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SONNET 



To ihc Author of CLARIS S J. 



OMafter of the'heart I whofe magic fkill 
The clofc recedes of the Soul cao find, 
CaQ roufe, becalm, and terrify the mind) 
Now melt with pity, now with aoguLfli thrill » 

Thy noral page while Yirtuous precepts fil!^ 

Warm from the heart, to mend the Age deflgn'dj 
Wit, truth, (Irength, decency, are all combin'd 

To lead our Youth to Good, and guard from III. 

O long enjoy what thou fo well haft won. 
The grateful tribute of each honeft heart. 
Sincere, nor hackney 'd in the ways of men ; 
At each diftrefsful ftroke their true tears run ; 
And Nature, unfophiftocatc by Art, 

Owns and applauds the labours of thy pen. 
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PREFACE. 



THE following Hifiory is given in 
a Series of Letters written principally 
in a double ye^ leparate correfpond* 
cnce; 

Between two young Ladies of virtue and 
honour, bearing an mviolable friendfhip for each 
t>ther, and writing not merely (or amufemient, 
but upon the mod inter eJUng fubjefis ; in which 
every private :family, more or Icis, may find 
ttfelf concerned: ^d, 

A 3 Between 



yl PREFACE. 

Between two Gentleman of free lives ; one of 
them glorying in his talents for Stratagem and 
Invention, and communicating to the other/ in 
confidence, all the fecrec purpofes of an intriguiqg 
head^md reiblute heart. 

But here it will be proper to obfet^e, for the 
fake of fuch as may appretiend hart to the morals 
of Youth, from the more freely written Letters, 
that the Gentlemen, tho' profefled Libertines as 
to the Female Sex, and making it one of their 
wicked maxims, to keep no faith with any of the 
indrvidui^ls o^ It, who are thrown into their 
power, are not, however, either Infidels or 
Scoffers; nor yet fuch as think thcmfelves freed 
from the obfervance of thofe other moral duties 
which bind man to man. 

fOn thexontraty, it will be foutitd^ in thcrpro- 
grefsof the Work, that they very often make 
Inch refleAicms upon each other, and eadi upon 
himfelf and his own actions, as rea(bnable beings 
mu/l make, who difl>elieve Dot a future State of 
Rewards and Puniihments, and who one day pro- 
pofc to reform — One of them ifitialiy* reform - 
bg, and by that means giving on -of ortiinity to 
cenfure ihi^ freedoms which fall ftcm the £ayer 
pen and lighter heart of ihe^othcr. • 

• '. . And 
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An yet that other, altho^ in unbo(bming him- 
felf to a feled; friend, he ^difcover v^ickednefs 
enough to intitle him to general deteftation, pre« 
ferves a decency, as well in his images, as in his 
language, which is not always to be found in the 
works of fome of the moft celebrated modern 
Writers, whofe fubjeds and charaders have lefs 
-warranted ^ the : liberties -they haw taken. 

In the Letters of the' twa young Ladies, it is 
prefumed will be found not only the higheft exer* 
' ci(e of a reafonable and praSicable Friendihip, 
between minds endowed with the nobleft prin- 
ciples of -Virtue and 'Religion, but occalionally 
interfperfed, fuch Delicacy of 'Sentiments, par- 
ticularly with regard to the other Sex; fuch in- 
(lances of Impartiality, each freely, as a funda- 
mental principle of their friendihip, blaming, 
praifing, and fetting right the other, as are 
ilrongly to be recommended to the obfervation 
of the younger part (more efpecially) of Fe- 
4nklc Headers. 

The nrmcipal of thefe two young Ladies Is 
propofed as an:£xemp]ar to herSex. Nor is it 
any obyeAion to her being (o, that^lhe is not in 
. all refpcfis a perfect chrn^er. It was nc^ only 
satuni, but it fwasmeceflary, that fhe Ihould 
jbaye fome faults, werc.it only to&ew the Rea- 
der, 
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dcr, how laudably {he could miftrufl and blame 
hcrfelf, and carry to her own heart, diverted of 
felf-partiality, the cenfure which arofe from her 
own convifVions, and that even to the acquittal 
of tbofey becaufe revered charajters^ whom no 
one elfe would acquit, and to whole much greater 
faults her errors were ovnng, and not to a weak 
or reproachable heart. As far as is conHftent 
with human frailty, and as far as (he could be 
perfefb, confidering the people ihe had to deal 
with, and thofe with whom (he was infeparably 
conneded, (he is perfeft. To have been impec- 
cable, muft have left nothing for the Divine 
Grace and a Purified State to do, and carried our 
idea of her from woman toangeL As fuch is (he 
often efteeriied by the man whofe heari was (b 
corrupt, that he could hardly believe human 
nature capable of the purity, which, on every 
trial or temptation, fhone out in hers. 

Befides the four principal perfons, feyeral 
others are introduced, whofe Letters are cha- 
ra£leriftic : And it is orefumed that there will 
be found in (bme of them, but more efpecially 
in thofe of the chief charaAer among the men, 
and the (econd character among the women, 
liich (hokes of Gaiety, Fancy, and Humour, 
as will entertain and divert ; and at the fame time 
both warn and inflxud. 



All 
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All the Letters are written while the hearts of 
the writers muft be fupppfed to be wholly en-* 
gaged in therr (ubjedi (The events at the time 
gciierally diibbus): So that they abound not' 
only with critical Situations, bur with what may 
be called ifijianraneous Dcftnption^ and Reflec-* 
lions (proper to be brought home to tlie bread 
of the youthful reader) V as alfp with afFe6Ung- 
Converfetions; many of them ' written in tha^ 
dialogue ordf amatjc way, - 

'^ Much mpfe lively and afFeft'ing, (ays one of' 
'• the principal charaSers (Vol. VII. p. 73/)muft* 
'* be the Style of thofe who write in the height 
" Qi z prefent d^^rtU\ the mmd-lortared by the 
** pngs of uncertainty (the Events then hidden' 
" mthe womb'of Fste); than- the dry, narra- 
'♦ tive, unanrmatcd Style of a perfon relating 
" difficulties and dangers farmounted; can be ; 
therelater perfcftiy at eaft; and if himfelf 
unmoved by his own Story, not likely greatly* 
'♦ to affea the Reader." 

^ What wll be found to be n^ore particularly 
aimed at in theTolIowrng Work, is— To warn 
tbe Inconfidcrate and thoughtkfs of the one 
Sex, againft the bafe arts and defigns of fpecious 
Gomrivers of the other — i o caution Parents* 
«B?inft ihc undue excrcife of their natural au- 
thority. 
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thority over their Children in the great article ol 
Marnage — To warn Children againft preferring 
a Man of Pleafure to a Man o? Probity, upon 
that dangcroas but too commonly -received so* 
tion. That a re firmed Rake makes the h^Ji Hu/^ 
tand'^'Bnt above all, To inveftigate the higheft 
and mod important Dofirines not only of Mo* 
rality, but of Chriftianity, by (hewing them, 
thrown into afiion in the conduA of the worthy 
charaAers ; while the unworthy, who fee tho(e 
£k>drines at defiance, are condingly, and^ as 
may be faid, coniequentially, punilhed.. 

From what has been faid, conflderate Readers* 
wHl not enter upon the perufal of the Piece be*^ 
fore them, as if it were defigned onfy to divert 
and amufev It will probably be thought tedious 
to aU fuch as dip^ int» it, expeding a light Novell 
or trffnfttory Romance ; and look upon Story ia 
ic (interefiing as that is generally allowed to be) 
as ix^fote end, rather thaaas a vehicle to the 
lfiftru£tion«. 

Different perfons, as mijght be expefted, have 
b«ei> of different opinions, in relation to the con- 
du& of the Heroine in particular Situations ; and 
fevcral worthy perlbns have objeflfed to thegene« 
ral Cataftrophe,^^ and other parts of the EKflory^ 
iJ^hatever is thought material of thefe Ihall be 

sakea 
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m notice of by way of Postscrift, at the 
cluiionof theHiftory; for this Work beibg 
reded to the Public as a Hiftory of Lift ^ 
mners, thofe parts of it which are propofed to 
ry with them the force of an Example, ought 
3e as unobjeAible as is confiftent with the i(f- 
r oftbi wiole, and with human Mtun. 
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NAMES of the PaikcipaL Persons. 



Jigmts Hdrlowe^ Ef^ 

Mm. Bnritwey 

James Harlowe, 

Arabella, 

J^H Harlowr^ Efq; ' 

Antony Harlowe, 

Roger Solmes, Efq; 

Mrs Hervey, 
Mifs Dolly HeYvey, 



MiCt.Clarifa Harkwe^ A young Lady of great Beauty. and Merit.. . 
JlbberJ lavelaee, Efq; Her Admirer. 

Father of CIarifl*a. 

Hit Lady.- 
' Their ooly Soju 

Their cWer Daughter'. 

Elder Brother of Jjw^i Harlowe^ ica*v 

Third Brother. 

fAn Admirer of Qariffa, fxvoured by herv 
Friendi. 
Half fifter of Mrs Harlowe. 
Her Daughter. 
TA Woman of ^at Piety and Difcretion, wha - 
Mrs. Judith Norton^ < had a principal Share in the Education of 

C Qarifla. 
Cbl. Wm Mordetif A near Relation of the Harlowes. 
M;r. IX-.., < The raoft intimate Friend, Companion, and 

Mifs Hme, | Corrcfpondent of Qarifla.^ 

Mrs. H(^w, Her Mother. 

Charles Hickmdn, Eiq; An Admirer of Mils Howe* 
Lbrd M. Uncle to Mt^ Lovelace*- 

S^fi ^t;'£^: } »^'—f *« *«^ Nobleman. . 



Dr. Levfcn 

Mr. Eliai Brandy 

Di.H. 

Mr. Goddardf 

Jehn Belford,E£qi 

Richard Moivhray, 
Thomas Doleman, 
James Tourville^ 
Thomas BeUon^ 

Mrs. Moort^ 

Mifs RavfUnSf 
Mrs. Bevis, 

Mrs. Sinclair^ 

CapJi- Tomlin/qn, 

Sa^lf Martin, 
filly Horton, 
Oereas Wykts^ . 



A woTthyjpivinc 

A pedantieyoungXIergyman* 

An humane Phyfitian. 

An honed and ikilful Apothecary. 
CMr. Lovelace's principal Intimate and Coa« 
t fidant. 

1 

\ Efqrs. Libertine Friends of Mr Lovelace. 

J 

{A Widow, keeping a Lodgiag-hbafe at Ham* 
ftead. 
A notable young Gentlewoman there. 
A lively young Widow of the fame Place. 

{The pretended Name of a private Brothel- 
. keeper in London. 

{The ailumed Name of a Tile Pander to the 
Debaucheries of Mr. Lovelace. 
{Ai!i(lints of, and Partners, with, the ioia*- 
mous Sinclair. 

An fitful ScnraxUvattho vile Houic^^ 
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Clarissa Harlowe. 



LETTER I. 

JW// Anha Howb, To Miji Clieiiia Haklowb, 

3m. 10. 

A M eziremdf cencerned, my deareft 

Fr'iead, for the difturbances that, hive 

happened in your Family. I know hov 

it mun hurt yon to become the fabje£t 

of the public talk : And yet, upon aa 

<occaJioa fo ccnerally known, it is impoffible but that 

whatever rclaies to a young Lady whofe diftinguiflicd 

meriti have made her the public care, Should engage 

cve^-body'a attention, I long to have the particulan 

from yourftif ; and of the ufage I am told you receive 

upon an accident you could not help • and in which) 

*• fiir » I can learn, the Sufferer was the AggrelTor, 

Mr. Diggs the Surgeon, whom I lent for at the 

£rft hearini of the Reacouater, to imuiuc. i<sc vw 

yot.l B to 
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fake, bow your Brother was, told me. That there 
was no danger from the Wounds if there were none 
from the Fever ; which it feema has been increafed by 
the perturbation of his fpirits. 

Mr. Wyerlcy di*ank Tea with us yefterday ; and 
the* he is far from being partial to Mr. Lovelace, as 
it may be well fuppofed, yet both he and Mr. Symmes 
blame your family for the treatment they gave him 
when he went in perfon to inquire after your Bro* 
ther's health, and to exprefs his concern for what had 
happened. 

They fay, that Mr. Lovelace could not avoid 
drawing his Sword : And that either your Brother's 
unikilfulnefs orpaffion left him from the very firft pals 
entirely in his power. 

ThiSf I am told» was what Mr Lovelace faid 
upon it ; retreating as he fpoke : * Have a care, 

• Mr. Harlowe — Your violence puts you out of 
< your defence. You give me too. much advan- 

• tage. For your Sifter's fake, I will pafs by every 

• thmg:— if— • 
But this the more provoked his raflincfs, to lay 

himfelf open to the advantage of his adverfary — Who, 
after a flight wound given him in the arm, took away 
his Sword. 

There are people who love not yoifr Brother, bc- 
caufe of his natural imperioufners and fierce and uq- 
controulable temper : Thefe fay. That the young 
gentleman's paflion was abated on feeing his blood 
gufh plentifully down his arm ; and that he received 
the generous officeis of his adveriary (who helped hfm 
off with his coat and waiftcoat, and bound up his 
arm, till the Surgeon could come) with fut h patience^ 
as was far from making a vifit afterwards from that 
adverfary to inquire after his health, appear either ia* 
fulting or improper. 

Be this as it may, every- body pities you. So fteady, 
/b ualform ia your coxidu£t ; So dcfixou&> at ^QU al« . 

2 ^%1* 



Let. I. Ckriflk Harlowe* 3 

ways faid, of Aiding through life to the end of it un- 
noted ; and, as I may add, not wifhing to be obferVed 
even for your fiknt benevolence ; fufficiently happf 
in the noble confcioufnefs which attends it : Rathef 
vftful than glarings your deferved motto ; tho' now, 
to your regret, puihed into blaze, as I may fay : and 
yet blamed at home for the faults of ochers—^How 
muft fuch a virtue fufFcr on every hand !-r-r Yet it muft 
be allowed, that your prefent trial is but proportioned 
to your prudence* 

As all your friends without -doors are apprehenfive 
that fome other unhappy event may refult from fo vio- 
lent a contention, in which it feems the Families oa 
both fides are now engaged, I muft defire you to en- 
able met on the authority of your own ioform^ion, 
to do you occafional juftice. 

My Mother, and all of us, like the reft of the world, 
talk ofnobody but you oo this occafion, and of the 
copfequences which may follow from the refentments 
of a man of Mr Lovelace's fpirit ; who, as he gives 
out, has been treated with high indignity by your 
Uncles. My Mother will have it> that you cannot 
now, with any decency, either fee him, or correfpond 
with kirn. She is a good deal prepofltrfTed by your 
Uncle Antony ; who occafionally calls upon us, as 
you know ; • and on this Rencounter, has reprefented 
to her the crime which it would be in a Sifter to en- 
courage a man who is to wade into her favour (this 
w^ bis expreffion) thro' the blood of her Brother. 

Write to me therefore, my dear, the whole of your 
Story from the tif^e that Mr. {^ovelace was firft intro* 
duced into yopr family ; and particularly s^n account 
of all that pafled between him and your Sifter ; about 
whkh there are different reports ; fome people fcru- 
pliog not to iniinuate that the younger Sifter has ftolen 
a Lover from the elder : And pray write in To full a 
IDanner as may fatisfy thofe who know not. Co tsi\\cVv c^H 
your afiajiy us I do. If any-tblng xiciVa^^'] ^ovA^ 

B 2 ^'"^ 



4 The History of Vol. i. 

fill out from the violence of fuch fpirits as you have 
to deal with, your account of all things previ$us to it 
will be your beft juftiBcation. 

You lee what you draw upon yourfelf by excelling 

all your Sex. Every individual of it who knows you, 

or has heard of you, feems to think you anfwerable 

to her for your conduA in points fo very delicate and 

.concerning. 

Every eycy in fhort, is upon ^ou with the expefta- 
tionof'an example* i wiih to heaven you were at 
liberty to purfue your own methods : All would then, 
I dare fay, be eafy, and honourably ended. But I 
dread your diredx>r8 and direArefies ; for *your Mo- 
ther, admirably wellqualiSed as (he is to lead, muft 
'fubmit to be led. Tour Sifter and Brother will cer- 
tainly put you out of your courfe. 

But this is a point you will not permit me to expa* 
tiat^ upon : Pardon me therefore, and I have done.— • 
Tet, why fhould I fay, Pardon me? When your 
'Concerns are my Concerns ? When your Honour it 
sny Honour? When I love you, as never woman 
loved another ? And when you have allowed of that 
Concern and of that Love; and have for years, which 
in perfons fo young may be called many, ranked in 
'the firft clafs of your friends. ^ 

T0ur ever grateful and affeBionate 

Ami«a Howe ? 

Will you oblige me with a copy of the Preamble 
to the claufes in your Grandnther'sWill in your 
favour ; and allow me to fend it to my Aunt 
Harman ? — She is very deiirous to fee it. Yet 
your charaAer has fo charmed her, that, tho' a 
ftranger to you perfonally, (he aflents to the pre- 
ference gi^en you in that Will, before (he kno^ 
the Teftator't reafons for giving you that pre* 
icrence. 

LET- 
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LETTER IL 

Mijs Clarissa Harlowe^ To Mifs Howe. 

Harlowe-Place, Jan. 13. 
TJ O W you opprefs me, my dearcft friend, with 
*^ your politenels ! I cannot doubt your fincerity ; 
but you fhould take care, that you give me not reafon 
from your kind partiality to call in queftion your judg*. 
mem. You do not diftinguifh that I take many admi- 
rable hints from you, and have the art to pals them 
upon you for my own : For in all you do, in all you - 
lay, nay, in your very looks (fo animated !) you give 
lefibns to one who loves you and obferves you as I 
k>ve and obferve you, without knowing that you do-— 
So, pray, mv dear, be more fparing of your praife for 
the future, left after this conicfflon we (hould fufpeft 
that you fecretly intend to praiie yourfelf, while you 
would be thought only to commend another. 

Our Family has indeed been ftrangely difcompoied* 
m^Di/compo/ei f^^ It has been in tumults^ ever fince 
the unhappy tranfaftion ; and I have borne all the 
bbune ; yet (hould have had too much coacern from • 
myfelfi had i been more juftly fparcd by every ono 
elfe. 

For, whether it be owing to a faulty impatience^ 
having been two indulgently treated to be inured to 
blame, or to the regret I have to hear thofe ccnfured 
on my account whom ic is my duty to vindicate ; I 
have lometimes wiflied that it had pleated God to 
have taken me in my lait fever, when I had every « 
body's love and good opinion ; but ofrencr that 1 had 
never been diftingui(hed by my Grandfather as 1 was: 
Since that diftindion has efiranged from |pe my Bro- 
ther's tod Sifter's affeAions; at ieaft, has raifed a jea- 
loufy wiih regard to the apprehended favour of my 
two Uncles, that now-anUthen ovcrfhadows thcU 
Love. 

U 3 ^1 



6 TbelliiT6Rl[ of Vol.1. 

My Brother i>eing happily recovered of his fever, 
and his wound in a hopeful way^ altho' he has not yet 
▼encured abroad# 'I wilt be as particular as you defire 
in the Httle hiftory you demand of me. But Heaven 
forbid that any-thing (hould ever happen which may 
require it to be produced for the purpofe you mention I 

I will begin; as you command, with Mr. Lovelace's 
addrefs tottiy Sifter ; and be as brief as poiiible. I will 
recite faCls only ; and leave you to judge of the truth 
of the report raifed^that the younger Siuer has robbed 
the elder. 

It was in purfuance of a conference between Lord 
M. and my Uncle Antony, that Mr. Lovelace [my 
Father and Mother not forbiddingj paid his refpe^ 
^to my Sifter Arabella. My Brother was then in Scot- 
land, bufying himfelf in viewing the cotidition of the 
confidcrable Eftate which was left him there by his 
generous Goodmother»together with one as confidcra- 
ble in Yorkftiire. I was alfo abfent at my Dairy^ 
houfi^ as it is called (a), bufied in the accounts re- 
lating to the Eftate which my Grandfather had the 
{{oodnefs to devife to me ; and which once a year are 
eft to my infpeAion, altho' I have given the whole 
into my Father's power. 

My Sifter made me a vi&t there the day after Mr. 
Lovelace had been introduced ; and feemed highly 
pleafed with the gentleman. His birth, his fortune 
in pofTeiSon, a clear 2000 /. a year, as Iiord M. had 
aflured my Uncle; prefumptive heir to that Noble- 
man's large Eftate: His great Expectations from Lady 
S<«ra1i Sadleir and Lady Betty Lawrence ; who with 
his Uncle interefted themfelves very warmly (he being 
the laft of his line} to fee him married. 

(tf) Her Giratidfathcr, in order to Invite her to him as often as her 
other friends would fpare her, indulged her in ere<SHng and fitting up a 
Dairy -houfe in her own tafte* When fini(hed, it was fo much admired 
for its elegant iimplicity and convenience, that the whole Seat (before, 
of old time, 6rom its fituation, called TH Gr^v^^was generally knowm 
bjr the nzme of The Da'try'hoi^t. jHcr Grandfather in particular was 
4jm/ o£ ba ving it fo caiicd* * ^ 
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• So handfome a man ! — O her beloved Clary !' 
(for then (he was ready to love me dearly, from the 
overflowiogs of her good humour oq his account !) 

* He was but /o^handfocne a man for her! — Were 

* (he but as amiable as Jomebody^ there would be a 
' probability of holding his affections 1~- For he was 

* wild, (he heard ; very wild, very gay ; loved in- 

* trigue — But he was young ; a man o/fen/e : Would 
' (ee his error, could ihe but have patience with his 
' faults, if his faults were not cured by Mirriage * 

Thus (he ran on ; and then wanted me * to fee 
' the charming man,' as Ihe called him. — Again 
concerned, * that fbe was not handfome enough 
' for him ;' With, 'A fad thing, that the man fhould 
' have the advantage of the woman in that particular!* 
•—But then, ftepping to the glafs, fhe complimented 
herfdf, * That (he was very well: That there were 

* many women deemed pauable who were inferior to 
< herfelf : That (he was always thought, comely ; and 
^ Comelinefs, let her tell me, having not fo much to 
' iofe as Beauty had, would hold, when that would 

* evaporate or fly off" ;— Nay, for that matter' [and 
again (he turned to the glafs] * her features were not 

* irregular; her eyes not at all amifs.' And Iremem- 
ber they were more than ufuaily brilliant at that time,— 

* Nothing* in £hort, to be found fault with, tho' 
' nothing very engaging ihe doubted — Was there, 

* Clary.' 

Excufe me» my dear, I never was thus particular 
before ; no, not to you. Nor would 1 now have writ- 
ten thus freely of a Sifter, but that (he makes a merit 
to my Brother of difowning that (he ever liked him ; 
as I fliall mention hereafter; And then you will always 
have me give you minute defcripiions, nor fufTcr me to 
pafs by the air and manner in which things are fpokea 
that are to be taken notice of ; rightly obfcrving, 
that air and manner often ezprcfs more than the ac- 
companying words. 

B 4 \^^u« 
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I congratulated her upon her profpeils. She re- 
ceived tny compliments with a great deal of felf'Com- 
placcncy. 

She liktd the gentleman ftill more at hit next vifit ; 
and vet he m^ade no paYticular addrefs to her, aliho' 
an opportunity was given him for it. This was won- 
dered at, as my Uncle had introduced him into our 
family declaredly as a vifiter to my Sifter. But as we 
are ever ready to make excufes when in good humour 
with ourfelvet for thV perhaps not unwiiful flights of 
thofe whofe approbation we wiih to engage ; fo mf 
SiAer found out a reafon much to Mr» Lovelace's 
advantage for his not improvitig the opportunity that 
was given him. — It was bafhfulnefs, truly, in him. 
(Baihfulneis in Mr. Lovelace> my dear I) — Indeed, 
gay and lively as he is. he has not the Look of an im« 
pudent man. But I fancy, it is many, many years 
ago fince he vras bafhful. 

Thus, however, could my Sifter make it out— 
' Upon her word, fhe believed Mr. Lovelace deferved 

* not the bad charafter he had as to womea.— -He 

* was really, to her thinking, a }pmieft tmn. He 
' would have fpoken out, (he believed; bn^once or 

* twice as he feemed to intend to do Jo, he was undef 

* fo agraabli a confufion ! fuch a profound refpe£t 

* he ieemed ta (hew her ! A perfeft reverence^ (he 

* thought : She loved dearly that a man in court* 

* fhip fhould (hew a reverence to his miftrefs' — So 
indeed we all do, I believe : And with reafon ; fince, 
if 1 may judge from what I have feen in many tami- 
lies, there is litde enough of it ftiewn afterwards.-— 
And (he told my Aunt Hervey, that fhe would be a 
little le(s upon the referve next time he came : * She 

* was not one of thole Flirts^ not fhe, who would 

* give pain to a perfon that deftrved to be well irea- 

* ted ; and the more pain for the greatnefs of his va- 

* lue for her.' — I wifh fhe had not Somebody whom 
I love in her eye* 

la 
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* In his third Tifit, Bella governed herfelf by this kind 
and confiderate principle : So that, according to her 
own account of the matter, the man might have ipoken 
oat. — But he was ftill hajhful : He was not able to 
overcome this unfeafonabU reverence. So this vilic 
went off as the former. 

But now (he began to be diiTatisfied with him. She 
compared his general character with This his particu- 
lar behaviour to her ; and having never been courted 
before, owned herfelf puzzled how to deal with fo 
odd a Lover. * What did the man mean, fhe woo- 

* dered ? Had not her Uncle brought him declaredly 

* as a Suiter to her i — It could not be baOifulnefs 

* (now file thought of it) fince he might have opened 

* his mind to her Unc/e, if he wanted courage to fpeak 

* diredtly to her,-^ Not that (he cared much for the 
' man neither : But it was right, furely, that a womaa 

* ihould be put out of doubt early as to a man's in- 

* teotions in fuch a cafe as This, from his own mouth* 
' — But, truly, (he had begun to think, that he was 

* more folicitous to cultivate her AIamma*s good opt* 
•■ nion, than hers ! — Everybody, fhe owned, .admired 
.' her Mother's converfation ; but he was miftaken if 
' he thought refpeft to her Mother only would do 

* with her^ And then, for his own fake, furely he 
^ (hould put it into her power to be complaifant to 
' him, if he gave her reafon to appcove of him. 

< This diftant behaviour, (he oruft take upon her to 

* fay, was the more extraordinary, as he continued 
' his vifirs, and declared himielf exlremely defirous 

* to cultivate a friendfliip with the whole Family ; 

* and as he could have no doubt about \xtT fenfe^ if 
' flic might take upon her to join her own with the 

* general opinion ; he having taken great notice of, 

* and admired many of her good things as they fell 

* from her lips. Referves were painful, (he mu(l 
f needs lay. to open and free fpiiits, like hers : And 

< yet (he mufl tell my Aunt' ^to whoin ^11 vV:kV& ^^i!^ 
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dlrcftfd) • that (he fliould never forget what (be 

* owed to her Sex, and to herfelf, were Mr. Love* 

* lace as unesceptionable in his morals as in his figure^ 

* and were he to urge his fuit ever fo warmly.* 

I was not of her council. I was fiill abfent. And 
It was agreed upon between my Aunt Herv^y and her» 
that /he was to be quite folemn and (by in his next 
\ifit, if there were not a peculiarity in his addrefs 
to her. . ^ 

But my Sifter it feems had not confidered the matter 
well. This was not the way, as it proved, to be 
taken, for matters of mere (misjpcn, with a man of 
IVIr. Lovelace's penetration. Nor with any man ; 
£nce if Love has not taken root deep enough to caufe 
it to (hoot out into declaration, if an opportunity be 
fairly given for it, there is little rcfym to expeAi that 
the blighting winds of anger or refentment will bring 
it forward!. Then my poor Sifter is not naturally 
good-humoured. This is too well-known a truth 
for me to endeavour lo conceal it, efpecially from 
you. She muft therefore, I doubt, have appeared to 
great difadvancages when ihe aimed to be worfe-tem* 
pered than ordinary. 

How they managed it In their next converfation I 
know not. One would be tempted to think by the 
iftue. that Mr. Lovelace was ungenerous enough to 
feek the occaCon given (^a), and to improve it. Yet 
he thought fit to put the queftion too : — But, (he fays^ 
it was not till, by fome means or other (fhe knevir 
not how) he hs^^' wrought her up to fuch a pitch of 
diipleafure with him» that it was impoflible for h^r to 
recover herfelf at the inftant. Ncverthekfi he rc- 
uiged his queftion* as expe&ing a definitive anfwer^ 
ipvichout waiting for the return of her temper, or en- 
deavouring to mollify her; fo that ihe w.as under ar 
nectifiiy of pexfiAing in her denial : Yet gave hint 

(tf) See Mr. ILoveUcc't Letter, K* xxii. ia trluch he btiefly ae- 
covBU lor hit condud ia tkii aiEui« 

reaiba. 
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reafoD to think (he did doi didike his «ddreft, onlf the 
numer of it; his court being rather made to her 
Mother than to herfeif, as if he was fore of Air con- 
fcDtatany time* 

A good encouraging dental, I muft own : — As wai^ 
the red of her plea ; to w it, * A difinclination to, 

* change her State* — Exceedingly happy as fhe was s 

* She never could be happier i' And fuch like cm^ 
Jenting negatives^ as I may call them, and yet npt in- 
tend a reflection upon my Sifter : For what can any 
young creature in the like circumftances fay* when fhe 
is not i'ure but a too ready confent may fubjedt her to 
the flights of a Sex that generally values a bleffing 
either more or Icfs as it is obtained with difficulty or 
eafe i Mifs Biddulph's anfwer to a copy of verfet 
from a gentleman, reproaching our Sex as aAlng in 
difguife* is not a bad one, altho'>02/ perhaps may 
think it too acknowledging for the female chara&er. 

Ungenerous Sex / — To /corn vs, i/v;e*re kind; 

jindyet ubraid us, if we feem fevere ! 
Do You , fencouraie us to iell our mind^ 

Tourfehes put off di/gui/ft and be Jincere. 
You talk i^ Coquetry I — Tour ownfalfe hearts 
Compel our Sex to a6t diffembling parts* 

Here I am obliged to lay down my pen. I will 
fooQ refume it. 

LETTER in. 

Miff CiARissA HiKLOwEt To Mifi Howe. 

Jan. 13, 14. 

AN D thus, as Mr. Lovelace thought fit to takei^* 
had he his anf^cr from my Sifter. It was with 
very great regret, as he preiendid [I doubt the man 
.B an hypocrite, my dearj that he acquicfced in ir> 
\ So much determinednefs ;. fuch a noble ficcaacUi^ 
. my Sitter; that there was no hope of v^t\;u!wvcv^\^^v>^\ 
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* ber to alter fentiinents (he had adopted on full con- 

* fideratioD.' He fighed, as Bella told us» when he 
took his leave of her : 'Profoundly fighed; grafped 

* her hand, and kifled it with fuch an ardor — With- 

* drew with fuch an air of folemn refpeA — She had 
' him then before her. — She could almoft find in her 
' hearty akho' he had vexed her, to pity him/ A 
good intentional preparative to Love, this pity ; 
fince, at the time, fhe little thought that he would 
not renew his offer. 

He waited on my Mother after he had taken leave 
of Bella, and reported his ill fuccefs in fo refpeAful a 
manner, as well with regard to my Sifter, as to the 
whole Family, and with fo much concern that he 
was not accepted as a relation to it, that it left upon 
them all (my Brother being theb, as I have faid, in 
Scotland) impreffions in his favour, and a belief that 
this matter would certainfy be brought on again. But 
Mr. Lovelace going up dire£Uy to town, where he 
ftayed a whole fortnight, and meeting there with my 
XTnc c Antony, to whom he regretted his Niece'a 
cruei retblution not to change her State; it was fecA 
thtt there was a total end of the affair. 

My Sifter was not wanting to herfclf on this occa- 
fion. She made a virtue of neceffiry ; and the man 
was quite another man with her. * ^^^^^in creature ! 
' too well knowing his advantages : i^et thofc not 
* what £he had conceived thetp to.be ! — ^Cool and 

< warm by fits andftarts; ai^lidfee-like Lover. Aflea-^ 
« dy man, a man of virtuep^man of morals, was 

< worth a tboufand of fuch gay ftutterers. Her Sifter 
« Clary might think it worth her while perhaps to tr^ 
« to engage iuch a man : She had patience : She was. 
« miftrcfs of perfuafion ; and indeed, to do the %vi 
t jufticc, had fcmething of a perion : But as for heT^ 
c ftie would not have a man of whofe heart fiie couU 
« not be Aire for one morr.ent ; no, not for the worldi 
c And moft fincercly glad was £hc that ftie had r^ 

^Jeatdhiau' Bit 
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But when Mr. Lovelace returned into the country, 
lie thought fit to vifit my Father and Mother ; ho- 
pbg, as he told them, that, however unhappy he had 
been in the rejcAion of the wiihed-for alliance, he 
might he allowed to keep up an acquaintance and 
friendfhip with a fiamily which he ihould always re- 
ipcA. And then, unhappily as I may fay^ was I ac 
home and prefent. 

It was immediately obferved» that his attention was 
fixed on me. My Sifter, as foon as he was gone, in a . 
fpirit of bravery, feemed defirous to promote his adU'' 
drefs, (houM it be tendered. 

My Aunt Hervey was there ; and was pleafed to 
fay, We ihould make the fineft couple in England—- 
If my Sifter had no obje£kion. — No, indeed I with a 
haughty tofs, was my Sifter's reply — It would be 
ftrange if fhe had, after the denial flic had given him 
upon full deliberation. 

My Mother declared. That her only diflike of hit 
alliance with either Daughter, was on account of his 
reputed faulty morals. 

My Uncle Harlowe, That his Daughter Clary, as 
he delighted to call me from childhood, would reform 
him if any woman in the world could. 

My Uncle Antony gave his approbation in high 
terms : But referred, as my Aunt had done* to my 
Sifter. 

She repeated her contempt of him ; and declared, 
that were there not another Man in England, ftie 
would not have him. She was ready, on the con- 
trary, flie could afture them, to refign her pretenfions 
under hand and feal, if Mifs Clary were taken with 
his tinlel • and if every one elfe approved of his ad* 
drefs tc» iht girl. ' 

My Fatiicr indeed, after a long filence, being urged 
by my Uncle Amooy to fpeak his mind, faid. That he 
had a Letter from bis Son, on his hearing of Mr 
Lovelace's viftts to his Daughter Aj:ab^Ua^% iiVi\di\\& 
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had not (hewn to an7«>bod7 but. mj Mother ; that 
treaty being tt an end when he received it : That in 
this Letter he exprefled great diflike to an ailiaoce 
with Mr. Lovelace on the (core of his Inuiioraliiies:. 
That he knew indeed, there was an old grudge be- 
tween them ; but that, being dedrous to prevent all 
occaCons of difunion and animofity in his family, he 
would fufpend the declaration of his own mind till 
his Son arrivedt and till he had heard his further ob- ' 
jeflions : That he was the more inclined to make his 
Son this compliment, as Mr. Lovelace's general cha« 
ra£ier gave but too much ground for his Son*s diflike 
of him ; addiog. That he had heard (So, he fuppofed» 
had every one) that he was a very extravagant man ; 
that he had contra At d debts in his novels : And in^^ 
deed, he was pleafed to fay, he bad the air of a fpead- 
thrifi. 

Thefe particulars I had partly from my Aunt Her« 
vey, and partly from my Sifter y for I was called out 
as foon as the fubj^ft was entered upon. When • I 
returned, my Uncle Antony aiked me. How / ihould 
like Mr. Lovtlace ? Every-body faw, he was pleafed 
to fay« that I had made a conqueft, 

I immediately ahfwered. That I did not like him at 
all : He feemed to have too good an opinion both of 
his perfon and parts, to have any great regard to his 
Wite, let him marry whom he would« 

My Sifter particularly was pleafed with this anfwer, 
and confirmed it to be juft ; with a compliment to mjr 
judgment — For it was ben* 

But the very next day Lord M. came to Harlowe* 
Place [1 was then abfentj ; and in his Nephew's name 
made a propofal in form ; declarmg. That it was the 
ambition of all his family to be related to ours: An4 
he hoped bis Kinfman would not have Aich an anfwer 
on the part of the younger Sifter, as he had had oa 
that of the elder. 

Id ihort, Mr. Lovelace'* ^iStswere admitted at 

ihofc 
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thofe of a man who had not dcfervcd difrerpe^l from 
oar Family ; but as to his addrefs to me, with a refer- 
vatiooy as above, on my Father's part^ that he would 
determine nothing without his Son. My difcretion as 
to the reft wag confided in : For flill I had the fame 
objeAion as to the man : ilor would I, when we were 
better acquainted, hear any thing but general talic 
from him ; giving him no opportunity of converfing 
with me in private. 

He bore this with a reCgnation little ezpeAed from 
his natural temper, which is generally reported to be 
quick and hafty ; unufed it feeols from childhood to 
check or controul. A cafe too common in confider- 
able families where there Is an only Son : And his 
Mother never had any other child. Bur, as I have 
heretofore told yoB, I could perceive notwithftanding 
this refignation, that he had fo good an opinion of 
himfelf, as not to doubt, that his perfon and accom- 
plifhments would infenfibly engage me : And could 
That be once done, he told my Aunt Hervey, he 
ihoald hope, from fo fieady a temper, that his hold 
in my affe^ions would be durable : While my Sifter 
accounted for his patience in another manner, which 
would perhaps have had more force if it had come 
horn a perfon lefs prejudiced : ' That the man was 
' not fond of marrying at all : That he might per- 
' haps have half a-fcore miftrelles ; and that delay 
^ might be as convenient for his roving^ as for my 
' wellaSled indifierence/ — That was her kind cz.« 
prefGon. 

Whatever was his motive for a patience fo gene-* 
rally believed to be out of his ufual chara^er, and 
where the object of his addrefs was fuppofed to be (^ 
fortune confiderable enough to engage his warmeft 
attention, he certainly efcaped many mortifications bv 
it: For while my Father fufpended his approbatioa till 
^y Brother's arrival, Mr. Lovelace received from 
every one thofe duties which wcjpc due to his birth i 
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And altho* we heard from time to time reports to his 
difadvantage with regard to morals ; jet could we not 
qucftion him upon them without giving hhn greater 
advantages in his own opinion than the fituaiion he 
was in with us would judify to prudenoc ; Qnce it was 
much more likely that his addrefs would not be al- 
lowed of, than that it would. 

And thus* was he admitted to coaverfe with our 
family almoft upon his own terms ; for while my 
friends faw nothing in his behaviour but what was 
extremely refpedtfui, and obferved in him no violent 
importunity, they Teemed to have taken a great liking 
to his converfation : While I coniidered him only as 
a common gueft when he came ; and thought myfelf 
DO more concerned in his vifics, nor at his entrance 
or departure* than any other of the family. 

But this indifierence on my fide was the means of 

i>rocuring him one very great advantage ; fince upon 
t was grounded that correfpondence by Letters which 
fucceedcd ; — and which; had it been to be begun when 
the family-animofity broke out* would never have 
been entered into on my part. The occafion was this : 
My Uncle Hervey has a young gentleman entrufted 
to his care, whom he has thoughts of fending abroad 
a year or two hence, to make the Grand Tour, as it 
b called : and finding Mr Lovelace could give a good 
account of every thing necefiTary for a young traveller 
to obferve upon fuch an occafion, he dcfired him to 
write down a defcription of the Courts and Countries 
he had vifitcd^ and what was moft worthy of curiofi* 
ty in them. 

He coniented, on condition that I would dire^ hit 
fubje£ls» as he called it : And as every one had heard 
his manner of writing commended ; and thought bis 
narratives might be agreeable amufements in winter 
evenings ; and that he could have no opportunity 
particularly to addrefs me in them> fince they were to 
be read in full aflembly before they were given to 

thtt 
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the joung gentleman, I made the kfs (cruple to write» 
and to make obfervations, and put queftions for our 
funhcr information — Still the left perhaps as I lo?e 
writing ; and thofe who do> are fond, you know, of 
occafions to ufe the pen : And then, having every 
ODe's confent and my Uncle Hervey*s defire that I 
would write^ I thought that if I bad been the only 
fcrupulous perfon, it would haveihewn a particularity 
that a vain man might conftrue to his advantage ; and 
which my Sifter would not fail to animadvert upon. 

Ton have feco fome of thefe Letters ; and have 
been pleafcd with hb account of perfons, places, and 
things ; and we have both agreed that he was no 
tommon obferver upon what he had feen. 

My Sifter herfeif allowed that the man bad a tolera* 
Ue knack of writing and defcribing: And my Father^ 
who had been abroad in hii youth, faid« That his 
icmarks were c«irioas» and (hewed him to be a perfoa 
cS reading, jodgment» and tafte. 

Thus was a kind of correfpondence begun between 
liim and me, with general approbation ; while every 
one wondered at, and was pLeaied with, his patient 
veneration of me ; for fo they called it. However, it 
was not doubted but he would fooo be more impor- 
tunate, fittce his vifits were more firequtot, and he 
acknowledged to my Aunt Hervey a paftion for me, 
accompanied with an awe that he had never known 
before; to which he attributed what he called his but 
fteming acquiefcence with my Father's pleaiure, and 
the diftance I kept him at. And yet, my dear, ibis 
may be his ufual manner of behaviour to our SwX ; 
for had not my Sifter at firft all his reverence f 

Mean time, my Father expecting this opportunity, 
kept in readinefs the reports he had heard in his dif* 
favour, to charge them upon him then, as fo many 
objections to his addrefs. And it was highly agreeable 
to me that he did <b : it would have been itrange if 
it were not ; iince the perfon who could vc\c& Ms 
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Wycrlcy's addrcfs for the fake of his free opiniGns^ 
muft have been inexcufable, had Ihe not rejected an* 
other's for hU freer pra^ices. 

But I (hould own, that in the Letter^ he fent me 
upon the general fubje^, he more than once indofed 
a particular .one, declaring his paffionate regards for 
me, and complaining, with fervour enough, of my re- 
ferves: But of thofe I took not the leaft notice ; for» 
as I had not written to him at alU but upon a futje& 
fo general. I thought it was but right to let what he 
%vrote upon one fo particular pafs off as if I had never 
fecn it ; and the rather, as I was not then at iiberiy 
(from the approbation his Letters met with) to break 
off* the correfpondence, unlefs I had affigned the true 
reafon for doing fo* Betides, with all his refpedful 
affidutics, it was eafy to obferve (if it had not been 
his general charafler) that his temper is naturally 
haughty and violent ; and I had feen too much of that 
untra£table fpirit in my Brodicr to like it in one who 
hoped to be Aill more nearly related to me, 

I had a little fpecimen of this temper of his upon 
the very occafion I have mentioned : For after he had 
fent me a third particular Letter with the general one» 
he alked me the next time he came to Harlowc* 
Place ; If I had not received fuch a one from him ?— • 
I told him I fhould never anfwer one fo fent ; and 
that I had waited for fuch an occafion as he had now 
given me, to tell him fo s I defired him therefore not 
to write again on the fubjedt ; afTuring him, that if 
he did, 1 would return both, and never write another 
line to him. 

You can't imagine how faucily the man look*d ; 
as if, in fhort, he was difappointed that he had not 
made a more fenfible impreifion upon me: Nor, when 
he recollected hJmielf,(as he did immediately), what a 
vifible flruggle it coit him to change hb haughty airs 
for more placid ones. But I took no notice of either; 
for I thought ii belt to convince himi by the coolnefs 

and 



Lett 4- Glariffa Harlowe. J9 

and iodifference with which .1 repulfed his forward 
hopes (at the fame time intending to avoid the af- 
fectation of pride or vanity) that he was not confider* 
able enough in my eyes to make me take over-readf 
ofence at what he faid, or at his haughty looks : In 
other words, that I had not value enough for him to 
ireat him with peculiarity either by foiiles or frowns. 
Indeed he had cunning enough to give me. undefign* 
cdly, a piece of inflruAion which taught me this cau' 
tion ; for he had faid in converfation once, ' That if 
' a man could not make a woman in court(hip own 
. * herfelf pUafcd with him> it was as much and oftea- 
' times more to hi^ purpofe to make her angry with 
• him.' 

I muft break off here. But wUl continue the fub- 
ItQi the very firQ opportunity. Mean timct I am 
T$ur mqft ajfedlionaie Friend and Servant^ 

Cl. Hl&LOWl. 

LETTER IV. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mi/s Howb. 

Jan. 15. . 

Ar. Lovela 
were in when my Brother arrived from 
Scotland. 

The moment Mr. Lovelace's vifits were mentioned 
to him, he, without either hefitation or apology^ ex- 
preHed his difapprobation of them. He found great 
flaws in his charadler ; and took the liberty to fay in 
{o many words* That he wondered how it came into 
the heads of his Uncles to encourage fuch a man tor 
githcr of his Sifters : At the fame time returning his 
thanks to my Father for declining his confent till he 
arrived, in fuch a manner, I thought, as a Superior 
would do, when he commended an Inferior for ha* 
ving well performed his duty in his abfence. 
Ue judified his avowed inveteracy by common 



CUCH> my dear, was the fituation Mr. Lovelace 
^ and I W( 
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famcp and by what he had known of him at College ; 
declaring. That he had ever hated him ; ever fhould 
hate him ; and would never own him for a fitother, 
or me for a Sifter, if I married him. 

That' early antipathy I have "heard accounted for ia 
this manner : 

Mr Lovelace ws|t always noted for his vivacity and 
courage ; and no lefst it feems, for the fwifc and fur* 
prifing progrefs he made in all paru of literature : 
J or diligence in his ftudies in the hours of ftudy, h( 
had hardly his eoual. This it feems was his general 
charaAer at the Univerfity ; and it gained him many 
firtends among the more learned ; while thofe who dia 
not love him, feared him, by reafon of the offence his 
vivacity made him too ready to give, and of the 
courage he fhewed in fupporting the ofience whea 
{^ven ; which procured him as many followers as he 
pleafcd among the mifchievoos fort. — No very amia* 
ble charaAer, you'll fay, upon the whole. 

But my Brother's temper was not more happy. Hit 
native haughtineis could not bear a fuperiori^ (b vi- 
ilble; and whom we fear more than love, we are not 
far from hating : And having lefs command of his 
paffions than the other, he was evermore the fubjcft 
of his perhaps indecent ridicule : So that they never 
net without quarrelling : And evcry-body, eiiher 
from love or fear, iiding with his ^ntagonift, he hud 
a moft uneafy time of it while both continued in the 
fame College. — It was the lefs wonder therefore that 
a young man who is not noted for the gentlenefs of 
bis temper, fhould refume an antipathy early begun, 
and io deeply rooted. 

He found my Sider, who waited but for the occa- 
jQon, ready to join him in his refentmenrs againft rhe 
man he hated. She utterly difdaimed all man- 
ner of regard for him : * Never liked him at all :— 
* His £it»ite was certainly mach incumbered : It was 
' impo&ble it ihould be otherwife ; fo entirely de« 
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* toted as he was to his pleafores. He kept QO houfe; 

* had DO equipage : Nobody pretended that he want* 

* ed pride : The reafon therefore was eafy to be 

* gueffed at/ And then did (he boaft of, and mj 
Brother praife her for^refuiing him : And both join- 
ed on all occafions to depreciate him, and not feldom 
made the occafions; their difpleafure againft him cau- 
fing everj fubjeA to run into this, if it began not 
widiit. 

I was not folicitous to vindicate hiip when I was 
not joined in their reflexions. 1 told them, I did not 
?alue him enough to make a difference in the family 
on hb account : And as he was fuppofed to have given 
too much caufe for their ill opinion of him, I thought 
he ought to take the confequence of his own faults. 

Now and then indeed, when I obferved that their 
vehemence carried them beyond all bounds of proba- 
bility in their charges againd him, I thought it but 
juftice to put in a word fur him. But this only Tub- 
je£ted me to reproach, as having aprepofTeffion in his 
favour which I would not own. — So that when I 
could not change the fubjedl, I ufed to retire either to 
my mufict or to my clofet. 

Their behaviour to him when they could not help 
feeing him, was very cold and difobliging ; but as yet 
not directly afiVontive. For they were in hopes of 
prevailing upon my Father to forbid his vifits. Bur» 
as there was nothing in his behaviour, that might war- 
rant fuch a treatment of a man of his birch and for- 
tune, they fuccceded not : And then they were very 
cameft with me to forbid them. I ajtked. What au- 
thority I had to take fuch a ftep in my Father'^ houfe; 
and when my behaviour to him was fo difiant, that 
he Teemed to be as much the gueft of any other per- 
fon of the family, themfelves excepted, as mine ?— 
In revenge, they told me, That it was cunning ma- 
nagement between us ; and that we both underjftood 
one another better than we pretended to do« ktA 
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at laft they gave fuch a loofe to their paffions, all of 
a fudden \a), as I may fay* that inftead of withdraw- 
ing, as they ufcd to do whfn he came, they threw 
themfelves in his way purpofciy to affront him. 

Mr. Lovelace, you may believe, very ill brooked 
this : But neverthelefs contented himfelf to complaia 
of it to me : In high terms however, telling me, that 
l>ut for my fake my Brother's treatment of him was 
not to be borne. 

I was forry for the merit this gave him in his owa 
opinion with me : And the more, as fome of the af* 
fronts he received were too flagrant to be excufed : 
But I told him. That I was determined not to fail 
out with my Brother, if I could help it^ whatever 
faults he had : And, flnce they could not fee one 
another with temper, ihould be glad that he wonlcj 
not throw himfelf in my Brother's way ; and I was 
fure my Brother would not feek him* 

He was very much nettled at this anfwer s But faid^ 
He mufl bear his affronts if I would have it fo. He 
had been accufcd himfelf of violence in his temper ; 
but he hoped to (hew on this occafion that he had ^ 
command of his pafHons which few young men, (b 
highly provoked, ^ould be able to (hew ; ^nd doubt* 
cd not but it would be attributed to a proper motive 
by a perfon of my generoiity and penetration. 

My Brother had juft before, with the approbation 
of my Uncles, employed a peribn related to a difchar- 
ged Bailiff* or Steward of Lord M. who had had the 
management^of fome part of Mr. Lovelace's afftiirs 
(from which he was aUo difmlfled by him) to inquire 
into his dUbTSi after his companions, into his amours^ 
and the like. 

My Aunt Hervey, in confIdencc» gaye me the fol* 
lowing particulars of what the man faid of him. 

* That he was a generous Landlord; That he 

(tf) The rea/bn of thif their more- openly ibewn animofity isgivom 
do LetfcT jiii. 
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rpared nothiDg for foltd and lafting improTcmeott 

Xn his Eftatc ; and that he looked into his owa 
irs, and underftood them : That he had been 
very expenfive when abroad ; and contraAed a large 
debt (for he made no fecret of his affairs); yet chofe 
to limit himfeif to an annual fum> and to decline 
equipage, in order to avoid being obliged to his Un- 
cle and Aunts ; from whom he might have what 
money he pleafed ; but that he was very jealous of 
their controul ; had often quarrels with them ; and 
treated them fo freely* that they were all afraid of 
him. However, that his £(tate was never mort- 
gaged» as my Brother had heard it was; hit credit 
was always high ; and the man believed, he was by 
this time near upon, if not quite, clear of the world. 
' He was a fad gentleman* he faid, as to women : — 
If his tenants had pretty daughters, they chofe to 
keep them out of his iight. He believed he kept 
no particular miftrefs ; for he had heard neweby, 
that was the man's word, was every-thing with 
him. But for his Uncle's and Aunt's leazings, the 
man fancied he would not think of marriage : He 
was never known to be difguifed with liquor ; but 
was a great plotter, and a great writer : That he 
lived a wild life in town, by what he had heard : 
Had Six or Seven companions, as bad as himfeif; 
whom now and then he brought down with him ; 
and the country was always glad when they went 
up again. He would have it, that altho* paiEonate, 
he was good humoured, loved as well to takea jeft 
as to give one ; and would rally himfeif, upon oc« 
cafion, the freeft of any man he ever knew.' 
This was his character from ah enemy; for, as my 
Aunt obferved, every-thing the man faid commend* 
ably of him came grudgingly, with a Mu/i need^fay--^ 
To do him jufticc^ &c. while the contrary was dell- 
▼ered with a free good- will. And this character « as a 
worie was cxpcited, tho' This was bad tuovx^. "asiX 
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anfwering the end of inqutrinf after it| mj Brother 
and Sifter were more apprehenfive than before, that 
his addreifi would be encouraged, fince the worft part 
of it was known, or fuppofed, when he was firfl in- 
troduced to my Sifter. 

But, with regard to mjfelf, I muft obfcrve in bis 
disfavour, that notwithftanding the merit he wanted 
to make with me for his patience upon my Brother^ 
ill-treatment of him, I owed him no compUmenrs for 
trying co conciliate with hm. Not that I believe it 
would have fignified any thing if he had made ever 
fiich court either to him or to my Sifter: Yet one 
might have expeAcd from a man of his politenefs, and 
from his pretenfions, you know, that he would have 
been willing to try. Inftead of which.. he fhe wed fuch 
a contempt bodi of my Brother and Sifter, efpecially 
of my Brother, as was conftrued inta a defiance of 
them, i^nd for me to have hinted at an alteration in 
his behaviour to my Brother, WdS an advantage I knew 
he would have been proud of ; and which thereforel 
had no mind to give him. But I doubted not that 
having fo very little encouragement from affvbody, his 
pride would loon take fire, and he would of himlelf 
difcontinue his vifits. or go to town ; where, till he 
•came acquainted with our family, he ufed chiefly to 
refide : And in this latter cafe he had no reafon to 
cxpefl, that I would receive, much lefs anfiver, his 
Letters ; the occafion which had led me to receive it- 
ny of his being by this time over. 

But my BiH)ther's antipathy would not permit him 
to luatt for fuch an events and after feverai excefles, 
which Mr 'Lovelace ftill returned with contempt, and 
a haughtinefstoo much like that of the aggreflbr, my 
Brother took upon himfelf to fill up the door«way 
once whtn he came, as if to oppoie his entrance : 
And, upon his a(king for me^ demanded^ What hit 
bufineis was with his Sifter ? 

The other» with a challeoging air; as mj Brother 
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fays, told him. He would aDfwer a Gentleman anj^ . 
^eftioD ; but he wi(Led that Mr. James Harlowe, . 
who had of late given himfelf liigh airs, would re* 
member that he was not now at College. 

Juft then the good Dr. Lewen, who frequently 
honours me with a vjfit of Conver/athn, as he it 
pteafed to call it, and had parted with me io my own . 
parlour, came to the door ; and hearing the words, 
ioterpofed; both having their hands upon their fwords: . 
And telling Mr. Lovelace where I wast he burft by 
my Brother, to come to me; leaving him chafing, he 
faid, like a hunted boar at bay. 

This alarmed us alt My JFather was pleafed to 
Uiit to Mr. Lovelace, that he wifhed he would dif- 
condnue his vifits, for the peace-fake of the family : 
And I, by his command, fpoke a great deal plainer. 
) But Mr. Lovelace is a man not eafily brouglit to 
give up his pnrpofe, efpecially in a point wherein he 
|tetends his heart is fo much engaged : And no ab» . 
folute prohibition having been given, things went on 
for a little while as before : For 1 faw plainly, that to 
f have denied myfelf to his vifits (which however I de- 
clined receiving as often as I could) was to bring for* 
wtrd fome dcfperate iflue between the two; fince the 
offence fo readily given on one fide was brooked by 
the other only out of confideration to me. 

And thus did my Brother*s rafhnefs lay me under 
an obligaiion where I would lead have owed it. 

The intermediate propoVals of Mr. Symmes and 
Mr^ Mullinsy both (in turn) encouraged by my Bro- 
ther, induced him to be more patient for a while^ as 
nobody thought me over- forward in Mr. Lovelace** 
favour ; for he hoped that he (hould engage my Father 
and Uncles to opprove of the one or the other, in op- 

rsfition to the man he hated. But when he found that 
had intereft enough to difengage myrc:lf from the ad* , 
drefies of thofe gentleman, as I had (before he victa 
to ScotJanJ^ aad before Mr* Lovelace \Vfiiicd bcte"^ cA 

vot.i: Q V^ 
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Mr. Wycrlcy's, he then kept no meafures : And firft 
'fet hicnfelf to upbraid me for a fuppofed prepoflciBoD, 
^ which he treated as if it were criminal ; aad then to 
insult Mr. Lovelace in perfon, at Mr Edward 
Symmes*8y the Brother of the other Symmes» two 
miUs off; and no good Dr Lewen being there to in- 
lerpofe* the unhappy Rencounter followed. My Bro- 
ther was difarmed, as you have heard ; and on being 
brought home, ana giving us ground to fuppofe be 
Was much worfe burr than he really was, and a fever 
enfqing, every one flarmed out ; and all was laid at 
my door. 

Mr. Lovelace for three days together ftnt twice 
each day to inquire after my Brother's health ; and 
altho* he received rude and even (hocking returns, he 
thought fit on the fourth day to make io perfon the 
f;lme inquiries ; and, received ftill greater incivilities 
from my two Uncles, who happened to be both there. 
^y Father aUo was held by force from going to him 
with his fword in his hand, altho' he had the gout 
upon him. 

I fainted away with terror, feeing every one (b vio- 
lent^ and hearing Mr. Lovelace fwear that he would 
not depart till he had made my Uncles afk his pardon 
for the indignities he had received at their hands ; a 
^oor being held faA locked between him and them. 
My Mother all the time was praying and ftruggliog 
to wiih-ho!d my Father in the Great Parlour. Mean 
while my Sifter, who had treated Mr. Lovelace with 
virulence, came in to me, and infulted me as faft as I 
jrecov^red. But when Mr. Lovelace was told how ill 
I was, he departed ; neverthelefs vowing revenge. 

He was eter a favourite with our domeftics. tih 
bounty to them, and having always fomething face- 
tious to fay to each , had made them all of his party : 
iind on this occaiion they privately blamed every-bodjr 
xFfe, and reported his calm and gentlemanly behaviour 
//iJJ shcjXinQQMQns givea him ran very high) in fuch 
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fitvaorable termsy that thof;: reports, and my appre- 
Keofionsof the confcquence of this treatment, induced 
me to r^ad a Letter he lent me that night ; and, it be- 
iog written in the moft rcfpeftful terms (offering to 
fubaiit the whole to mj decifion, and to govern him- 
felf entirely by my will) to anfmer it fome days after. 

To this unhappy neceffity was owing our renewed 
correfpondcnce, as I may call it : Yet 1 did not write 
till 1 had informed myfelf from Mr. 5ymmes*s Bro- 
ther, that he was really infulted into the aA of draw- 
ing his f)¥ord by my Brother's repeatedly threaiening 
(upon his excudng himfeit out of regard to tat) to 
brand him if he did not ; and, by all the inquiry I 
couid make, that he was again the fuflFerer troip my 
Uncles in a more violent manner than 1 have related. 
The fame circumftances were related to my Father 
and other rclatioos by Mr Symmcs ; but they had 
gone too far in making themklves parties to the quar* 
rel either to retract or forgive ; and I >»'as fv>rbidde.n to 
correfpond with him» or to be fcen a moment in his 
company. 

One thing however I can fay, but that in confi- 
dence, bccauie my Mother eommanded me not to 
mention it :— That, expreffing her apprehenfion o£ 
the coi^fcqutnces of the indignities offered to Mr. 
Lovelace, Ihe told me, She would leave It to my pru- 
dence to do all i could to prevent the impending mis- 
chief on one fide. 

I am obliged <o break ofiF. But I believe I hare 
written enough to anlwer very fully all that you have 
required of me. It is not for a child to (eek to clear 
herown chirader, ortojuftify her aAions^ at the 
expeace of the moft revered ones : Tet, as I knov 
that the account •of all thofe further proceedings by 
which 1 may be aflFeAed> will be intereiling to ib dear 
a friend (who will communicate to others no more 
than what is fitting) I will continue to write^ a« I h^^^ 
opportunirf, u minutely as we arc u(cd vo xirvvs- v-^ 



each othoTr Indeed I have bo delight, as I hare often . 
told you, equal to that which I take in converfing 
with you— By Utter, when I cannot in Per/on. 

Mean time, I cannot help faying, that I am exceed- 
ingly concerned to find, that I am become fo muck 
ihc public talk-as you tell me I anu Your kind, your 
precautionary regard for my feme, and the opportu- 
nity you have given me to tell my own Story previous - 
to any new accident (which Heaven avert !) is fo like 
the warm friend I have ever found in my dear Mifs 
Howe» that, with redoubled obligation, you bind x^c 
^to be 

Totir ever grateful and affectionate^ 

Clarissa Hahlowe. 

Copy of the requefled Preamble to the claufes in her 
Cran(^ather*s IVilh Inclofedin the preceding Letter. 

A S the particular eftate I have mentioned and de- 
**- fcribed above, is principally of my own raifing-? . 
A%. my three Sons have been tmcommonly profperous; 
and are very rich : The eldeft, by means of the unex* 
,pe£led benefits he reaps from his new-found mines : 
The iecond, by what has, as unexpededly, fallen in- 
to him on the deaths of feveral relations of his prefenc 
wife, the worthy daughter by both fides of very ho- 
nourable families ; over and above the very large por*. 
tion which he received with her in marriage : My Son* 
Antony, by his Cad-India traffic, and/fuccefsful voy-* 
ages : As furthermore ihy Grandfon James vviii be 
fufficiently provided for by his Grandmother Lovell's 
kindnefs to him ; who, having no near relations, hath, 
aflured me, that fibe hath, as well by Deed of Gift as 
by Will, left him both her ScottiOi and Englifh Eftates : 
For never was there a family more profperous in all 
its branches, blefTed be God therefore : And as my 

, faid Son James will very probably make it up to my 
•Grand-daughter Arabella ; ta whom I intend no dil- 

^/pe(^; QQt Ju^vc reafon j for Ihc ia a very hopeful 



JtCti j^ 



Clarifla Harlowe. 29^ 



and dmifol child : And as my Sons/ John and Antony,.. 
ieem not inclined to a married life ; fo that my Son 
James is the only one who has children, or is likely 
U)liave any — Eor all thefe reafons *, and becaufe my 
ije«reft and beloved Grand-daughter Clarifla hath beeix^ 
from her infancy a matchkfs young creature in her 
duty to me, and admired by all who knew her, as a 
▼cry extraordinary child ; I muft therefore take the 
fkkhhrc of codddering her as my owrf peculiar child; 
aod this without intendtog offence ; and I hope it will 
fiot be taken* as any, Gncc my Son James can be flow 
his favours accordingly, and in greater proportion, 
ppoahisi Son Jacnes, and upon his daughter Arabella, 
r— Thefe, I iay, are the reafons which move me to dif« 
•pofe of the .above-defcribed Eftate in. the precious 
cbjld'S favour; who is the delight of my Old-age : 
And, I verily think, has contributed, by her amiable 
duty, and kind and tender regards, to prolong my life, 
i . Wherefore it is my exprefs Will and Command- 
flocfcit, suid I enjoin my faid three Sons, John, James, 
iad Antony,^ and my Grandfon James^ and my 
G^nd-daughter Arabella, as thT*y value my Blefling, 
ind will regard my Memory, and would wifh their 
ownlaft Wills and Defires to be fulfilled by their Sur^ 
vivdrs, that they will not impugn or conteft the fol- 
lowing bequefts and devifes in favour of my faid 
Gfand-daughter Clarifla, altho' they fhould not be 
firiAly conformable to Law or to the forms thereof . 
nor fuffer them to be controverted or diijputed on anjf ' 
pretence whatfpever. 
And in this confidence, &c. Sec. Sec, 

L E T T E R V. 

M/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mi/s Howb,\ 

Jan. 20. 
T HAVE been hindered from profecuting my in(en« 
-^ tioo* Neither nights nor iuocm&^« Vim^ >Q«tTL 
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my own. My Mother has been very ill ; and would 
have DO other nurfe bat me. I have not ftirred from 
her bedfide (for (he kept her bed) ; and two nights I 
had the honour of (haiiog it with her. 

Her difordcr was a very violent Colic • The con- 
tentions of thefe fierce* thefe malculinc fpirits, and the 
apprehenfion of mifchiefs that may arife from the 
cncreafing animofity which all here have agatnft Mr* 
Lovelace, and his too-well known rcfentine and intre- 
pid charafter^ Oie cannot bear. Then the foundations 
laid) as £be dreads, fur jealoufy and heart-burnings in 
her own family, late fo happy and fo united^ afflidl ex- 
ceedingly a gentle and fenfible mind, which has from 
the beginning, on all occafions, facrificed its own in' 
ward iatisfa^ion to outward peace. My Brother and 
Sider, who ufed very often to jiir, are now fo entirely 
one, and are ib much together {cabaihfig w^ihcwot^ 
that dropped from my Mother's lips, as if at un- 
awares) that (he is very fearful of the confequencet 
that may follow ;— to my prejudice, perha ps, is ber 
kind concern ; fince (be fees that they behave to me 
every hour with more and more ihynefs and relerve : 
Yet. would Ihe but exert that authority which the 
fupeiiorhy of her fine talents gives her, all tkeie fa- 
mily feuds might perhaps be extinguilhed in their but- 
yet beginnings; eipeciaiiy as (he may be aflured that 
all fitting concefEons (hail be made by me, not onlf 
as my Brother and Sifter are my Elders, but for the 
fake of to exctllent and fo indulgent a Morher. 

For, li I may f ly to you, my dear, what I would 
not to any other perfan living* it is my opinion^ that 
had (he been of a temper that would have borne lefs, 
ihe would have had ten tim^s icfs to bear than ihe 
has had. No commendation, you'll f ly, ok the gene- 
rofiiy of thofe fpirits which can turn co its own d.f- 
quiet fo much condef vending goodn^fs. 

Upon my word I am iometimes tempted to (hinlfif^ 
that we may make the world allow for and refpcA ui' 
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as we pleafc*, if we can but be Aurdy in our wills, and 
fct out accordingt/. It is but being the lefs beloved 
for it, that's all : And if we have power to oblige 
thofe we have to do with, it will not appear to us 
that we are. Our flatterers will tell us any-thing 
fooner than our faultf, or what they know we do not 
like to hear. 

Were there not truth in this obfcrvation, is it pof- 
fible that my Brother and Sifter could make their very 
failings, their vehemences, of fuch importance to all 
the family ? * How will my Son^ how will my N&^ 

* phew^ take this or that meafure ? What will he fay 

* to it ? J^t us rocfult him about it,;' are references 
always previous to every refolution taken by his fupc- 
riorsy whofe will ought to be his. Well may he c;x« 
pcA to be treated with this deference by every other 
pafuUy when my Father himfelf, generally fo al folute, 
conftaotly pays it to him ; and the more fince his 
Godmother's bounty has given independence to a fpi* 
rit that was before under too little reilraii)t. — But whU 
ther may thtfe reflections lead me ! — I know you do 
not Ipve any of us but my Mother and me ; and, bcr 
ing above ail difguifes, make me fenfible that you do 
not oitener than 1 wi(h. — Ought I then to add force 
to your difltkes of thofe whom i wifli you to like ?•«- 
of my Father efpecially ; for he, alas ! ha2> fomeexcu(<s 
for his impatience ot conti adictiou. He is not natu* 
raify.SLU ill cempered man ; and in his perlbn and aif^^ 
and in his coovcriktion tooj.when not under the tor- 
ture of a gouty paroxifu), cvc:iy«body diltinguifhes 
the genileiuan born and educated. 

Our Sex pei haps mult exp^ Ct to bear a lictle un* • 
court tinefs ihall 1 call it \ — rrom the Hujhand whom^ 
as the Lever they let know the prccreucc tiieir hearts 
gave him to all oti^er men. — bay wnat they will of 
gcneroflty being a manly virtue ; but upon my word,-. 
ai> de«ir, I have ever yet obfcrved, that u is aoi to 
be met .with in that Sex one time in veuOi^x. vvv^ vo\a 
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found in ours.— But my Father was Toured by t 
cruel diftemper 1 have named : w^ich fcized him \ 
at once in the very prime of life, in fo violent a ma 
ncr as to take from the moft aftive of minds> as L 
was, all power of aftlvity, and that in all appcaran 
for life.— It imprifooed, as I may fay, hfs lively fpk; 
in himfelf, and turned the edge of them againft \ 
own peace , his extraordinary profperity adding to 1 
impaiiency. Thofe, I believe, who want the few< 
earthly bleflings, moft regret that they want any. 

But my Brother ! what excufe can be mads for I 
haughty and morofe temper i He is really, my des 
I am forry to have occaOon to fay it, an ill-tempei 
young man ; and treats my Mother fometimes— I 
deed he is not dutiful. — But, pofleffiog every«thin 
he has the vice of age mingled with the ambition 
^ouih, and enjojs nothing — but his own haughtln< 
and ill- temper. I was going to fay. — Yet again am 
adding force to your diflikes of fome of us. — One 
my dear, it was perhaps in your power to ha 
moulded him as you pleafed.-^Could you have be 
my Sifter ! — ^Then had 1 had a Fr'und in a Sifler.- 
But no wonder that he does not love you now ; wl 
xculd nip in the bud, and that with a difdain, let n 
fay> too much, of kin to his haughtinefs, a paffion (b 
■would not have wanted a fervor worthy of the objc^ 
and which poilibly would have made him worthy. 

But no more of this. I will profecute my form 

•intention in my next ; which 1 will fit down to as (o< 

as breakfaft is over ; difparching this by the mefTcni 

whom you have fo kindly fcnt to inquire af;er u$ \ 

my filence. Mean time, 1 an)» 

Tpur moft affcSlionate and obliged 

Friend andfervanty 

QL. HAKLOWff. 
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L E T T E R VL 

Mifi Cla&rissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howi. 

Harhwe- Piece, Jan, 20. 
T WILL now rcfumc mj narrative of. proceedings 
* here. — My Brother being in a good way, although. * 
jon may be furc that his rcfcntmcnts are rather height - ■ 
coed than abated by the galling diigrace he has re* 
ceived, piy friends (my Father and Uncles, bowever> .. 
if: not my Brother and SiAcr) begin to think that I . 
kave been treated unkindly. My Mother has been fo 
good as to tell me this fince I fentaway my Izd. .. 

Nevcrthelefs I believe they all think that I receive 
Letters from Mr. Lovelace. But Lord M. being in- - 
dined rather to fupport than to blame his Nephew, « 
they feem to be fomuch afraid of Mr. Lovelace, that 
they do not put it to me whether I do or not ; con- ~ 
Diving qn the contrary, as it fhouldfeem, at the only . 
nethod left to allay the vehemence of a fp\rit which . 
th^y have fo much provoked : For he ftlll infifts upon - 
3fttis£a£tioa f com my Uiicles; and this poflibly (for Kc ; 
wants not Art) as the beft way to be introduced again 1 
with fume Advantage into our family. And i ndeed my 
A^nt Hervcy has put it to my Mother, whether it 
Mre not bed to prevail upon my Brother to take a 
tarn tahis Yorkfhtre Eftate (which he was intending 
to do before) and to ftay there till all is blown over, . 

Btitthis is very far from being his intention : For - 
be -has already begun to hint again, that he fhall never 
be eafy or fatisfied till I am married ; and) finding* 
neither Mr. Symmes, nor Mr. MuUins wUl be accepc- - 
ed, has propofcd Mr. Wyerley once more, . on the 
fcore of his great pa/lion for me, . This I have again .^ 
rejected ; and but ycftcrday he mentioned one who 
has applied to him by Letter, making high oSlrs 
This is Mr. Solmes ; Rich Solmes you.know they call . 
Kim. But this application has not met with ihe at- 
tention of one fingle fou). ^ 

C5 \s. 
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If none of his fchemes of getting me married take 
effcA. he has thoughts, I am told, of propofing to me 
to go to Scotland, that* as the compliment is, I maj 
put his houfe there in fuch order as our own is in. But 
this my Mother intends to oppofe for her own fake ; 
becaufe, having relieved her, as ihe is pleafed to fay, 
oFthc houfehold cares(for which my Siuer, you knoyr^ 
had no turn) they mud again devolve upon her if I go. 
And if Jhe did not oppofe it, /(hould ; for, believe, 
me, I have no mind to be his boufekeeper ; and I 
am fure, were I to go with him, i ihould be treated 
rather as a fervant than a Sifter :— -Perhaps, not the 
better becaufe I am his Sifter. And if Mr, Lovelace 
(hould follow me, things might be worfc than they are 
now. 

But I have befought my Mother, who is apprchcn* 
five of Mr. Lovelace's vifiis, and for fear of whom my 
Uncles never ftir out without arms and armt d fervants 
(my Brother alfo being near well enough to go abroad) 
to procure, me permiffioo to be your gucft for a fort- 
uighr, or fo.— Will your Mother^ think you, my 
dear, give mc kave ? 

I dare not aflc to go to my dairy ^houfe^ as my good 
Grandfather would call it : For I am now afraid of 
being tb(^ught to have a wifli to enjoy that indcpend* 
cnce to which his Will has intitied me : And as 
maters are fttuated, fbch a wi(h would be imputed to 
my regard to the man to whom they have now (o 
great an antipathy. And indeed could I be as eafy and 
happy here as 1 ufcd to be, I would dety that man and 
all his Sex ; and never repent that I have given the 
power of my fortune into my Father's hands. 

Just now, my Mother has rejoiced me with the 
news that my rcqneflcd permiiE on is granted. Every 
one thinks it beft that I lliould go to )ou, except my 
Broiher. But be was told, that he muft not expcA 
^o rule in every thing, i am to be f^nt for into the 

Great 
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Great Paf lour, where are my two Uncles and my 
Aunr Hervev, atid to be acquainted with this con* 
ccilion in form. 

You know, my dear, that there is a good deal of 
ibiemnity. among us. But never was there a family 
iriore united to its dl£Ferent branches than ours. Our 
TTficles con fide r us as their own children, and declare 
that it is for our fakes they live Iingle. So that they 
are advifed with upon every article relating to us, or 
that may afi^tc^ us It is therefore the lefs wonder, 
at a time when they underftand that Mr. Lovelace 
is determined to pay us an amicable vifit, as he calls it 
(but which I am fure cannot end amicably) that they 
fhould both be confulted upon the permifBbn I bad 
defired to attend you. 

T WILL acquaint you with what pafilid at the gene- 
ral leave given me to be your gueft: And yet I 
know that you will not love my Brother the better foi^ 
my communication. But I am angry with him my- 
fclf» and cannot help it. And befides, it is proper to 
let you know the tocms 1 go upon^ and their motives 
for permittfng^me to go. 

Clary, faid my Mother^ as foon as I entered the 
Great Parlour, your requeft to go to Mifs Howe's fot 
a few days has been taken into confideraiion, and 
granted— ' 

Much againft my liking, I aflUre you, faid mf 
Brother, rudely interrupting her. 

Son James J faid my Father, and knit his brows. 
* He was not daunted. His arm is in a fling. He 
often has the mean art to /ook upon that^ when any. 
thing is hinted that may be fuppoftd to lead towards 
the leaft favour to or reconciliation with Mr. Love- 
laces— Let the j^iW then [l am often the ^ir/ with 
himj be prohibited feeing that vile Libertine. 

Ntfbody fpoke. 

Da you hear. Sifter Clary* ? taking thclx fikxit.^ ^o\ 

C 6 ^'^^\^ 
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approbation of what hi had diftated ; jou are not t» 
r«ccivc vifiis from Lord M's Nephcvir. 

Evcrj oa£ fl ill .remained fllenr. 

Do you fo underftand the licence you have^.Miis \ 
interrogated he. 

I would be glad, Sir,, fald I, to underftand that yon 
are my Brother \ — and that yau would underftand that 
you are only my Brother, 

the fond,. fond heart \ wi^h a fneer of inflilt^ 
lifting up his hanJs»-^ 

Sir, faid Ito my Father,., to yoor jnftice I* appeal: 
If I have deferved refledtion, . let me not be fpared. 
But if I. am to be anfwerable for the rafhnefi-^ 

No more l^— No more of cither fide, faid my Fa- 
tfier. You are not to receive the vifits of that Love- 
lace, tho'.-r— Nor are you, Son James, to refleA upon 
your Sifter. She is a worthy child. 

Sir, I have done, replied he ;— and yet I have htr 
honour at heart, as much as the honoar of the reft k& 
the family. 

And hencey Sir, retorted I, your unbrotherlf rc- 
fli^£bions upon me ? 

■Well but you obfcrvc, Mifs, faid he, that it is not 
i, but your Fathety that tells you, that you arc 
XLOt to receive the vifits of that Lovelace.- 

Coufin Harlowe, faid my Aunt Hervey,, allow ma 
to fay. That my Coufin Clary's prudence may bo 
confided in. 

1 am convinced it may, joined my Mother. 

But, Aun^, but, Madam (put in my Sifter) there 
is no hurt, I prefumc, in letting my Sifter know the 
condition fhe goes to Mifs Howe upon ; fince, if he 
gets a knack of vifidng her there — 

You may be fare, interrupted my Uncle Harlowe, 
he will endeavour to fee her there. 

So would fuch an impudent man here^ faid my 
Uncle Antony : And *tis better there than here. 

Better no'ivhere^ faid my Father. — I command you 
7 C^Uming 



IiCt, 7. Clariffa Harlowe. 37^ 

(corning to me) on pain of my difpleafurr, that yoa 
lee him not at all. 

1 will noty. Sir, in any way of encouragement^ I 

do afltire you : Nor at ail, if I can properly avoid ic. 

; Ton koow with what indifference, faid my Mother^ 

ihe has hitherto ieco him.T-^Her prudence may be 

tyuiled fio^ «a my Siller Hcrvey faysr. 

With what appa — rent indifference, drolled my^ 
9rothen- 

. Son James h faid my Father, ftcrnly ! 
. r have done, Sir» faid he But again^ in- a pro* 
▼oking manner,, he reminded me of the prohibitioD»v 

Thus ended this conference, 
i Will you engage,, my dear, that the bated man 
&all not come near your houie ?— -But what an incon- 
fiftence is this,, when they confent to my goings 
thinking' his viiics here no otherwife to be avoided !-— 
But if he does come, I charge you never kave us 
alone together... 

As I have no reafon to doubt a welcome from your 
^ood Mother, I: will put every-thiog in order herc^ 
and be with yoa in two or three day?. . 
Jdcaatime, lam 

Ygiut mojl affetlionate and obliged 

pLlRlSSi HiRLowm. 

LETTER VH. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mlfs Howe. . 

\,^ter her ntumfrom herX 

Harlowe- Placcy . Feb, 20. - 

T BICG your excufe for not writing fooner« Alas, 
^ my dear, I have fad profpeOs before me FMy 
Brother and Sifter have iuceeded in their views. 
They have found out another Lover for me ; an hi- 
deous one!-<>Yet he is encouraged by every-body, 
Mo wonder that I was ordered home fo fuddenly • At 
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\ hour*s warning I — tio other notice, you know, 
an what was brought with the chariot that was to 
irry me back^^ — It was for fcar^ as I have been in- 
irmed [an unworthy fear !] that I fhould have en-* 
red into any concert with Mr. Lovelace had I 
sown their motive for commanding me home ^ ap^' 
rehcndingy 'tis evident, that I (hould difHke the man 
key had to propofe to me* 

And well might they apprehend fo :— -For who d^* 
ou think he is? — ^No other than that Slimes! — 
Jould you have believed it ? — And they are all deter- 
mined too ; my Mother with the reft! — Dear, dear 
xccllence i how could (he be thus brought over, when 

am aflured, that on his firft being propofcd flie was 
(leafed to fiy. That had Mr. Solmcs the Indtes id 
>oficifion, and would endow me with them, (he 
hould not think him deferving of her Clarifla ? 

The reception I met with at my return, fo diflPer- 
:nt from what I ufcd to meet with on every little ab-^ 
fence [And now I had been ft-om them three weeksl 
convinced me that I was to fufTcr for the happinefs T- 
had hud in your company and converfation for that- 
pioft agreeable period, I will give you an account 
of it. 

My Brother met me at the door, and gave me his 
hand when I llcppcd out of the chariot. He bjwed 
very low; p.gy^ Mif^, favour mc.— I thought it in 
good humour ; but found it afterwards mock-refptft: 
And fo he led me in great form, I prattling all the 
way, II <^uiringif tvtry-bocy$heahh (althol wasfj 
foon to 4cc them, and there was hardiy time f >r an- 
iwei^)uuothe Great Parlour: where were my Fa- 
thtT, Mother, my two Uncles, and Sifter. 

1 W.S rtruck all cf a heap a. foon as I entered, to 

iL£l ^'^\;\'*'* countenance of every dear 

!»••«■ MWlcd . Theo tt> uiy Mother : AniiBec 

fcom 
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firom both a cold falatc : From my Father a Ueffing 
but half pronounced : My Mother indeed called me 
Child ; but embraced me not with her uiual indulgent 
ardor. 

After I had paid my duty to my Unctcs, and my 
compltmeots to my Sifter, which (he received with 
folemn and ftiff form; I wis bid to fit down. But my 
heart was full t And I faid it became me to ftaod, if 
I could ftaod^ upon a reception to awful aod unufuaL 
I was forced to turn my face from them, aud pull out 
my handkerchief. 

My unbrotherly accuftr hereupon -ftood forth, and 
charged me wuh having received no leis thzxijivc or 
fixvifits at M:fs Howe*s from the man they had all 
fo much reafon to hate [that was theexpreffionj; not* 
withftandiog the commands I had had to the contrary. 
And he bid mc deny it if 1 could^ 

I had never been uled, I faid^ to deny the truth ; 
aor would I now. I owned I had in the three weeks 
pafled feeo the perfon 1 prefumed he meant of tenet 
than five or fix times LPiay hear me. Brother, faiJ I; 
itit he was going to flame out j« But he always aficed 
for Mrs. or Mifs Howe, when he came* 

I proceeded^ That I had reafun to believe, that 
both Mrs. Howe and Mifs^ as matters ftood, would 
much rather have excufed his vifits ; but th ^y had 
more than once apologized, that having not th. Time 
reafon my Papa had to forbid him their houte, his 
rank and fortune intitled him to civility. 

Xoufee^ my dear^ I made not the pleas I mrght bavs 
wmde. 

My Brother feen ed ready to give a loofe to his 
paffion ; My Father put on the countenance which 
always portends a ga hering florm : My uncles mut-: 
teringly whifpcrcd : And my Silter aggrava.ingly held 
up her hand% While I begged to be heard out: — 
and my Morhei i'aid> JLiCt the chUd^ that was her kmd 
«ord| be heard. 
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I hoped, I faid, there was no Eairm done : Thaf it. 
became not me to prefcribo to Mrs. or MIfs Howe 
who fhould be their vifkers : That Mrs. Howe wat 
always diverted with the raillery that pafled between 
Mils and him : That I had bo reafon to challenge her 
^ue(\ for my vifiter, as I fhould feem to have done had 
1 refufed to go into their company when he was with 
them : That I had never feen him out of the prefence 
of one or both of thofe Ladies ; . and had Signified to 
him once, on his urging for a few moments private 
conver ration with me, that unlefs .a Reconciliation 
were efiPeded between my family and his^. he muft 
not expeA that I wbutd countenance his viiits, much 
lefs give him an opportunity of that fort. 
' I. told them further, That Mifs Howe fo well un* 
derftood my mind, that flie never, left me a moment 
while NJr. Lovelace was there : That when be came^ 
if I was not below in the parlour, I would not fu£fer 
myfeif to be caNed to him : Altho* I thought it would 
be an afieAation which would give him advantage ra»' 
ther than the contrary, if I had left company when h^ 
came in ; or refufed to enter into it when I 'found he 
would ftay anyi time. 

: My Brother heard me out with fuch a kind of im-* 
patience as (hewed he was rcfoived to be diflatisfied 
with me, fay what I would. . The reft, as the event 
has proved, behaved as if they'Ti;&s</a! have been fatif*- 
£cd, had they not further points to carry by iatimi-- 
dating me. All this made it evident, as I mentioned 
»bove, that they themfelves expeded not my volun- 
tary compliance; and was a tacit confeilion of the. 
difagreeablencfs of the perfon they had to propofe. , 
: I was no fooncr filent than my Brother {wortf 
altho* in my Father's prefcQce ;(fwore, unchecked 
cither by eye. or countenance) That for his part, he 
would never be reconciled to that Libertine : And that 
be would renounce me for a Sifter^ if I encouraged the 
addrefies of a man fo obnoxious to tbem all. . 
< . A man 
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A man who -had like to have becD my Brother's 
murderer /my Sifter faid, with a face even burfUng 
with rcftraint of pafilon- 

The poor Bella has/ you know, a plomp hjgh^fi^4 
fice, if I may be allowed the expreffion. You^ I 
know, will forgive me for this liberty of fpeech fooner 
than I can forgive myfelf : Tet how can one be fuch 
a reptile as not to turn when trampled upon ( 

My Father, with vehemence both of aAion and 
voice [my Father has, you know, a terrible voice 
irhen he is angry Ij told me that I had met with too 
piuch indulgeoce in being allowed to refufe thii 
gentleman, and the other gentleman \ and it was now 
\fU turn to be obeyed. 

■ Very true, my Mother faid :««-And hoped his will 
would not now be difputed by a child fo favoured, . 

To flxew they were all of a fcntimenr, my Uncle 
Harbaiic faid. He hoped hb beloved Niece onlf 
Wanted to know her Father's will, to obey it* 

And my Uncle Antony ^ in his rougher manner^ 
addedy That furely.I woulidnpt.giyp.tbeiiv reafoq t^. 
apfur^hend, that I thought my Grandfather's favour 
to me had m^de me independent of them all.r*-If I 
did, he would tell mei the Will could be fet afide, and 
lb$uld. 

I was aftoni(hed, you muft needs think. — ^Whofc 
addrefles now, thought I, is this treatment prepara- 
tive to ?— Mr. Wyerlcy's again ?— or whofe .? And 
then, as high comparifons, where lelf is concerned* 
fooner than low, come into young peoples heads ; 
Be it for whom it will, this is wooing a$ the Englilh 
did for the heirefs of Scotland in the time of Edward 
the Sixth. But that it could be for Soimes* how 
fhould it enter into my head ? 

I did not know, 1 laid, that I had given occaiiOQ 
for thb harihnefs. I hoped 1 ihould always have a . 
juft fcofe of every one's favour to me, fuperadded to 
the duty I owed as a Pau^bter and ft Niece ; But 
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that I was To much furprifed at a reception fo** unufuil .^ 
and unexpeAedy that I hoped my Papa and Mammt ^ 
would give me leave to retire, in order to recoUcA v 
my ft if. i^ 

No one gainfaying, I made my filent comp1imentf| 
and withdrew ; — ^leaving my Brother and Siller,, as t ^^ 
thought, pleafed ; and as if they wanted to congratu- 
late each other on having occafioned fo fevere a bcgio^ 
ing to be made with mc« 

I went Up to my chamber, and there with my niitn* . 
fill Hannah deplored the determined face which the - 
new propofal it was plain they had to make ac v 
Wore. 

I had not recovered myfelf when I was fent f^t 
down to tea. I begged by my maid to be excufed . 
attending' ; but on the repeated command, went doini ; 
with as much cbearfulnefs as I could aflame ; aod ' 
had a new fault to clear myfelf of : For my Brother/ 
fo pregnant a thing is determined ill-will, by intimi^ 
ttons cqaally rude and intelligible, charged my defirc 
of be:ng exciifcd coming down, to Su liens becaufc a' 
certain perfon had bren fpoken againft, upon whotn, 
as he fuppoied, my fancy ran. 

I could eafiiy i^ufwer von. Sir, Ciid I, as fuch a 
reflctili.)n d<f:rvrs ; But I f rbear, if I Jo not find - 
a Bio her in yoit, \v i' ihail !»avf a Sifter ia me. 

Prcit; mtekncs ! Bciia whilptringly faid ; looking 
at my Bruthn, ind lifung u,* her lip in contcmpr. 

He, wi.'h dii I'Mpcrious air, bid mc dcjtrve his 
Love, anil I thou Id be lure to h vc it. 

As ^e ia>, ii>y Mothct, io hei admirable manner 
cxputiatvd upon brotherly andiir^erly love indulgendj 
bl.tmLd my Brother and Siller fur having taken up 
d^fpjcaiurc loo ii^ htiy Hgainft me , and politically, if 
1 uiHy lo <ay, aiii wen d for my obtdience to my Fa- 
ther's wiii. — Jhvti it would be all wel'^ my Fatber was 
plcdtcd lo iay : Then they (bouli doai upn me^vi »^ tw^ 
^lo^hcr's cXf^i'cdiou ; Love mc as tweU a4 cutr ^ ^^^*vxvl 
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Sifter's: And my Uncles, TTnit I then /bould be the 
prtde of their hearts* — But, a^s ! ^hat a forfeiture of 
all thefe rouft I make \ \ 

This was the reception I haik^ my return from 
yon. ^^ 

Mr. Solmes came in before w£ bad done Tea. My 
Uncle Antony prcfented him to mtr-, as a gentleman 
he had a particular friendQiip for. My Uncle Har- 
lowc in terms equally favourable for him. My Father 
fiid, Mr. Solmes is my friend, Clariffa Harlowe. 
My Mother looked at him, and looked at me, now- 
and*then, as he fat near me, 1 thought with concern. 
— ^I at her^ with eyes appealing for piry. At hinip 
when I could glance at him, with difguft lirtle fhort 
of affrightment. While my Brother and Sifter Mr. 
Sobus*d him, and Sirr*d him up, at every word. 
So carreflcd in (hort, by all ; — ycx iuch a wtetch !— 
But I will at pref^nt only add. My humble thanks 
and duty to your honoured MoiKer (to whom I wiH 
particularly write, to exprefs the grateful Senfel have 
of her goodnefs to me); and thit I am 

Tour ever obliged 

Cl. Harlows. 

LETTER VIII. 

Mi/i Clarissa Hai^lowb, To Mifs Howb. 

Feb. 24« 

nrHET drive on here at a furious rate. The 
* man lives here, I th'nk. He courts them, and 
is more and more a favourite. Such rerm^y fjch 
Settlemeotb ! That's the cr}. 

O my dear, that I had not r.afon to deplore the 
f.4inilj-fault, immenfely rich as they all ari ! But this 
I may the more unreileivedly fiyto you, as we have 
oheu joined in the iame concern : I, for a Father and 
Uncles ; yoU| for a Mother ; in every other refpeA 
£ittklefs. 
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HithercO) I fccm to be. delivered over to my Bro- 
ther, who pretends as great Love to me as ever. 

You may believe, I have^ been very fincere with 
liiiD. But he aftedls to rally me» and not to believe 
it poiEble, that one fo dutiful and fo difcrect as hb 
Sider Clary can rcfoive to difoblige all her £riends. ' 

Indeed, I tremble at the prcfi>eA before me ; for 
it is evident that they are ftrangely determined* 

My Father and Mother induflriouily avoid giving 
me opportunity of fpeaking to them alone. Thev a& 
not for my approbation, intending, as it fhbuld leem, 
tofuppo/e me into their will. And with them I ihall 
hope to prevail, or with nobody. They have not 
the intereft in compelling me, as my Brother and Siftc;^ 
have : I fay lefs therefore to (hem, referviug my whole 
force for an audience of my Father, if he will per- 
mit me a patient ear. How difHcuk is it, my dearj to 
give a negative where both duty and inclinatioa join 
lo make one wifh to oblige ! 

I have already ftood the (hock of three of this 
man'a particular vifits,,befide$ my (hare in his more, 
general ones ; and find it is impoffible I fhould ever 
endure him. He has but a very ordinary fharc of 
underftanding ; is very illiterate ; knows nothing but 
the value of Eftates, and how to improve them, and 
vhat belongs to Land-jobbing and Husbandry. Tet 
am I as one ftupid, I think. They have begun fo 
cruelly with me, that I have not fpirit enough to allert 
my own Negative. 

They had endeavoured it feems to influence my 
good Mrs. Norton before I came home — So intent 
are they to carry their point ! And her opinion not 
being to their liking, fhe.has been told that Ihe would 
do well .to decline vifiting here for the prefent : Yet 
Jhe is the perfon of all the world, next to my Motherj 
the moft likely to prevail upon me, were the meafures 
they are engaged in reafonabk meafures^ or fuch as 
fi?c could think fo. 
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. * • ■ 

' My Aunt likewife having faid that (he did not think 
tier Niece couM ever be brought to like Mr. Solmes, 
lias been obfiged to learn another leflbn. 

I am to have a vifit from her to-morrow. And, 
Snce I have refufed fo mach arto hear from mj Bro- 
ther and Sifter what the noble Settlements are to be, 
[he is to acquaint me with the particulars ; and to re- 
ceive from me mj determination : For my Father, I 
im told. Will not have patience but to f^ppofe that I 
[hall ftand in oppofition to his will. 

Mean time it has been fignified to me, that it will 
be acceptable if I do not think of going to church 
DCKt Sunday. 

' The famcJlgnification was made me for laft Sun^ 
day ; and I obeyed. They are apprehenfive that Mr. 
Lovelace will be there with defign to come home 
iith me. 

Help me, dear Mifs Howe, to a little of your- 
:harming fpirit : I never more wanted it. 

The man, this Solmes, you may fuppofe, has no 
reafdn to boaft of his.progrefe with me. He has not 
:hc fenfc to fay any-thing to the purpofc. Hiscourt- 
[hip indeed is to them \ and my Brother pretends to 
»urt me as his proxy, truly !— *I utterly to my Bro- 
iher rejefthis addrefs ; but thinking a perlbn fo well 
'eceived and recommended by all my family, intitled 
:o good manners, all I fay againfl him is afFcdiedly 
ittributed to coyn^fs. And he, not being fenGble of 
1x18 own imperfections, believes that my avoiding him 
nfhen I c^n, and the referves I exprefs» are ov7ing 
:o nothing elfe : For, as 1 1 aid, all his counfhip is to 
^hem \ and 1 have no opportunity of faying No, to 
>ne who afks me not the quedion. And ioy with an 
iir of marmijb fuperiority, he ieems rather to pity the 
lalhful girl, than to apprehend that he fliall not foc- 
:ced. 

February 2J, 

I Hiivx hsid the expe&ed confcreucc V\^ xs?} 
Auat. \ 
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I have been obliged to bear the man's propofalt 
from her ; and have been alfo told what their motives 
are for eipoufing his intereft with \o much warmth. 
I am even loth to mention how equally unjuft it is 
for him to make iuch ofFerSp or for thofe 1 am bound 
to reverence to accept of them. I hate him more than 
before. One great eflate is already obtained at the 
expc^nce of the relations to it, tho' diftant relations ; 
my Brother's, I mean, by his Godmother: And this 
has given the hope, however chimerical that hope* 
of procuring others ; and that my own at leaft may 
revert to the family. And yet in my opinion the 
World is but one great family. OrigiDally it was fo. 
What then is this narrow ftlfifhneu that reigns in 
us^ but reiationfhip remembered againft relaiionfliip 
forgot ? 

But here, upon my abfolute refnfal of him upon any 
terms, have 1 had a Ognification made me that wountb 
me to the heart. How can I tell it you ? Yet I muft. 
It is, my dear, that 1 muft not for a month to come, 
or ti'l licence obtained^ correfpond with dft^-bodj. 
out of the boufe. 

My Brother, upon my Aunt*s report (made, how- 
ever^ as I am informed, in the genUeft manner, and 
^ven giving remote hopes, which ihe had no com- 
miflion from me to ^ve) broughtxne, in authoriuiive 
;Ceruis., the prohibition. 

Not to Mils Howe ? faid I. 

No, not to Mils Uv)we, Madam^ tauntingly : For 
iiave you not acknowledged, that Lovelace is a favou« 
rue there V 

S;'c, my .dear Mifs Howe ! — 

And do you think, Brother, this is the way — 

IDo you look to that. — But your Letters will be 
flopi, I can tell you. — And away he flung. 

My bifter came to me foon aftei — Sifter Clary, 
you are going on in a fine way, I undtrftand. Bur as ' 
ihcrc arc people who arc luppofed to harden you againft 
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your doty^ I acn to tell you. that it will be taken 
vcU if you avoid vifits or vifitings for a week or two 
till (brther order. 
. Can this.be from thofe who have authority*- 

AOl them ; aflc thcm^ child, with a twirl of her 
jinftcr^-— I have delivered my MeiTagc. Tour Father 
will be obeyed. He is willing to hope you to be all 
obedieace, and would, pre vent all indUments to retrace 
torioefs. 

I know my duty, faid I ; and hope I (hall not find 
impoffible conditions annexed to it. 

A pert young creature, vain and conceited) fbe 
called me. . I was the only judged in my own wife 
opiffeiony of what was right and fir. She, for her part, 
had long feen unto my fpecious ways : And now I 
(hould fiiew every-body what I was at bottom. 

Dear Bella, faid I ! hands and eyes lifted up— -why 
all this ? — ^Dear, dear Bella, why-^ 

. None of your dear, dear Bella's tome. — ^I tell you, 
I fee through your witchcrafts [That was her ftrange 
word]. And away ihe flung ; adding, as ihe went. 
And fo will every*body elA very quickly, 1 dare fay. 

. Blefs me, faid I to myfclf, what a filler have I :•— 
How have I deferved thb ? 

. Then I again regretted my Grandfather's too diftin- 
guiihing goodnefs to me. 

.• 

Feb. 1^. in the Evening. 

, What my Brother and Sifter have faid againft me 
I cannot tell ; — But I am in heavy difgrace with my 
Father. 

I was ftnt for down to Tea. I went with a very 
chcarful afpeA *. But had occafion foon to change it. 

Such a Solemnity in every-body's countenance I—- 
Sfy Mother^s eyes were fixed upon the tea-cups ; 
and when (he looked up^ it was heavily, as if her eye- 
lids haji weights upoix them ; and then not lo tcA* 
My Father /at /lalf-aifide in his elbow-cVlait) v\k^xVi>& 
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•head might be turned from one ; hif bands dafped, . 
and waviogy at it were, up and down ; his finger?^ 
poor dear gentleman ! in motion^ as- iF aogrj to the' 
very ends of them. My Sifter Tat fwelling. My Bro- 
ther looked at me with fcbrn^ having meafur^d me. 
as I may fay^'With his eyes as I entered^ from head w 
foot. My Aunt was there, and looked upon me ' 
as if with kindncfs reftrained, bending coldly to my * 
compliment to her as (he fat ; and then caft-an eye' 
flrff oa my Brother, then on my Sifter,^ as if to give, 
the reafon [fo I am willing to conftrue it] of her^ 
uniifi^al ftifl^efs.«-'Bldrs me,, my dear! that they fliould 
chufe to intimidate /^thef than invite a mind, till now, ' 
not thought either unperfuadable or ungenerous ! * 
LI took myrfcat.' Shalll make Tea, Madam, to 
my Mother ? *^ I always ufed, you know, my dear,^ 
to make Tea. . 

No 1 a very fliopt fentence, in one very ihort word, • 
was the expreffive anfwer. And (he was plcarfed to ,. 
take the canifter in her own hand. 

My Brother bid the footnlan who attended, leave 
the room. I, faid he, will pour out the water. 

My heart was up at my mouth. I did not know what 
to do with myfelf. What is to follow ? thought I. 

- Juft after the feconddiih* cut ftept my Mother^^ 
A word with you, Sifter Hervey 1 taking her in her: 
hand. Prefcntly my Sifter dropt away. Then my 
Brother. So I was left alone with my Pathcr. 

' He looked fo very fternly, that my heart failed me, 
as twice or thrice I would have addrtfled m}felf to 
him : Nothing but folemn (ilence on all hands having • 
pafled before. 

At laft, I aiked, If it were his pleafure that I fhould 
pour him out another diih ? 

He anfwered me with the fame angry monofyllable, 
which I had received from my Mother before ; and 
then arofe, and walked about the room. 1 arofe too, 
fv/ii Jjjiem to tbro\f xnyfelf at his feet ; but was too 



Let. 8. ClarifTa Harlowe. 49 

much over-awed by his {^etnn^fs^ even to matke fvck 
an ezpreiBon of my duty to him as my heart over- 
flowed with. 

AtUft, as he fupported hifflflslf, becaufe of his 
gout, on the back of a (:hair, I took a little more 
courage ; and approaching him, befought hiid t9 
acquaint me in what I had ofiended him ^ 
' He turned from me^ and in a flrong voice, Clariffii 
Harlowe, faid he« know that I will be obeyed. 

God forbid. Sir, that you ihould not ! — I have 
Bever yet oppofed your will — 

Nor I your whimfies, Clarifla Harlowe, interrupted 
hew — Don't let me run the fate of all who fhcw in-^ 
dolgence to your Ses ; To be the morie comradiAed 
for mine to you. 

My Father, you know, my dear, has not (any 
more than my Brother) a kind opinion of our Sex ; 
altho' there is not a more condeicending Wife in the 
world- than my Mother* 

I was going to make proteftations of duty — No 
proreflatioos, girl I No words t I will not be pratted 
to I I will be obeyed I t have no child, I wiH have no 
child, but an obedient one. 

Sir, you never had reafon, I hope— ^ 

Tell me now what I never bad, but what I bave^ 
and what IJhall have. 

Good Sir, be pleafed to hear mc^-^My Brother and 
my Sifter, 1 fear — 

^ Your Brother and Sifter fhall not be fpoken againft^ 
girl !— They have a juft concern for the honour of 
my Family. 

And I hope. Sir — . 

Hope nothing. — Tell me not of hpe's^ but of fa^s^ 
I aik nothing of you but what is in your.pdwer to 
comply with, and what it is yqur duty t^tompiy with. 

Then, Sir, 1 wili comply with it— ^But yet I hope 
from your goodoefs^-^ 

No expoAulacions I No but's^ girW ¥lo CL\ia\\W\tv^%\ 
Vol. I. D ^ ^ Y>w\N^ 
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I will be obeyed, I tell you ; and chearfuUy too !-^ 
or you are no child of mine I 

I wept. 

Let me befeech you, my dear and ever-honoured 
Papa (and I dropt down on my knees) that I may 
liave only yours and my Mamma's will, and not my 
Brother's, to obey. 

I was going on ; but he was pleafed to withdraw^ 
leaving me on the floor ; faying, That he would not 
hear me thus by fubtilty and cunning aiming todiftin- 
guifh away my duty; repeating, that he would be 
obeyed. 

My heart is too full ; — fo full, that it may endanger 
my duty, were I to try to unburden it to you on this 
occafion : So I will lay down my pen •^— But canr— 
Yet, pofitivcly, I wUl lay down my pen !— 

L E T T E R IX. 

il^^ Clarissa Harl OWE, ToMt/sHovfE' 

Feb, 26. %n the Morning* 
1l>f Y Aunt, who ilaid here lafl Night, made me % 
^^ vifit this morning as foon as it was light. She 
tells me, that I was left alone with my Father yefier^ 
day on purpofe that he might talk with me on my ex- 
peAed obedience ; but that he owned he was put be* 
fide his purpofe by reflcAing on fomething my Brother 
Ixad told him in my disfavour, and by his impatience 
but to fuppofe, that fuch a gentle fpirit as mine had 
hitherto feemed to be, (hould prefume to difpute his 
will in a point' where the advantage of the whole 
family was to be fo greatly promoted by my com* 
pliance. 

I find, by a few words which dropt unawares from 
«^y Aunt, that they have all an abfolute dependence 
upon what they fuppofe to be a meeknefs in my tcm- 
^fT\ ■ ^ *** *>s they mav be miftaken ; for I verily 
*^Jn8:^ upon a ftrift examination of tojfclf, that I 

have 
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have almoft as much in me of mj Father's as of my 
Mother's Family. 

My Unck Harlowe it feems is againft driving mc 
upon extremities : But my Brother has engaged, that 
the regard I have.for my reputation, and my princi* 
pies, will bring me rvund to my duty ; that's the ex- 
preffion, Ferh^ I fhall have reafon to wiih I had 
not known, this^ 

My Aunt advifes me to flibmit for the prefent to 
the InterdiAs they have laid me under ; and indeed 
to encourage Mr. Solmes*s addrefs. I have abfo- 
lutely refufed the latter, let what will (as I have told 
her) j>e the confequence. The vifiting prohibition I 
will conform to. But as to that of not correfponding 
with you, nothing but the menace that our Letters 
(hall be intercept^ can engage my obfervation of it. 

She believes that this order is from my Father, and ' 
that my Mother has not been confulted upon it. She 
fays, that it is given, as flxe has reafon to think, pure- 
ly in confideration to me, left I fhould mortally offend 
him ; and this from the incitements of other people 
(meaning you and Mifs Lloyd, I make no doubt) 
Father than by my own will. For ftiU, as fhe tells 
^me, he fpeaks kind and praifeful things of me. 

Here is clemency ! Here is indulgence I — and fo 
it is. To prevent a headftrong child, as a good Prince 
would wiih to deter difaffe£ted fubjeAs, from running 
into rebellion, and fo forfeiting everv-thing ! But this 
is all owing to the Toung«man's wildom of my Bro« 
ther.; a Plotter without a head, and a Brother with- 
out a heart ! 

How happy might I have been with any other BK»- 
ther 10 the world but James Harlowe ; and with aqy 
other Sifter but his Sifter ! Wonder not, my dear, 
that I, who ufcd to chide you for thefe fort of liberties 
with my relations, now am more undutiful than you 
ever was unkind. I cannot bear the thought of being 
deprived of the principal pleafure of tsxi Kxit \ ^x ^xiOcw 

D z 
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is yoqr. cony^rfation by Ferfon aad by Letter. And 
who, befides, ran bear to be made the dupe of fuch 
low cunning, operating with fuch high and arrogant 
gafBons ? 

But can you, my dear Mifs Howe, condefcend to 
carry on a prir^te corcefpondence with me ?— If yoa 
cauj there is ooc way I have thought of, by which it 
may be done. 

You mu£l .rejnecuber the Green Lane, as we call it, 
that runs by ^he fide of the Wood-houfe and Poul- 
tryryard where t keep my Bantams, Pheafants* and 
Pea-hens, which generally engage my notice twice a 
day ; the more my favourites becaufe they were my 
Grand-father's, and. recommended to my care by him; 
^nd therefore brought hither from my Dairy*houfe 
fince his death- 

The Lane is lower than the floor of the Wood* 
faoufe ; and in the fide of.the Wood-houfe the boards 
are rotted away down to the floor for half an ell toge- 
ther in feveral places. Hannah can fiep into the Lane, 
sind make a mark with chalk where a Letter or Par* 
c^l may be puihed in^ uader fome fiicks ; which may 
be fo managed as to . be an unfufpefbed cover for tlM 
written depofits from either. 

^ *^ 

I HAVB been juft now to look at the place, and 
find it will anfwer. So your faithful Robert mayt 
without coming near the houfe, and as only pa£Bng 
thro* the Green Lane, which leads to two or three 
farm-houfes [out of liyery if you pleafe) very eafily 
take from thence my Letters, and depofit yours. 
. This place is the more convenient, becaufe it is 
feldom reforted to but by myfelf or Hannah, on the 
above-mentioned account ; for it is the general ftore« 
houfe for firing; the wood for conflant ufe being 
nearer the houfe- 

One corner of this being feparated oflTfor the rooft* 

^^g'phec at my litde poultry, either fhc- or I flhudl 

^^rcr want a pretence to go thither. Tri^ 
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Try, 017 dear» the fuccefs of a Letter this way; 
and give me your opiDion and advice wha&. to do itk 
this (£sgrace/ul fitaation, as I cannot but call it ; and 
what you think of my proipedts^ and what you would 
do in my caft. 

But before-hand I will tell yoh, that your advicfc 
muft not run in favour of this- Solmes : And yet it is 
very likely they will endeavour to engage your Mo- 
ther, in order to induce you, who have fuch an in- 
fluence over fne, to favour him. 

Yet, on fccond thoughts, if you incline to that flde^ 
of the -quellion^ I would have you write your whole 
mind. Determined as I think I am> and cannot help 
it» I would it leafl: give a patient hearing to what maiy 
beiaid on the other fidc» For My regards hre'not fp 
much engaged [Upon my word they are riot; 1 
know sot'friyfelf if they be] to ahother perfon^ as 
feme of my friends Ihppofe ; and as you^ gi^^pg ^^f 
to your liviely vriuy upon hi3 laft vifitk, affcifted to 
fuf^Kyfe. What preferable favour I jnay have for hiiJx 
to any other perfonj is owing more to ■ the ufage he 
has received, and for my fake borne, than to anjp 
perlbnal confideration^ 

i write a £ew lines of grateful acknowledgement t^ 
your good Mother for her &vour& to roc in the lat6 
happy period. I fear I (hail never know fuch An* 
other. I hope ihe willfbrgWc iaie,. that I did not 
write fooner. 

The bearerj^ if fufp^Aed and examined^ is to pro** 
dace that as the only one he carries. 

How do needlcfs watchfolnefs and undue reftraSnt 
produce artifice and contrivance ! I fhotild abhor thefls 
clandciHne correfpondencies^ were they not forced 
upon me. They have fo roean^To low an appear^nc6 
to myfelf , that I think I ought not to expe£t that yoa 
ihould take part in them. 

But why (as I have alfoezpoftalated with my Aunt} 
■mft I be piiihed inro a Statc> which 1- Y^tt i^ in^Sk- 

O3. ^ 
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to enter into, altho' I reverence it ? — ^Why ihoald not 
my Brother^ fo many years older^ and fo earneft to 
fee me engaged, be firft engaged ? — And why fhoald 
not my Sifter be firft provided for ? 

But here I conclude thefe unavailing ezpoftulatioos, 
iviih the aflurance, that I am, and ever will be^ 

Tour afe^ionate, 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

LETTER. X. 

Mi/s Hove, 7# JUi/s Clarrissa Harlowc- 

Feb. 27. 

VI^HAT odd heads fome people have 1— Mifs Cla* 
^^ rifla Harlowe to be facrificed in Marriage to Mr. 
Roger Solmes ! — Aftonifliing ! 

/ muft not, you fay, give my advice in favnur if tint 
man ! — You now convince me, n;&y dear, that you are 
nearer of kin than I thought you, to the foauly that 
could think of fo prepofterous a match, oryou wouU 
never have had the leafl notion of my advifing in his 
favour. ^ 

Afk me for his picture. You know I have a good 
hand at drawing an ugly likenefs. But I'll fee a Iktle 
further firft : For who knows what may happen, fince 
matters are in fuch a train ; and lince you have not 
the courage to oppofe fo overwhelming a torrent I 

You aflL me to help you to a. little of my fpirit. 
Are vou in earneft ? But it will not now 1 doubt do 
you iervtce. — It will not fit naturally upon you. You 
are your Mother's girl, think what you will ; and have 
violent fpirxts to contend with. Alas ! my dear, yott 
fhould have borrowed fome of mine a little foooer;-— > 
that is to fay, before you had given the management^ 
of your Eftace into the hands of thofe who think they 
have a prior claim to it. What tho' a Father*% !-— 
Has not that Father two elder children ? — And do 
they not both l^ear more of hb ftamp and image than 



Let. lo. darilTa Harlowe. SS 

joudo ? — Pray, my dear,. call me not to account for 
this free queftion ; left your application of my mean-- 
log, on examination, proTe to be as fevere as that. 

Now I have launched out a little, indulge me one 
fh)rd more in the fame ftrain----I will be decent, I 
promife you. I think you might have known, that 
Avarice and Envt are two paflions that are not 
to be fdtisfiedy the one by giving^ the other by the 
envied perfon's continuing to defervi and exctU'"^ 
Fuel, fuel both, all the world over, to flames infa- 
tiate and devouring. 

But fince you a& for my opinion^ you muft tell me' 
til you know or furmife of tlmr inducements. And 
if you will not forbid me to make extra As from your 
Letters for the entertainment of my Aunt and Coufin 
in the little Ifland, who long to hear more of your 
affairs, it will be very obliging. 

But you are fo tender ot fome people who have no 
tendtrnefs for any-body but themfelves, that I muft^ 
conjore you to fpeak out. Remember^ that a friend- 
Slip like ourl admits of no refcrves. You may truft 
my impartiality. It wpuld be an affiront tayour own 
jndgmcot^ if ypu did not ; Foff do yoa not cjk my 
advice ? And have you not taught me that Friendfhip 
(hould never give a bias againft Juftice?— Juftify tliem. 
therefore if you can. Let us fee if there be any fmfc^ 
whether fufficient reafon or not, . in their choice. At 
prefent 1 cannot (and yet I know a good deal of your 
family) have any conception how uU of themi your 
Mother and your Aunt Hervey in particular, can join 
with the reft againftjudgments given. As to fome of 
the other?, I cannot wonder at any-thing they do or 
attempt to do where Self is concerned. 

You aik> Why may not your Brother be firft en- 
gaged in Wedlock ? 1*11 tell you why : His temper 
atid his arrogance-are two well known to induce womea 
he would afpire to, to receive his addrefles^ notwUhr 
itaodirr^ I1/5 ^rear independent acqui&uoiv:^ ^ccvd. ^^ 

D 4 ^gptAX^^ 
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greater profpc^ls. Let me tell jou, my dear, thofe 
acquifitions hare given him more pride than reputa- 
tion. To me he is the rooft intolerable creatorc that 
I ever converfed with. The treatment yon blaaiei 
lie merited from one whom he addrefTed with the air 
of a perfon who prefumes that he is about to confer 
a favovr, rather than to receive one. I ever loved to 
mortify proud and iniblent fpiriis. What, think yon, 
makes me bear Hickman near me, but that the man 
is humble, and knows and keeps his diftance \ 

As to your Qneftion, Why your elder Sifler.may 
not be firft provided for ? 1 anfwer, Becaufe (he muft 
have no man, but one who has a great and clear 
Euate ; that's one thing. Another is, Bccauie .(be 
has a younger Sifter. Pray, my dear, be ib good as 
to tell me, What man of a great and clear Sftait 
would think of that elcjeft Sifter, while the younger 
were fingle 1 

You are all too rich to be happy t child. 'For moft 
not each of you, by the coaftiturions of your family,' 
marry to be >?ii/ richer \ People who know in what 
their main eYCelience conftfts, are not to be Uamed 
(arc they ?) for cultivating and improving whs^t they 

♦ KinV fr»/*/^ •**»''■"> Wf» ?«i»»»c »-«««^o l~ <«->-> ir>^fa pmr T>!1**^ «^* 

your Family view \ — So far from it, that none of your 
family but yourfelf could be happy were they iwt rich. 
So let them fret on, grumble and grudge, and accu* 
mulate ; and wondering what ails them that they hove' 
not h;ippinefs when they have riches, think the caufe 
is want of more; and fo go on heaping up, till Deaths 
as greedy an accumulator as thenrfelves, gathers them 
into his garner. 

Well then once more I fay, do you, my dear, tell 
we what you know of their avowed and general mo« 
tives ; and i will teH j'Ott.more than you will tell me of 
their failings \ Your Aunt Hervey, you fay (a), has 
y^yuu : Why muft I alk you to let me know thcm 

(<)8cep.4i. ^ ^ 
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when you condefcend to afk my advicC'^on'thb occa« 

fiOD. 

That they prohibit your corrcfpowdibgwith m^, is 
a wifdom I neither wonder at, nor. M^me them for : 
Since it'^is an evidence to me, that' they know their 
own foliy : And if they do, is it ftrahge that'thcjr 
ihould'be afraid) to truft anotherVjudgmcnt upon it? 

lam glad you have found out a way to correfpond 
with mc. I approve it miich. I (hall more^ if this 
flrfl trial of it prove fucccfsful. But (hould it riot^^ 
and fhould it fall into their hands, it would not con-* 
cero mc but for your fake». 

We hav»e heard before you wrote^.that all was aot 
right between your relations; and you at your coming, 
home: That Mr. Solmes- vifited you, and that with 
a profpedl of fuccefs. But I concluded tbt miftake 
hiy hd the perfon ; and that his addrefs was to Mifaf 
Arabella. And iodeed had-fBe been as good-natured^ 
as your plump ones generally are,. I (hoj^fiave 
thought her coo good for him by half; T!tk muft* 
certainly be the thing,, thought T; and'' my beloved 
friend is feiit for to advife anda(fi(t in her nuptial pre-* 
parations. Who knows, faid I^to my Mother^, but. 
that when the man h^s thrown afide hisyellow full- 
buckled peruke, and his broad-brimmed beaver (both^ 
of which I iuppofa ^crc Sir Oliver's Beft of long , 
ftanding}^ he may cut a tolerable figure dangling to 
church with Mifi Bell !— The womnn, . a^ (he ob- 
ftrvts, Jbould excel the man in features: And where 
can (he match fo well for a foil V 

I indulge th)s furmife againft rumour> becaufe I 
could not believe that the abfUrdeft' People in Eng-*^^ 
land could. be fo v^r^ abfurd as to think^of this man , 
for you. 

We heard 'moreover,, that you received no vi(iters> 
I; could aflign ho realbn for thb ; except that the pre- 
parations for your ^il^er were to be private, and the 

remopj fudden^ for fear this man yixmU^^i.^'dxiy^vVit.^ 

^D 5. • w»v 
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xnan did change his mind. Mifi Lloyd and Mi& 
Biddulph were with me to ioquire what I knew of 
this ; and of your not being at Church> either Morn- 
ing or Afternoon, the Sunday after your return from 
us; to the difappointment of'^a little hundred of your 
admirers, to ufe their words. It was eafy for me to 
guefs the reafoo to be what you confirm — ^Their ap- 
preheniions that Lovelace would be there, and at* 
tempt to wait on you home. 

My mother takes very kindly your compliments in 
your Letter to her. Her words upon reading it 
were ; < Mifs Clarifla Harlowe is an admirable young 
■ Lady : Wherever (he goes, (he confers a favour : 
• Whomever (he leaves, (he fills with regret.* — And 
then a little comparative reflexion ; * O my Nancy, 
^ that you had a little of her fweet obIigingne(s IV 

No matter. The praife was yours. You are me ; 
and I enjoyed it. The more enjoyed it, becaufe — 
Shall V^cU you the truth ? — Becaufe I think myfelf as 
well a^l^am — ^Were it but for this reafon ; That had 
I twenty Brother Jameses, and twenty Sifter Bell's, 
not one of them, nor all of them joined together, 
would dare to treat me as yours prefume to treat you. 
The perfon who will bear much will have much to 
bear, all the world thro': 'Tu your own fentiment (tf), 
grounded upon the flrongeft inftance that can be given 
in your own Family ; tho' you have fo little improved 
by it. 

The refult is this. That I am fitter for this world 
than you \ You for the next than me ; — that's the 
difference. — But long, long, for my fake, and for 
hundreds of fakes, m^y it hi before you quit us for 
company more congenial to you and more worthy 
cf you I 

1 communicated to my Mother the account yott 
give ot your llran^c recipiion ; alfo what a horrid 
wretch thej have lound out tv^t^oxi v ^ttd vLc com* 
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pulfory treatment they give you. It only fet h^r on: 
magnifying her lenity to me on my tyrannical beha- 
Tiour, as fhe ivill call it [Mothers muft > have their 
way, you know, my dear] ta the man whom (he fo 
warmly recommends, againft whom it feems there 
can be no ju (I exception ; and expatiating upon the 
complaifance I owe her for^her indulgence. So I be- 
lieve I mud: communicate to her nothing farther^- 
cfpecially as I know fhe would condemn the corre- 
fpondence between us, . and That between you and 
Lovelace^ as ciandefline and undutiful proceedings, 
and divulge ourSecret beiides : For duty implicit is 
her cry. And moreover fhe lends a pretty open car to 
the preachments of that flarch old Bachelor your Un- 
cle Antonf ; and for an example to ier Daughter 
would be more caretul how (he takes your psurt, be the 
caufe ever fo juft. 

Yet B not this right policy neither* For people who 
allow nothing will begranted nothing: In other words, 
thofe who aim at carrying too many points will pot 
be able to carry any. 

But can you divine, my dear, what that old preach- 
mcnt-makiog plump-hearted foul your Uncle Antony 
mcai^ by his frequent * amblings hither ? — ^There is 
fuch fmirking and fmiling between my Mother and 
him ! fuch mutual praifes of Oeconomy ; and ' Ttat 

* is my way !' — and *This I do !*-^and ** I am glad ,it 

* has your approbation. Sir I — and * Tou look into 

* every -thing. Madam !' — * Nothing would be done»- 

* if I did not /* — Such exclamations agaiofl fervants ! 
Such exalting of felt ! And dear^art, imd good-tack ! 
—and *ias a-day I — And now-and-then their convcr- 
fation (inking into a whifpering accent, if /come 
crofs them !— -1*11 cell you, my dear, 1 don't above 
half like it. 

Only that thefe old Bachelors ufually take as many 
years to refolve upon Matrimony as they can re^fon- 
id>ly ezpeA to live^ or I fhould be ready to &cc >&'^^ 
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kis Tifits ; and to recommend Mr. Hickman to mf 
Mother's acceptance^ a< a much more eligible man : 
For what he wants in years, he makes up in gravity t 
And if you wiU not chide me, I will fay. That there 
is a primncfs in bath (efpeciatiy when the man has pre* 
fumed too much with me upon my Mother's favour 
for him, and is under difcipline on that account) as 
nakes thdm ieem near of kin : And then in contem* 
plation of my fauctnefs, and what they both bear front: 
k, they figh away! — and feem fo mightily to com- 
pa/fionate each other, that if Pity be but one remove 
ffom Love, J am in no danger, while they both are in 
a great deal, and don't know it. 

Now, my dear, I know you will be upon me with 
your grave airs : So in for the Iamb, as the faying is, 
in for thtjheef ; and do you yourfelf look about you» 
For I'll have a pull with you by way of being afore* 
hand.^ Hannibal, we read, always advifed to attack 
the Romans upon their own territories* 

Tou are pteiEiied to fay> and ufm your tuord too I 
That your regards (a mighty quaiot word for of* 
fe&ions) are not Jo much engagedy as feme ef y$ur friendi 
fuppcfe^ to another ferfon. What need you give ontf 
to imagine* my dear, that the laft month or two has 
been a period extremely favourable to that other per- 
son ;--«whom it has made an oUiger of the Niece fom 
jhis patience with the Uncles^ 

But to pafi that bj-^So muck engaged /— ^ki^ 
Tniickt tny dear ?•— Shall I infer ? Some ^ yoUrfriendi 
iuppofe a great ieaL You feem to own a little^ 

Don^ be angry. It is. all fair : Becaufe you havet 
DOt acknowledged to me That Rttk. People I have 
heard youiay^ wbo'afie^^ fecretsi always excite txe^ 
rioiity. 

But you proceed with a kind of drawback upo» 
your averment, as if rccoileftion had given you a 
doubt — T^u know not yourfelf if they be pb much 
Ijga^cdJ* 'Wa3 ii Dcccflarj to fi»y Tiii«^ to inc J~ 

»8il 
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and to fay it up»n your v/ord loo ? — But you knoir 
bcft.f— Yet you don't iicithcr I believe. For a begin- 
ning Love is adted by a fubtle rpirlc ; and oftentimes 
difcovers itfelf to a by-flander,, when the perfon pof-^ 
fefled (why (houid I not call pojj'effed?) knows not 
it has fuch a demon. 

But further you fay^ What preferablb favour 
you may have for him to any other Per/oriy is owing more 
## the ufage he his receivedy and for your fake borne ^ 
than to any perfonal confideration. 

This is generoufiy faid. It is in charaAer. But, O 
n^ friend, depend upon it, you are in danger. Depend 
upon it, whether you know it' or not, you are a little 
in for*t. Tour native generoflty andgreatnefsof mind 
endanger you : All your fi lends, by fighting againfl 
hicn with impolitic violence,, fight for him. iiuA 
Lovelace, my life for yours, notwithftanding all his 
veneration and afiiduities, has feen further than that 
veneration and thofe afTiduities (fo well calculated tor 
yBcmr meridian) will let him own he has feen-^-Has 
fipen, in (bort> that his work is doing for him morer 
cflbAually than he could do it for himfelf* And have 
jott not be&re now faid, That nothing is fo pene- 
tradng' as the Eye of a Lover who has vanity ? And 
who fays Lovelace wants vanity ? 

In fliort, my dear, it is my opinion, and that fron 
the eafinefs of his heart and. behaviour, that he has feen 
more than / have feen ; more than you think couldbt 
feen ;— Hnore than I believe you yourfelfknom^ or elfe 
jou would have letm^ know ir. 

Already, in order to reftrain him from refeming the 
•indignities he has received, and which are daily offered 
iMm^ he has prevailed upon you to correfpond with 
hkn privately.. I know he has nothing to boaft oi 
£pom tuhat you have written : But is not his inducing^ 
jou to receive his Letters, and to anfwer them, a greac 
poim gained? By your infifting. thit he fliould keep 
kwcoffrcipoadcocepffivatci, it appease tbax. ^tc ^ «nc 

Jtct^x 
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fecret which you do not wi£h the world fliould know: 
And he is mafter of that fecret. He is indeed himfelf^ 
as I may fay, that fccret ! What an intimacy does this 
beget for the Lover ! How is it diftancing the Parent ! 
Yet who, as things are fituated, can blame you — 
Tour condecenfion has no doubt hitherto prevented 
great mifchiefs. It mud be continued, for the fame 
reafbnSt while the caufe remains. Tou are drawn in 
by a perverfc fate againft inclination: But cuftom, 
with fuch laudable purpofes, will reconcile the incon- 
Yeniency and make^vk inclination. — And I would ad- 
vife you (as you would wifhto manage on an occafion- 
fo critical with that prudence which governs all your 
actions) not to be afraid of entering upon a clofe ex- 
amination into the true fpriogs and grounds of this 
your generofity to that happy man. 

It is my 'bumble opinion, I tell you frankly, thai 
on inquiry it will come out lo be LOVE — Don't ftarr, 
my dear !-**Has not your man himFfelF had natural 
philofophy enough to obfcrve already to your Aunt 
Hervey, that Love takes the deepeft root in the ftea« 
died minds ? The duce take his Hy penetration, I was 
going to fay ; for this was Six or Seven weeks ago. 

/ have been tinjElured, you know. Nor on the 
cooleft reflexion, could I account how and when the 
jaundice began : But had been over head and ears, as 
the faying is, but for fome of that advice from yoa 
which I now return you. Yet my man was not half 
fo — So vjihatf my dear— To be fure Lovelace is a 
charming fellow. And were he only-^But i will not 
make you glow^ as you read — Upon my word I will 
not.— Yei, my dear, don't you hnd at your heart 
fomewhatunulal make it go throb, throb, throb, as 
you read juft here ? — If you do, don'r be afhamcd to 
own it — ^It \% your generofity ^ my Love ! that's all — 
Bui, as the Roman augur fdd, Caefar, beware of the 
Ides of March ! 

Adieu, my dearcft friend.— Forgive, and very 
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fyecdxlf, by the new^fouad expedient, tell me, that 
you forgive. 

Tour ever-afff^iionate 

Anna Howb. 

LETTER XI. 

Mijs Clakissa Harlowe,, To Mi/s Hown^ 

Wednefday^ March i. 

TTO U both nettled and alarmed me, my dearefl 
-^ Mifs Howe» by the concluding: part of your lafta 
At firft reading it» I did not think it neceflary, faid I 
to myfelfi to guard againfl a Critic, when I was 
writing to fo dear a Friend. But then recolIe£kiog 
myfelf; Is there not more in it, faid I, than the refult 
of a vein fo naturally lively ? Surely I muft have been 
guilty of an inadvertence. Let me enter into the 
dofe examination of myfel/^ which my beloved friend 
adviies. 

I did fo 9 and cannot own any of the glow^ any of 
the throbs you mention. — Upon my word I will repeat, 
I cannot. And yet the paffages in my Letter upon 
which you ^re fo humorpufly fevere, lay me fairly 
open to your agreeable raillery. I own they do. And 
I cannot tell what turn my mind had taken to dilate 
fo odly to my pen. 

But, pray-now— Is it faying fo much, when one, 
who has no very particular regard to any man, fays. 
There zvtfme who are preferable to others^ And is^ 
it blame able to fay, They are the preferable, who are 
not well ufed by one's relations ; yet difpenfc with 
fifr^/ufage out of regard to one's felf which they would 
otherwife refcnt ? Mr. Lovelace, for inftance, I may 
be allowed to fay, is a man to be preferred to Mr. 
Solmes ; and that I d9 prefer him to that man : But, 
furely, this may be faid without its being a neceflary 
confequepce that I muft be in Love with him. 

Indeed i would not be in Uvi wVvVx Ik^^ ^\ v\.\& 
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CkVi^dt for the wor'.i : Firft, bccaufe I have no opi^ 
f^vi'. of bis mora's ^ 2nd thiak it a fduh in whicli our 
whole faicilj '{ny^L.'oiherex'iepced) has had a fh-frey. 
tliit he w^ pcmiittcd co viiit us with a hope; which 
however being d'.CiAni. did nor,, as I have obfervcd 
heretofore {a), imitle aoy oi: us to call him to account 
for iuch of his immoraliiies as came to our ears. Next, 
becaufe I think him to be a vaia maa» capaUe o^ 
triumphing (lie:cretcly at leaft) over a pcrfon whofe heart 
he thinks he has engaged. And, thirdly, becaufe 
the afllduities and veneration which you impute to him,, 
fcem to carry an Itaoghtinefs in them, as if he thought 
his addrefs had a merit in it, thkt would he ihore 
than an equivalent to a woman*s. Love. In ihort^ 
his very Politencfs, notwithflanding the advantages^ 
he muil have had from his birth and education, ap- 
pear to me to be condraincd* ; and, with the moftt 
remarkably eafy and genteel perfon,^ fomething, at 
times, fecms to be behind in his manner that is too 
ftudioufly kept in. Then» good-humoured as he is^ 
thought to be in the main to othir feoftet (ervants, 
and this even to familiarity (altho\ as you have ob-- 
ftrvcd, a familiariiy that has dignity in it not unbe- 
coming a man of quality) he is apt fomcumes to break, 
out into a paifion with his ^wn : An oath or a curfe 
follows ; and fuch looks from thoiefervauts as plainlv 
(hew terror, and that they (hould have fai-ed war(e. 
hud they not been in my hearing ; With a confinna- 
litM) \n the mat\cr*s looks of aiurnufe too well jufti-- 
icJ. 

ladcfiU WT dear, THIS man b not the man., t 
hA\v great objtclioiu to Aim. My heart throws not 
a:ter bmv. 1 X^^* ^"^^^^ *^^ ^^^^ iodignaiioa agiinit 
n>u!f KMT ha\u>|^gixc» r\>4Mn t\v fu«.h 4n iai|Hitatioa« 
— But v\Hi n\^A ix>?% vay Jcjireu T:K2»dt cva:iruccom- 
iCKMik ivrautu*^ u^it^;^ Lo\^. 1 c&n^^os «c&r thai to« 
ftkW^U'.^ IWt It ct<x 1 ii2<NiI>; lu^x ibc fiuiroexiSK to> 

K> r Oik k# u* )«» 
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think it Love, I promife you upon my worJ^ which is 
the fame as upon my honour^ that I will acquaint you * 
with it. 

Tou bid me to tell you Tcry fpeedily, and i?y the 
new-found expedient, that I am not difplcafed with 
you for your agreeable raillery : I difpatch this there- 
fore immediately ; poftponing to my next the account 
of the inducements which my friends have to promote 
with fo mpch oarnednefs the addrefs of Mr. Solmes. 

Be fatisfiedy my dear, mean time, that I am not 
difpleafed with you : ' Indeed I am not. Qn the con- 
trary, I give you my hearty thanks for your friendly 
premoaiuoos. And 1 charge you (as'I have often done.) 
that if yoo obfeive any«thing in tat io very faulty as 
would require from you to others in my bthaH the 
palliation of friendly and partial Love, you acquaint 
me viitfa it : For methioks 1 would fo conduA myftlf 
as not to give reafon even for an advtrfary tocodfure 
me : And how ihall fb weak and fo young a creature 
avoid the cenfure otfuch, if my fr'und will not hold 
a loGldngrglais before me to let me fee my imperfec- 
tions ? 

Judge me, then, my dear, as any indifi^ent pev« 
Ion (knowtiie wM&i>9s kimw of me);;wuuid do. I may 
at firft be a little pained ; may ghw a Itttle perhaps 
to be found lefs worthy of your friendlhip than I wim 
to be ; but afiure younelf, that your kind correction 
will grve me relle^on that ihall amend me. If it do 
not, you will have a fault to acctrTe me of, that will 
be utterly inexcufabie: A feulr, let me add, that 
ihould you not accufe me of it (if in your opinion t 
am guilty) you wHl not be fo much, fo warmly^ my 
friend as i am yours^ ; fince I have never fpared you 
on the like occafions. 

Here I break off; to begin another Letter to you ; 
with the aflurance, meao time» that I am, and evei: 
will be. 

Tour equally €ffe6litnate and grateful 



46 The History of Vol i 

LETTER XII. 

JUifi Howe, To Mifs Clarissa Harlowb. 

Thurfiay Morn. March 2. 
iNdnd you would not be in Lave with him for tl 
^ world I — Your fervanty my dear. Nor would 
have tou. For I think, with all the advantages of pei 
foDy fortune, and familyy he is not by any meat 
woi ihj of you. Ai>d this opinion I give as well fro 
the itafons you mention (whicji I cannot but eonfim 
as from what I have heard of him but a few hours a{ 
from Mrs. Forteicue, a favourite of Lady Betty Lsii 
rence, who knows him well — But let me congratnla 
you, however, on your being the firft of our Sex th 
ever I heard o^ who has been able to turn that Lio 
Love, at her own pleafure, into a Lap-dog. 

Well but, if you have not the' throbs aad the gloi 
you have not : And are not in Love ; good reaf< 
why — becaufe you would not be in Love ; and then 
no more to be faid.— Only, my dear, I fhall keep 
good look-out upon you ; and fo I hope you will upc 
yourfelf : For it is 00 manner of argument, that b 
caufe you would not be in Love, you therefore a 
Dot.-»But before I part entirely with this fubjed, 
word in yoiir ear, my charming friend — Tis only 
way of caution^ and in purfuanve of the general o 
fervation, that a Standcr-by is often a better judge 
the game than thofe that play.-^May it not be, tb 
you have bad, and have, iuch crofs creatures and fu 
odd heads to deal with, as have not allowed you 
attend to the throbs ?— Or, if you had them a lit 
Dow-and-theuy whether, having had two accounts 
place them to, you have not by miAake put them 
the wrong one ? 

But whether you have a value for Lovelace or m 
iknow you will be impatient to bear what Mrs. F< 
tcAuc has fdld oi him* Nor w'\M I ktt^ '^o^a. \ox\%ec 
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An hundred wild flories fhe tells of hint, from 
childhood to manhood : For, as fhe obferves, having 
never been fubjeA to contradiAion, he was always as 
mifchievoos as a monkey. But I /hall pafs over thcfe 
whole hundred of his puerile rogueries (altho' indica' 
five ones, as I may fay) to take notice as well of fomf 
things you are not quite ignorant of, as of others you 
know not; and to make a few obfervations upon him 
and his ways. 

Mrs. Fortefcue owns, what every-body knows, 

* that be is notorioufly, nay, avowedly, a man of plea- 
' fare ; yet fays, that in any thing he fets h'ls heart 

* upon or undertakes, he is the moil induftrious and 
' perfevering^mortal under the Sun. He refts itfeems 

* not above Six hours in the Twenty-four — any more 
' than you. He delights in writing. Whether at 
' Lord M's, or at Lady Betty's, or Lady Sarah's » he 

* has always a pen in his fingers when he retires. One 
^ of his companions (confirming his love of writing) 
' has told her» that his thoughts flow rapidly to hi9 

* pen:' And you aad I, my dear, have obferved, on 
more occafions than one, that tho* he writes even a 
fine hand, he is one of the readied and quickeft of 
writers. He muft indeed have had early a very docile 

![enius; fincea perfon of htspleafurable turn and active 
pirit, could never have fubmitted to take long or great 
pains in attaining the qualifications he is mafter of ; 
qualifications Co feldom attained by youth of quality 
and fortune ; by fuch efpeciaily of thofe of cither^ 
who, like him, have never known what it was to be 
controuled. 

' He had once it feems the vanity, upon being 
' complimented on thefc talents (and on his furprifing 
' diligence, for a man of pleafure) to compare himfelf 
< to Julius Csefar ; who performed great aQions by 
' day, and wrote them down at night : And valued 

* himfelf, that he only wanted Caefar's out-fetting, to 
' make a figure among his contemporacvc&% 
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* He rpoke this indeed^ (He fays^ with an* air of pica- 

' lantry : For (he obferved, and fo have we, that he 

* has the art of acknowleging his vaoitj with fo much 

* humour, that it fets him above the contempt which 

* is due to vanity and felf-opinion ; and at the fame 

* time half-perfuades thofe who hear him, that he 

* really dcferves the exaltation he gives himfelf.* 

But fuppoiingit to be true that all his vacant nightly 
Bours are employed in writing, what can be his ful> 
jeAs I If) Uke Csefar, his own aAlons, he muft un- 
doubtedly be a very enterprifing and a very wicked man*; 
fince nobody fufpe£^s him to have a feriousturn : And^ 
decent as he is in his converfation with 08> bis writingi 
are not probably fuch as would redound either to hk 
owa honour, or to the benefit of others^ were they 
to he read. He muft be confcious of thisj fince Mrt, 
Fortefcue fays, * that in the great coFrefpondbnce \3/f 

* Letters which hie holds, he is as fecret and as^areftfl 

* as if it were oJFa treafonable nature ;—Tet trouble 
' not his head witii Polhics, tho' nobody knows thte 

* interefts of Princes and Courtt better than be is faid 

* to do/ 

That you and I, my dear, fhould lovfc to writej^ b 
BO wonder. We have always, from the tinae each 
Ci>uld hold a pen, delighted in ppi^olary correfpond^ 
cncies. Our employments are domeftic and fedentary ^ 
and we can fcribble upon twenty innocent fubjei^% 
and take delight in them becaufe they are innocoQt ; 
tho' were they to be feeo^ they might not much profit 
or pleafc others. But that fuch a gay^ lively young 
fellow as this, who ridcSj hunts, travels, frequents the 
public entertainments, and has means to purfue his 
pleafures, fhould be able to fet himfcif down to write 
for hours together, as you and I. have heard him izj 
he frequently docs, that is the ftrangc thing. 

Mrs. Fortefcue fays, * that he is a complete maftcT 

* of fhort-hand writing.' By the way, what induce^ 
ments could fuch a iwi£t writer as he have to learn 

JboptJuuidi * SVift. 



Let. 12. Clarifla Harlowc. 6g> 

* She fajs (and we know it as well as (he) that he 
^ has a farprifing memory ; and a very lively imagi* 
*• nation.' 

Whatever his other vices are, all the world, as well 
as Mrs. Fortcfcue, fays, < he is a fober man. And 

* among all Us bad Qualities, Gaming, that great wafter 

* of time as well as fortune, is not his vice :' So that 
he muft have his head as cool, and his reafon as clear 
as the prime of youth and his natural gaiety will per* 
mit ; and by his early morning- hours, a great portion 
of time upon his hands, to employ in writing, or worfe. 

Mrs. Fortefcue fays, < he has one gentleman who 

* is more his intimate and correfpondent than any of. 
'the reft/ You remember what his difmifled Bailiff 
faid of him' and of his aflbciates fa J. I don't find but 
tkat man's character of him was in general pretty juftw 
Mrs. Fortefcue confirms this part of it, ' that all his 
' relations are afraid of him ; and that his pride^ fets 
^ him above owing obligations to them. She believes 
^ he is clear of the world } and that he will continue 
< fo :* No doubt from the fame motive that makes 
him avoid being obliged to his relations. 

A perion willing to think favourably of him would 
hope» that a brave, a ieamed, and a dkUgent man^ 
cannot be naturally a bad man. — But if he be better 
than his enemies fays he is (and if worfe', he is bad.in- 
deed) he is guilty of an inexcufable fault in beif% to 
carelefs as he is of his reputation. I think ^ man caa 
be fo but from one of thefe. two reafons : Either that 
he is confcious he deferves the evil fpoken of him ; or^ 
that he takes a pride of being thought worfe than he 
is. Both very bad and threatening indications ; fiqce 
the firft muft (hew him to be utterly abandoned ; anid 
it is. but natural to conclude from the other, that 
what a man is not afhatned t0 H^ve imputed to him^ 
he will not fcruple to be guiHy 6f whenever he h^s 
an opportunity. 
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Upon the whoICf and upon all I could gather 
from Mrs. Fortcfcue, Mr. Lovelace is a very faulty 
man. You and I have ihought him too gay. tQO in- 
confiderate, too rafh, too little an hypocrite, to be 
deip. You fee he never would diigaife his natural 
temper (haughty as it certainly is) with refpcd to your 
Brother's behaviour to him. Where he thinks a con- 
tempt due, he pays it to the uttermoft. Nor has he 
compl^ifance enough to fpare your Uncles. 

But were he deep, and ever fo deep, you would 
fbon penetrate him, if they would leave you to your- 
felf. His vanity would be your clue. Never man had 
more : Yet, as Mrs. Fortefcue obftrved, 'never did 
* man carry it off fo happily.' There is a itrange mix^ 
ture in it of humorous vivacity : — Since but for one 
half of what he fays of himfelf, when he is in the vein, 
any other man would be infufferable. 

Talk $/ the devil, is an old faying. The lively 
wretch has made me a Yifit, and is but juft gone away. 
He is all impatience and reftntment at the treatment 
you meet with ; and full of apprebenfions toot^ thac 
they will carry their point with you. 

I told him my opinion, that you will never be 
brought to think of inch a man as Solmes ; but that 
it will proba^blj end in a compoiitionj never to have 
either. 

No man, he faid, whofe fortunes and alliances are 
fo confiderable, ever had fo little favour from a wo- 
man for whofe fake he had borne fo much. 

J told him my mind as freely as I uied to do* But 
who ever was in fault. Self being judge i He com- 
plained of fpies fet upon his conduA, and to pry into 
his life and morals, and this by your Brother and 
Uncles. 

I told him, that this was very hard upon him ; an4 
the more fo, as neither his Life nor Morals perhaps 
would ftand a fair inquirr, 

• He 
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He fmiicd, and called himrdf my firvant.-^Tht 
occafion was too fair» he faid, for Mifs Howe^ who 
never fpared him, to let it pafs, — But, Lord help the 
{hallow fouls of the Harlowes I Would I believe it I 
they were for turning plotters upon him. They had 
beft take care he did not pay them in their own coiq. 
Their hearts were better turned for fuch worksy thaa 
their beadj. 

I a(ked him, if he valued himfelf upon having a 
kead better turned than theirs for fuch works, as he 
called them ? 

He drew off: And then ran into the higheft pro* 
fciiions of reverence and affefHon for you. 

The objcA fo meritorious, who can doubt the rea« 
lity of his profeffiqns ^ 

Adieu, my deareft* my nobl^ friend ! — I love and 
admire you for the generous conclufion of your laft 
more than I can exprefs. Tho' I began this Letter 
widi impertinent raillery, knowing that you always 
loved 10 indulge my mad vein ; yet never was there a 
heart that more glowed with friendly Love> than 
diatof 

Tdur own 

Akka Hows. 

LETTER XIII, 
Mi/s Claeissa Harlowi, To Mifs Howi« 

Wedn^ March u 
T NOW take up my pen, to lay before you the in* 
^ ducements and motives which mv friends have te 
cfpoufc fo earneftly the addrefs of this Mr* Solmes. 

In order to fet this matter in k clear lights it is ne- 
ceflkry to go a little back, and even perhaps to men- 
tion Ibme things which you already know : And fo 
you may look upon what I am going to relate, as a 
ftJnd of Supplement to my Letten of the 15th and 
aoth of January lad {a)» 
(#) Letten iv.T. 
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In tluifc T-citcrs, of which I have kept memoran- 
dums, I f»avc you an account of my Brother's and 
SiAcr's aniipmhy to Mr. Lovelace ; and the methods 
they took (fo far as they had ihen come to my know- 
Itdjic) to ruin him in the opinion of my other friends : 
Aud 1 told you, that after a very cold, yet not a dl- 
icdtly aflVoniive behaviour to him, they all of z,fudr 
elm (fi) became more violent, and proceeded to per- 
fonal infults ; which brought on at laft the unhappy 
llincounicr between my Brother and him. 

Now you muft know, that from the laft conver- 

fjiiion which paflcd between my Aunt and me, it 

conges out, ih:it this JudJni vehemence on my Bro- 

tlui*s :uk1 SiiU-r's parts, was owing lo ftronger rea- 

lon» ihm to ihc College-begun antipathy on his fide, 

ov to ll'ghicvl Love on hers ; to wit, to an appiehen- 

lion ih.it my l^nclcs intended to follow my Grandfa- 

ihci*s example in my favour^ at leaft in a higher de- 

j^ViC ih.iu ihov wilh ihey ihould. An apprehcnfion 

ti^uiulcd it lecms on a c'onvcilation between my iwc 

levies and mv liroihcr and Slner; which my Auai 

ionMv\:;v,^,ucd to me in cortuicrce, as an argument tc 

\MvV.\\l u'jVNu mc to accept o:* Mr. Solmcs's r.zbli Settle- 

i\win< ; uvi*h>ii. th..t uich a iVatcr.ablr ccmplianci 

\w^\..» c- u:\vaw ivy l^.v>:hi:rs an J Sifter's views, an^ 

c..A.**\u\ rt^,? tv>>r cxcv :n :he iov< 0£ a:y Fiiher aiu 

• '^v j^xet.v: rVe S;:>.*:i.*c; .^: :b:> rrrzrr--r"catei 
c/.*-.'. A.»,^.*. i«\-r I >,aN;r .i i.i? i r. it :s:rc«d-crrr 

' vv>« \i?o ix ^ v^- . ic>;v.« "i- *^-'- -5 *^" 

4 ^JLVv* *>Nvvt>f.» ,v>re iv.: o:.*^:: :. *•:- '-JLt Z'mI 
^om^\'X^ Khms"^ vv v*^i^•- ♦v.riL •" :: ,": t • : .• •'^-i" 
«i^ii»«iiJkW: A r*--^^: ^^-^ ^> '. *- .'i- -"-,:^ 
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A Tiew too frequently It feems entertained by families 
which having great fubftance, cannot be fati&fied wiili- 
QBt Ilank and Titles 

My Uncles had once extended thb view to each of 
lis three cbiklreo} urging, that as chey themfcWes 
iotended not to marry^ we each of us might be fo 
pornoaedy and ^o advantageoufly matched, as that our 
poderity^ if not ourfelves, might make a firft figure 
in our country-^ While my Brother, as the only bon^ 
thought the two girls might be very well provided for 
bffTen or Fifteen tboufand pounds a-piece t And that 
lu the real Eftates in the family,, to wit, my Grand- 
father*s, Father's, and two Uncles, and the remainder 
tif their r^pc^tive perfonal Eftates, together with what 
he had an expectation of from his Godmother, would 
nuke fuch a noble fortune, and give him (uch an in- 
tercft, as might intitle him to hope for a Peerage. No- 
tUog lefs woidd fatisfy his ambition. 

With this view he gave himfelf airs very early ; 
' ^ That his Grandfather and Uncles were his Stew- 

* ards s That no man ever had better : That Daugh- 

* ters were but incumbrances and drawbacks upon a 
' family :' And thu low and familiar cxpreffion was 
often in his mouth, and uttered always with the fclf- 
tonoplaifance which an imagined happy thought can 
^ioppofed to give (he fpeaker ; to wit, * That a man 
^ who has Sons brings up chickens for bis own table» 
[iho' once I made his comparifon ftagger with him* 
^J aiking him. If the Sons, to make it hold, were to 

''' l^ftvc their necks wrung off ?]^ whereas Daughters are 

'chickens brought up for the Tables of other men.' 

I This accompanied with the equally polite refle£Uon» 

\ ^ That, to induce people to take them off their hands, 

f the familj-ftock mull be impaired into the bargain,* 

, ^^ to put i&y Sifter out of all patience t And akbo* 

loe X30W feeins to think a yQunger Sifter only can be aa 

/°^Q)(iraDce> ihe was then often propoiss^ to me t6 

J^ ^ party in oar own. favour a^sdcdltqK)^ £^tc^>2>Mt.\'% 
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rapackvs vte^s, as {he ufed to call them : Whilt I 
was for confidcring the liberties he took of this fort as 
the efTef t of a temporary pleafantrjr ; which in . a 
young man not naturally good humoured, I was glad 
to fee; or as. a foible that deferved raillery, but no' 
other notice. 

But when my Grandfather's Will (of the purport 
• of which in my particular favour, until it was opened, 
I was as ignorant as they) had lopped off one branch 
of my Brother's -expeAation, he was extremely difTa- 
tisfied -with me. No-body indeed was pleafed : For 
ahho' every-one loved me, yet being the younge.ft 
child, Father, Uncles, Broihcr, Sifter, ail thought 
themfclves poftponed, as to matter of right and power 
[Who loves not power ?] : And my Father himfelf 
could not bear that I (hould be made Sole, as I may 
call it, and Independent ; for fuch the Will, as to that 
Eftate and the powei-s it gave (unaccountably as they 
ail'faid) made me. 

To obviate therefore every one's jealoufy, I gave 
up to my Father's management, as you know, not 
only the Eftate, but the Money bequeathed me (which 
was a moiety of what my Grandfather had by him at 
his death; the other moiety being bequeathed to my 
Sifter); contenting myfclf to take as from his bounty 
what he was pleafed to allow me, wiihout defiring the 
leaft addition to my annual ftipend. And then I hoped. 
I had laid all envy afleep : But Itill my Brother and 
Sifter (jealous, as now is evident, of my two Uncles 
favour for me, and of the pleafure I had given my Fa- 
ther and them by this aft of duty) were every now- 
and-then occaiionally doing me covert ill offices : Of 
which, however, I took the lefs notice, when I was 
told of them, as I thought I had removed the c^ufe of 
their envy; and 1 imputed every-thing of that fort to 
the petulance they are both pretty much noted for. 
. My Brother's acquifition then took place. This 
made us sdl verjr happy ) and he wcfit down to take 
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pofieffioti of it : And his abfetice (on fo good an iic«- ' 
count too) made us ftill happier. Then followed Lord 
M's propofal (or my Sifter : And this w^s an addl^ 
clonal felicitj for the time. 1 have told yon how ex« 
-ceedingly good-humonried it made my Siller. 

You know how that went off : You know what 
came on its place. 

My brother then returned ; and we ^ere ^U wrong 
again : And Bella, as I obferved in my Letters above^ 
meationedy had an opportunity to giveherfelf the cre- 
dit of having refufed Mr. Lovelace, on the fcore of - 
1 \m reputed faulty morals. This united my -Brother 
[ aad-Sifter in one caufe. They fet themfelves oh all 
[ , occafions to depreciate Mr. Lovelace, and his family 
I too (a family which deferves nothing but reTpedl) : 
. And this gave rife to the converfation I am leading to 
i Ixtwecn my Uocles and them : Of which I now 
come CO give the particulars : sidEter -I have obferved^ 
that it happened before the Rencounteis and foon after 
the enquiry made into Mr. Lovelace^ affairs had 
come out better than my'Brother and^Sifter hoped it 
Would {a). 

, They wet^ bitterly mveighmg agaihft hidi, in tlititr 
Dfuai wayj ftrengchening their inveAives witli Jbme 
iiew Stories in his disfavour ; when my Uncle Antony^ 
having given them a patient hearing, declared^ ^ That 
' he thoDght the gentleman behaved like a gentle- ' 

* man ; his Niece Clary with prudence ; and that a 
^ more honourable alliance for the family, ns he had 
' rfien 'tdU them^ could not be wifhed fdr : Since Mr« 
' Lovelace had a very good paternal £fiate; and thar^ 

* by the evidence of an enemy, all dear. Nor did it 
' appear, that he was fo bad aihan as he had beea 
** reprefented to be : Wild iodeied ; but it was at a gay 

* time of life : He was a man of fenfe ; and he. wag 

* fure that his Niece would not have him, if (he bad 
not good reafon to think himTcfbrmcdidr that there 

(9) See Letter U.f, »i» 
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^ was a likelihood that ihe could reform him by her 
>« example.' 

My Uncle then gave one inftance. My Aunt told 
me, as a proof of a generofiiy in Mr. Lovelace's fpi- 
rit| which convinced him, that he was nor a bad man 
in nature ; and that:he was of a temper, he was pleafiul 
to fay, like my 'Own ; Which was, that when he 
(my Uncle) had reprefcnted to him, that he m^hfi 
if he pleafedyonake three or four hundred pounds a 
^yearof his paternal Eft ate, more than he did ; he an- 
i wered, '* That his tenants paid their rents well : Thtt 
f k was a maxim with bis f^imily, from which he 

* would by no means depart, ticiicr to rack-rent old 
< tenants, or their defcendcnrs ; and that it was t 

* pleafure to him, to fee all his tenants look fat, fled^ 

* and contented.' 

I indeied had once occafionally heard him fay ibmc* 
thing like this ; and thought he never looked fo wd 
as at the time ; — except once ; and that was in an 
iuftance given by him on the following incident : 

An unhappy tenant of my Uncle Antony came pe- 
tUiooing to my Uncle for forbearance, in Mr Love- 
lace's prefencc. When he had fruitlefsly withdrawn^ 
Mr. Lovelace pleaded his caufc fo well, that the man 
was called in again, and had his fuit granted. And 
IVIr. Lovelace privately followed him out, and gave 
him two guineas, for prefent relief ; the man having 
declared, that, at the time, he had not five ihiUings 
in the world. 

On tbh occaSon, he told my Uncle (but without 
any airs of oftentation) That he had once obferved an 
old tenant and his wife in a very mean habit at church; 
aod (quefiioning them about it next day, as he knew 
they had no hard bargain in rhcir farm, the man faid, 
lie had done fome very fooliih things with a good in- 
lentiony which had put him behind-hand, and he couM 
^ot have paid hu rent, and appear betten He aflecd 
wBi how lODg it would take him to retrieve the fooliih 

fiep 
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lep he acknowledged be had'made. He (aid. Perhaps 
wo or three years.. Well then, faid he, I will abate 
rou five poQods. a year for feven years, provided you 
irill lay it out upon your wife and felt', that you may 
nake a Sunday-appearance like mt tenants. Mean 
ime, take This (putting his-hand in his pocket,, and 
giving him five guineas) to put youfelves in prefent 
plight ; and let me fee you next Sunday at church, 
hand in hand, .like an honcft and loving couple^ and* 
I;befpeak you to dine with me afterwards. . 

Altho* this pleafed me when I heard itt as givmg 
ui inftance of generofity. and prudence at the fame 
iMDey.noc leficoing (as my Uncle took notice) the 
fearly Talue of the. farro,,yer,.my dear, I had no 
throbs^ no glows uppn it X-^pcn my word, I had not* 
Kevcrthelefs I own to you, that 1, could not help 
faying, to myfelf on the occafion, * Were it ever to 
^be my lot to have this man, he would not hinder 

* aw from purfuing die methods I £6 much delight to 

* take*-^With * A pity ^ that fuch a. man were not ^ 

* mq^rmiy good !* 

Forgive me this.digreffion.. 

My uncle went on (as my Aunt tefd me) < That 
* 'beiides his paternal Eftate, he was the immediata 
^heir to Tery fplendidibrtunes : That, when be was • 

* io treaty for his Niece Arabella, Lord M. told him 

< (my Uncle) what great things he and his two Half- 
' fitters intended to do for him, in order to qualify 

* hkn for the. Thle, which would, be extinct at his . 

* Lord(hip*s death, and which they hoped to procure 

* for bm,\or2LjiUl bigier, that of thoie Ladies Fa- 
' thcr, which had been for fome^me cxtinAoa 
^'fiailore of heirs-naale : That it was with this view 
' that his relations were all fo earncft for his many-' 
*'iog: That as he faw not. where Mr,- Lovelace 

< ■ could better himfelf ; fo, truly, he thought there- 
*'was wealth enough in their own family to build up • 
''three jcoafiderabie pnes : That thcrcfi>,re he muft 

£ 3 . *^ 'AM.^s 
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' needs fay, be was the more defirousof this alliance, 

* as there was a great probability^ not only from Mr. 
' Lovelace's .defcent, but from his fortunes, that his 

< Niece Clarifla might one day be a Peered of Great 

* Britain :-«— And upon that profpeft [^Here was the 

* mortifying firoke^ he ihould,. for his own- parr, 

* think it not wrong to make fuch difpoficions as 

* (hould contcibute to the better fupport of the dig- 

* n.ity.' 

My Uncle Harlowc, it feems, far from difappro- 
iping of what his Brother had faid» declared, ^ That 
^> there was but one objeAion to an alliance with Mr.. 
' Lovelace ; to wtt, his fiiulty morals : £fpeciall|r as^ 
' fo much could be done for Mifi Bella, and for Iny 

< Brothet too, by my Father ; and as my Brother 
*■ was. aftually pofie^^d of a considerable eflate by 
' virtue of the Deed of Gift and Will o£ his God" 

* mother LovelL' 

Had L known this before, I fhould the lefs have 
wondered, at many things! have been unable to ac- 
count for. in my Brother's and Sifter's behaviour to 
me; and been more on my guard than I imagined 
there was.a neceffity to be. 

You.may.eafily guefa how much this converfatioa 
aff«Aed my Brother at the time. Hie could not,, yoa 
know, but.be very uneafy to \xt2x.tvj0.Qfhu SUvtards 
talk a( this rate to his face. 

He had from early days,, by his violent temper, 
made bimfclf both feared and courted by th« whole 
family. My E!ather himielf,^ as I have lately men* 
tioned, . vecy often (long before my Brother*^ acqui- 
fitigns had made hiai ftill more afTuming) gave way 
to him, as to an only Son who was to build up the 
name, ^ and augment the honour of it. Little iodiice- 
ment therefore had. my Brother to correA a temper 
which gave him fu much confideration with every- 
body. 

^^ Sjeci SLiftcrBella^* £aid hci.in an indecent ptffioa 

? before 
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before my Uocles. on this occafion I haTe mentioned 
* — See how it is ! — You and I ought to look about 
' us ! — ^This little Syren is in a fair way to out-unclf* 
'as fhe has already out'grandfather*d us both !' 

From this time (as I now find it plain upon recol- 
leAion) did my Brother and Sifter behavd to me, as 
to one who ftood in their way ; and-to each other, as 
having but one iatereft : And were refolved therefore 
to bend all their force to hinder an alliance from ta* 
king cffcdty which they believed was likely to oblige 
them to contract their views; 

And how was this to be done^ after fuch a decla- 
ration from both my Uncles ^ 

My Brother found out the way. My Sifter (as I 
have faid) went hand -in hand whh him. Between 
thcm» the family union wa» broken, and every-one 
was made uneafy. Mr. Lovelace was received more 
and more coldly by all : But not being to be put out 
e£ his- courfe by Slights only^ perfonal Affronts fuc- 
ceeded ; Defiances next ; then the Rencounter : 
That, as you have heard, did the bufinefs : And now, 
if I do not oblige them, my Grandfather's Eftate is • 
to be litigated with me ; and I, who never defigned 
to take advantage of the independency bequeathed 
me, am to be as dependent upon my Father's Viillj as a 
Daughter ought to he who knows not what is good fyt 
berfelj. Thb b the language of the family now. ■ 

But if I will fufter myfelf to be prevailed upon^ 
how. happy (as they lay it out) {hall we all be l«— 
Such prefcnts am I to have^ fuch jewels^ rand I can- 
not tell what, . from every one 'of the family. ! Thect 
Ml*. Solmes*s fortunes are fo great, and his propofals 
fo very advantageous . (no Relation whom he values) 
that there will b& abundant room to raife mine upon 
them, were the high-mcended favours tof my own 
Relations to be quite out of the queftioo. Moreover 
it is now, with this view, found out, that I have qua- 
lifications which of thpmfeives will be a full equivalent 

E4 \» 
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to Mr. Solmes for the Settlements he is to make ; and 
fiill leave him under an obligation to me for m^ com- 
pliance. He himfelf thinks fo, I ani told — So very 
poor a creature is he, even in bU own ejcs, as well 
as in tbgirs. 

Thefe ' defirable views anfwered, how rich, how 
fplcndid, (hall we all three be f And I — ^what obliga- 
tions (hall Hay upon them all ! — And that only by 
doing an aA pf duty fo fuitable to my charafler, and 
manner of thinking ; if indeed I am the generous as 
well as dutiful creature 1 have hitherto made them be- 
lieve I am. 

This is the bright fide that is turned to my Fatker 
and Uncles, to captivate them : But i am afraid, that 
sny Brother's and Si(ler*s dedgn is to ruin me wsb 
them at any rate. Were it otherwife, would they 
not on my return from you have rather fought to 
€vurt than /tighten me into meafures which their 
hearts are (o much btnt to carry ? A method they 
have followed ever fince.. 

Mean time, orders are given to all the fervants ko 
fhew the highefl refpcft to Mr. Solmes ; the gener&ui 
Mr. Solmes is now his charaftcr with foroe of our fa- 
mily ! But are not thefe orders a tacit confef&oor that 
they think his own merit will not procure htm te* 
fpeA^ He is accordingly, in every vifit he roakeif 
not only highly carefied by the principals of our fa- 
mily^ but oblequioufly attended and cringed to by 
the menials. — And the noble fettlements are ccholpd 
from every mouth. 

Noble is the word ufed to enforce the offers of a 
man who is mean enough avowedly to bate^ and 
wicked enough to propofe to ro^of theirjuft expeAa* 
tions, his own family (every one of which at the 
fatne time fVands in too much need of his favour) in 
order to fettle all he is worth upon me ; and if I die 
without children, and he has none by any other Mar^ 
riage^ upon a family which already abounds. Such 
jwe Ju's propofals^ But 
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But were there 00 ether * motive to indtice me tar > 
defpife the upflart man, is not this unjud one to his > 
htiaWj enough ? — The upfiart man, I repeat ; for- he 
was not born to the immenfe riches he is poflefled 6f : : 
Riches left by one niggard to another, in injury to 
the next heir, hecaufe that other is a niggard.; . And . 
fiiould I not be as culpable^ da yoa think:* in mynz^ - 
teptance of fuch unjuft Settlements^ as he is in the 
tfgr of them, U I could perfuade'myfelf ■ to be • a : 
&arer in them, or fulfer a reveriionary expeAaxioQ * 
of poiHrfling (hem to influence my choice ^ 

Indeed it concerns me not a little, that my friends ^ 
could be brought to encourage fuch ofiers on Jueh mo- - 
iifes as I rhinka periou' of confcience. fiiould jiot prd* - 
fume to begin the world with. . 

Bui this it feems is the only method that can be 
taken to difappoint Mr. Lovelace ; and at the fame - - 
time to anfw:er all my Relations have to wiCh £or«ach % 
of^ us. And /ureiy I will not ftand againft '*fuch aa . 
acccflion to the family as may happen from -marryipg j 
Mr. Solmes :. Since now a po/MMty is <lifcovered 
(which fuch a grafping mind, as my Brother*s can . 
eaflly turn into a probability), that my Grandfather's 
Eflate will' revert to it, with a much more coniidera- 
ble one of the man's own., InftanceS'o£«£ftatef fall* ; 
ing in, in cafes far more unlikely tbftn this, are in- 
iiiled upon ; and my Sifter fays» in the words of aa ■. 
old Saw, // is good t$ be related, to an Eftate. -: 

While S(rimes» fmiling no doubt to himfelf at a 
hope fo remote, by offers only, obtains all their in- 
terefts; and doubts riot to join to his own the Eftate 
I am envied for ; which, for the conveniency of its 
fituation between two of his, will it feems be of twi«e 
the value to him that it would .be of to any other 
pcrfon ; and is therefore, I doubt not, a Uronger mo* 
tivewich him than the Wife. . 

Thefe^ my dear, feem to me the principal induce- 
XQcnu of my ReLitions to efpoufe fo vehemently 98 

E.5 . X^«3i»l 



*i^ . The ViisTuKTof Vol: I.. 

thcT d6 this man's fnit.- AImI tere, pnce more, jnuft : 
I deplore the famiVy-fauU, which gives thofe induce* - 
ments fuch a force as it will be difficult to reiifl. 

And thus far, let matters with regard to Mr Solmes - 
and me come out as they will, .my Brother har fuc- 
ceeded* in his views; that is to fay, he has,- in th6 
firft place, got my Father to make the caufe his 
own, and to tniift upon my compliance as an aft of 
duty. 

My Mother has never thought fir to oppofe my 
Father's will, when once he has declared himfelf do- - 
termined. . 

My Unclfs, fliflPi unhrokcui highly profperoos^ 
Bachelors, give me leave to fay (altho' very worthy * 
perfons in the main) have as high notions of a ChiidV 
duty, as of a Wife's obedience ; in the la/i of which . 
iTty Mother's meeknefs has confirmed them, and given ^ 
them greater reafon to expedl the fir/i» 

My Aunt Hervey (not extremely happy jn her 
own Nuptials, and perhaps under fgme little obHga- - 
tion) is got'over, and cbufes not- to open her lips in 
sny favour -again A the wills of a Father and Uncles fo 
determined. 

Thi«» paflivcneft in my Mother and in my Aiint, la 
a point fo contrary to their own firft judgments, is too 
ftrong a proof that my Father is abfolutely refolved« 

Their treatment of my worthy Mrs. NortoN'-is 
a fad confirmation of it : A woman defervjng of aU 
confidcration for her wifdom ; and every -body thmk; 
ing fo ; but who, not being wealthy enough to have 
due weight in a point againll which fhe has- given her 
opinion, and which they fcem bent upon carrying, is 
refli ained from vifiiing here, and even from corre- 
fpoiKling with me, as I am this very day informed. 

Hatred to Lovelace, family -aggrandizement, and 
this great moilvt pahrnal authority I — What a fotce 
united muft they be fuppofed to have, vrh^n Jifigly each 
coaiiierduoa is fufficicAt to carry ail before k i 

This 
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This is the formidable appearance which the addrcft 
of this difagrceable man wears at prefent. • 

My Broi HEU -and my SiJ^TER triumph. — They 
have got me daivn, as Hannah over-heard them exult* * 
And fo they have (yetl nevcc knew that I was infu- 
lently r/^); for now my Brother will cither lay me un* 
der an obligation to comply to my own UDhappiuefi^ 
and fo make me an inftrument of his revenge upoa * 
Lovelace ; or/ if I refu/e> will throw me into difgraca ■ 
with my whole family.- - 

Who will wonder at the intrigues and plots carried ' 
on by^ undermining: Courtiers againft one another^ 
when 4 private family, but three of which can poffi- 
Uy have cla(hihg interefts, and one of them (as Oit ' 
prcfiunes- to think) above fuchJow motives, cannot 
be free from theai> } ' t 

What at prefent mod concerns me, is, the. peace of 
any Mother's mind ! How can the Hufband of fuch a ^ 
Wife^(a^)O0^man.too! — But oh! this prerogative of 
nan hood!) be (o pc/itive, fo unperfiiadabley to one 
who has^rought into the family^ means* which they 
know fo well the value of, that methinks they (hould - 
value her^iht more for their fako I ■ 

They do. indeed value her :• But, I am (brry to Ay, . 
fhe • has- purchafed that value by her compliances: ■ 
Yet has merit for which ihe ought to be venerated ; • . 
prudence, which ought of itfelf to be conformed to ia . 
€¥ery-thihg. . 

But whither roves my pen ?= How dare a pervcrfc 
gif I take thefe liberties with relations fo very refpedla- 
blc, and whom fhe highly. refpe£b ^ What an ua-' 
happj iicuaiion is that .which obliges her, in her own 
defence a^ it were, to ezpofe their failings ?. 

But . you, .who know how much I love* and reve- 
rence my Mother, will judge what a difficulty I am 
under^ to be oblip^ed to cppofe a fchtme- which yZ>^ 
has engaged in. Yet I mujl oppofe it (to comply is 
i&jpoi&ble) i andmuft without delay declare my oppo- 
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ftion, or vKf difficulties will encreafe ; fiacc as I am 
juft now iDiormcd, a Lawyer has been this very day 
confulted [Would you have believed it ?J in relatioQ 
so Settlements. 

Were ours a Roman Catholic family, how much 
happier for me, that they thought a Nuooery would 
mniwer all their views ! — How happy, had not a cer- 
tain perfon flighted fomebody t All then would, have 
been probably concluded on between them before my 
Brother had arrived to thwart the match : Then had 
I had a Sifter ; which now I have not ; and two Bro- 
thers ; — both afpiring ; poflSbly both titled : While I 
ihould oftly have valued that in Either which is abofC 
Title, that which is truly noble in Both i 

But by what a longnreaching felfiOinefs is my Bro- 
ther governed i By what remote^ exceedingly remote 
YieWs \ Views /which it is in the power of the flighteft 
accident, of a fever, for tnf^ance (the feeds of which 
are always vegetating, as I may fay, and ready fo 
burft forth, iti his own impetuous teoiper) or of the 
"provoked weapon of an adveifary, to blow up and 
dcdroy I 

I will break off here. Let me write ever fib freely 
•f my friends, I am fiire of your kind conftruAions 
And I confide in your diferetion, that you will avoU 
reading to or transcribing for others, fuch paflages As 
may have the appearance of treating too free^ the 
Parental, or even the Fraternal charaAer, or induce 
others to cenfure for a fuppofrd failure in duty ro the 
•oCy or decency to the oUien 

T^ut truly a^eSHenate^ 

Cl. Ha&lowk. 



L tT- 
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LETTER XIV. 

JU^ Clarissa Harlowb, To Mi/s Howe ^ 

T/mr/day Eveningi March 2. * 

C\^ Hanomh's depoficing my long Letter (bcgua 
^ ' ycfterday, but by reafon of federal interr^iptioos 
Dot finiflied till withio this hour) fhe found and brought^ 
tne youre of this day. I thank you, my dear, for this 
kind expedition. Thefe few lines will perhaps be time 
enough depofited, to be uken away by your fervant 
with the other Letter s Yet they are only to thank 
you, and to tell you my encreafing apprehenfions. . 

I muft take or feek the occafion to apply to mf 
Mother for her mediation ; for I am in danger of 
having a day fixed, and antipathy taken for bafhfuC^ 
Defs* — Should not Siders he Sifters to each other ? 
Should not they make a common caufe of it, as I 
may fay, a caufe of Sex, on fuch occafions as the 
prefent ? Yet mine, in fupport of my Brother's felf-- 
Uhnefs, and, no doubt, in concert with him, has 
keen urging in full aflembly it feems (and that wirh 
in eameftnefs peculiar to herfelf when fhe fets upon 
any -thing) that an abfolute day be given me ; and if 
^comply not, to be told, that it (hall be to the for- 
feiture of all my Fortunes, and of all their Love. . 

She need not be fo o$cious : My Brother*^ intereftj^ 
t^ithout hers, is flrong enough; for he has found means 
to confederate all the family againft me. Upon fome 
frefh provocation, or new intelligence concerning Mr. 
Lovelace (I know not what it is) they have bound 
thcmfelves, or are ro bind themfelves, by a figned 
papef, to one another [The Lord blefs me, my dear, 
what (hall I do ! 3 to carry their point in favour of 
Mr. Solmes, in fupport of my Father'^ Authority y as 
it is called, and againft Mr. Lovelace, as a Libertine, 
aad an enemy to the fanuly : And if fo» I am fure, 
X BUi; fay againft w^--^How impolitic ia Uiyua ^V\^ v^ 
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join two people in one Intereft^ . whom they wiih for 
ever to keep afimilcr ! 

What the dilchiirgcfd Steward reported of him is 
furcly bad enough : What Mrs. Fortcfcue faid, not 
only confirms that bad, but gives room to think him 
flill worfc : — And yet ih^fomething further which my 
friend<: have come at, is of fo heinous a nature (ai 
Betty Barnes tells Hannah) that it proves him to be 
the ytovi\ of men. — But^ hang the man, I had almoft 
laid.-r-What is he to me ? What ivouit he be — were 

not this Mr. Sul O my dear, how I hute the maa 

hi the li«;ht he is pn pofed \o me ! 

All of them at the fame time are afraid of Mr. 
Lovelace ; yet not afraid to provoke him ! — How am 
I entangled! to be obliged to go on correfpondiDg 
with hiin for their fakes — Heaven forbid, that their 
perfi£led-in violence fhould fo drive me, as to make it 
necefTary for my own / 

But furely they .will yield — Indeed /cannot. 

1 bc:lieve the gencleO; fpirits when provoked (caufe- 
lelly and cruelly provoked) are the moil. determined. 
The reafon may be, That not taking up refolutioni 
lightly — their very deliberation makes them the more 
immoveable.— :-And then when a point is clear ainl 
fclf-evidcnc, how can one with patience think of enter- 
ing into an argument or contention upon it ? — 

An interruption obligies me to conclude my f^ If, id 
fome.hurry> as well as fright, what 1 mud ever be,. 

Tou/S more than my oivvy 

Clarissa Uarlowb.. . 

L E T T E R, XV; 

Mifs H6WE, 7« Mi/s Clarrissa Harlowe. 

Friday y March. 3. 

J H AVE both your Letters at once.-. It is very 

unhappy, my dear, fince your friends will have 

you marry, that a pcrlbn of your merit i^ould be ad- 

« ... drcffcd 
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^fftd by- a fucceflion of wonhlefs'- creatures, who 
have nothing but their prefamption for their excufe* 

Tharthefef prefumers appear nor in this very un-' 
worthy light to fbme of your friends, is, becaufe their 
d^fcdts are not fo ftriking to them as to others. — And 
why? ftiall I :venturc to tcii you ? — Becaufe they arc 
nearer their own-' ftandard — Mode fly ^ afier all, per- 
haps has a concern in it; for how (hbuld they think^ .. 
that a Niece or a ^Ifier o£ theirs [1 will not go higher, . 
for fear of iocurxing your difpleafurel] fhould be aa 
•iigel ? 

But where indeed is the man to be found (who has 
the \c2iik (hare of due diffidence) that-tiares to look up 
to Mifs Ciarifla hJarlowe with hope» or with any^thing 
btit w.iflies .' Thus the bold, and forward, not being 
bafible of their defers, afplre ; whik the modefty of 
the r^ly worthy filis them with too much reverence 
to permit them to explain themfclves. . . Hence your 
Symmes*s, your Byron's^ your Mullios's, your Wy- 
erley^^ (the be ft t)f the herdy and your Soimes's^ in . 
t«m, invade you — ^Wretches that, looking upon the 
reft of your Family, need not defpair of fucceediog - 
in an allknce with it — But, ta you> what an ine&cufe<^ - 
able prefumption ! • 

Tet I iim afraid all oppofition will be in vain. You 
nnifij.you will, I doubt, be facrificed to this odious 
man. . I know your-^family. There will be no refift- 
ing fuch baits as he has thrown out. O, my dear^ , 
my beloved friend I and are fuch charming qualities, 
b fach exalted merir^ to be funkin fucha Mairiag^l 
— Ydu muft not, your Uncle tells my mother, dit 
pute their authority. . Authority ! what a full 
word is that ia the mouth of a narrow-minded per« 
ibhj , who happened to be born thirty Years before 
one!— Of your Uncles I fpeak; for as to the Pa- 
rrn/^/ authority, That ought to be facred. — But fhould 
jK>t Parents have rea/on ibr what they do ? 

Wonder aot, howcTcri at your Beirs un-fifterlj 
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behaviour in this ^fiair : I have a particular to add to 
the inducemicnts your infolent Brother is governed bj, 
.which will account for all her driving. . You have 
already owncJ, . that htr outward eye was from the 
firfl (Iruck with the £g|ire; and addrefs oF the man 
whom (he pretends to defpife, «and whot 'tis, certain, 
thorot>ghly def[>lfes her : But you have not told me, 
that dill (hie loves him of -^ all men. Bbll has a mean- 
nef^ ifi her very pride ; that meannefs rifts with her 
pride, and goes hand in hand with ir; and no one is 
fo Droad as BHl. She has owned her Love,, her up- 
caiy days, and (leeplefs nights, and her revenge grafted 
.upon her Love, to her favourite Betty Barnes — To 
lay herfelf in the power of a fervant's tongue f Poor 
creature! — But like little fouls will find one an- 
•ther out, and mingle, as well as like great ones. 
This however (he told the wench in ftridl confidence : 
And thus, by way of the/^;njZf roiinfi-ahout^ as Love* 
lace had the f<iucinef& on fuch another occafion, in 
ridicule of our Sex, to call it, Betty (pleafed to be 
thought worthy of a fecrer, and to have an oppor- 
tunity of inveighing againft Lovelace's perfidy, as ihe 
would have it to be) told it to one oi her confidants : 
That confidant, with like injun^ions of fecrecy, to 
Mifs Lloyd's Harriot — Harriot to Mifs Lloyd — Mi(s 
Lloyd to me — ^I to you— *with' leave to make what 
you pleafe of it. 

And now you will not wonier to find in Mifs. Bell 
tn implacable Rival, rather than affectionate Sifler; 
and will be able to account for the wurds Wiichcrafti 
Syrerty . and Tuch-like, thrown out agavnfl> you ; and 
for her driving on for a fixed day for fjici ificing you 
to Solmes ; In fhort, for her rudenefs and violence of 
every kind. 

What a fweet revenge will (he take, as well upon 
Lovelace as upon you, if ihe can procure her rival 
Sifter to be married to the man that Sifler hates ; and 
lb prevent ker having the man whom (he herielf loves 

(whciiicr 
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(whether ySif have hope of him or not) and whom Oic 
fu|pe£b her Sifter loves ! 

I^oifons and poniards have often been fet to work 
by minds iDflamed by difappointed Love, and aAuated 
by Revenge — Will you wonder then, that the ties of 
relationfhip in fuch a cafe have no £otcc^ and that a 
Sifter forgets to be a Sifter ? 

Now I know this to be her fecret motive (the 
more grating to her^ as her Pride is concerned to 
make her difavow it) and can confider n as joined 
with her former Envy, and as ftrengthened by a Bro» 
tber, who has fuch an afcendant over the whole fa- 
mily ; and whofe JnUred (Have to it as he always 
was) eng^sged him to ruin you with every one : Both 
pofiefied of the ears of all your family, and having 
it as much in their power as in their will to mifre* 
prefent all you fay, all you do ; fuch fubjeAs alfo as 
the Rencounter, and Lovelace's want of morals^ to 
ezp^ciate upon : Tour whole family likewife avow- 
edly attached to the odious man by means of the cap* 
tivating propoikls be has made them ; — ^When I con- 
fider aU theie things, I am full of apprehcniions for 
you.— O my dear, how will you be able to main- 
tain your ground I — 1 am fure, (alas ! I am to fure) 
that they will fubdue fuch a tine fpirit as yours, un» 
iifcd to oppoGtion ; and {TtU it tiQt in Gath) you 
mufi be Mrs. Solmes I 

Mean time, it is now ealy, as you will obferve^ to 
guefs from what quarter the report I mentioned to 
you in one of my former,' vame. That the younger 
Sifter has robbed the eider ot her Lover (a) : For 
Betty whifpered it, at the time ftie whifpered the reft, 
that neither Loveiace nor you had done honourably 
hf her young Miftrtfs— How cruel, my dear, in you 
to rob the poor Bella of the only Lover fiie ever had I 
.^At the inftant too that fhe was priding hcifeif, that 
BOW at iaft fhe ftuiuld have it in her power not only 

M i*. a. 
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to gratify her own SufceptibUitiety but to give an 
example to the Flirts of her Sex (^i) (my worfhip^s 
felf ID her eye) how to govern their man with a filkea 
rein, and without a kerb-bridle ! 

Upon the whole, I have now no doubt of their 
perfevering in favour of the defpicable Solmes ; and 
of their dependence upon the gentlenefs of your tem- 
per, and the regard you have for their favour, and for 
your own reputation. And now I am more than 
ever convinced of the propriety of the advice I for- 
merly gave you, to keep in your own hands the 
Eftate bequeathed to you by your Grandfather.— 
Had you done fo, it would have proctured you at loaft 
an outward refped from your Brother^ and Sifter^ ^ 
which would have made them conceal the envy and 
ill-wiii that now are burfting upon you from hearts 
fo narrow. 

I muft harp a little more upon this ftrihg— Do not 
yod obferve, how much your Brother's ionuenee has- 
overtopped yours, fince he has gQt into fortunes fo 
confiderable, and fince you have given fome of them 
an appetite to contlnueJn themfelves the pofFeffioa o£ 
your Eflate, unlefs you comply with their terms i 

I know youp dutiful your laudable motives; and 
one would have tbougkr, that you might have trufted 
to a Father who fa dearly loved you. . But had yoa 
been actually in poflefTion of that £(late» and. living 
up to itf and upon it . (your youth prote£ied from 
blighxjng tongues by the company of your prudent 
NojLton, as you; had propofed). do you think that 
yOL)r Brother, grudging it to you at the time a& he 
did, ai^d. looking upon.it as his righr,^ gs an only Son, 
would have been practicing about it, and aiming at 
it ? 1 told you fome time ago, that I thought your 
trials but proportioned to your prudence (^) : But 
you will be more than wom.m, if you can extricate 
yourfclf with honour, having fuch violent fpirits aad 

fordlA 
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fordid mindt in fome, and fuch tyrannical and defpo- 
tic wills in others, to deal with. Indeed all may be 
done, and the world be taught further to admire 70U 
for your blind duty and will-lefs refignation^ if you 
can perfuade yourfelf to be Mrs. Solmcs. 

I am pleated with the inflances you give me of 
Mr. Lovelace's benevolence to his own tenants, and 
wiih his little gift to your Uncle's. Mrs. Fortcfcuc 
4I/0WS him to be the beft of Landlords : I might have 
told you 7%!/,^ had I thought it neceflfary to put you 
into fome little conceit of him. He has qualities, in 
ihort, that may make him a tolerable creature on the 
other fide of Fifty : But God help the poor womaa 
to #hofe lot he fhall fall till then ! JVomen^ I fhould 
fayj perhaps ; iince he may break half a dozen hearts . 
b^ore that time. — But to the point I was upon — Shall 
we not have reafon to commend the tenant's grateful 
honefty> if we are told, that with joy the poor man 
called out your Uncle ; and on the fpot paid him ia 
part of his debt thofe two guineas ? — But what fliall 
we fay of that Landlord, who, tho' he knew the 
poor man to be quite deftitute, could take it ; and, 
laying nothing while Mr. Lovelace ftaid, as foon as 
he was gone, tell of it in praife of the poor fellow's 
Iioncfty P — Were this fo, and were not that Land- 
lord related to my deareft friend, how fhould I defpife 
foch a wretch? — But perhaps the Story is aggravated. 
Covetous people have every-one's ill-word : And fo 
indeed they ought ; becaufe they are only folicitous 
to keep that which they prefer to every-one's good 
one. — <^ovetous indeed would they be who deferved 
WPitiwr, yet expeAed h^th ! 

I long for your next Letter. Continua to be as 
particular as poifible. I can think of no other fub- 
jeA but what relates to you and to your affairs : Foir 
jiaiDf, and. ever will be, raofl affcAiooately, 

Tour own, 

Anjna iiowE. 
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LETTER XVL 

JMi/s Clarissa Harlowb, To Mt/i Howk. 

[,Her prececBng not at that timi receivedj 

Friday y March 3. 

(Tj MT dear &ieDd, I have had a fad conflia ! Trial 
^^ upon trial; Conference upon conference ! — But 
what Lawy what Ceremony, can give a man a right 
to a heart which abhores him more than it does any. 
living creature ? 

I hope my Mother will be able to prevail for me.-— 
But I will recount all^ tho' I fit up the whole night to 
do it ; for I have a vaft deal to write ; and wil^be at . 
ninute as you wifh me to be» 

I concluded my laft in a fright. It was occafiooedi 
by a converfation that paflfcd between my Mother and, 
my Aunty part of which Hannah overheard. . I need . 
not give you the particulars ; fincc what I .have to re* 
late to you from different conyeifations th^t have 
pafled between my Mother and me iu. thiB,:fpace of fti 
▼ery few HoarSf will include them alU , I will bcgia; 
then. 

I went down this, morning when breakfaft.. WM- 
ready with a very uneafyx heart, from what Hannah 
bad informed, mye, of yellerday afternoon ; wiihiog for, 
•n opportunity^ however^ to appeal to my Mother^ 
in hopes to engaae her intereft in my behalf j and pur- • 
pofing to try to find one when ihe retired to her own 
apartment aft^r breakfaft : But| unluckily, there wai. 
the odious Solmes fitting afquat between my Mother, 
and Sifter, \vithy& muck affurance in his looks 1-r-Bul 
jou know, mj dear^ . that (hofe we love nptj cannot 
d<!i.any thing to pleafe us. 

Had the.wretch kf pt his feat, it might have^been . 
well enough; But the. bent and broad-fhouidercd 
creature muft needs rife, and ftalk towards a chair • 

' W * 

Uluch was juft by that which was fet for me. . 

1 remoyedlt 
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I remoTcd it to a diftaoce, as if to make way to 
my own : And down I fat, abruptly I believe ; what 
I had heard all in my head. 

But this was not enough to daont him« The man 
is a very confident, he is a very bold, ftaring man !— - 
[ndeed, my dear, the man b very confident 1 

He took the removed chair, and drew it fo near 
mine, fquatting ia it with his ugly weight, that he 
prelled upon my hoop. — ^I was fo offeqded (all I had 
heard, as I iaid, in my head) that I removed to an- 
other chair. I own I bad too little command of my- 
felf. It gave my Brother and Sifter too much advan- 
tage. I dare fay they took ir. But I did it involun- 
tarily, I think. I could not help it. — I knew not 
what I did. ^ 

I faw that my Father was exceflively difplea(ed» 
When angry, no man's countenance ever (hews it fo 
much as my Father's. Clarifla Harlowe ! faid he 
with a big voice — and there he ftqpped. — Sir ! faid I^ 
trembKng and courtefying (for I had not then fat 
down again) : And put my chair nearer the wretch, 
aod fat down — My face, as I could feel, all in a 
g^w. 

Make Tea, child, faid my kind Mamma ; Sit ^yf 
me» Love ; and make Tea. 

I removed with pleafure to the feat the man had 
lotted ; and being thus indulgently put into employ- 
ment, foon recovered myfelf ; and in the courfe of the 
hreakfafting ofEcioufly aiked two or three queftions of 
Mr. Solmest which I would not have done, but to 
make up with my Father. — Prvud fpirits may he 
hvugki to I whifperingly fpoke my Sifbnr to me, over 
her tiboulder, with an air of triumph and fcora % But 
I did not mind her. 

My mother was allkindnefs and con^eicenfion* I 
a£bed her onc^ if ihe were plea&d with the Tea ? She 
Gud ibfdy (and again called me ^or) lh« was pieafed 
Pith all I (tid« I was veiy proud of tbia ciico\\T»^^^ 
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goodnefs ; And all blew oTcr, as I hoped, betwecB 
my Father and me ; for he alfo fpokc kindly to me 
two or three times. 

Small incidents thtfe, my dear, to trouble you 
with ; only as they lead to greater, as you (hall hear. 

Before the ufual breakf aft-time was over, ray Fa> 
ther withdrew with my Mother, telling her he wanted 
to fpeak to her. Then my Sifter and next my Aunt 
(who was with us) dropt away. 

My Brother gave himfelf fome airs of infult^ which 
I underftood well enough ; but which Mr. Solmes 
could make nothing of : And at la ft he arofe from 
hu feat — Sifter, faid he, I have a curiofity to fhcw 
you. I will fetch it. And away he went (hutting 
the door clofe after him« 

I faw what all this was for. I arofe ; the maa 
hemming up for a fpeech, rifingi and beginning to let 
bis fp1ay-fc€t [Indeed, my dear, the man in all his 
ways is hateful to me !j in an approaching pofture»-^ 
I will fave my Brother the trouble of bringing to me 
his curiofity, faid I. 1l courtcfied'-*-Your fervant^ Sir 
-—The man cried. Madam, Madam, twice, and 
looked like a fool. — But away I went — to find mt 
Brother, to fave my word,*— But my brother, indir- 
fitrent as the weather was, was gone to walk in the 
garden with my Sifter. A plain cafe, that he had left 
his curiofity with me, and defigned to fliew me no 
other. 

I had but juft got into my own apartment, and 
began to think of fending Hannah to i>eg an Audience 
of my Mother (the more encouraged by her conde* 
fcending goodnefs at Breakfaft) when Shorey her 
woman brought me her commands to attend her ia 
her clofet. 

My Father, Hannah told me, was juft gone out 
of it with a pofitive angry countenance. Then I as 
piuch dreaded the audience as I had wifhed for i€> 
•efore. 

1 wttf 
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I went down ho«rev«r ; but, apprehendiDg the fub- 
e£t fhe intended to talk to me upon, approached her 
rembling, and my heart in vifible palpitations. 

She faw my concern. Holding out her kind arms, 
s (he fat. Come kifs me, my dear, faid fhe, with a 
'mile like a fun-beam breaking through the cloud that 
iverihadowed her naturally benign afpe£t. Why 
luiters my jewel fo P 

This preparative fweetnefs, with her goodnefs juft 
)cfore, confirmed my appreheoiions. My Mother 
aw the bitter pill wanted gilding. 

O my Mamma 1 was all I could fay ; and I clafped 
oay arms round her neck, and my face funk into her 
bolbm. 

My child] my child! reftrain, fald (he, your 
powers of moving ! I dare not elfc trufl myfclf with 
youw — And my tears trickled down her bofom, as 
hers bedewed my neck. 

d the words of kindnefs, all to be exprefled tm 
vain, that flowed from her lips ! 

Lift up your f\veet face, my beft child, my own 
Clarifla Harlowe ! — O my daughter, bcft-belovcd of 
my heart, lift up a face fo ever-amiable to me !^- 
Why thefe fobs ? — Is an apprehcndiogduty fo aflfefl:- 
ing a thing, ^ that before I can fpeak — But I am glad. 
my Love, you can guefs at what I have to fay to you 
I am fpared the pains of breaking to you what was. 
a taik upon me reluctantly enough undertaken to break 
to you* 

Then rifing, {he drew a chair nearer her own, and 
xhade me fit down by her, overwhelmed as I was 
with tears of appreheniion of what (he had to fay^ 
and of gratitude for her truly maternal goodnefs to 
mc— -Sobs ftill my only language. 

And drawing her chair (liil nearer to mine, fhe 
put her arms round my neck, and my glowing cheek 
wet with my tears, clofe to her own : Let me talk 
to you, jaoy child. Since Silence is 30UC dz^\^c>« 
heulKa to me, and tc iiJcnt. Xo:^ 
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Ton know, my dear, what I every day forego, and 
undergo, for the fake of peace. Tour Papa is a very 
good man, and means well ; but he will not be con* 
trouled ; nor yet perfuaded. You have fometimes 
feemed to pity m^, that I am obliged to give up 
every point. Poor man ! his reputation the lefs for 
it ; mine the greater : Yet would I not have this cre- 
dit, if I could help ir, at fo dear a rate to Inm and to 
''Uy^^* You are a dutiful, prudent, and a wife child, 
ihe was pleafed to fay, in hope, no doubt, to make me 
fo : You would not add, I am fure, to my trouble : 
You would not wilfully break that peace which cofts 
your Mother fo much to preferve. Obedience b 
better than facrificc. O my Clary Harlowe, rejoice 
my heart, by telling me 1 had apprehended too much! 
—I fee your concern ! I fee your perplexity ! 1 fee 
your confliA [loofing her arm, and riiing, not willing 
I fhould fee how much fhe herfelf was affeAed^. I 
will leave you a moment.-^Anfvrer me not— []For I 
was eifaying to fpeak, and had, as foon as Ihe took 
her dear cheek from mine, dropt down on my kneeSf 
my hands clafped, and lifted up m a fupplicating man^ 
nerj. I am not prepared for your irrefiflable expoftu* 
lation, {he was pleafed to fay. i will leave you to 
recolIcAion : And 1 charge you, on my bieffing^ that 
all this my truly maternal tendernefs be not thrown 
away upon you. 

And xhdfk file witlidrew into the next apartment { 
wiping her eyes as Ihe went from me *, as mine over- 
flowed ; my heart taking in the whole compaft t>f her 
meaning. 

She foon returned^ having recovered more fteadi- 
Hffs. 

Still on my knees, I had thrown my face crois the 
chair ihe had fat in. 

Look up to me, my Clary Harlowe — ^No fulko^ 
vefs, I hope 1 

JNo, indeed, my ever^to-be-revcrcd Mammi*— * 
And I arofe. I bcm my kuec. She 
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She raifed me. No kneeliDg to mej but with knees 
•f duty and compliance. Tour heart, not your knees^ 
muft bend. It is abfolutely determined— —Prepare 
yourfclf therefore to receive your Fat her ^ when he 
▼iiits you by-andby, as he would wifh to receive j/e^u. 
But on this one quarter of an hour depends the peace 
of my future life, the fatisfa£lion of all the family, 
and your own fecurity from a man of violence : And 
I charge you hejtdest on my bleffing, that you think 
of being Mrs. Solmes. 

There went the dagger to my heart, and down I 
funk : And when I recovered, found myfelf in the 
anns of my Hannah, my Sifter's Betty holding opeii 
my relu£tantly*opened psdm, my laces cut, my linen 
fcented with hartfliorn ; and my Mother gonew Had 
I been- lefs kindly treated, the hated name ftill for- 
borne to be mentioned, or mentioned with a little 
more preparation and referve, 1 had ftood the horrid 
found with lefs viiible emotion — But to be bid, on the 
Bleffing of a Mother fo dearly beloved, fo truly 
reverenced, to think of being Mrs. Solmes— ^whac 
a denunciation was that ! 

Shorey came in with a meilage (delivered in her fo- 
lemn way) : Tour Mamma, Mifs, is concerned for 
your diforder : She experts you down again in aa 
hour ; and bid me fay, that ihe then hopes every- 
thing from your duty. 

I made no reply ; for what could I fay ? And lean- 
ing upon my Hannah's arm, withdrew to my own a- 
partment. There you will guefs how the greateft 
part of the hour was employed. 

Within that time, my Mother came up to me. 

I love, flie was pleaied to fav, to gome into ihU 
wartment !-^No emotions^ child J No flutters! — 
Am t not your Mother ! — Am I-not yo\ir fond, your 
indulgent Mother ! — Do not aifjcompofc me by dif- 
cbmpoiing yourfeif! Do not occaSbn m uncafitirfs^ 

Voi. L F '% ^\i^\k 
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-when I would ^ive you nothing but pleafurc. Come, 
jDj dear, we will go into your clofer. 

She took my hand, led the wsiy, and made me fit 
.down by her : And after (he had inquired how I did» 
flie began in a ilrain as if (he had fuppofed 1 had 
made ufe of the intervening (pace to overcome all my 
objeAions. 

She was pleafed to tell me^ that my Father and 
flie, in order to fpare my natural modefty^ had taken 
.the whole affair upon themfelves — 

Hear me out ; and then /peak ; for I was going to 
<cxpoftulate. Yoa are no ibranger to the end of MDct 
Solmes*s vifits— 

O Madam! — 

Hear me out ; and then fpeak. — He is not indeed 
iCvery-thing I wifh him to be : But he is a man of 
probity, and has no vices—- 

No ^ices, Madam ! 

Hear me out, child — You have not behaved much 
Amifs to him : We have ieen with pleafure that you 
hx^t not— - 

Madam, muft I not now fpeak 1 

1 (hall have done prefently — A young creature of 
your virtuous and pimisx\xxr\^ £he was pleafed tofay^ 
cannot furely love a profligate : You love your Bro- 
ther too well, to wifh to marry one who had like to 
Lave killed him» and wlio threatened your Uncles, 
and defies us alL You havje had your own way Six 
or Seven times : We want to fecure you againft a 
man fo vile. Tell me {I have a right to know) whe- 
ther you prefer this man to all others 1 — Yet Grod for- 
bid that I fhould know you do 1 for fuch a declara- 
tion would make us aH miferable. ITet^ tell me^ are 
your afiTeitions engaged to this man ? 

I knew what the inference would be, if I had faid 
they were not. ., 

You liefitate^Y4)u anfwer me not — ^Ydu cannot 

anfwcr 
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anfwer me — Rifing — ^Nevcr more Will I look upoa 
you with an eye of favour— 

O Madam, Madam ! Kill me not XKrith your diF* 
pleafure — I would not, I need not, hefitate one mo- 
ment, did I not dread the inference, if I anfWer you 
as yon wifb. — ^Yet be that inference what it will, your 
du^atened difpleafure will make me fpeak. And I 
declare to tou, that I know not my own heart, if it 
be not abfolutely free. And pray, let me afk my 
deareft Mamma, in what has my conduft been faulty, 
that, Uke a giddy creature, I mud be forced to marry, 
to faye me from-— From what ? Let me befeech you. 
Madam, to be the guardian of my reputation — Let 
not your Clarifla be precipated into a State (he wifhes 
not to enter into with any man ! And this upon a 
fuppofition that otherwife (he fball marry herfelf, and 
mjzrace her whole family* 

WeHthen, Clary [pafling 0T«r the force of my 
plea]] if your heart be free — 

O my beloved Mamma, let the ufual generofity of 
your dear heart operate in my favour. Urge hot 
upon me the inference that made me hefitate* 

I won't be interrupted. Clary — ^You have lech ia 
my behaviour to you, on this occafipn, a truly ma- 
ternal tendemefs; you have obferved that I have 
underuken thb talk with fome reluAance, becaufe 
the man is not every-thiog; and becaufe I know 
you carry your notions of perfedion in a man too 
high — 

Deareft Madam, this one time excufe me ! — Is 
there then any danger that I fhould be guihy of an 
imprudent thing for the man's fake you hint at ? . 

Agsun intcrrtmted !— Am I to be queftioned^ and 
argued with ? x ou know this won't do fomewhere 
elfe. You know it won't. What reafon then, un- 
generous girl, can you have for arguing with me thus, 
but becaufe you thisk from my indulgeuct \.o ^^\^> 
you may i 

F z 'Ws^'i^^ 
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What can I fay ? What can I do ? What znuft 
clbat caufe be that will not bear being orged upon i 

Again ! Qary Harlowe ! — 

Deareft Madam, forgive me : It - was always my 
pride and my pleafure to obey you. But look upon 
that man— fee but the difagreeablenefs of his perfon — 

Now, Clary, do I fee whofe perfon you have in 
your eye ! — ^Now is Mr. Solmes, I fee, but compara* 
tively difagreeable ; difagreeable only as another man 
has a much more fpecious perfon. 

But, Madam, are not his manners equally fo ?— 
& not his perfon the true reprefentative of his mind ? 
— ^That other man is not, ihall not be, any-thing to 
me, releafe me but from this one man, whom my 
keart, unbidden, refifts. 

Condition thus with your Father. Will he bear, 
^o you think, to be thus dialogued with ? Have I 
not conjured you, as you value my peace — What, is 
ft that I do not give up i — This very taik, becaufe I 
apprehended you would not be eaJUy perfuaded, is a 
talk indeed upon me. And will you give up nothing I 
Have you not refufed as many as have been offered 
to you ? If you would not have us guefs for whom, 
comply ; for comply you muft, or be looked upon as 
in a (late of defiance with your whole family. 

And faying this, flie arofe, and went from me. 

But at the chamber-door ftopt ; and turned back : I 

vill not fay below in what a difpoiition I leave you. 

Confider of every-thing. The matter is refolved 

upon. As you value your Father's Blcffing amdmine, 

and the fatisfaftion of all the family, refolve to com-' 

P'7- I will leave you for a few moments. I will 

come Up to you again. Sec .that I find you as I wifh 

to find you ; and lince your heart is free^ let your 

^^jy govern it. ^ » / 

fou *ff ^°^^ half an hour, my Mother returned. She 

-, ^ "^c in tears. She took my hand : It is my 

^*^' cvc2»ore, faid flie, to be of the adtnowlcdgini 
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<de. I believe I have nccdlcfly cxpofei myftlf to 
your oppofition, by the method I kave taken with* 
you. I firft began as if I fxpe&ed a denial^ and by 
my indulgence brought it upon myfelf. 

Do not, my deareft Mamma V do not, fay fo ! 

Were the occafion for his debate, proceeded fhe, 
to have rifen from myfelf ; were it in my power to 
difpenie with your compliance ; you too well know 
what you can do with me. 

Would any-body, my dear Mifs Howe, wifh to 
marry, who fees a Wifie of fuch a temper, and blefled' 
with fuch an underftanding as my Mother is noted 
for, not only deprived of all power; but obliged to 
be even oElive in bringing to bear points of high im<^ 
portance, which (he thinks ought not to be infifled* 
upon? 

When I came to you a fecond time, proceeded ihcr 
fcnowibg that your oppofition would avail you no-^ 
Ihing^. I refuied to hear your reafons : And in this I 
was wrong too,, becaufe a young crtzxxxrc who loves 
to reaibn, and ufed to love to be convinc'd by reafonv 
ought to have all her objections heard : I now, there- 
fore, this third time, fee. you ; and am come refolved 
to hear aU you have to fay : And let me, my dear,^by: 
my patience, engage your gratitude ; your generojity^ 
I wfll call it ; becaufe it is to Tou I fpeak, who ufed 
to have a mind wholly generous. — Let me, if your 
keart fe really free, let me fee what it will induce you 
to do to oblige me : And fo as you permit your ufual- 
difcretion to govern you, I will hear all you have to 
fay; but with this intimation, that fay what you will,. 
it will be of no avail elfewhere. 

What a dreadful faying is that ! But could I engage 
your pity. Madam, it would be fomewhat. 

You have as much of my Pity, as of my Love. 
But what is perfon. Clary, with one of your prudence^ 
aod your heart dijengaged ? 
Should the eye be diiguftbd» wh^n \\it Vkt^t\.*>& \.o\^^ 

F 3 ca^^.'yA.^ 
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engaged? — O Madam^ who can think of marrying 
when the heart is ihocked at the firft appearance, and 
wher^ the difguft muft be confirmed bj every conver- 
fation afterwards ? 

This, Clary, is owing to your prepofleffion. Let 
xne not have cavfe to regret that noble firmnefs of 
jnind in fo young a creature which I thought your 
glory, and which was my boaft in your charaAer« 
In this inftance it would be obflinacy, and want of 
duty.— Have you not made objeAions tofeveral — 

That was to their tn:vdsf to \hcir frinctpJei, Ma- 
dam — But this man — 

Is an honeft man, Clary Harlowe. He has a good 
jtiiod. He is a virtuoi:is man. 

He an honeft man ! HU a good mind^ Madam ( 
Jffe a virtuous man ! — 

No-body denies him thefe qualities. 

Can he be an honeft man who offers terms that will 
rob all his. own Relations of their juft expcAationa ?— - 
Can iis mind be good — 

You, Clary Harlowe, for whofe fake he offers fb 
much, are th.e bUl perfon that ihould make this ob« 
fervation. 

Give me teave to fay. Madam, that a perfon pre-. 
ferring happitiefs to fortune, as I do ; that want not 
even what I havey and can give to the ufe of tbatf aa 
an inftancc of duiy — 

No more, no more of your merits ! — ^You know 
you will be a gainer by that chearful inftancc of your 
duty ; not a iofer. You know you have but ca/l 
your bread ufon the vjaters-^So no more of that !— 
For it is not undcrftood as a merit by cvery-body, I 
affure you ; tho' I thick it a high one ; and fo did 
your Father and Ulicles at the timc^- 

At the time. Madam !-^How unwoithity do sny 
Brother sod Sifter^ who are afraid that, the favour k 
was fo lately in — 

I he^ar no(his^ siS^s^ft your filrpther and Sifter 

^Jtvati 
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What family-feuds have I in profpcA, at a time wbea« 
I hoped mod comfort from you ail ! 

God blefs my Brother and Sider in all their worthy 
?iews r You (hall have no family-feuds, if I can pre- 
vent them. You yourfclf. Madam, (hall tell me what 
I fhall bear 6rom them, and I will bear it : But let my 
a&ions, not their miifeprefentations (as I am fure bf 
the diigraceful prohibitions Lhave met with has been 
the cafe) fpeak for mc. 

Juft then, up came my Father, with ^ fternneis in 
his looks that made me tremble.*-He took two or three 
turns about my chamber^ tho' pained by his gout.— '- 
And then faid'to my Mother, who was^ iilent as foon 
as (he faw him— 

My dear, you arc long, abfem^ Dinner is near rea- 
dy* What you had to iay, lay in a very little com- 
pa(s». Surely, you have nothing to do but to de- 
clare ^our will, and my will — But perhaps you may 
be talking of the preparations — Let us have you foon 
down — I our Daughter in your hand, if worthy of 
Ac name. 

And down he wentj .caSihg his eye upon me witlv- 
a;Iook fo ftern, that I was enable to fay one word to - 
films or even for a few minutes to my Mother.^ 

Was not this very^ intimidating, my dear ? 

My Mother^ feeing^ my concern, feemed to pity' 
mc. She called me her good child, and kifled me ; 
and told me thatmy Father fhould not know I had 
made . JTuch oppofition. He has kindly furniOied us » 
with an ezcufe for being fo long. together, faid fhe.— ~ 
Come,, my, dear — Dinner will be upon table prefeatly/ 
—Shall we go down ! — A&d'took my hand* 

This made me flart : What,.. Madam, go ddwn tO' 
let it be fiippofed wc were talking oi prepanUions l--^- 
O my beUn^d Mamma, command me not down-uppn^ 
foch a fuppofition. 

You fee, child, that to ftay longer together^.will'^ 
Ve, owning, that you are debating a\io\x\ %\:k^c\\xvb' 
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duty : And that will not be borne. DM not your 
Father himfelf fome days ago tell you, he would be 
obeyed ? I will a third time leave you. I muft fay 
fomething by way of ezcufe for you : And that you 
dcfire not to go down to dinner — That your modefty 
on the occafion — 

O Mamma !. fay not my modefty on fuch an occa- 
fion : For that will be to give hope — 

And defign you mt to give hope ? — Pcrvcrfe girl ! 
— /W?«^, am flinging from me i Take more time for 
conuderation ! — Since it is neceflary, take more time 
— And when I fee you next, let me know what blame 
I have to caft upon myfelf» or to bear from your Fa- 
ther, for my indulgence to you. 

She made, however, a little flop at the chamber- 
door ; and Teemed to expe£l that I would have befought 
her to make the gentteft conftruAion for me ; for, he- 
iitating, fhe was pleafed' to fay, I fuppofc you would 
not have me make a report — 

Madam, interrupted I, whofe favour can I hope 
for, if I lofe my Mamma's ? 

To have deiired a favourabk report* you know, 
^y dear^ would have been qu^lifyiog upon a poiai: 
that I was too much determined upon^. to give room 
for any of my ^ends to think I have the Ifsaft hefita- 
tion about ir. And fo my Mother went down ftaiFS. 

i will depofitc-thus far; and^^as I knawyou will ^qi 
think me too minute in my relation of particulars fq 
very interefting to one you honour with your Love^ 
proceed in the fame way.. As matters ftand, I don*j 
care to have papers fo freely written about me. 

Pray let Robert call every day, if you can fpare himi 
V'hethec I have any-thing ready or nor. 

1 ihould be glad you would not fend him empty* 
liandcd. Whdt a generoiity will it be in you, to write 
as frequently from friendship, as I am forced to do 
from misfortune ! Th^ Letters being taken away will 
be an aflurancc that you have them. ^^ I fliaU write 

.^ - - «nd 
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and depofite as I have opportunity, the formality of 
yiz/^r and^^-fcnption will be excufed. Fori need 
not fay how much I am, 

' Your Jincen and ever ^ffedlionat if 

Cl. Harlowe» . 

LETTER XVIIi 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe^ To M^s Howb. 

TCi Y Mother, on her return, which was a$ fooa ^ 
^^ as flie had dined, was pleafed to inform me^ 
tkat (he told my Father, on his queflioning her about 
my chearful compliance (for it feems, the chearful ' 
was all that was doubted) that fhe was wHUog, on fo 
material a point, to give a child whom (he had To 
much reafon to love (as (he condefcended to acknow- 
ledge were her words) liberty to fay kU that was in her 
heart to fay, that her compliance might be the freer : 
lietting him know, that when he came up^ (he was 
attending to my pleas ; foE that ihe found I had rather 
not marry at all* . 

She told me, that to this my Father angrify fald« 
Let her take care— Let her take care — that (he give 
me not ground to fufpeA her of a preference fome- - 
where elfe. But, if it be to eafe hr hearty and not . 
to difpute myt will, you ipay hear het* out* . 

So, Clary, faid my Mother, I am returned in a * 
temper accordingly : And I hope you will not again, 
by y^ur peremptorinefs> £hew me^ ,how^ I ought to. 
treat youi 

Indeed, Mada^m,' you did me juftice, to fay, I have 
do inclination to marry at all. I have not, [hope,. 
mademy(elf fo very unufeful in my Papa's family, as — 

No more of your merits, Clary ! You have beeii 
a good child. You have eafed me of all the fimily- 
cares *. But do not now give more than ever you re- 
lieved me from. You have been amply repaid in 
the reputation your (kill and management have given 
;f9a : Bat now there is foon to b^ ii '^^xv^^ v^ '3i>\ 
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thofe alBftancee frbmjou.^.. Ifyoainarry^- there will 
be a natucaly aad; if <o pleafe ms^jl defirable period ;. . 
becauG;'yoqr own family will jempioy- all your talents 
in that way s II you do. not» jhere wiUbe a period ^ 
like wife, but. up/ ^a natucaLonc-^Tbu undcrftandine, ^ 
child: 

I wcpf. ^ 

I 'have made.inquiij ali^adjs^after- a»hdufekfceper. . 
IvWQuldhaTe had your good Norton ; But I fuppofe 
you will, youxfelf wiih to ha«c thelworihy woman - 
with you. , If jfou d^&$ it» tbatihallb^agreedupoa - 
£ot you*%. ' 

But, why, deareft:Miatdam,wby<amJ^j(hej^oftiBfi^>. 
to be precipitated i^to a State* tha4 I -ain very Jarr 
from wHhidg to enter into wi(h aoy:hody ? 

You are goitfg ta .qt^eAion . me, I fbppofc, .whj^^ 
your Sifter i$.not%thi]^oghc of for Mr« Solmes i 

Iifhopfy Madaaii it wiU ao^ difpleafe. you».^if^>* 
were ? 

Ilnight refer you for an anf^^cr tayour Father,^ - 
Mr.. Solmes has.reafon for prcferjinp ji'^Ur-^ > 

i!^Qd II have reafijbs, Madam, . for dijQikiag him*. 
And why am I 

This quiclaiefs upon me«.. interrupted Jmy. Mother^v 
irnorto^be borne! T am' gone, and ypur. Father*.' 
comes, if / can do no good with you% 

©vMadam, J would hather die, than 

She put her hand to my mouth.-rl^o peremptpri<?:- 
t)efsi Ckry Harlowc : Once yeu declare youcfelf In-,- 
flexible, I. have done. 

I wept for vcjcation. This is all, aU> py BrotherV^ 
doings — Hrs grafj^ing views^ 

No rejaedions upon your Brother z Hehas^ntirelf 
the honour of the family ar heart. 

I would no more difhonour my family^ Madam^. 
than my Brother would; 

\ ^^^^^ ^^ * ^"^ ' ^°P^ y^^ ^^^' allow your Father,. 

and Me, and your Uncles, to judge what will do it 

Mojiour, what diihODOur. I 
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I then offfered to live fingic ; never to marry at all'; ; 
or never but with their full approbation^ 

If Tpu mean vto (hew your dtity, and your obe-- 
dience. Clary, you muft fhew it in ofir-way; not in^ 
your (Twn. . 

I hope. Madam, that Ihave not fb behaved hither* 
to, as to render fuch^a trtalof my obedience neceC*' 
ftryrf . 

Ycs^- Cr^ry, Ixannot btir fay thkt y9u have hitherto ' 
behaved extremely well : But you have had no trials ' 
CUI now : And I hope, that now yop are called to one, . 
y«u will not fail in it« Parents, proceeded (he, when i 
children are young, ^repleafed witb'every-thing they 
do. You have been a good child upon the vdiole : - 
But we have hitherto rather complied with you, than • 
you witbrus* N^w that you are grown up to mar- - 
riageable years, is the teft; efpecially as your Grandfa* - 
ther ha& made you independent, as we may fay, in ' 
preference to thofe who had prior * expcftationi^ upon • 
that Eftate. . 

Madam, my Grandfather khew»'and exprefsly men* - 
tions in his -Will his defire, that my Father will more ' 
thin make it up to my 'Sifter. I did nothing but what < 
I thought my duty to procure his favour* • It -was ra- - 
thera mark of ' his* affcAion, than* any advantage to ' 
me : For, xlo I lettfaer feek or wifhto be independent? ' 
Were I to be Queen of 'the Uiiiverfe^ that- dignity ' 
firould not abfolve me from my duty to Yon aikl to » 
my Father. I "would "kneel foryourUteffings^ wero^: 
it in the prefence of millions — So that-*- 

I am loth 'to interrupt ^^, Clary; tho* you'could *■ 
more than once break in upon me^ - You are young j. 
tad unbroken ; But, with all this oftentation of your ' 
duty, I defireyou to ihew^a little- more deference to > . 
me when 1 amfpeaWng. . 

I beg your pardon, dear Madam^- and your patience 
with me on fucb an occafion as this* If I did not fpeak ^ 
with .earneftaefs upon it^l fliould|;)e fu'g^&d.v^Viv^^ 

Fa4. w^ti 
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9nly maidenly obje&ioas agaioft a man I never can 
•Ddurc» 

Clary Harlowe ! — • 

Deareft, deareft Madam^ permit me to fpeak what 
I have to fay^ this once — It is hard, it is v$ry hard^ 
to be forbidden to enter into the caufe of all thefe 
miCuDderftandings^ becaufe I muft not fpeak difre- 
fpcAfuIIy of one who fuppofcs me in the way of his 
Uibition, and treats me like a flave— - 
. Whither, whither^ Clary — 

My deareft Mamma ! — ^My duty will not permit 
me fo far to foppofe my Father arbitrary^ as to mate 
a plea of that artntrarineis to yx>u-— 

How now^ Clary !■— O girl r — 

.Your patience> my deareft Mamma : — You were 

f leafed to fay ^ you would hear me with patience*-— 
^BRSOM in a man is nothing, becauCb I am fuppofed 
to be prudent ; So my eye is to be diTgufted^ and mj 
i^afbn not convinced--^ 

Girl, girl ! 

Thus are my imputed good qualities to be made my^ 
punifhment \ and I am to be wedded to a monfler — 

[] AftonifhiDg 1 — Can this, ClarifTa, be from you ? 

The man,. Madam^. perfon and mind^ is a monfler 
in my eye.]-^ And that I may be induced to bear this 
treatment^ I am to be complimented with being in<^ 
different to all men : Yetj^ at other timesj^and toferve 
other purpofes,.be thought prepoflefCed in favour of a 
man againfl whpfe moral character lie/f{/? objefiioos.. 
—Confined, as if, like the giddieft of creatures, 1 
would run away with this man,, and difgrace my whole 
family ! — O my deareft Mamma 1 who can be patient 
under fuch treatment ! 

Now, Clary, I fuppofe you will allow me to fpeak.^ 
} think I have had patience indeed .with you.r— Could I 
have thought— But I will put all upon a fhort iffiie^ 
Your M§ther, ClarifTa, ftiall (hew you an example of 
that patience you £b boldly claim ficom her^ without 
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O 017 dtftr, how my Mother's condefcenfion di- 
ftrcfled me at die time ! — Infinitely more diftrefTed me, 
than rigour could have done. But (he knew, ihe was 
to be fure aware, that fhe was put upon a harih, upon 
an unreajmable fervice> let me izj, or fhe would not^ 
ihe could not, have had fo much patience with me. 

Let me tell you then^ proceeded fhe, that all liet 
in a fmall compafs, as your Father faid. — You have 
been hitherto, as you are pretty ready to plead, a du- 
tiful child. Tou have indeed had no caufe to be 
Otherwife. No child was ever more favoured. Whe- 
ther you will difcredit all your paft behaviour ; whe- 
ther, at a time and upon an occafion, that the higheft 
inftance of duty is expected from you (an inftance 
diat is to crown all) x and- when you declare that y<mr 
I heart is free — ^you will give that inftance ; or whether^ 
having a view to the independence you may claim (for 
fi>^ Clary,, whatever be youv motive, it will be judged) 
and which any man you favour, can afTert /^r^w 
agamfl us all; or rather yfer himfelfm fpite of us— 
Whether, Ifay, you will break with us all ; and ftand 
iQ defiance of a jealous Father, needledy jealous, I 
will venture to fay, of the perogatives of his Sex, as^ 
10 me,,and ftill ten time» more jealous of the autho-- 
rity of a Father ; — ^^Fhis b- now the point with us; 
You know your Father has made it a point ; and did 
he ever give up one he thought he had. a right to 
carry? 

Too true^ thought I to myfelf ! And now my Bro^ 
Aer has engaged *my Father^ his fine icheme will walk 
«Jbfi#, without needing his leading-ftrings ; and it it 
become my Pather^s will that I^oppofe; not my Bro- 
dier's gralping views. 

1 was fiknt. To fay the truth,. I was juft then 
fuUenly filent* My heart was too big- I thought it 
was hard to be thus given up by my Mother ; and 
that ihe Ihould make a will fo unaccountable as my 
Brother*^ hef w&^^lHj Motherly my dear^ the* I 
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muft not fay fcTj was nbt obliged to marrj^igauiift^i^r^ 
liking. . My Mother lov^d my FaiJier* 

Mv filence availed me Aill lefs.v 

l/ee, my dear, faid fhe^ that you- arc conTinced.-.. 
Now, my good child, ,Now, .my Clary, do 1 love 
you! It fhaU uot he known^t that you have argued-, 
with me at all. . AU fhall be imputed to that modeHy 
wiiich has ever fo much didioguiihed you. . Youihalt . 
have the iull meiit.of your rtfigQatioo. . 

I ^wept.. 

She tenderly wiped * tht^ tears from^my eyes, andk'' 
kifled my cheek — Your Faiher ezpe£h you down with • 
axhearfui coununancc — But twill excufe your going. . 
AU your fciuples, you> fee, Jiave met with.an>indul--- 
gjCBce truly^ maternal from me. . I rejoice inithehope* 
thatyou*are convinced. . This indeed feems to be a 
proof x>f the triahof ypuv agi;eeabk declaration, Thatc: 

Did not this feem to border upon«rrtrtf/ry, mj^^xiear^, 
in fo indulgeiit a Mother ? — It would be wicked. 
[^Wouldvit not Ij :^o fopppfemy Mother capable ^f ufrt ^ 
— But (he is p\it uppn it ; and obliged to i«ke methods^ 
to which. her .heart is naturally above looping; and 
all. intended for my goodf becaufe:fhe fees that nOi^ 
arguing will .be. admitted any whcrc-&lf& 1 

I will go down,, proceeded fhe, and excufe your . 
attendance at aicemooo tea, ^sl did to 'dinner : For|L 
kiiow you will have ibme little reluAances to fubdue^i^. 
I ; will allow .youj tlK>re ; and alfo feme little natural 
fhynefliS — Andifo *. '>u Jball not come down,^lf your 
chafe not to come ij'vAo — Only, my dear, do DOt;dif-o 
gvace my report wL en you. come to fupper. . And be 
lure behave as you uft^d to do to your Brother and^ 
Sifter ^ for your behaviour to them wil) be one teft of . 
your chearful obedience to us. I advife as a Fricndji. , 
you fte, rather than command as a Mother — So adicUy , 
my Love*. And again ihe kiilcd mc; ; and v a^ going. . 

O.my deacMamma^ (aid I^ forgive mcj — !buc lurelft ' 

you J 
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yw cannot believe^ I can ever think .of having that 
man I: . 

She was very angiy^ and iebmed - to be greatly dif^ 
sq)pointed. She threatened to torn me- over to caf 
Father and my Uncles^ — She hovrever bid me (gene* 
roufly bid me) confider, what a handle I gave to my 
Brother andiSifttfr, if! thought they had views to ferve^ , 
bjf making my Unotes difiatisfisd ^ith me.- 

I, faid &e,^in a mildjcr accent^ have early f^id alt ^ 
that I thought could be faid againft the prefent pro- 
ppfa], ,oB a fuppofitiony that you/ who have refufed 
fisveral others ( whom? 1 own to be preferable as to per* 
{on) would not approve of^.it ; and could I have fuc-^ 
ceeded/ you, .Cliiry, -had never heacd of it. fitit* if / 
cottld .not»Jiow>caa<j{^> expert to-prevaili- 'My grea( . 
cnds» in the taik.I have undertaken, 4re the preferva-' 
tion of the family-piece fa likely to be overturned ; to 
rcinftate^you in the affe£Hons^of you& FatheI^ and Un- 
cles ; ,andco preferve you from a man of violence. -<— 
Tour Eather, you muft needs think, will flame out," 
upon your, cefuiai to. comply : Your Uncles are fo^- 
thorougbly convinced t>f the confiftency of the mea« ^ 
ftire, . with -their favourite views of aggrandizing the . 
family, .that they- are as much ^termined -as your. 
Father — Your Aunt Hervey and your,. Uncle Hervoy 
ace of the fame party. And it is hard, if a Father 
and Mother*, and Uncles^ and Aunt^ alL conjoined^ 
cannot be allowed to diredt your choice — Surely, m^ 
dear girl, jproQCtddi ih&[for I wa» iiientaU this timej 
it.cannot^K^ that, you are the mori^ averfe,bccaufe tho 
yami^ viru;^ will i>e pcomoled by the match — Thisi 
liiflure you, js wbatevery-body muft think, if you- 
comply aot. Nor, .while the man ib obnoxious to us . 
all» remains unmarried, and .faizjsr/ about you, will 
the ftson^ft afleverationsyou can. make of yourreFo- 
hiiion and wiihes to live fingle,. be in the leaft i«:garded. . 
Aod well r you.Jkoow, ,thiU were Mr«> Lovelace an an- 
gel| and your Father ba^^oadeit a..foiai^^^x^^'Q^* 
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Ihould not have him, it would be io vain to difjfnite 
his will. As to the prohibitioD laid upon you (much 
as I will own againft my liking) that is owing to the 
belief that yon correfponded by MUs Howe's means 
with that man ; nor do I doubt that you did fo. 

I anfwercd to every article, in fuch a manner^ as I 
Mm fure would have iatisfied her, could (he have been 
permitted to judge for herfelf ; and I then enveighed 
with bitternefs againft the difgracefal prohibition laid '. 
upon me. 

. They would ferve to fhew me, fhe was pleafed td • 
fay, how much in earneft my Father was. They 
might be taken 'Ofl^ whenever I thought fit, .and no 
harm done^ nor dlf^race received. But if . I were to* 
be contumacious, 1 might thank myfelf for all that 
would follow. . 

I fighed. . I wept. Iwas filent. , 

Shall I, , Clary, faid (he^^fliall I tell your Fathe^r 
that thefe prohibitions are as unneccfiary as I hoped . 
they would be ? that you know your duty'f ,and wilL- 
Bot offer to controvert his; will i What fay youy mf . 
Love ? 

OMadam>.what can I fay to %ueftions fo indnl*- 
gently put ? — I do indeed know my duty : No crea-- 
tare in the world is more willing to pradHfiiti Bat 
pardon me^ deareft Madam* if I iay. That I muft beai^^ 
theie prohibitions,- if i am to payfo dear to have.them . 
taken off/ 

Betermined and perverfe, ,my dear Mamma called^ 
me : And after walkuig twice or ihcice in anger about 
the room, fhe turned to me ; — Tour heart y>#^, Cla-- 
rifla i How can you tell me your heart is free ? Such* 
extraordinary antipathies to a particular perfon muft 
be owing to esuraordinary pFcpoficffions in anocher't- 
favour !— Tell me,. Clary ; and tell me truly — Do^ • 
you not contiuue to correfpond with Mr. Lovelace ? 

Dearcft Madam, replied I, you know my mo*- 
^es : To prevent mi&hief^ I aniwered his Letters^ . 

Thr 
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The reafons for our apprehenfioos of this fort are not 
OTer. 

I own to you, Clary (altho* now I would not have 
it known) that I once thought a little qualifying among 
fuch violent fpirits was not amifs. I did not know 
but all things would come round again by the medi- 
ation of Lord M^ and his two Siflcrs : Bat as they all 
three think proper to refent for their Nephew ; and 
as their nephew thinks fit to defy us all ; and as terms 
are ofiered on the other hand, that could not be afked^ 
which will very probably prevent your Grandfather's 
Eflate going out of the family, and may be a meant 
to bring a flill greater into it ; I fee not, that the con- 
tinuance of your correfpondence with him either can 
or ought to be permitted. I therefoie now forbid it 
to you, as you value my favour. 

Be pleafed. Madam, only to advife me how to 
break It off with fafety to my Brother and Uncles i 
and it is all I wi/h for. Would to Heaven, the maa 
fo hated had not the pretence to make of having bees 
too violently treated, when he meant peace and recon* 
ciliation ! It would always have been in my own power 
to have broke with him* His reputed immoralities 
would have given me a juft pretence at any time to do 
(b — But, Madam, as my Uncles and my Brother will 
keep no meafures ; as he has heard what the view is} 
and as I have reafon to think, that he is only reftrained 
by his regard for me from relenting their violent treat- 
ment of him and his family ; what can I do ? Would 
you have me, Madam, make him defperate ? 

The Law will protedt us^ child ! ' Offended magi- 
ilracy will aiTert itfelf-*- 

But, Madam, may not fome dreadful mifchief firft 
happen ? — The Law afierts not itfelf, till it is offended* 

Ton have made offers. Clary, if you might Ih$ 
obliged in the point in queiHon-^Are you re^ly in 
earned, were you to be complied with to break off 
all correfpondence with Mr*. Lovelace i — Let. tuc 
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Indeed, I am ; and I will. You, Madam, (hall fee 
all the Letters that have pafled between us* You (hall 
iee I have given him no encouragement independent of 
my duty. And when you have feen them,, you will 
be better able to direft me how, on the condition I 
have ofiered, to break entirely with him. 

I take you at your word, Clarifia — Give nle Ah 
Letters ; and the Copies of yours. 

I am ftire. Madam, you will keep the knowledge 
that I write, and what I write — 

No conditions with your Mother — Surely my pru- 
dence may be trufted to* 

^ begged her pardon ; and brfoiight her to take the 
key of the private drawer in my cfcritoire, where they 
hy, that fhe herfelf might iee, that I had no referves 
to my Mother. 

She did ; and took all his Letters, and the Copies o£ 
mine. — Unconditioned with, (he was plcafed to fay^ 
they fhall be yours again, unfeen by any-body elfe. 

I thanked her ; and (he withdrew to read them ; 
faying, She would return them, when ibt had. 

You, my dear, have feen all the Letters that pafled 
between Mr. Lovelace and me, till my laft return from 
you* You have adttoowlrged, that he has nothing tcr 
boaft of from them- Three others I have received 
fince, by the private conveyance / told you of: The 
\aA I have not yet anfwered. 

In thefe three, as in thofe you have feen, after ha- 
ving befought my favour,and,in the moft earneft man* 
ner, profefled the ardour of his paffion for me ; and 
fet forth the indignities done him ; the defiances my- 
Brother throws out againil him in all companies; the 
menaces, and hoflile appearance of my Uncles where- 
ever they go ; and the methods they take to defame 
hdm ; he declares, ' That neither his own honour, nor 
*" the honour of his iamiiy (involved as that is ill the 
* uadiftinguiihing re&dtions call upon him for an un- 
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happy aflfair which he would hare (hunoed, but coold 
not) permit him to bear thefe confirmed indignities: 
That as my inclinations^, if not favourable to hitftf 
cannot be, nor are, to Inch a man as the newly-in- 
troduced SolmeSy he is interefted the more to refent 
my Brother's behaviour i who to every-body avows 
his rancour and malice ; and glories in the probabi- 
lity he has, thro' the addrefs of this Solmes, of mor- 
tifying miy and avenging himfelf on him : That it is 
impoffible, he fhould not think himfelf concerned to 
fruftrate a meafurefo directly levelled at him, had he 
not a Hill higher motive for hoping to fruftrate it : 
That I muft forgive him, if he enter into conference 
with Solmes upon it. He earneftly infifts (upon 
what he has fo ohen propofed) That 1 will give him 
leave, in company with Lord M. to wait upon my 
Unciesy and even upon my.Eather^^Andhepromiics 
patience, if new provocations, abfolutely beneath a 
man to bear, be not given :' Which by the way I 

am far from being able to engage for • 
In my Anfwer, 1 abfolutely declare, as I tell him I 

have often done, 'That he i& to cxpeA no favour. 

< from me,, againft the approbation of my- friends r 

* That I am fure their confents for his vifiting any of 

* them will never be obtained : That I will not be 

< either fo undutiful, or fo indiicreet, as to fuffer m^ 

* interefts to be feparated from the interefts of my 

* family, for any man upon earth : That I do not 
^ think myfelf obliged to him for the forbearance I 
' dcfire one flaming fpirit to have with others : ^ That 
^ in this deiire I re<iuirc nothing of him, but what 

* Prudence. Juftice, and the Laws of his Country re* 
^ quire : That if he has any expectations of favour 
^ h*om me,, on that account, he deceives himfitlf -t 

* That I have no inclination, as. 1 have often told 
' him, to change my condition \ That I cannot al- 
^. low myfelf to correspond with him amy longer in 
^ Uus*filaadeiliuc,manAi;r : U b mciay l^Hi^.\)^w^>daA!^ 
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fiil^ I tell him ; and has a giddy appearance, which 
caaaot be excufcd : That therefore he is not co ex- 
pert that I will continue it.' 

To this, in his laft, among other things, he replies, 
That if 1 am afiually determined to break off afl 
correfpondence with him, he muft conclnde* that 
it is with a view to become tbe AVifeof a man, whom 
no woman of honour and fortune can think tolera- 
ble. And in that cafe, I muft ezcufe him for fay* 
insy that he (hail neither be ablcto bear the thoughts 
of loiiog for ever a perfon in whom all his prefent 
and ail his future hopes are centered ; nor fupport 
himfelf with patience under the infolent triumphs of 
my Brother upon it. But that neverthelefs he will 
not threaten either his own lifie,.or that of any other 
man. He muft take his refolutions as fuch a dreaded 
event ftiail impel Um, at the time. If he fhall know 
that it will have my confent, he muft endeavour to 
refigo CO his deftiny : But if it be brought about by 
compulfion, he (hall not be able to anlWer for the 
confequence.' ■ 
I will fend you thefe Letters for your perufal in a 
fiew days. I would inclofe them ; but that it is pof-^ 
fible fomething may happen, which may make my 
Mother require to re*-peruie them.— -When you fee 
them, you will obferve how he endeavours to hold 
sue to this correfpondence. 

In about an hour my Mother returned. Take your 
Letters, Clary : I have nothing, ftie was pleafed to fay, 
to ux your difcretion with, as to the wording of yourt. 
to him I You have even kept up a proper dignity, as 
well as obferved all the rules or decorum ; and you 
nave refcn ted, as you ought to rcfent, his menacing 
invcetives. In a word, 1 fee not, that he ^an form 
that ^*l>c^ations from what you have written. 

But d^^ ^*^' encourage the paftion he avows for you.. 
«ocs hc.not avow bis paffion ? Have you the Icaft 

d^ubt 
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doubt about what muft be the iflbe of this correipond- 
encey if continued ? And do jou yourfelLthink* wheA 
you know the avowed hatred of one fide, and the de« 
clarcd defiances of the other, that this can he, that it 
mght to be a match ? 

By no means it can. Madam ; 70U will be pleaied 
to obferve, that I have faid as muc b to him. But noWj 
Madam, that the whole correfpondence is before you, 
I beg your commands what to do in a fituation fo ve- 
ry dsfagreeable. 

One thing I will tell you. Clary — ^But I charge 
you 9 as you would not have me queftion the genero*' 
fity of your fpirit, to take no advantage of it, either 
mentmUy or verbally ; that I am fo much pleafed witb 
the offer of your keys to me, made in fo chearful and 
onreferved a manner, and in the prudence you have 
(hewn in your letters, that were it practicable to 
bring every one, or your Father only^ into my ofu- 
nion, I (hould readily leave all the reft to your difcre* 
tion, referving only to myfelf the direction or appro* 
hation of your future Letters ; and xm fee, that yoa^ 
broke off the correfpondence fo foon as poffible. att 
as it is not, and as I know your Father would have 
no patience with you, (hould it be acknowledged that- 
you correfpond with Mr. Lovelace, or that you hav^ 
correfponded with him fince the time he prohibited 
you fo to do ;I forbid you to continue fuch a liberty-— 
Yet, as the cafe is difficult, let me a(k you, Wliat 
you yourfelf can propofe ? Tour heart, you fay, W 
fru : Tou own, that you cannot think* as matters are 
circumftanced, that a match with a man fo obnoxious 
as he now is to us all, is proper to be thought of : 
What do you propofe to do ?<— -What, Claury^ are 
your own thoughts of the matter ? 

Without hefitation thus I anfwered-— What I hum* 
Uy propofe is this : — * That I will write to Mr. 
* Lovelace (for I have not anfwered his laft) tiiat he' 
^ has nothing to do between my latkct uAi'Mas^v 
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' Thtt I neither ajk his advice, nor mti it : But that 

* fince he thinks he has fome pretence for interfering, 

* becaufe of my Brother's avowal of the intereft of 
' Mr. Solroes in difpleafure to him, I will aflure him 
' (without giving him any reafon to inpute the aflu* 

* ranee to ^ in the leaft favourable to himfelf ) that I 

* never will be that man's,' And if, proceeded I, I 
inay be permitted to give him this afllirance; and Mr^ 
Solmes, in confequence of it^ be difcouraged from 
profecuting his addrefs ; let Mr. Lovelace be fadsfied 
or diflatisfied, I will go no farther; nor write another 
line to him ; nor ever fee him more, if I can avoid it: 
And I ihall have a good ezcufe for it, without bring- 
ing in any of my family. 

Ah ! mv Love I — But what (hall we do about the 
Terms Mr Solmes offisrs \ Thofe are the inducements 
with every-body. He has even given hopes to your 
Brother that he will make exchanges 6f Eftates; or at 
kaftj that he will purchafe the Northern one ; for 
you know it mofi be entirely confiftent with the fa- 
mily-views, that we encreafe our intereft in this 
County. Your Brother, in fiion, has given in a plan 
that captivates us aU : And a family io rich in all its 
branches, and that has it its views to honour, muft be 
plcafed to fee a very great probability of uking rank 
#ne day among the principal in the kingdom. 

And for the fake of theie views, for the fake of this 
plan of my Brother's, am I, Madam, to be given io 
Marriage to a Man I never can endure ! — O my dear 
Mamma, fave me, iave me, if you can, from thia 
heavy evil I — I bad rather be buried alive, indeed I 
had, than have that man ! 

She chid me for my vehemence ; but was fo good ai 
to tell me, That fhc would found my Uncle Harlowe, 
who was then below ; and if he encouraged her (or 
would engage to fccond her) (he would venture to 
talk to my Father heifclf ; and 1 ihoold hear further 
in the morning. 

She 
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She went down to Tea, and kindly undertook to 
cxcufe mj attendance at fuppcr. 

But is it not a fad thing, I repeat, to be obliged to 
ftand in oppofition to ^he will of fuch a mother? Why, 
as I often lay to myfdf, was fuch a man as this Solmes 
fixed upon ? llie only man in the world, furely, that 
could offer fo much, and deferve fo little -l 

Little indeed does he dcfervc !— Why, my dcar^ 
the man has the moft indifferent of charadters. Every 
mouth is opened againft him for his fordid ways— A 
fooli/h man, to be fo bafe-minded ! — When the dif- 
ference between the obtaining of a fame for generofity^ 
and incurring the cenfure of being a mifer, will not^ 
prudently managed, coft Fifty pounds a year. 

"W hat a name have You got, at a lefs expence I 
And what an opportunity had he of obtaining credit 
at a very fmall one, fuceeding fuch a wretched crea- 
ture as Sir Oliver, in fortunes fo vaft ? — Yet has he fo 
behaved, that the common phrafe is applied to htm, 
Tihat Sir Oliver will never be dead while Mr. Solmes 
Aves* 

The world, as I have often thought, ill-natured as 
it is faid to be, is generally more juft in charaAers 
(fpeaking by what it/eels) tban is ufually apprehend-*- 
cd : And thofe who complain moft of its cenforiouf- 
iieis» perhaps (houid look inwardly for the occafioa 
ofteoer than they do. 

My heart is a little at eafe, on the hopes that my 
Mother will be able to procure favour for me, and a 
deliverance from this man ; and fo I have leifure to 
moralize. But if I had not^ I fhould not iorbear to 
intermingle occafionallythefe fort of remarks, becaufe 
you command me never to omit them when they oc- 
cur to my mind : And not to be able to make them, 
even in a more affecting fituation, when one iits down 
to write, would (hew one's felf more engaged to /elf, 
and to one's own concerns, than attentive to the wifhes 
of a fricud* If it be faid^ that it is natural fo xa V^v 



1 
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what makes that nature^ on occafions where t friend 
may be obliged, or reminded of a piece of inftruAion. 
which (writing down) one's fclf may be the better for, 
but 2i fault \ which it would fet a perfon above nature 
to fubdue ? 

LETTER XVriL 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowb, To Mifs Howe. 

Sat. Mar. 24. 
TT70ULD you not have thought that fomething 
^ might have been obtained in my favour, from 
an offer lb rcaibnable, from an expedient fo proper, as 
I imagine, to put a tolerable end, ^zfrom myfelfy to a 
correfpondence I hardly know how otherwife^ with 
fafety to fome of my family, too get rid of \ — But my 
Brother's plan (which my Mother fpoke of^ and of 
which I have in vain endeavoured to procure a copy, 
with a defign to take it to pieces, and expofe it, as I 
queftion not there is room to do) joined with my Fa* 
ther*s impatience of contradiAion, are irrefiflible. 

I have not been in bed all night ; nor am I in the 
leaft drowfy. £zpe£bition, and hope, and doubt (an 
uneafy flate !) kept me fufficieotly wakeful. I ftept 
down at my ufual tiroe^ that it might not be known 
I had not been in bed ; and gave direftions in the fa- 
mily-way. 

About eight o'clock Shorey came to me from 
Mother with orders to attend her in her chamber. 

My Mother had been weeping, I faw by her qfes ; 
But her afpeA feemed to be lefs tender, and leis af- 
feftionate, than the day before; and this, as foon asi 
entered into her prefence, ftruck me with an awe^ 
which gave a great damp to my fpirits. 

Sit down, Clary Harlowe ; I fhall talk to you by- 
and-by : And continued looking into a drawer among 
Laces and Linen, in a way neither bufy nor nnbufy. 
I belie jc it was a qaartcr of an hour before fbc ijpoke 
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to me (my heart throbbing with the fufpenfe all the 
time); and then Ihe alked me coldly, What dircftions 
I bad given for the day? 

I ttxcwtd her the Bill of fare for this day, and to- 
morrow, if, I faid, it pleafed her to approve of it. 

She made a fonall alteratioa in it ; but with an air 
fo cold and fo folemn* as added to my emotions. 

Mr. Harlowe talks of dining out to-day, I thiakf 
at my Brother Antony's. — 

Mr. Harlowe 1 — Not my Father i — ^Havc I not then 
a Father I — thought I ? 

Sit down when I bid you* 

I fat down. 

You look very fuUen, Clary. 

I hope not, Madam. 

If children would always be children— parents— 
And there ihe ftopt. 

She then went to her toilette, and lookedin the glafst 
and gave half a figh — The other half, as if (he would 
not have fighed could (he have helped it, (he gently 
hcm'd away. 

I don't love to fee the girl look fo fuUen. 

Indeed, Madam, I am not fullen.— -And I aroft, 
and, turning from her, drew out my handkerchief ; 
for the tears ran down my eheeks. 

I thought, by the glafs before me, I faw the Motier 
in her foftened eye caft towards me : But h^r words 
confirmed not the hoped-for tendernefs. 

One of the moft provoking things in the world is^ 
to have people cry for what they can help I 

I wilh to heaven i could. Madam ! — And I lobbed 
again. 

Tears of penitence and fobs of pervenenefs are 
niigUy well liiited I — You may go up to your cham- 
ber* I fhall talk with you by-and-by, 

I courtefied with reverence. 

Mock me not with outffftrd geftorct q{ ttiC^^. 
Tkc 4ieart, Clary, i9 what I want. 

Vol, L G \vAfc^^% 
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Indeed, Madani, you haTc it. It is noufomuch 
mine as my Mamma's ! 

Fine talking ! — As fomebody (ayt. If words were 
to pafs for duty, Chrifia Harlowe would be the duti- 
fiillefl child breathing. 

God blefs that fomebody ! — Be it whom it will, 
God blefs that fomebody . — And I courteiied» and, 
purfuant to her laft command, was gomg. 

She feeraed ftruck ; but was to be angry with me. 

So turning from me, fhe fpoke with quicknefs| 
Whither now, Clary Harlowe I 

You commanded me, Madam, to go to my cham- 
ber. 

1 fee you are very ready to go out of my prefeoce. — 
Is your compliance the cfit A of fullenneis, or obe* 
tUence ?— You are Very ready to leave mc. 

I could hold no fenger ; but threw myfelf at her 

' feet : O my deareft'Mamma ! Let me know all I am 

to fuflfer: Let me know what I am to be ! — I wiV/bear 

if, if I can bear it : But your difpleafure I cannot 

bear ! 

Leave me, leave me, Clary Harlowe ! — No kneel* 
ing I — Limbs fo iupple ; Will fo ftubborn I — Rife, I 
teU you. 

I cannot rife ! I will difobey my Mamma, when 

(tit bids me leave her without being reconciled to mei 

NofulIcns,myMamma: No perverfenefs: But, wor(e 

than ei.hcr : This is direA drfobedience ! — Yet tear 

not yourfelf from me ! [trapping my arms aboui her 

as I kneeled ; (he firuggling to get from me; my face 

lifted up to hers, with eyes running over» that fpokc 

not my hcan if they were not all humility and reve- 

t«occ] Tou muft not, muft not^ tear yourfelf from 

< mi [for ftill the dear Lady ftru(>gled, and looked this 

Ibjpiqf and thai, in a fweet difordcr, as if (he knew not 

Pwiat to do.] — I will nchher rife^ nor leave you^ nor 

bictJRm jgc^ till you fa^f you are not angry with me. 

iik^ O ri^OD cvcr*moTing chM o€ m^ heart I [Idldiog 
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her dear arms about mj neck, as mine embraced her 
kneesj Why was this talk — But leave me ! — You 
have difconapofed me beyond expreilion ! Leave me» 
my dear ! — I won't be angry wi;h you— if I can 
help it — if you'll be good. 

I arofe trembling, and hardly knowing what I did, 
or how I flood or walked, withdrew to my chamber^ 
My Hannah followed me as foon as Hie heard me quit 
my Mother's prtfence,and with falts and fpring-water 
juft kept me from fainting ; and that was as much as 
(he could do. It was near two hours be fore I could fo 
far recover myfelf as to tiike up my pen, to write to 
you how unhappily my hopes have ended. 

My mother went down to breakfaft, I was not fit 
to appear : But if 1 had been better, I fuppofe I /hould 
not have been fent for ; fince the permifiion for (&y 
attending her down was given by my Father (when in 
my chamber) only on codduion that (he found me 
7v§rthy of the name of Daughter. That, I doubt, I 
never (hall be in his opinion, if he be not brought to 
change his mind as to this Mr. Solmes. 

LETTER. XIX. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Hows. 

£/« anfwir i9 Letter XV.] 

Sat. March 4.. 12 o'clock. 

HANNAH has juft now brought me from the 
uf aal place your favour of yefterday. The con- 
vJICQtSiOf 11 hav«i cqad^ me very thoughtful \ and you 
o J«ili. b^vc an anfwer in my graveft ftyle. / to have 
.>.i.4b#t Mc« Solmes 1 — No indeed i — ^I will fooner— But 
^./tffiU write 'firft to thofe paflages in your Letter which 
.'. REC kfs conctroing, \h^\ I may touch upon this part 
, wiih more patience. 

A% to what you mention of my Sifter's value for Mv« 
Lovclacci I am not veiy much {uT^ufeii ^\ v\, ^^cv^^ 
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takes fuch cffickus pain?, and it is fo much her fub- 
jcA, to have it thought that fhe never did^ and never 
€§uld like him, that (he gives but too much room to 
Aifpeft that ihe does. She never telk the ftory of 
their parting, and of herrefufalof him, but her colour 
rifes, fhe looks with difdain upon me, and mingles 
anger with the airs fhe gives herfelf : — Anger as well 
as Airs, demoaftratiog, that fhe refufed a man whom 
fhe thought worth accepting : Where elfe is the rea- 
fon either for anger or boafb ? — Poor Bella ! She is 
to bo pitied — She cannot either like or diflikc with 
temper ! — Would to heaven fhe had been miflrefs of 
all her wifties ! — Would to heaven fhe had ! 

As to what you fay of my giving up to my Father's 
controul the eflate devifed me, my motives at the 
time, as you acknowledge, were not blameable. Tour 
advice to me on the iitbj^dl was grounded, as I re? 
member, on your good opinion of me ; believing tKat 
I fliould not. make a bad uTe of the power willed me; 
Neither you nor I, my dear, altho' you now aflbme 
the air of a diviner [Pardon mej could have believed 
That would have happened which has happened, as 
to my Fathcr^s part particularly. You were indeed 
jealous of my Brother's views againft me ; or rather 
of his predominant Love of himfelf\ but 1 did not 
think fo hardly of my Brother and Siiier as you always 
did. You never lovtd them ; and Ill-will haseyescver 
open to the faulty fide ; as Good-will or Love is blind 
even to real imperfeAions. I willbricflly recoUeft my 
motives. 

I found Jealoufies and Uneafintfs riCng in every 
breafl, where all before was Unhy and Love : The 
honoured Tcflaior was reflected upon : A fecond 
childhood was attributed to him; and I was cenfared, 
^s having taken advantage of it. Ail young creaturesi 
thought I, more or Ids, covet independency ; boi 
thofc who wifti moft for it, are feldom the fittefl to 
^^ (rulled either with ihc goNttnmcnt of tbemfelves. 
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ith power over others. This is certainly a Tcry 
. and unufual devife to fo young a creature. We 
Id not aim at all we have power to do. To take 
hat good-nature, or indulgence, or good opinion 
'ers, (hews a want of moderation, and a grafping- 
that is unworthy of that indulgence ; and are bad 
cations of the u/e that may be made of the power 
leached. It is true, thought I, that I have formed 
eable fchemes of making others as happy as my* 

by the proper difcharge of the Siewardihip en-* 
ted to me [^/4re net all efiates Steward/bipSf my 

^]« But let me examine myfelf : Is not Vani^ 
scret Luve of pratfe, a principal motive with me 
be bouom ?— Ought I not to fufpeA my own 
:t I If I fct up for myftlfy puffed up with every 
s good opinion, may 1 not be left to myfelf ?— 
ry one's eyes are upon the conduA, upon the 
i, upon the vjfitors^ of a young creature of our 
, made independent : And are not fuch fubj<£ted 
« than any others, to the attempts of Enterpriiei^ 

Fortunc-leekcrs ^ — And then, left to myfelf, 
ski 1 take a wrong ftep, tho' with ever fo good «n 
ntion, how many Should I have to triumph over 

how few to pity me I— The more of the one^ 
the fewer of the other, for havjog aimed at ex> 

*htfe were (bme of my reflexions at the time ^ 
II have no doubt, but that in the fame fituation i 
lid do the very fame thing ; and that upon the 
ureft deliberation. Who can command or forefce 
Its ? To a6t up to our beft judgments at the time, 
I we can do. If I have erred, 'tis to worldly wif- ' 
I only that I have erred. If we fuller by an wSt 
Juty, or even by an aft of generoiSty, is it not 
furable dn refleftion, ihat the fault is la others^ 
ler than in ourfelves f— I had much rather hate - 
on to think others unkind, than that thej^ fltould. 
6 any to think me undutituU 

G 3 Kx^.^ 
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And foy my dear, I am furc had you. 

And now for the moft concerning part of your 
X«ettcr. 

You chink I mud of necc/Iity, as matters are cir- 
cumdanced, be Solmes's Wife. I will not be very 
ra(h, my dear, in proteAing to the contrary : But I 
think it never can, and, what b ftill more, never 
•Uf^ht to be ! — My temper, I know, is depended upon. 
But 1 have heretofore faid {a)y that I have fomething 
in me of my Father's family, as well as of my Mo- 
ther's. And have I any encouragement to follow too 
implicity the example which my Mother fets of 
meckneis, and reGgnedacfs to the wills of others ? Is 
ihe net for ever obliged (as (he was pleafed to hint to 
me) to be of the forttAring fide ? In my Mother's 
cife, your obfcrvation I muft own is verified, that 
thofe who will bear much, ihall have much to bear(i}. 
W hat is it. as ihe fays, that,^ has not facrificed to 
peace I — Yet, has /tv by ker facrifices always found 
the peace (he has defer .ed. to find ! Indeed No ! 
— I am afraid the very contrary. And often and 
often have I had reafin (on her account) to refleA, 
that we poor mortals, by our n;^r-folicitude to prc- 
fcrve undiAuibed the qualicies we are oMfiitutionalfy 
fond of, frequently lof<r the benefits we propoie to 
our ft Ives from them : Since the defigning aod cq- 
croaching (finding out what we moft fur to forfeit} 
dircA their batteries againll thefe our weaker placet, 
and, making an artillery (if I may fo pbnf;: it) of (Nir 
At/tfi aod/V«2Af , play it upon us at their plealure. 

SUuJine/s cf mind ^a quaUty which the ill-bred 

sad cenforious deny to any of our Sex) when we are 

abiolutely coovioced of being in the right QOtlicrvil'c 

aftknot ^ioittefif but G^jiiniuy) azidwhcn it isex- 

ytft ii in miaUnaL caK:s, is a quality, whkk, as my 

■MASr* Lffwea was wont to lay, brings gremt csctfic 

PP^^Ioleflbr of it; at the iamc time that xaiifulty, 

l^J Sec I.ctKr ta p» !•» s<« {Jf) F. si* 

■^ whea 
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v^cti trUd and known^ raifes fuch aboTC the attempts 
of the meanly machinating. He uled therefore to 
inculcate upon me this fleadinefs, upon laudable con- 
▼iAions« And why may I not think that I am now 
put upon a proper exercife of it ? 

I faid aboTe» chat 1 never can be, that I ncTcr 
might to be, Mrs. Solmes. — I repeat, that I ought 
not : For furely, my dear, I fhould not give up to 
my Brother's ambition the happinefs of my future 
life. Surely I ought not to be the ioftrumeDt of 
depriving Mr. Solmes's Relations of their natural 
rights and reverfiooai7 proipef^s, for the fake of fur- 
ther aggrandizing a family (altbo* that I am of) which 
already lives in great alHuence and fplendor; and 
'Vrhich might be as juftly diflatisfied, were all that 
ibme of it aim at, to 1>e obtaiaed> that they were not 
Princes, as now they are, that they are not Peers [;For 
ivhen ever was an ambitious mind, asyou obferve in 
the cafe of avarice (a), fatisfied by acquificioo ? J 
The lefsy furely, ought I to give into thefe gralplng 
iriews of my Brother, as I myfelf heartily defpife the 
end aimed. at ; as I wifh not either to change my 
State, or better my Fortunes ; and as I am fully per- 
fuaded that Happinefs and Biches are two. things, 
and very feldom meet together.. 

Tet I dread, I exceedingly dread, the conflifls I 
know I muft encounter with. It is poiHblc, (hat 
If oaay be more unhappy from the due obfervation of 
the good Doftor's general precept, than were I to 
yield the point ; fince what I call Steadinefs is deemsd 
^ftiibbomefs, obftinacy, prepofleffion, by thofe who 
ha^c a right to put what interpretation they pleafe 
/vpon mj condu^ 

- . So, my dear, were we perfeft (which no one can 
fcc) we could not be happy in this life, unlcfs thofc 
jKhh whom we have to deal (thofe more efpccially 
^ho haTe any controul upon us) were governed bv 

9 (<>). 8ccJLettcxx.p. IS* 
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the fame priQciples- But then does not the good 
Doctor's coaclufion recur, — ^That we have nothing 
to do, but to chufe what is right ; to be fteady in che 
purfuit of it; and to leave the ilfuc to Providence i 

This, if you approve of my motives (and if you 
don*r, pray inform me) muft bc my aim in the pre- 
fer t cafe. 

But what then can I plead for a palliation \omyfelf 
of my Mother's fufferingson my account? Perhaps 
This confideration will carry fome force wkh ic-^ 
That her dijBiculties cannot laA long ; only till this 
great ftruggle (hall be one way or other determined-^ 
Whereas my linhappincfs, if I comply, will (from an. 
averfioii not to be overcome) be for life. To which 
let me add. That as I have reafon to think that the 
prcfent meaiures are not entered upon with her owa 
natural liking, fhe will have the lefs pain, (hould they 
want the fuccefs which I think in my heart tSdey ought 
to want. 

I have run a great length in a very little time. The 
fubjeA touched me to the quick* My refle£tfoiis upoa 
It will give you reafon to .exped from me a perhaps 
too f^eady behaviour in a new conference, which, I 
find, I rouft have with my Mother. My Father and 
Brother, as ihe was pleaied to tell me, dine at my 
Uncle Antony's ; and that, as 1 have reafon ta be* 
lieve, on purpofe to give an opportunity for it, 

Hannah informs me, that (he heard my Father 
liigh and angry with my Mother, at taking leave of 
her : 1 (iippofi; for being too favourable to me ; for 
Hannah heard her fay, as in tears, < Indeed, Mr« 
' Harlowe, you greatly diflrefs me t— The poor girl 
• does not deferve — * Hann^ih heard no more, but 
that be fiid, he would break famcbody'fc heart— ^Miue, 
I fuppofe — Not my Mother's, I hope. 

As only my Sifter dines with my Mother, I thought 

I (hould have been commanded down : But &e feoC 

me vp a plsLic from her table. I continued my wri« 
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ting. I could not touch a morfcl. I ordered Han 
nah however to cat of it, that I might not be thought 
fullen. 

Before I conclude this, I will fee whether any-thing 
offers from either of my private correfpondencies* that 
will make ic proper to add to it ; and will take a tura 
in the wood-yard and garden for that purpofe. 

1 AM (lopped. Hannah (hall depofit this. She was 
ordered by my Mother (who afked where I was) to 
tell mcy that ihe would come up and talk with me in 
mj own clofet.-*-She is coming ! Adieu, my dear. 

LETTER XX. 

. . fifi/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifi Howe. 

Sat. AftetMon. 
•T H E tx^Oiti. conference is over : But my diffi- 
•■" culties arc encreafed* This, as my Mother was 
pleafed to tell me, being the laft perfuajory cfFort that 
is to be attempted, I will be as particular in the ac- 
count of it as my head and my heart will allow me to 

'"bCr 

I have made, faid (he, as (he entered my room, a 
Ji»rt as well as early dinner, on purpofe to confer 
with you t And I do aiTure you, chat it will be the 
laft conference J (hall either be permitted or ,tnclineJ 
•to hold with youjon the fubjeA, if you (hould prove 
as refraAory as it is imagined you will prove by (bme, 
if ho are ot opinion, that I have not the wdight with 
you which my indulgence defervcs. But I hope you 
*wiU convince as well them as me of the contrary. 

Tour Father both dines and fups at your Uncle's, 

•On ptirpofe to give us this opportunity; and according 

-io the report I (hall make on his return (which I have 

promifed (hall be a very faithful one) he will take his 

Hk^fures with you# 

I was offering to (peak— ^Hear, Clmff^^) \i\i^x ^. 

G 5 Vvi^ 
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have to tell jou, faid (hej before you fpeak, unlcfs 
vrhat 70U have to fay will (ignify to me your com- 
pliance — Say— ^7/ it ?— If it wiV/, you may fpeak. 

I was filent. 

She looked with concern and anger upon me — Ho 
compliance, I find l-^^Such a dutiful young creature 
hitherto ! — Will you not, can you notj fpeak as I 
would have you fpeal^?'— Then [rejeAing me as it 
were with h^r hand] continue filent. — /, no more 
than your Fathety will bear your avowed contradic- 
tion. 

She paufed^ with a look of espe£tation; as if (he 
waited for my confenting anfwer. 

I was (till filent ; looking down ; the tears in my 
eyes, 

thou determined girl ! — But fay-rSpeak out — 
Are you refolved to ftaod in oppofition to us all, in a 
point our hearts are fet upon ? 

May I, Madam, be permitted to expoftulate ? — 
To. what purpofe ezpoftulate with nu^ CIarifi!a ? 
Tour Father is determined. Have i not told you 
there is no receding ; that the honour as well as the 
intereft of the family is concerned ? Be ingenuous : 
Ton ufed to be fo, even occafionally againft yourfeif ; 
— Who at the long-run mufi fubmit — all of us to 
you: Qv you to all o£ us i — ^Ifyou intend to yield at 
lafi if you find you cannot conquer, yield now, and 
with a grace— *for yield you muft, or be none of our 
child. 

1 wept. I knew not what to fay ; or rather how 
to expefs what I had to fay. 

Take notice, that there are flaws in your Grand- 
father's Will : Not a {hilling of that Eftate will be 
yours, if you do not yield. Your Grandfather left 
it to you, as a reward of your duty to him and to itf 
— You vf'iUjufiiy forfeit it, if — 

Permit me, good Madam, to fay, that, if it "were 
vnjufily bequeathed me, I ought not to wi(b to bave 
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it. Bat I hope Mr. Solmcs willi>e apprifed of tbefe 
flaws. 

This IS very pcrdy faid, ClariflTa : But rcflcft, that 
the forfeiture of that Eftate thro' your oppoiition will 
be attended with the total lofs of your Father's fa- 
vour : And then how deftitute mud you be ; how. 
uni hie to fupport yourfelf ; and how many benevolent - 
deiigns and good aAions muft you give up ! 

I muft accommodate myfelf, Madam, io the latter 
cafe/ to my circumftances : Much only is required^' 
where much is given. It becomes me to be thankful 
for what' I have had. liiave reafoo to blefs You/ 
Madam, and my good Mrs* Norton, folr bringing me 
up to be faiisfied with little ; with much lefs, I will 
venture to fay, than my Father's indulgence annually 
confers upon me. — And then I thought of 'th'e old 
Roman and his Lentils. 

What perveifcnefs I faid my Father .-^But if you : 
. depend upon the favour of either or both your Un- • 
des, vain will be that dependence: They will give you 
upj I do afTure you, if your Father does, and abfo- - 
lutely renounce you. 

lam forry. Madam, that I have had fo little. merit 
as to have made no deeper impreffions of faVour for" 
me in their hearts : But I will love and honour them .. 
as long as I live. 

^11 this| Clarifla, makes your prepofleffibn in a 
certain man*s favour the more evident. Indeed your 
Brother and Sifter cannot go any-whither, but tiicy 
hear. of thefe propoileffions. 

It is a great grief to me. Madam, to be made the 
fttbjed of the public talk ; But i hope you will have 
thegoodnefstoexcufe mefor*obfeiving, that the au- 
thors of my difgrace within doors, the talkers of my 
prepoflefiion whhour, and. the reporters of it from » 
abroad, are originally the fame pcifOns. 
> She feverely chid me for this. 
I feccived bei^ijrebukcs in fileoce. 

G 6 - ^o^ 
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Tou arc fulfen, Clarifla : I fee you arc fuH^n.^^ 

And (he walked about the room ia anger. Theoi 
turning to me — You can bear the imputation of ful- 
lennefslfee! — ^You have no concern to clear you r- 
iclf of it. I was afraid 'of telling you all I was en- 
joined to tell you> in cafe you were to be unperfuade- 
able : But I find that I had a greater opinion of your 
delicacy, of your gendenefs, than I needed to have- 
It cannot dilcompofe fo fteady, fo inflexible a young 
creature, to be told» as I now tell you, that the Set- 
tlements are aAually drawn ; and that you will be 
called down in a very few days to hear them read^ 
and to fign them : For it i$ impoffible, if your heait 
be free, that you can make the lead objedlion to 
thcpi ; except it will be au objeC'lion with you, that 
they are fo much in your favour, and in the favout 
of aU our family. 

I was Ipeechlefs, abfolutely fpeechlefs. Altho* my 
heart was ready to burft, yet could I neither weep noir 
(peak, 

I am forry, faid flie, for your averftnefs to this 
match {^Match (he was pleafed to call it !] : But 
there is no help. The honour and intereft of the fa- 
mily, as your Aunt has told you, and as I have told 
you, are concerned ; and you muft comply. 

I ^as ftill fpeechlefs. 

She folded thca/jrm Statue, as fhe was pleafed ta 
call me, in her arms ; and entreated me, for Heav*n^ 
ftke, and forher (ake, to comply. 

Speech and Tears were lent me at the fam6 time. — 
Tou have giten me Life, Madam, faid I, dafping 
my uplifted hands together, and falling on one knee ; 
a happy one, till now, has your goodnefs, and my 
Papas, made ii ! O do not, do not, make all the 
remainder of it miferable ! 

Your Father, replied flie, is rcfolved ndt to fee 

you, till he fees you as obedient a child as you lifed 

lo be. You iiave never been put ^Vo a teft illl "hbw, 

ttxac 
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Aat dcfervcd to be called a tcft. This ix, This mufl 
bCf my laft effort viiih you. Give me hopCj my dear 
child : My peace is concerned : I will compound with 
you but for hope : And yet your Father will not be 
iatisfied without an implicit, and even a chearful obe- 
dience — Give me but hope, my child ! 

To give you hopf , my deareft, my mod indulgent 
Mamma, is to give you everything. Can i be ho- 
nefty if I give a hope that I cannot confirm ? 

She was very angry. She again called me pcrvcrfc : 
She upbraided me with regarding only my own pre- 
pofleffions, and reipedting not either her peace of 
mindy or my own duty : — * It is a grating thing, f .id 

* fhe, for the parents of a child, who delighted in her 
^ in all the time of her he^plefs infancy, and through- 
' out every flage of her childhood ; and in every part 

* of her education to womanhood, becaufe of the pro- 

* mifes &e gave of proving the moA grateful and 
< dutiful of children ; to find, juft when the time 

* arrived which fliould crown their wifhes, that child 
' ftand in the way of her own happinefs, and her 

* parents comfort ; and, refufing an excellent offer, 
*• and noble fettlements, give fufpicions to her anxious 
' friends, that fhe would become the property of a 
' vile Rake and Libertine, who (be the occafion what 
' it will) defies her family, and has actually embrued 
^ fais hands in her Brother's blood. 

' I have had a very hard time of it> faid {he, be- 

* tween your Father and you ; for, feeling your dif- 
^ like, I have more than once pleaded far you ; But 

* all to no purpofe. I am only created as a too fond 

* Mother, whi-, from motives of a blameable in- 

* dulgence, encourage a child to (land in oppofition 
** to a Father's will. % am charged with dividing 
^ the faaiily into two parts; I aud my youngcft 
'' Daughter ftanding agatofl myHufband^ his two 

'"Brothers, my Son, my cldeft Daughter, and my 

* Sifter Hcrvey. I have bcca AoW^ \.\i%x \mviSx\i^ 
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* convinced of the fitnefs as well as advantage to the 

* whole (youv Brother and Mr, Lovelace out of the 
' queftion) oiF carrying the contra^ with Mr. Solmes, 

* on which fo many contracts depend, into execu- 

* tioo. 

* Your Father's heart, I tell you once more, is 

* in it : He has declared, that he had rather have no 
^ Daughter in you, than one he cannot difpofe of for 
' your own good : Efpecially as you have owned, 

* that your heart is free \ aod aS the general good of 

* his whole family is to be promoted by your obe- 
f dience. He has pleaded, poor man ! that his fre-' 

* quent gouty paroxyfms (every Fit more threatening 

* than the former) give him no extraordinary pro- 
' fpeftsy either of worldly happincfs, or of long 

* days: And he hopes, that you, who have been 
^ fuppofed to hdve contributed to the lengthoning of 
^ your Grandfathers life, will not, by your dtA>be- 

* dience^ (horten your Fathers* 

This, was a moft affcfting plea, my dear. I vinepc 
in filtnce upon it, I could not fpcak to it. And my 
Mother proceeded : * What therefore can be his mo^ 
tives. Clary Harlowe, in the earneir dedre he has 
to fee this treaty perfe^ed, but the welfare and ag- 
grandizement of hib Family \ which already having 
, fortunes to become the hlgheil condition, cannot 
but aipire to grcc^ter diflio^Uons I However flight 
fuch views as thefe may appear to you, Clary^ yoti 
know, that they are not flight ones to any other of 
the family : And your Father will be his owp judg^ 
of what is and what is not likdy to promote the 
good of his chiidren. Your abflraitedoeis,. child^ 
(Affe6lation of abilraftednefs, fome call it) favovrs, 
let me tell you, of greater particularity, than what 
we aim to carry. Modcfty and Humility therefore 
will oblige you rather to miftruft yourfelf of /^^rii/ziX'- 
n'y, than ceefurc views which all the' world pyr« 
fucs^ as opportunity offijrs,* 

6 I was 
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I was ftill filent ; and (he proceeded — * It is owing 

* to the good opinion, Clary, which your Father has 

* o£ you, and of your prudence, duty, and grati* 

* tude, that he engaged for your compliance, in your 
« abfence (before you returned from Mil's Howe) ; 

* and that he built and finiihed contracts upon it, 

* which cannot be made void, or cancelled.' 

But why then, thought I, did they receive me, on 
my return from Mifs Howe, with fo much intimi- 
dating folemnity ?— To be fare, my dear, this argu- 
ment, as well as the reft, was obtruded upon my 
Mother. 

She went on, ' Your Father has declared, that 
your unexpedled oppofition (Unexpe^ed fhc was 
pleafed to call it) and Mr. Lovelace's continued 
menaces and infuhs, more and more convince him, 
that a (hort day is neceflary in order to put an end 
to all that man's hopes, and to his own apprehen- 
fions refulting from the difobedience of a child fo 
favoured. He has therefore a^ually ordered Fat- 
tem$ of the richefl Silks to be fent for from Lon- 
don—* 
I ftarted — I was out of breath — I gafped, at this 

frightful precipitance 1 was going to open with 

warmth againA it, I knew whofe the happy expedient 
muft be : Female minds, I once heard my Brother 
fa^, that could but be brought to balunce on the change 
or their State, might eafily be determined by the glare 
and fplendor of the Nuptial Preparations, and the . 
pride of becoming the miurefs of a family.-— But (he 
was pleafed to hurry on, that I might not have time 
to exprefs my difgufls at fuch a communication— *to 
this effeA : 

* Your Father therefore, my Clary, cannot^ either 
^ for your fake, or his own, labour under a fufpcnfe 
^ fo affecting to his repofe. He has ^ven thought fit 
* to acqufmt me, on my pleading for you^ that it 
f becomes me, as 1 value my own ^ac^ \jift^ bor^ 
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* tojuch a IVife!^ and as I wifh, that he do not fuf- 
' peA chat I fecretlj favour (he addrefs of a vile Rake 
-* (a character which all the Sex, he is pleafed to fajr, 
' virtuous and vicious, are but too fond of!) to exert 

* my authority over you : And that This I may the 
' lefs fcrupuloudy do, as you have owned [the old 

* firing I] that your heart is free* 

Unworthy rcfleftion in my Mother's cafe, furely, 

. This of our Sex's valuing a Libertine ; fince (he made 

choice of my Father in .preference to feveral fuitors of 

equal fortune, because they viFcre of inferior reputation 

for morals ! 

• Ycinr Father, added flie, at his going our, told 
' me what he expected from me, in cafe I found that 

* I had not the requifite influence upoii you — k was 

* this — That I Ihould direftly feparate my felf from 

* you, and leave you iingly to fake the confequence 

* of your double difobcdience— I therefore entreat 
< you, my dear ClarifTa, concluded (he, and that in 
^ the moll earneft and condcfcending manner, to fig- 
'^ nify to your Father, on his return, your ready 

* obedience ; and this as well for my fake as for 

* your own/ 

Aflfcacd by my Mother's goodnefs to me, and by 
that part of her argument which related to her own 
peace, and to the fufprcions they had of her iecretly 
inclining to prefer the man fo hated by thenty to the 
man fo much my averfion, I couUi not but wifli -h 
Ulcere poiBble for me to obey. I therefore paufed, 
heifitated, confidered, and was iiient for iom^ time. I 
could fee, that my Mother hoped that the refalt of 
thishefitation would be faTouiable to her arguments. 
But then recolIe6ting» that all was owiirg to the infti- 

f rations of a Brother ^nd Sifter, wholly aftuated by 
eifilh and envious views ; That 1 had iiot deferved 
the treatment I had of late met with ; '^at my dis- 
grace Wits already become the public talk ; .That the 
Mvan irasMr Solmes ^ and that myavcriion to him 

wat 
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was too generally knowa, to make my compliance 
either creditable to myfclf or to them: That it would 
give my Brother and Sifter a triumph oTer me, and 
over Mr. Lovelace, which they would not fail to 
glory in; and whicbj altho' it coocerned me but 
little to regard on his account, yet might be attended 
with fatal mifchitfs — And (hen Mr.Solmes's difagree- 
able perfon ; bis ftill more difagreeabl^ manners ; his 
low underftanding — U nderftanding ! the glory of a 
man, fo little to be difpenfed with in the head and 
diredor of a family, in order to preferve to him that 
refpe3 which a good Wife (and that for the jufUfi- 
cadon of her own choice) ihould pay him hericlf, and 
wiih every-body to pay him — ^And as Mr* Solmcs*s 
inferUrity in this refpc^table feculty of . the human 
mind [1 muft be allowed to fay this to yoUy acKi no 
great ielf-aflumption neither] would proclaim to all 
futiiFey as well as to all prefent obfervers, what muft 
hure been my mean inducement-— AU thefe refleftioot 
crouding upon my remembrance; I would^ Madam^ 
faid I9 folding my hands, with an earaeiiotfe in which 
my whole heart was engaged, bear the cmdleft tor- 
tures, bear lofs of iiiiib, and even of life, to give y9U 
peace. But this man, every momem I would^ at 
your command, think of him with favour, h the 
more my averfion. You cannot, indeed you cannot, 
think, how my whole Soul refifts him ! — And to 
talk of Contracts concluded upon ; of Patterns ; of 
a Short Day {-—Save mt, fave me, O mj dearcft 
Mamma, fave your child, fiom this heavy, crom this 
iofupportable evil ! — 

Never was there a coiintenaoce that exprefled ia 
fignifkantly* as my Mother's did, .an anguifli, which 
fhe ftruggled to hide, under an anger ihe was com- 
pelled 10 afluaie-i— i ill the latter overcoming the for- 
mer, &e turned from me with an uplifted eye ; and 
damping — Strange perverjemjs ! were the only words 
I heard of a fentcncc t&at ihe angrW^ ^x^m^vma^^^. v 
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and was goiog. I then, half-franticly, I believe, laid 
hold of her gown — Have patience with me, dearefl: 
Madam ! faid I — Do not you renounce me totally ! — 
If 70U mufi feparate yourielf from your child, let ic 
not be with abjblute reprobation on your own part ! — 
My Uncles may be hard-hearted — My Father may be 
immoveable — I may fuffcr from my Brother's Ambi- 
tion, and from my Sider's Envy ! — But let me not 
loie my Mamma's Love ; at leaft, her Pity. 

She turned to me with benigner rays — You bav€ 
my Love/ You have mj Pity! But, O my deareft 
girl — I have not yours. 

Indeed, indeed. Madam, you have : And ail my 
Reverence, all my Grautude, you have I — But la 
this one point-— Cannot I be this once obliged ?— «>Will 
no expedient be accepted ? Have I not made a very 
hit propofal as to Mr. Lovelace^ 

1 wiih, for both our fakes, my dear uoperfuadc* 
tUe girl, that the decifion of this point lay with me. 
But why, when you know it does not, why fhould 
Tou thus perplex andf urge me ? — ^To renounce Mr« 
Lovelace is now but ba^ ^h^X is aimed at. Ncmt 
vrill tny4iody elfe believe you in earned in ^hc oScf^ 
if / would. While you remain fingle, Mr. Love« 
lace will have hopes — and you, in the opinion of 
others, inclinations. 

Permit me, deareft Madam, to fay. That your 
goodnefs to me, your patience, ymr peace* weigh 
more with me, than ail the reft put together : For 
altho' I am to be treated by my Brother, and, thro* 
his infiigations, by my Father, as a Slave in this point, 
and not as a Daughter^ yet my mind is not th<it o£ a 
Slave You have not brought me up to be mean. 

So, Clary I you are already at defiance with your 

Father ! I have had too much caufe before to a/^r«- 

hend as much — What will this come xo ?—-/,. «q4 

then ir>y dear Mamma fighed — /, am forced to jnkt 

vp with mSLBj humours — . > 

That 
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That you ar#, my ever* honoured Mamma, is my 
grief. And can it be thought, that this very confix 
deration, and the apprehenfion of what may refult 
from a much it;^/y^-tempered man (a man, who hat 
not half the fenfe of my Father) has not made an im- 
preflion upon me, to the difadvantage of the married 
life^ Yet 'tis fomething of an alleviation, if one muft 
bear undue controul, to bear it from a man ot fenfe. 
My Father, I have heard you fay, Madam, was for 
years a very good-humoured gentleman. — Uoobjefti- 
ble in perfon and manners. — But the man prop;>f.d 
to me. — 

Forbear reflcAing upon your Father [Did I, my 
dear, in what I have repeated, and J think they are 
the very words, rcfleft upon my Father ?] t It is not 
poffible, I muft fay again; and again, were all men 
tqually indifferent to you, that you (hould be thuJ 
ftordy in your will. I am tired out with your obfti- 
iiacy — ^Thc moft unperjuadable girl— You forget^ 
that I muft feparate myfelf from you» if you will not 
comply. You do not remember that your Father 
will take you up, where I leave you. Once more, 
however, I will put it to you, — Are you determined 
to brave your Father's difpleafare ? — Are you deter- 
mined to defy your Uncles ?— -Do you chufe to break 
with us all, rather than enco^irage Mr. Solmes ?— ^ 
Rather than give me hope f 

Dreadful alteroative-^^But is not my fincerity, is 
not the integrity of my heart, concerned in my an- 
fwcr \ May not my everlafting happinefs be the ftcri- 
fice \ Will not the leaft ftiadow of the hope you ju(l 
nom demanded from me, bs .driven into abibluie and 
fuddcn certainty f Is it not fought to enfnare, to en* 
tangle me in my own deftre of obeying, if I could 
give anfwers that might be conftrued into hope ? — For* 
t^ve me. Madam : Bear with the child's boldnefs in 
luck a caufe as Thit ! — Settlements drawn ! — ^Patterns 
fent for ! — An Early Day !— Dcar^dcax M.dA2Ltsk^\v^^ 
MO J give hope, and not intend 10 be \>xv^ ^'^'c^^'*- 
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Ah, girl, never fay your heart is free! You de- 
ceive youifelf if you think it is. 

Thus to be driven [and I wrung my bands thro' 
impatience] by the inftigations of a defigning, an am* 
bitious Brother, and by a SiAer, that — 

How often, Clary, muft I forbid your unfifterly 
reflections ! — Does not your Father, do not your 
Uncles, does not everj-body, patronize Mr. Solmes ? 
And let me tell you, ungraterul girl, and unmove- 
able as ungrateful, let me repeaUdly tell you, that it 
is evident to me, that nothing but a Love unwcurtfay 
of your prudence can make a creature late fo dutifuf, 
now fo fturdy. You may guefs what your Father's 
firft quefiion on his return will be. He mufi know, 
that I can do nothing with you. I have done my 
part. Seek me^ if your mind change before he comes 
back ; Tou have yet a little more time, as he flays 
fuppcr. .1 will DO more ieek ym^ nor tt^ you— Aod 
Itway flic flun^. 

What coula I do but weep ? 

I am extrenoely affedted on my Mother's account—*' 
morCf I muft needs fay, than on my own. And in- 
deed all things coafidcred j and eQ>eciaUy, that t)it 
meafure flie is engaged in, is (as I dare fay it i#, 
againft her own judgment; (he deferves more coOk- 
paffioB than myfelf* — Excellent woman i What pky, 
that meeknefs and condefcenfioo ihould not be at- 
tended with the due rewards of thofe charming 
graces ! — ^Tet had (he not. let violent fpirits (as $ 
have elfewhere obfervcd with no fmall regret) find 
their power over hers, it could not have been thus. 

But here, run away with by my pen, I fufFer my 
Mother to be angry with me on her own account. 
She hinted to me, indeed/ that 1 ihuft feek hcr^ \i 
my mind changed; which is a condition that amounts 
•to a pr(;hibition of attendirg her ; But, as (he left 
me in difpl^afure, will ii not have a very ob^iinate 
nppeardncc, and look like a kind of renunciation of 
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her mediatioa in my favour, if I go not dow'n before 
my Father returns, to fupplicate her pity^ and her 
kind report to him ? 

I will attend her. I had rather all the world (hould 
be angry with me than my Mamma ! 

Mean time, to clear my hands from papers of iuch 
a nature, Hannah fhall depofit this. If two or three 
Letters reach you together, they will but exprefs, from 
one period to another, the anxieties and difficulties 
which the mind of your unhappy^t ever afTeflionate 
friend labours under. 

Cl. H. 

LETTER XXL 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Sat. Night. 
T H A V E been down. I am to be unlucky in all I 
^ do, I think, be my intention ever fo good. I have 
made matters worfe inftead of better : As I {hall now 
tell you. 

I found my Mother and Sifter together in my 
Sifter's parlour. ' My Mother, I fear, by the glow iq 
her fine face (and as the browner, fullener glow io 
my Sifter's confirmed) had been expreffing herfelf 
with warmth, againft her unhappier child: Perhaps 
giving fuch an account of what had pafled, as ftiould 
clear herfdf, and convince Bella, and thro* hr^ my 
Brother and Uncles, of the fincer^ pains flie had 
taken with me, 

L entered like a dejefted criminal ; and befoaght the 
favour of a private audience. My Mother's return^ 
. both looks and words, gave but too much reafon for 
my above fui*mife. 

Tou have, faid ftie [looking at me with a fternnefs 
chat never fits well on her fweet features] rather a 
nquifting than a conceding countenance, Clarifta Hjbx- 
lowe : k I am mlftaken, tell me (o \ ^ud. V V^^^t>s^*- 
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draw with you whcrctcr you will.— Yet whether fo, 
or not, you may fay what you have to fay before your 
Sifter. 

My Mother; I thought, might hare withdrawn 
with tne, as (he knows, that I ^ave not a friend in 
my Sifter. 

I coipe down. Madam, faid I, to beg of you to 
forgive me for any-thins you may have taken amifs 
in what pafled above, rcipe£ting your honoured feif ; 
and that you will J^ plcafcd to ufe your endeavours 
to iofcen my Papa^ difpleafure againft me, on his re- 
turn. 

Such aggravating looks ; fuch lifting' up of hands 
and eyes ; fuch a furrowed forehead, in my Sifter ! 

My Mother was angry enough without all that ; 
and aiked me. To what purpofe I came down, if I 
were ftiil fo untraAable. 

She had hardly fpoken the words, whenShorey 
came in to tell her, that Mr. Solmes was ia the hal), 
and defired admittance. 

Ugly creature i What, at the clofe of day, quite 
daik, brought him thither ?-— But, on fccond thoughts, 
I believe it was contrived, that he fhould be here at 
^Supper,- to know the rcfuit of the conference between 
my Mother and me, and that my Father, on his re- 
turn, might find us together. 

I was hurrying away, but my Mother ccunmandcd 
me (fince I had come down only, as flic faid, to mock 
her) not to Air ; and at the fame time foe if I could 
behave fo to Mr. Solmes, as might encourage hcs^ to 
make the favourable report to my Father which I.had 
. bi fought her to make. 

My Sifter triumphed. I was vexed to be fo cwght, 
and to have fuch an angry and cutting rebuke ghrw 
mc^ with an afpeA more like the taunting Sifter than 
the indulgent Mother, if I may prcfunxe to lay fo: 
For (he herfelf fcemed to enjoy the iurprize upoa 
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The man ftalked in. His ufual walk is by paufeSf 
as if (from the fame vacuity of thought which made 
Dryden's Clown whiille) he was telling hisfteps: And 
firft paid his clumfy rtfpeds to my Mother ; then to 
my Sifter; next to me, as if I were already his»Wife, 
and therefore to be laft in his notice ; and fitting dowa 
by me, told us in general what weather it was. Very 
cold he made it ; but I was warm enough. Then 
adreffing himfelf to me ; And how do you find it, 
Mifs ? was his quefiion; and would have taken my 
hand. 

I withdrew it, I believe with difdain enough* My 
Mother frowned. My Sifter bit her lip. - 

I could not contain myfeif : I never was fo bold ia 
my life ; for I went on with my plea^ as if Mr* Solmes 
■ had not beeq there 

My Mother coloured ^ and looked at him, at my 
-Sifter, andat me. My Sifter's eyes were opener and 
bigger than ever I faw them before. 

The man underftood me. He hemmed, and re- 
iBOved from one chair to another. 

I went on, fupplicating for my Mother's fiEivourable 
report : Nothing but invincible diftike, faid I—* 

What would the girl be ac, interrupted my Mo- 
ther ? Why, Clary ! is this a fubjea \—l% this !~Is 
this ! — Is this a time — And again flie looked upon 
Mr. Solmes. 

I am ibrry, od refleAioUt that I put my Mamma 
into fo much confufton— rVobe fure k was very faucy 
in me. 

I beg pardon» Madam, faid I. But my Papa will 
A>on return. And fince I am not permitted to wuh- 
draw, it is not neceflary, I humbly preiume, that Mr. 
Solmes^s prefe&ce ftiould deprive me o^ this opportu- 
nity to implore your favourable report ; and ai the 
fame timf^, if he ftill viftt on my accounc « looking at 
himj to convince him« that it cannot poi&ol^ vm^ \.^ 
any piupofe-— 



144 ^^^ HisTOR¥ of Vol. I. 

Is the girl mad ? faid my Mocher, internipting me. 

My Sifter, with the affedtation of a whifpcr to my 
Mother— This is — ^This is fpite. Madam [Vtrj/pftg- 
/uffy fhe fpokc^the word] becaufe you commanded 
her te ftay. 

I only looked at her> and turning to my Mother, 
Permit me. Madam, faid I, ro repeat my rcqueft. I 
have no Brother, no Sifter ! — If I lofe my Mamma's 
favour, I am loft for ever ! 

Mr. Solmes removed to his firft feat, and fell to 
gnawing the head of his hazel ; a carved head, almoft 
as ugly as his own — I did not think the man wsis fo 
fcnfihle. 

My Sifter rofe, with a face all ovfr fcarlet ; and 
fteppingto the table, where Uy a fan. fhe took it up, 
and* altho' Mr. Solmes bad obferved that the weather 
was cold, fanned herfclf very violently. 

My Mother came to me, and angrily taking niy 
hand/ led me out of that parlour .into my own ; 
which, you know, is next to it — Is not this beha- 
viour very bold, very provoking, think you, Claiy \ 

I beg your pardon. Madam, if it has that appear- 
ance to you. But indeed, my dear Mamma, there 
feem to be fnarcs laying for me. Too well I know 
My Brother's drift. Wiih a good word he (hall have 
myconfent for all he wiflies to worm me out of — 
Neither he, nor my Sifter, ihall need to take half this, 
pains — 

My Mother was about to leave mc in high dif- 
pleafure. 

I befought hcf to ftay : One favour, but one fa- 
vour, dcarcft Madam, fdid 1,- give me have to beg 
* of you — 

What would the girl ? " . 

* fee how every thing is working about. — I never, 
?«vcr can think of Mr. Solmes. My Papa Will Be 
-y^'^^^^lts when he is told that I cannot. They will 

5^ of cJbe tendcrnefs of yo\jir Vkc^tx. lo a poor child 
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whS^feemi devoted by every one elfe, from thtf will- 
ingnefi you have already (hewn to hearken to my 
prayers. There will be endeavours ufed to confine 
Rie, and keep me out of your prefence, and out of the* 
prefence of every one who ufed to love me fT^ix, 
my dear Mifs H9wey is threat ened}. If This be cf- 
fefted ; if it be put out of my power to plead my 
own caufe, and to appeal to Tou, and to my Uncle 
Harlowe^ of whom only I have hope ; then will every 
ear be opened againft me, and every tale encouraged 
— It is, therefore, my humble requeft, Thar, added 
xo the difgracefol prohibitions I now fulFer under, you 
will not, if you can help it, give way to my being 
denied yovr ear. 

Your liflening Hannah has given you this intelH- 
gencr, as {he does many others. 

My Hannah, Madam, liftens not — My Hannah- 
Mo more in Hannah's behalf — Hannah is known 
fo make mifchief — Hannah is known — But no more 
of that bold intermeddter — *Tis true, your Fiihcr 
threatened to confine you to your chamber, if you 
complied not^ in order the more afTuredly to deprive 
you of the opportunity of correfponding with thofe 
who harden your heart againft his will. He bid me 
cell you fo, when he went out, if I found you re- 
fraftory. But I was loth to deliver fo harfti a decla- 
ration ; being dill in hope that you would come down 
to us in a compliant temper. Hannah has overheard 
this I fuppofe ; and has told you of it ; as alfo, that 
he declared he would break your heart, rather than 
you (hould break his. And I now afTure you, that 
you will be confined, and prohibited making tcazing 
appeals to any of us : And we (hall fee who is to fub- 
mit. You to us, or Evcry-body to you. ' 

ilgain I offered to clear Hannah, and to lay the 
laticr part of the intelligence to my Sifter's Echo, 
Betty Barnes, who had boafted of it to at\ox.Vvt.\ ^^a- 
vant : But I wsis aggin bid to be iileni oti \\\'s^t Y^^-aA. 
Vox L -H \ ^ov^'^ 
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•I (hould foon find, my Mother was pkafed to fay, 
that others could be as dctermioed as / was obftinate : 
And, once for all, would add, that fince (he faw that 
I built upon her indulgence, and was iodifierent about 
involving her in contentions with mj Father, and his 
Brothers, and with -her other children, fhe would now 
aflure me, that (he was as much determined againfi 
Mr. Lovelace, and for Mn Solmes and the family*- 
fchemes, as any-body ; and would not refiife her con- 
fcnt to any meafures that (bould be thought oeceflary 
to reduce a ftubborn child to her duty. 

I was ready to (ink. She was fo.good as to lend me 
her arm to fupport me. 

And this, faid I^ is all I have to hope for from my 
Mamma? 

It is. But, Clary, this one further opportunity \ 
give you — Go in again to Mr. Solmes, and behave 
difcremly to him ; and let your Father find you toge- 
ther, upon cii;i/ terms at leaft. 

My feet moved [pithemfehiSjl think] forther from 
the parlour where he was, and towards the ftairs ; and 
there I ftopped and paufed. 

If, proceeded (he, you are determined to (htiul ia 
defiance of us all — then indeed may you go up to 
your chamber (as you are ready to do) — And God 
help you I 

God help me indeed \ for I cannot give hope of 
what I cannot intend — But let me have your prayers, 
my dear Mamma ! — ^Thofe (ball ha?e mine, who 
J^ave brought me into all this diftrefs. 

I was moving to go up-^-* 

And vtiU you go up, Clary ? 

J turned my face to her : My officious tears would 
needs plead for me : I could not juft then fpeak ; and 
'ftood ftill. . 

Good girl, diftrtfs me not thus ! — Dear, good girl, 
^o not thus diftrefs me 1 holding out her hand ; but 
-/^aqding rtiu likewife, 

"Wkat 
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What can I do. Madam ? — Wbat cun I do i 

Go in agaia, my child — Go m again, my dear 
childl— repeated ihe ; and let your Father find you 
together. 

What, Madami to give bim hope ? — ^To give hope 
to Mr. Sdmes ? 

Obfttnate, perverfe, undutiful Clarifla ! with a re- 
jeding hand, and angry a(fpe£): ; then take your own 
way, and go up!— But ftir not down again, I charge 
you, without leaire, or till your Father's pleafure be 
•known conccrtiing you. 

She flung fi*om me with high indignation : And I 
went up with a very heavy heart ; and feet as flow as 
-my heart was heavy« 

© 9 

Mt I^tlier is come home, and my Brother with 
liim. Late as it is, they are all fhut up together. 
Not a door opens ; not a foul dirs. Hannah, as (he 
moves up and down, is fhunned as a perfon infedled. 

The angry aflcmbly is broken up. My two Un- 
cles and my Aunt Hervey are Tent for, it Teems, to 
•be here in die morning to breakfaft. I (hall then, I 
fuppofe, know my doom. Tis pad Eleven, and I 
am ordered not to .go to bed« 

Twufve 0* clock. 

This moment the keys df evcry-thing are taken 
from tne. It was propdfed to Tend for me down : 
But my Father faid,, he could not bear to look upon 
mc. — Strange alteration in a few weeks ! — Shorey was 
the me/Tenger. The tears (lood in her eyes when (he 
delivered her mefiage. 

You, my dear, are happy — May you always be 
To — And then I can never be wholly xniferable. 
Adieu^ my beloved fxiend ! 

-Cl. Harlowe. 

M2 \.^"t- 
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LETTER XXII. 

Wfs CLAB.RIS8A H4RLOWE, To Mifs Howe. 

Sunday Morningy March ;. 
rTJANNAH has jud brought me^ from. the pri- 
•*■ "^ vatc place in the garden-wall, a Letter from 
Mr. Lovelace* depofited laft nightj figned alfo bj 
Lord M. 

He tells me in It, ^ That Mr. Sofmes makes it his 
boaft, that he is to be married in a few days to one 
of the (hycft won^n in England : That my Brother 
explains bis meaning ; This (hy creature, he fays, is 
me; and he aflures every one, that his younger 
Sifter is very foon to be Mr. Solmes's Wife. He 
tells me of the patterns btfpokcn which my Mot)ier 
mentioned to mc.* 
Not one thing efcapes him that is done or faid in 
this houfe. 

* My Sifter, he fays, reports the fame things; and 
^ that with fuch particular aggravations of infult upon 

* hinif that he cannot but be extremely piqtiedy as 

* well at the manner, as from the occafion ; and ez- 
' prefTes himielf with great violence upon if. 

* He knows not, he fay?, what my Relations in- 

* ducements can be, to prefer fuch a man as Solmcs 

* to hiai« If advantageous Settlements be the motive, 
' Solmes (hall not offer what he will refufe to comply 

* with. 

* As to his Eftate, and Family ; the firft cannot be 

* excepted againft : And for the fecond, he will not 

* difgrace himfelf by a comparifon fo odious. He ap- 

* peals to Lord M. for the regularity of his life and 
' manners ever fince be has made his addrefles to me, 

* or had hope of my favour.' 

I fuppofe, he would have his Lordfhip*s figntng to 
tbis Letter to be taken as a voucher for him. 
^ He dcGrcs my leave (\u company with tbj Lord, 

* ia 
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' in a pacific manner) to attend my Father or Uncles, 
' in order to make propofiils that mufi be accepted, if 

* thej will but fee hiro, and hear what they are : And^ 
' tells me, that he will fubmit to any meafures that 

* I {hall prefcribci in order to bring about a Recoa* 

* dilation.' 

He prefucnes to be verj earned with me, * to give 
^ him a private meeting fome nighr, in my Etcher's ^ 

* garden, attended by whom I pleafe.' 

Really, my dear, were you to fte his Letter, you^i 
would' think 1= had giwn him great enc6uragement| 
and that I am in dire A treaty with him ;. or that he i^ 
fure that my friends will drive me into a foreign pro- 
tcflion ; for he has the boldnefs to. offer, in my Lord's 
name, an afylum to me, (hottld I^ be tyrannically- 
treated in Solmes's behalf. 

rfuppofe it b the way of thirSex tot endeavour to > 
entangle the thoughtlefs of ours by bold fuppofals and 
offers, in hopes that we fhaH be too complaifant of 
bafhful to quarrel vrith them; and, if noc checked, 
to reckon upon our filence, . as a&nts voluntarily 
given, or conceflioos made in their favour. . 

There are other particulars in this Letter which I 
ought to mention to you : But I will take an oppor- 
tunity to fend you the Letter itfelf, or a Copy of it. 

For my own part, I am very uneafy to think how 
I have been drawn on one hand, and driven on the 
other, into a clandeftine, in fhort, into a mere Lover- 
like correfpondence, which my heart condemns. 

It is eafy'to fee, if I do not break it off, that Mr. 
Lovelace's advantages, by reafon of my unhappy fitu* 
atioO) will every day increafe, and I ihall be more and . 
more entangled. Yet if I do put an end to it, with&Ut ^ 
making it a condition of being freed from Mr Solmes's 
addrefs — May I, my dear, is it bejt to continue it a little 
longer, in hopes to extricate myfelf out of the Other 
difficulty, by giving up all thoughs of Mr. LoveUcc ^ 
— IVMi advice can 1 now aflt but vou\s\ 

H3 fr 
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All my relations are met. They are at breakfaft 
together. Mr Solmes is expected. I am excei&vely 
uneafy. I muft lay down my peo» 

Thbt arc all going to church together. Grievoufly 
difordered they appear to be> as Hannah celU me. She 
believes fomethisg isrcfolved upotu 

Sunday Noon, 

What a cruel thing is fufpenfc l*^I will afk leave 
to go to church this afternoon. I ezpc-A to be denied : 
But if I do not aik» they may allege^, that my not going 
is owing to myielf. 

I DBSiRED to fpeak trith Shorey. Shoreycamf. 
I dircAed her to carry to my Mother my requeft for 
permiflion to go to church this afternoon* What 
think you was the return i Tell her, that (he mud: 
d«re& herfelf to her Brother for any favour (he has to 
a(k — So, my dear, I am to be delivered up to my 
Brother I 

I was refolvedj however, to afk of Aim this favour. 
Accordingly^, when they fent me up my folitary din- 
ner,. I gave the meflenger a billet, in which I made it 
my bunable requefl thro' him to my Father^, to be per- 
mitted to go to church this afternoon. 

This was the contemptuous^ anfwer : '' Tell her, 
*^ that her requeft will be taken into conGderation to- 
** morrovf." — My reque(t to go to church to-djy to 
be taken into confideration to-morrow / 

Patience will be the fiueft return I can make to 
fuch an ininalt. But this method will not do with me ; 
indeed it will not ! And yet it is but the begidni«igy 
i fuppofe, of what I am to expert from my Brotherj 
now I am delivered up to him* 

Ok recoll££li;>o> I thought it beft to renew my re* 
que(l. I did. The following is a copy of what I wrote, 
and what £oUovr$ tbar^ of the Aofwer fent me. 
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1KK0W not what to make of the anfwer brought 
to my requeft of being permitted to go to church 
this afteraoon. If you oefigoed to {hew your- plea 
fantry by it> I hope that will continue ; and then my* 
requeft will be granted. 

X ou know, that I never abfcntcd myfelf, when* 
welly and at home» till the two laft Sundays; when I 
was advifed not to go. My prefent fituation is fuch, 
that I never more wanted the benefit of the public 
prayers. 

I will folemnly engage only to go tbiiher, and b&ck 
again.' 

. 1 hope it cannot be thought that I would do other 
wife." 

M^ dejeftion of fpirits will givea too juft excufe Oil 
the (core of indifpofition for avoiding vilits. Nor will 
Ij but by diftant civilities, return the compliments of 
any of my acquaintance. My difgraces, if they arc 
ta have an end, need not to be proclaimed to the 
whole world. I a(k this favour, therefore^ for my 
reputation's fake, that I may be able to hoJd up my 
bead in the neighbourhood, if I live to fee an end of 
the unmerited fcverities which feem ta be dcfigned 
for 

Tour unhappy Sijiir^ .. 

Cl. Haul OWE; 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, 

T7 O R a girl to lay fo much ftrefs upon going to 
^ church, and yet refolve to defy her Parents, in 
an article of the greateft confequence to them, and 
to the whole family, is an abfurdky. You are re- 
commended, Mifs, to the praAice of your private 
devotions. May they be efficacious upon the mind 
of one of the mod pervicacious young creatures that 
ever was heard of ! The intention is, I tell yy\ ^^.vcwV\^ 
ta mortify jou into a fenfc ot 'joxxt 4^V5% 'X.V^ 

H 4 tA\^ 
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aeighbours you are fo felicitous to appear well with, 
akeady iaow, that you defy that. So. Miis. if you 
have a real value for your reputaiion, (hew it as you 
ought. It is yet in your own power to eftabliih o^ 
impair it. 

Ja. HA&L6WF. 

Thun, my dear Mifs Howe, hat my Brother got 
Bie into his fnares; and I, like a poor filly bird> the 
morje I Aruggle, am the more entangled. 

LETTER XXIIl. 

^s/JClahi&saHarlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Monday Mornings March 6.. 

^ H E Y are rcfolved to bre^k my faearr. My 
^ poor Hannah is difcharged-^difgracefully dii* 
charged I^^Thus k was. 

Within .half an hour after I had fent the poor giirl 
down for my breakfaft, that bold creature Betty 
Barnes, my Sifter^s confident and fervant (if a favotii> 
lite maid ;uid confident can be deemed a fervant) 

came up. 

What, Mifs^ will you plcafe to have for breakfaft ? 

1 was furprifcd. What IT:!! I have for brwkfaft, 
Betty ? — How ! — What !— ^How comes u !— TuC2 5 
named Hannah. I could not tell what to fay. ' 

Don't be furprifed, Mifs : — But you'll fee Hannah 
no more in this houfe. 

GodfoibidI — ^^Is any harm come to Hannah f— 
What ) What is the matter with Hannah I 

Why, Mifs, the fhort and the long is this : Your 
Papa liicd Mamma think Hannah has ftaid long enough 
in the houfe to do mifchief ; and fo ihe is onkred to 
trcop [That wa? tb^ confident creature's word] ; . and 
1 am dircAed to waU upon you in her. dead. 
. I burft into tears. I have no Service for you, Betty 
panics I BQBC ac ali» But whftvc is Hannah ? Cannot 
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I f peak with the poor girl ? I ovre her half a year's 
wages. May I not fee the honed creature, and pa/ 
her her wages ? I may neier f^e her again perhaps ; 
for they are refolved to break my heart. 

And they thinl: you are refolded to break theirs i 
So tit for taty . MiCs, 

Impertinent I called hsr ; and a^k^d her if it were 
upon fuch confident terois that her fervice was to 
begin, 

I was fo very earned to fee the poor maid, that 
(to ohfsge me, as (he faid) (he went down with my 
requeft. 

The worthy creature was as earned to fee me ; and 
the favour was granted in pre(eace of Shorey and 
Betty. 

I thanked her, when (he came up/ for her paft fer- 
vice to me. 

Her heart was ready to break. And (he began to 
vindicate her fidelity and love ; and difclaimed any 
fpifchief (he had ever made, 

I told her, that thofe who occa(ioned her being - 
turned one of my fervice, made no quedion of her 
integrity : That her difmiffioti was intended for an in- 
dignity to me. That I was very forry to be obliged 
to pare with her,< and iioped (he would meet with as 
good a fervice. 

Never, never, wringing her hands, (hould (he meet 
with a midrefs die loved fo well. And the poor crea-^ 
ture ran on in my praif^fs, and in profeflijns of love : 
to me. 

We are all apt, you know, my dear, to praife our 
benefaAors, b^caufe they are our benefa((lors ; as if 
everybody did right or wrong, as they obliged or d'.f- 
oblige us* But this good creature deferved to be 
kindly treated ; fo I could have no merit in favouring 
one whom it would have been ungrateful not to di* 
iliogai(h. 

I gave her a little linen, fomc Uce^> Wi'i\i>JK^^\ ^^^ 

H 5 '^ \!tvvw^* 
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things ;.,^d iQilead of four pounds which were due 
to hcTylSfn guineas : And faid, if Qver I wercjiggiA 
aliowed%> be my owa xtuftfefs/ 1 would think of ker 
in the iftft place. 

Bct^jri:nvioufly whifpered Shorey upon it. 

Hannah told me, before their faces, having no 
other Op^jOTtunStyt that (he had been examined about 
Letters* t^pne, and /rem me : And that (he had gii^ea 
her pocKiits to Mifs Harlowe, who looked unto them^ 
and pi)f ^er fingers ki h^r ftays, to fatisfy her(«if tha( 
fhe had fiot any. 

She gave roe an account of the number of my Flica*^ 
faiHs and Hlintams ; and I raid> they fbould be mf 
own carf : twice or thrice a day. 

We wept over each other at parting. The girt 
prayed fop all the family. 

To have fo good a fervant fo diigracefuHy diC 
anifled, is very cruel : And I could not help faying^ 
That the£: methods might break my heart,, but iiot 
any other way anfwer the end of the authors, of my; 
difgracesr 

Betty, with a very feucy fleer, faid to Shorcy^. 
There would be a trial of ikill about that, (he fan-- 
cied. But I took no notice of i^ If this wencb 
thinks that I have robbed her young miftrefs of » 
Lover, as you fay (he has given out, (he may believe 
that it is fotne degree of merit in heifirlf to be imper- 
tinent to me. 

Thus have I been forced to part with my faithful 
Hannah, if you can commend the good creature t» 
a place worthy of her,i pray do for my fake. 

LETTER XXIV. 

Ji^j/s Clarissa Har£0wf, Ta Mi/s Howe.. 

Monday y near izd'chfk^ 

TT H E inclofcd Lwrer was juft now delivered to me* 
My Brother h^ carried aU his points^ 

j* I fend 
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I fend you alfo the copy of my anfwer. No more- 
tt ibis lime can I write ! — • 

Mifs Clary, Monday, Man 6. 

T) Y command of your Father and Mother I write, 
'*' cxprcfsly to forbid you to come into their prc- 
ftnce, or into the garden when they are th^re : Nor 
when th'ey are not there, but with Betty Barnes to 
tttend you ; except by particular licence or com- 
Miand. 

Oil thtiip bl^fSngs, you are forbidden liicewife to 
correspond with the file Lovelace; zs it ii well known 
you did by means of your fly Hannah. • Whence her 
fddden dilcharge. As was fir. 

Neither are you to correfpond with Mifs Howe ; 
who has given herfelf high airs of late ; and might 
poflably help on your correfp9ndence with that deteflcd 
Libertine. Nor, in (horf, with any-body without 
leave. 

You are not to enter into the prefcnce of "either of 
your Uncles, without their leave firft obtained. It is 
In mercy to you, after fuch a behaviour to your Mo- 
ther, that your Father rcfufes to fee you. 

You are not to be feep i/i. any apartment of the ' 
hbufe you fo lately governed as ydu plcaftd> unlefs 
you are commanded down. 

In (horr, you are ftriftly to confine yourfelf t*o your 
chamber, except now-and-then, in Betty Barnes's 
fight (as aforcfaid) you take a morning or evening 
turn in the gardan : And then you are to go dircflly, 
and without ftopping at any apartment in the way, 
tip and down the back-ftairs, that the fight of fo per- 
f erfc a young creature may not add to the pain you 
have given cvery-body. 

The hourly threatenings of your fifte fellow, as well 
a»your own unhcard-of obftinacy, will account to 
you for all this. What a hand has the bcft and moll 
indulgem of saotbcrshad wiih 70W, v«\;» ^ci \o^^ 

H 6 ^^XtL^^v. 
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pleaded for you, and undertook for you ; even when 
others, from the manner of your fetting out, defpaired 
of moving you ! — What muft your perverfenefs have 
been, \h2Xjuch a Mother can give you up ! She thinks 
it right fo to do : Nor will take you to favour, unlefs 
you make the firfl fteps, by a compliance with your 
duty. 

As for myfelf, whom perhaps you think hardly 
of (In very good company, if you do, that is my 
confolation) ; I have advifed, that you may be per- 
mitted topurfue your own inclinations (fome people 
need no greater puniihment than fuch a permiiEon) 
aod not to have the houfe encumbered by one who 
muft give them the more pain for the necei&ty (he has 
laid them under of avoiding the fight of her, altho' 
in it. 

If any-thing I have written appear fevere or har{h« 
it is ftill in your power (but perhaps will not always 
be fo) to remedy it ; and that by a fingle word. 

Betty Barnes has orders to . obey you in all pointi 
confident with her duty to thofe to whom you owe ic^ 
z%Ytt\\zsJbe. 

J A. Hj&RLOWS. 

To James Harlows junior^ Efy^ 

Sir, 
TWILL only fay. That you may congratulate 
-*• yourfelf on having fq far fuccceded in all your 
views, that you may report what you pleafe of me, 
and I can no mOre^cKnd myfelf, than if I were 
dead. Yet one favour, ' nevcrthclefs, I will beg of 
you. It is this — ^That you will not occafion more 
lev critics, more difgraces, than are neceffary for car« 
rying into execution your further defigns, whatever 
they be, againft 

Tour unhpfy Sifter^ 

CX.ARXSSA Harlow^.. 

tETr 
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LETTER XXV. 

^1^ Clarissa Harlowe, ToMi/sHoviE, 

Tiie/day, March f* 
13 Y my laft depofit, you will fjc bow I am driven^ 
"*^ and what a poor prifoner I am — No regard hid 
to my reputatioQ. The Whole matter is now before 
you. Cm fuch meafures be fuppoFed to foftcn ? — 
But faxely they can only mean to try to frighten mc 
into my Brother's views! — All my hope is, to be 
able to weather this point till my Couiin Mordem 
come$ from Florence ; . and he is foon ezpefked : Yet 
if they arc determined upon a fliort day^ I doubt he 
will not be here time enough to fare me. 

It is plain Iqr my Brother's Letter^ that my Mother 
has opt fpared me, in the report (he was pleaied to 
make of the conference beu^een herfelf and me : Yet 
(he was pleafed to hint to mc, that my Brother had 
views which fhe would have had me try to difappoint. 
But indeed fhe hud engaged to give 2l faithful account 
of what was to pafs between herfelf and me : And it 
was, doubtlefs, much more eligible to give up a Daugh- 
xtXy than todifoblige a Hu(band, and every other per 
foA of the family. 

They think they have done every*thing by turning 
away my poor Hannah : But as long as the liberty of 
the garden, and my poultry vilits> are allowed me^ 
they will be mifUken. 

.1 afked Mr?. Betty, if (he had any orders to watch 
^r attend me ; or whether 1 was to aflc her leave when- 
ever I fhould be difpofed to walk in the garden, or 
t9 go to feed my Bantams ?-^Lord blefs her ! what 
could I mean by fuch a^^ueftion! Yet fhe owned, 
that file had heard, that I was not to go into the gar- 
den,' when my Father, Mother, or Uncles virere 
there. 

tiovevcTi as it behovcid me to bt ^^\^ c^ti ^\\ 
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head, I vent down dire flly, and ftaid an hour, with" 
out qucftioo or impediment; and yet a good part of 
the time, I walked under and in Jight^ as I'mayfay, 
of my Brother's ftudy-window, where both he and 
my fifter happened to be. And I am fure they faw 
ipe, by the loud mirth they affeded, by way of infulr, 
as I fuppofe. 

So this part of my reftraint was doubtlefi a ftretch 
of the authority given him. The enforcing of that, 
nay perhaps come next. < But I hope not. 

Tuefday Night. 

Since I wrote the above, I ventured 10 fend a Let^ 
ter by Shorey to my Mother. I defired her to give it 
into her own hand, .when no-body was by; - 

I (hall inclofe the copy of it. You will fee that I 
would have it thought, that now Hannah is gone, \ 
have no way to correfprsd out of the houfe. I am 
far from thinking all I do, right. I'amafraid, this 
is a iittle piece of art, that is not fo. But this is aa ^ 
after 'thought — ^Tbe Letter went firft. 

Honoured Mddatni' 
TJ AVING acknowledged to you; that I had re- 
•^^ ceived Letters from Mr. Lovelace full of refent- 
inent,,and that I anfwered them purely to prevent 
further mifchief ; and having (hewn you copies of my 
Anfwerf, which you did not difapprove of, altho' you 
thought fir, after you had read them, to forbrd mc 
any further correipondence with him ; I think it my 
duty to acquaint you, that another Letter from hinr 
has fince come to my hand,, in which he is vepy ear-^ 
i^eft with me to permit him to wait o& my Pap^, 
^^ you, or my two Uncles, in a pacific way, ac*' 
^ornpanied by Lord M. ; On which I beg your com' 
niands. 
, I own to you. Madam, that had not the prohibi- 

uox^ hcejQ rcncwedi aad had not Hannah been fo fud- 

dcnlf 
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deoly ciifmifled triy ftrvice, I fhould have made the 
lefs fcraple to have writteD aa anfwer, and to have 
commanded her to convey it to him, with all fpeed^ 
in order to diiTuade him from thefe vifits, left any* 
thing fhould happen on the occafion that my heart 
akes but to think of. 

And here I cannot but exprefs my grief, that I 
(hould have all the punifhment, and all the blame^ 
virho» as I have reafon to think, have prevented great 
mifchief j and have not been the occafion of any. 
For, Madam, could / be fuppofed to govern the paf- 
fions of either of the gendemen ? — Over the one in* 
deed I. have had fome little influence, without giving 
him hitherto any reafon to think he has fafteaed an 
obligation upon me for it — Over the other. Who, 
Madam, has any ?— I am grieved at heart, to be obli- 
ged to lay fo great blame at my Brother's door, alrho' 
my reputation and my liberty are both to be facrificed 
to his refentment and ambition. May not, however^* 
fo deep a fufferer be permitted to fpeak out ? 

This communication being as voluntarily made, . a» 
dutifully intended ; I humbly prefume to hope, that I 
fiiall not be required to produce the Letter itfelf. I 
cannot either in honour or prudence do that, becaufe 
of the vehemence of his ftyle v for having heasd [not, 
I afiure you, by my means, or thro' Hannah's^ of 
fome part of the harfh treatment I have met with ; he 
thinks himfelf intided to place it to his own account, 
by reafon of fpeeches thrown out by fome of my reU'^ 
tibns, equally vehement. 

If I do not anfwer him, he will be made defperate, 
and think himfelf juftified (tho' I (hall not think him 
fb) Id refenting the treatment he complains of : If i do^ 
and if, in compliment to me, he forbears to refent 
what he thinks himfelf intitled to refent ; be pleafed, 
Madam, to confider the obligation he willfuppofc he 
lays me under* 

If I were a9 Arongly prepofleffcd 10 hU f^^oxxx v\ Vk 
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fuppofed, I (hould not have wiflied this to be con- 
fidercd by you. And pcrmic me^ as a flUI further 
proof that I am not prepoflefledj to beg of yon to con- 
iider, Whether, upon the whole^ (he propofal I mads, 
of declaring for the Single Life (which I will relict- 
oudy adhere to) is not the heft way to get rid of his 

Erettniions with honour. To renounce him, and not 
e allowed to aver, that I will never be the o:her inan*$, 
will make him conclude (driven as 1 am driven) that 
I am determined in that other man's favour. 

IF this has not its due weight, my Brother's ftrange- 
fchemes muft be tried, and 1 will refign myfelf to my 
deftiny with all the acquiefcencc that fhall be granted 
to my prayers. And (o leaving the whole to your 
own wifdom, and whether you chufe to confult my 
Papa and Uncles upon this humble application, or 
not ; or whether I (hall be allowed to write an anfwer 
to Mr. Lovelace, or not, l^And if allowed fo to do, I 
beg your direAion, by whom to fend it) ; I remainr 

Honoured Madam^ 
Tour unhappy^ but ever^dutiful Ddughtery 

Gl. Harlowe. 

WednefdAy Morning, . 
I have juft received an Anfwer to the inclofcd Let- 
ter. My Mother, you will obferve, has ordered me to 
burn it : But, as you will have it in your fafe keeping, 
and nobody elfe ivill fee It, her end will be equally 
anfwered, as if it were burnt. Ic has neither date nor 
fuperfcription. 

Clarissa, 
Cay not all the blame and all the puniflimenl is 
^ yours. I am as much blamed, and as much pu- 
nifhed, as you are ; yet am more innocent. When 
your obftinacy is equal to any other perfon*s paffion^ 
blame not your Brother. We judged right, that Han- 
nah carncdjoa your .correfpondencies. Now ih€ k 
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gone, and you cannot write [We think you cannot} 
to Mifs Howe, nor flie to you ^ without our knowledge, 
one caufe of uncafinefs and jealoufy is over. 

I had oodiflike to Hannah. I did not tell her fo ; 
becaufc Somebody was wlchln hearing when ihe dc-< 
fired to pay her duty to me at going. I gave her a 
caution, in a raifed voice. To take care, whcre*ever 
(he went to live next, if there were any young Ladies, 
howr (he made parties, and aflifted in daodeftine cor* 
refpoodcncies ; — But I Aid two guineas into her hand« 
Nor WM I angry, to hear that you were iltll mora 
bountiful to ber— So much for Hannah. 

I don't know what to write, about your ai^fwering 
tbac man of violence. What can you think, of ity 
thacfucb a family as ours, (hould have fuch a rod 
held over it ? — ^^or my part, I have not owned that I 
kiipw you have correfponded : By your laft boldnefs 
to me [An aftonlChing one it was, to purfue beford 
Mr. .Slimes the fubje£t that I was forced to break 
from above- ftairs !j you may, as far as I know, pleads 
that you had my countenance for your corrrefpondence 
with him ; and fo add to the uneafinefs between your 
Father and me. You was once ail my comfort., Cla* 
rifia I You made all my hardfhips tolerable : — Bui 
now !— ^However, nothing, it is plain, can move youi 
ao4 1 will fay no more ou that h^ad : For you arc 

tit I 

under your Father's difclpline now ; and he will nei- 
ther be prefcribed to, nor entreated. 

I ihould have been glad to fee the Letter you tell 
ine of, as I faw the reft : — You fay, both hooouF 
and prudence forbid you to Ihew it to me. — O Cia- 
rifla ! what think you of receiving Letters that honour 
and prudence forbid you to fhtw to a Mother I— 
But it is not for me to fee ir^ if you would chu/k 
to fhcw it me. I will not be in your fecrct. I will 
not know that you did correfpond. And, as to an An* 
fwer, take your own methods. But let him kno^ \i 
will be the laft you will write. Audi \1 ^om ^oni\Sxs^ 
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I won't fee it : So feal it up (if you do) and give it to 
Shorcf ; and flie — Yet do not think I give you licence 
to write. 

We will be upon no conditions with him, nor will 
you be allowed to be upon any. Your Father and 
Uncles would have no patience were he to come. 
What have you to do to oblige him with your refufal 
of Mr« Solmes ? — Will not That refiifat be to give bim 
hope ? And while he has any^ can we be eafy or free 
from hisinfults ? Were even yqur Brother in fault, as 
that fault cannot be conquered, is a Sifter to carry on 
a correfpondence that fliall endanger her Brother? But 
your Father has gif^n his fan^tion to your Brother's 
diflikes, and they are now your Father's diflikes, and 
my diflikes^ your Uncles and every-bod/s !— No 
matter to wbom owing. 

As to the reft, you have by your obftinacy put it 
out of my power to do any- thing for you. Tpui' 
Father takes upon himfelf to be anfwerable for all 
confequtnces. Tou muft not therefore apply to me 
for favour. I fhall endeavour to be only an obferver; 
Happy, If I could be an unconcerned one ! — ^While I 
had power, you would not let me ufc it as I wouB 
have ufed it. Your Auut has been forced to engage 
not to interfere but by your Father's direction. You'll 
have fevere trials. If you have any favour to hope for, 
it muft be from the medintion of your Cn^les. And 
yec I believe, they are equally determined : For they 
make it a principle ! [Alas! the; never had children !] 
that that Child, who in Marriage is not governed by 
her Parents, is to be given up as a loft creature. - 

I charge you, let not this Letter be found. Burn 
it. There is too much of the Mother in it, to a 
Daughter To unaccountably obftinate. 

Write not another Letter to me. 1 can do nothiog 
for you. But you can do every- thing fqr yourielf. 

Now, my dear> to proceed with my Melancholy 
Marratirc. 

KSvtt 
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After this Letter^ you will byelievC) that I could have 
Teiy little hopes, that an application direAly to my 
Father would ftand me in any Head : But I thought 
It became me to write^ were it but to acquit myfeif 
to myfeif^ that I have left nothing unatten^pted that 
has the leail likelihood tp reflore me to his favour. 
Accordingly I wrote to the following effect : 

* I prelume nor, 1 fay, to argue whh my Papa ; I 
only beg his mercy and indulgence in this one point, 
on which depends my preient and perhaps mj/u^ 
tun happincfs; and bel'eech him not to reprobate 
his child for an averiion which it is not in her power 
to conquer, I beg, that I may not be facrificed to 
projects, and remote contingencies. I complain of 
the difgraces 1 fufFer in this banifhment from his 
prefcDce, and in being confined to my chamber. In 
tvery-thing but this om point, I promife implicit 
duty and refignation to his wHl. I repeat my offers 
of a Single Life; and appeal to him, whether 1 have 
ever given him caufe to doubt my word. I beg to 
be admitted to His, and to my Mamma*:* prefeoce^ 
and that my conduA may be under (heir own eye : 
And this with the more earneftnefs, as I have too 
much reason to believe, that fnares are laid for me ; 
aad- taunt] ngs and revilings ufed on purpofe to make 
a batklle otmy words againft me, when I am not 
permhted to fjpeak in my own defence. I conclude 
with hoping, that my Brother's Inftigations may not 
rob an unhappy child of her Father.' 

This is the Anfwer, fent without fuperrcription,and 
unfealed, altho' by Betty Barnes, who delivered it with 
ao air, as if /he knew the contents. 

Wedntjday. 

T Write, perverfe girl ; but with all the indignation 
-^ that your difobedience dtferves. To dcilre to be 
forgiven a fault you own, and jci refoVi^ xo ^A^^tx^ 
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iD^ b a boldnefs, no more to be equalled, than pafTed 
oven It is my authority yoQ defy. Tour refiedtions 
upon a Brother, that is an honour to us all) dcferve 
my utmoft rcfcntment. I fee how light all Kelation- 
ihip fits upon yoiu The caitfe I guefs at^ too. I can- 
not bear the rciicAions that naturally arife from this 
confideration. Your behaviour to your too indulgent^- 
and too fond Mother — But, I have no patience — 
Continue banifhed from my prefeoce, undutiful as 

Jou are, till you know how to conform to my will, 
ngratef ul creature I Tour Letter but upbraids me for 
my paft indulgence. Write no more to me» till you 
can dHlinguiih better; and till you are convinced of 
your duty to 

Ajuftfy incenfed Father* 

This angry Letter w^s accompanied with one from 
BiT Mother^ unfealed« and uofuperfcribed alfo. Thofe 
wno take fo much pains to confederate every one 
agaiuft me, I make no doubt, obliged her to bear her 
teftimony againft the poor girl. 

Mv Mother's Letter bemg a repetition of fome qf 
the fevere things that paflcd between herfelf and mci 
of which 1 have already informed you« 1 (hall nQt 
need to give you the coments — Only thus far, that (he 
i8fo praifes my Brpther, and blames me for my frce^* 
doms with him. 

LETTER XXM: 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, 7o Mifs Howe^ 

Thurfday Morn. March 9. 

I Have another Letter from Mr. Lovelace, altho' I 
had not anfwered his former* 
This man, fome how or otheri knows every-thing 
that paiTes in our family. My confinement ; Hannak's^ 
difmifiion \ and more of the rcfentments and refolu* 
tJons ofmj Father 9 Uncles, and Brother) than 1 can 
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poffiblj know, and aimoil as foon as the thiDgs hap- 
pen, which he tells me of. He cannot come at thefc 
intelligences fairly. 

He IS exceffively uneafy upon what he hears; and 
hb expreffions both of Love to me, and Ref^ntment to 
them, are very fervent. He folicits me, ' To engage 
' my honour to him. Never to have Mr. Solmes.* 

I think I'may fairly promife him that [ will not. 

He begs,* That I will not think he. is endeavour* 

* jng to make to himfelf a merit at any man's ex- 

* pence, fince he hopes to obtain my favour on the 
' foot of his own \ nor that he feeks to intimidate me 

* into a coniideration for him. But decljires» that the 

' treatment he meets with from my family is of fuch ^ 

* a nature, that he is perpetually reproached for not 

* refentiog it ; and that as well by Lord M. and Lady 

* Sarah, and Lady Betty, as by all his other friends : 
<' And if he mnft have no hope from mc, he cannot 

* anfwer for what his defpnir will make him do/ 
Indeed, he fays, ' his relations, the Ladies particu- 

* larly, |adviie him to have recourfc to a legal remedy: * 
' But how, he aflcs, can a man of honour go to Law 
'for verbal abufes given by people intitled to wear 

« fwords?' 

You fee, my dear, that my Mother ieems as ap- 
prehenfive of mifchief as tnyfelf ; and has indireiily 
offered to let Shorey carry my Anfwer to the Letter 
he ieot me before. 

He is full of the favour of the Ladies of his family 
tome: To whom, neverthelefs, I am perfonally a 
Aranger ; except, that once I faw Mifs Patty Mon* 
tague at Mrs. Knollys*s. 

It is natural, I believe, for a perfon to be the more 
defirous of making new friends, in proportion as (he 
lofes the favour of old ones *. Yet had I rather appear 
amiable in the eyes of my own Relations, and in your 
eyes, than in thofe of all the world befides. — BoLtvbs& 
four Ladies of his family ha^e (uOx cx.cO\t.TkX Oid>.^- 
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i-after.% that .one cannot but wiih to be thouffht well 
of by tbtm. Cannot there be a way to fiadout by 
Mrs. Fortcfcue's incanf, or by Mr. Hickman, who has 
fome knowledge of Lord M. [covertly, however^ what 
their opinions are of the prefent iituatioB of ihings la 
our family ; and of the Hitle likelihood there is^ that 

• ever the alliance once approved of by them, can take 
efieft? 

I cannot, for my own part, think fo well of my« 
felf, as to imagine, that they can wi/h their Kinfman 
to perfevere in his views with regard to roe, through, 
fuch contempts and difcouragements. — Not that it 
would concern me, (hculd they advife him to the con- 
trary. By my Lord's figning Mr« Lovelace's former 
Letter ; by Mr. Lovelace's afTurances of the continued 
favour of all his Relations ; and by the report of others ; 
I fcem ftill to ftand.high in their favour: But, me- 
thinks, I fhould be glad to have this confirmed to 
me, as from themfelves, by the lips of an indifferent 
perfon ; and the rather, as they are known to put a 
value upon their alliance, becaufe of their fonune and 
family ; and take it amifs (as they have reafon) to be 
included by ours in the contempt thrown upon their 
Kinfman. 

Curic'fity at prefent is all my motive : Nor wiH 
there ever, I hope, be a Wronger, notwithflanding 
your queftionable ihroh — Iven were the merits of 
Mr. Lovelace much greater than they are* 

I HAVE anfwered his Letiers. If he takes me at my 
word, 1 Oiall need to be the lefs folicitous for the opi- 
nions of his Relations in my favour: And yet one 
wo\ild be glad to be well thought of by the worthy* 

This is the fubftance of my Letter: 

* I exprtfs my furprife at his knowing (and fo 

* early^ all that pafles here/ 

/ ahure him, * That were there not fuch a man in 
^ the world as himfelf , 1 w^\i\d tioxV^'st \IV\.^^\tncs.' 
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I- 

I tell him, 'That to return, as I underfland he does, 
defiances for defiances to my Relations, is far from 
being a proof ^ith me, either of his politenefs, or of 
the coafideration he pretends to have for me. 
* That the moment I hear he vifits anj of my 
friends without their confcnt, I will malte a refolu* 
tion never to fee him more, if I can help it,* 
I apprife him, ' That I am connived at in fending 
this Letcer (aitha* no one hasfeen the contents) pro- 
vided it fhall be the laft I will ever write to him z 
That I had more than once told him, that the Sin- 
gle Life was my choice ; and this before Mr. Solmes 
was introduced as a vifiter in our family : That Mr. 
Wyerley, and other gentlemen, knew it to be my 
choice, before himfelf was acquainted with any of 
V** That I had never been induced to receive a line 
from him on the fuhjeft, but that I thought he had 
oota£led ungenerouily by my Brother; and yet had 
not been fo hand fomely treated by my friends, as he 
might have expected : But that had he even my 
friends on his fide,I fhould have very great objections 
to him, were I to get over my choice of a Single 
Life, fo really prei^rable to me as it is ; and that I 
fliould have declared as much to him, had Ijregarded 
hidi as more than a common vifiter. On all thefe 
accounts, I define, that the one more Letter, which 
I will allow him to depofit in the ufual place, may 
be the very lafi ; and That only, to acquaint me 
wi(h his acquiefccnce that it fhall be fo ; at leafl till 
happier times.' 

This lafl I put in that he may not be quite defpe- 
rate. But if he take me at my word, I (hall be rid of 
one of my tormentors. 

I have promifed to lay before you all his Letters, 
and my Anfwers : I repeat the promife : And am the 
lefs fblicitous for that reafon, to amplify upon the con- 
tents of either. But I cannot too often cx^to!^\si:!| 
vcjiaiion, to be driven to fuch fttc\e)iv% aiti^i>S&^^\3\<>R»»* 
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here at homCy as oblige me to anfwer Letters (from 
a man I had not abfolutely intended to encourage, «id 
to whom I had really great objcAions) filled as his are 
with filch warm protcftationSy and written to me witk 
a fpirk of ezpcdtation. 

• For. my dear, you never knew fo bold a fnppofcr. 
As commentators find beauties in an author, to whicb 
the author perhaps was a ftranger ; fo he fometimes 
compliments me in high drains of gratitude for favours, 
and for a confidcration. which I never defigned him ; 
infomuch that I am frequently under a neceiBty of ex- 
plaining away the attributed goodntfs to him, which if 
I (hewed, I Ihould have the lefs opinion of myfelf. 

In (hort, my dear, like a reftifF horfe (as I have 
heard defcribcd by fportimen) be pains ooe*s hands, 
and half disjoints onc*s arms, to rein him in. And, 
when yoQ fee his Letters, you muft forffi no judgment 
opoo them, till you have read my Anfwers. If yon 
do, you will indeed think you have caule to attribute 
Jfy-dtcfit^ and ttroSs^ and giarofS to your friend — And 
yet, at other times, the contradidory creature com- 
plains, that I (hew him as little favour, and my friends 
as much inveteracy, as If in the Rencounter betwixt 
my Brother and him, he had been the aggrefibr ; and 
as gif the cataftropbe had been as fatal as it might 
have been. 

If he has 1 defign by this corducl (fometimes com- 
plaining of my ihyneis, at others exulting in my ima- 
ginaiT favours) to induce me at one time to acquiefce 
with his compliments ; at another, to be more com- 
pUif^nt for his complaints ; and if the contradi£Uon 
be not the e&A of his inattemioa and giddtneft ; I 
thAll think him as «^eep and as anful (too probably, is 
f^a^ftiJ) a creature, as ever lived : and were I to be 
lure ot it, ihould hate him, if poiSbic, wcne than I 
do Solaces. 

Bttt enough for the prttcnt of a crtatore €o very 
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LETTER XXVIL 

Mi/s Howe, To Mifs Clarissa Harlowk. 

Thurfday Nighty March 9. 

T Have no patience with any of the people you are 
w ith. I know not what to advife you to do. How 
^o you know, that you are not punishable for being 
thecaufe, tho'to your own lofs, that the Will of your 
Grandfather is not complied with ? — Wills are facred 
things, child. You fee, that they, only they, think 
fb, who imagine they fuffer by a Will, thro^ the diftinc- 
tion paid you in it. 

I allow of all your noble reafonings for what you 
did at the time : But (ince fuch a charming, fuch a 
generous inflasce of filial, duty is to go thus unre- 
warded, why fhould you not refume I 

Tour Grandfather knew the family^failing* He 
knew what a noble fpirit you had to do good. He 
faimfclf perhaps [Excufe me, my dear]] had done too 
little in his life-time ; and therefore he put it in your 
power to make up for the defeats of the whole family* 
Were it to me, I would refume it. Indeed I would. 
You will fay. You cannot do it, while you are with 
them. I don*t know that. Do you think they can 
ufe you worfe than they do ? And is it not your right f 
And do they not make ufe of your own generofity to 
opprefs you ? Your Uncle Harlowe is one Truftec ; 
your Couiin Morden is the other : Infift upon your 
right to your Uncle ; and write to your coufin Mor- 
den about it. This, I dare fay, will make them alter 
their behaviour to you. 

Your infolent Brpther-^what has he to do to con- 
tfoul you ?— Were it me [I wifti it were for one 
month, and no more] Td (hew him the difference. I 
would be in my own maniion, purfuing my chaxccvvcw*^ 
fchemes, and making all around me V\2l^^« \^<^vt\j^. 
fct up wr own chariot. 1 wou\d \\B3l v\vtisi '«>clci 
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"they deferved it. But when my Brother and Sifter 
gave themfelves airs, I would let them know, that I 
was their Sifter, and not their Serrant : And, if that 
did AOt do, I would fliut my gates againft them ; and 
bid them go, and be company for each other. 

it muft be confiefled, however, that this Brother 

and Sifter of yours, judging as fuch narrow fpirits will 

ever judge, have fome reafon for treating you as they 

.do. ?Irrmuft have long been a mortification to them 

(fet difappointed^Leve on'her£def and Avarice on 

•bis, out of thequeftion) to be fo much ecHpfed by a 

younger Sifter. Such a Sun in a family, where there 

are none but faint cwinklers, how could they bear it ! 

Why, my dear, they muft look upon you as a prodigy 

among them s And prodigies, you know, tho' they 

obtain our Admiration, never attra£t our Love. The 

^liftance between you and ihem is immenfe. Their 

eyes ake to look up at you. What fhades does your 

full day of merit caft upon them ! Can you wonder 

hen, that they fhould embrace the firft opportunity 

that offered, to endeavour to bring you down to their 

ievel ? 

Depend upon it, my dear, you will have more of 
It, and more ftill, as you bear it. 

As to this odious Solmes, I wonder not at your 
averiion to him. It is needlefs to fay any-tking to you, 
who have fo fincere an antipathy to him, to ftrengthen 
your diflike : Yet, who can rcfift her own talents ? 
One of mine, ' as I have heretofore faid, is to give an 
«gly likencfs. Shall, I indulge it ? — I will. And the ra- 
ther, as, in doing fo, you will have my opinion in 
juftification of your Averfion to him, and in appro- 
bation of a fteadinefs that I ever admired and muft for 
ever approve of in your temper. 

^ I was twice in this wretch's company. At one of 

^ the times your Lovelace was there. I need not 

* mention to you» who have fuch a pretty curtqfityt 

^ (tbo* at prcfcnt, only a tuxvofity^ you know) the 

^ an/peakablc difference. * Lswc- 
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^ Lovelace entertained the company in his lively 
' gay way, and made every-body laugh at one of his 

* Stories. It was before this creature was thought of 
' for you. Solmes laughed too. It was^ however^ 
^ his laugh : For his firft three years, at lead, I ima- 

* ginc, mud have been one continual fit of crying ; 

* and his mufdes have never yet been able to recover 

* a rifible tone* His very fmile 1 Tou never faw him 
' fmile, I believe ; never at leaft gave him caufe to 

* fmile] is fo little natural to his features, that it ap- 

< pears in him as hideous as the grin of a man ia 
' malice. 

* I took great notice of him^ as I do of all the noble 

* Lords of the creation, in their peculiarities ; and 

< was difguded, nay, fhocked at him, even then. I 

* was glad, I remember, on that particular occafioo, to 

* fee his Itraoge features recovering their natural 

* gloominefs ; tho' they did this but flowly, as if the 

* mufcles which contributed to his diftortiops, had 

* turned upon rufty fprings. 
^ W hat a dreadful thing muft even the Love of fuch 
a Hulband be ! For my part, were I his Wife ! (But 
what have I done to myfelf, to make but fuch a 
fuppofition) I ihould never have comfort but in his 
abfence, or when I was quarrelling with him. A 
fplenetic woman, who muft have fomebody to find 
fault withy might indeed be brought to endure fuch 
a wretch : The fight of him would always furnifh 
out the occafion, and all her fervants, for that rea- 
fon, and for That only, would have caufe to blefs 
their maficr. But how grievous and apprehenfive 
a thisg muft it be for his wife, had (he the leaft dc- 

?|ree of delicacy, to catch herfclf in having done 
omething to oblige him ? 

■ So much for his peifon : As to the other half of 
him, he is f^id to be an infinuating, creeping mortal, 
to any -body he hopes to be a gainer by : Ack Wl^^ 
' lent, over bearing one, where V*e Yi;ia vtfi^>^Ock V\tNB% % 
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And is not this thf genuine fpirit of meannefs ? He 
h rqpK>rted to be fpiteful and maliciour* even to the 
whole farriUy of any iingle perfbn who has once dif- 
obliged him ; and to his own relations moft of all. I 
am told, that they are none of them fuch wretches 
as himfelf. This may be one reafon why he is for 
difinheriting diem. 

* My Kicty^ from one of his domeftics, tells me» 

that his tenants hate him : And that he never had a 

fervant who fpoke well of him. Vilely fufpicious of 

their wronging him (probably from the badnefi of 

his own heart) he is always changing. 

^ His pockets, they fay, are continually crammed 

with keys : So that when he would treat a gueft (A 

friind he has not out of your £imily) he is half as 

long puzzling 'mUch is which^ as his niggardly treat 

might be concluded in. And if ic be witoe, he always 

fetches it himfelf. Nor has he much trouble in doing 

fo ; for he has a very few vifiters — only tho(e, whom 

builnefs or neceffity brings: For a gentleman, who 

can help it, would rather be benighted, than put up 

at his houfe.* 

Tet this is the man they have found out (for con- 

fiderations as fordid as thofe he is governed by) for a 

Hufband, that is to fay, for a Lord and Matter^ for 

Mifs Clarifla Harlowe ! 

But perhaps, he may not be quite fo miferable as 
he is reprefented. Charadters extremely good, or ex- 
tremely bad, are feldom juftly given. Favour for a 
perfon will exalt the one, as disfavour will fink the 
cither. But your Uncle Antony has told my Mother, 
who obje£ted to his covetoufnefs, that it was intended 
to tie him up, as he called it, to your own terms ; which 
would be with a hempen, rather than a m<itrin[ionial 
cord, I dare fay. But, is not this a plain indicauoo, 
that even his own recommenders think him a mean 
creature ; and that he muft be articled with — perhaps 
^or nec£/piries ? But enough, 2lu4. \oq miich^ of fuch 
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a wretch as this ! — ^Yoii muft not have hitn, my dear 
— ^That I am clear in — tho' not fo clear, how you 
will be able to avoid it, except you aflert the inde* 
peikleDce to which your Edate gives you a title. 

^^ '^ . 

Hkre my Mother broke in upon me. She wanted 
to fee what I had written. I was filly enough to read 
Solmes's charafter to her. 

She owned, that the man was not the moO defirabfe^ 
of men ; and that he had not the happteft appearance: 
But what^ faid fhe^ is per/on in a man ? And I was 
chidden ^or fetting you againft complying with your 
Father's will. Then followed a lefturc upon the pre- 
ference to be given in favour of a man who took care 
to difcharge all his obligations to the worlds and to 
keep atl together, in oppofition to a fpendthrift or pro* 
ftigate : A frmtful AibjeA you know, whether any 
particulaF perfou t>e meant by it, or not.^ 

Why will thcfc wife Parents, by faying too much? 
againft the perlbns they diflike, put one upon defending. 
them ? Lovelace is not a fpendthrift ; owes not obliga* 
ttons to the world ; though, I doubt not, profligate 
enough. Then, putting one upon doing fuch but 
common juitice, we muft needs be prepolTeucd, truly f 
—And fo perhaps we are put upon Curiojities firft, that 
is to fay, how fuch a one or his frienas may think of 
one :— -And then, but too probably, comes in a di^ 
flinguiihing preference, or Ibmetbiug that looks ex* 
ceediogly like it. 

My Mpther charged me at lafl, to write that Me 
aver again — But excufe me, my good Mamma ! I 
would not have the character loft upon any confider-' 
aik>ii. ; fince my vein ran freely into it : And 1 never 
wrote to pleafe myfelf, but 1 pieafed you. A very 
good reafon why-— We have but one mind betweea^ 
us— Only^ that fametimes you are a little too s^'^k,^ 
iDCthiaks ; I, no doubr> a little too &\^^%qx vc^ ^^\>:c; 

Ix. -^^ 



J74 ^^ History dJ Vol. i. 

This difference in our tempers, however, is pro- 
bably the reafon that we love one another >& well, that 
in the words of Norris, no third Love can come in 
betwixt. Since each, in the other's eye, ha?ing fome« 
thing amifs, and each loving the other well enough to 
bear being told of it (and the rather perhaps as neither 
wilhes to mend it) ; this takes off a good -deal from 
that rivalry which might encourage a little (if not a 
great deal) of that latent Spleen, which in time might 
rife into Envy, and That into Ill-wil). So, . my dear, 
if This be the cafe, let each keep her fault, and much 
good may do her with it, fays I : For there is Confti- 
tution in both to plead for it : And what an Hero or 
Heroine muft he or Ihe be, who can conquer a Con- 
ftitutional fault ^ Let it be Avarice^ as in fome I dare 
not name : Let it be Gravity ^ as in my heft friend : Or 
let it be Flippancy, as in — I need not fay whom. 

It is proper to acquaint you, that I was obliged to 
comply with my Mother*s Curiojity [My Mother has 
her fhare, her JuU (hare, of Curiojity^ my dear] and • 
to let her fee here-and- there fome paffages in your 
Letters — 

I am broken in upon — But I will tell you by-and- 
by what paffed between my Mother and me on this 
occafiun — And the rather, as fhe had her GiRL, her 
favourite Hickman, and your Lovelace, all at 
once in her eye^ in her part of the converfation. 

Thus it was. 

* I cannot but think, Nancy, faid flie, after all, that 

there is a little hardfhip in Mifs Harlowe's cafe : 

And yet (as her Mother fays) it is a grating thing to 

have a child, who was always noted for her duty in 

^ /mailer points, to ftand in oppofition to her parents 

^ ^ill» in tht greater ; yea, in ihe greateft of all. And 

^ DOW, to middle the matter between both, it is pity. 

^ '-oat (1,^ jjj^^ ^/jgy fi^^Q^Y has not that fort of «ierit 

^hicix SI pcrfon of a miud fo iitXv^^Xft ^& x^EvavcjS W& 
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* Harlowe might rcafonably expert in a Hufband. — 
' Hut then, this man is furelj preferable to a Libertine : 

* To a Libertine too> who has had a duel with her 
< own Brother : Fathers ithd Mothers muft think fo, 

* were it not for chat cfrcumftance — And it is firange 

♦ if they do not kpew beft.' 

And fo th^mud, thought I, from their experience, 
if no little airtjr views give them alfo that prepofleffion 
in one man's favour* which they are foapt to cenfure 
their Daughters for having in another's — And if» as I 
may add in your cafe, thev have no creeping» old» 
mufty UncFe Antony's to itreogthen their prepoflef' 
fioQS, as he does my Mother's — Poor, creeping, po- 
fitive foul, what has fuch an> old- Bachelor as he to doy 
to prate about the Duties of Children to Parents ; un- 
lefs he had a notion that Parents- owe fome to their 
Children ? But your Mother, by her indolent meek- 
nefs» let me call it, has fpoiled all the three Brothers* 

' But you fee, child, proceeded my Mother, what a 
' difierent behaviour Minb is to You. I recommend. 
' to you one of the fbberefk^ jet poUteft, mea io^ 

• England — * 

I think little of my Moihcr*» poBtefl^ my dear. She 
judges of honeft Hickman for her Daughter, as fhe 
would have done, 1 fuppofe, . twenty years ago, for 
ier/eiT. 

' Of a good family, continued my Mother ; a fine, 
< clear, and improving Eftate [A prime coniideratioa 
' with my Mother, as well as with fome other folks, 

• whom you koowj : And I beg and I pray you to en- 
' jcourage him : At lead:, not to ufe him the wor/e^ 

* for his being fo obfequious to you.* 

Tcs indeed ! To ufe him kindly, that he may treat . 
me familiarly — But diftance to the men-wretches is • 
beft — I fay. 

« Yet all will hardly prevail upon you to do as l\ 

• would have you. What would ^oulvj^ hiw^ Vx^^ 

I 4 * vx*»s 
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* treat you as Mifs Howe*s Father and Mother trca^ 

* her ? 

* What would I fayy Madam! — That's cafily an- 
^ fwercd. I Would yaj^ nothing. Can you. think fuch 
« ufage, and to inch a young Lady, is to be borne ? 

* Come, come» Nancy, be not fo hafty : You have 
' heard but one fide ; and that there is more to be faid 

* i^ plain, by your reading to me but parts of her 

* Letters. They arc her Parents. Tlyey muft know 
^ beft. Mi(s Harlowe, as fine a child as (he is^ muft 

* have done fomething, muft have faid fomething 
< (You know how they loved her) to make them treat 

* her thus. 

* But 'Hjhe fliiould be blamelefs, Madam, how does 

* your own ftjppofition condemn them .^' 

Then came up Solmes's great Edate ; his good ma- 
nagement of it — * A little too near indeed/ was the 
word! — {0 how money'iovers^ thought I, will paltiatef 
Yet my Mother is a princels in fpirit to this Solmes I] 
' What ftrange efFcAs, added ftic, have Prepoflcffion 
^ and Love upon young Ladies !' 

I don't know how it is, my dear ; but people take 
high delight in finding out folks in Love. Curiofity 
tegets Curiofity : I believe that's the thing. 

She proceeded to praile Mr. Lovelace's perfon, and 
his qualifications natural and acquired : But then (he 
would judge as Mothers will judge, and as Daughters 
are very loth to judge :—Buf could fay nothing in an- 
fwer to your offer of living fingie ; and breaking with 
him — if — it — [three or four If*s (he made of on^good 
one. It] that could be depended on. 

But ftill obedience without rejerve, reafon what I will, 
is the burden oi: my Mother's fong 2 And This, ior 
my fake, as well as for yours ^ 

I muft needs fay, that I think duty to Parents is a 

Tery meritorious excellc nee ; But I blefs God have 

jior ;^our nials. We can all be good when wc have. 

mo tcojputioD. nor provocax\oi^\o xVia c^tii^tary ; — But 

few 
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feyfr young pcrfons (who can help themfelves too a9 
you can) would bear what you bear. 

I will now mention all that is upon my mind, in rela- 
tion to the behaviour of your Father and Uncles^ and 
the reft ofthem^ becaufe I would not offend you : But 
I have now a higher opinion of my own fagacity* 
than ever I had, in that I could never cordially love 
any one of your family but yourfelf. I am not bom- 
to like them* But it is my duty to be fincere to my 
friend : And this will excufe her Anna Howe to Mii$> 
Clanffa Harlowe. 

I ought indeed to have excepted'your Mbther,; a' 
Lady to be reverenced ; and now to be pitied. What 
muft have been her treatment,, to be thus fubjugared^ . 
at I may^call it \ Little did the good old Vifcount think,, 
when he married his darling, .his only Daughter to fo 
well appearing^a gentleman, ,and to her own l]kif)g too, 
that {he would have been fo much kept down. An- 
other would call your Father a Tyrant, if I muft not : 
All the vrorld that know him,^ ^ call him fo ; and if 
you love your Mother; you fhould not be very angry 
at the world for taking that liberty. 

Yet, after all,. I cannot help thinkitig, . that ihe is 
the lefs to be pitied,, asfhe may be faid (be the Gout, . 
or what will, the occafion of bis morofenefs) to have 
long behaved unworthy c£her birth and fine qiualities, 
in yielding fo much as (he yields to encroachibg fpirits 
I^You may confine the refl<:ftion to your Brother, if it 
will paifi you to extend it^ ; and This for the fake of 
preferving a temporary peace to herfclf ; which was 
the lefs worth endeavouring to preferve, as it always 
produced a ftrength in the will of others, and was fol< 
lowed by a weaknefs in her own, which jubje£led her 
to an arbitrarintfs that of cou*fe grew, and became 
eftablifhed, upon her patience^ — And now to give up 
the moft deferving of her chifdren (^gainft her judg- 
ment) a facrifice to the ambition and Ve\&&wcxt.^^ <;^^\Xv.^ 
leaft defervirrf / — ^But I fly from tbis tvi5ajc&r— Vvi\vi^> 

I 5 \H.^^^> 
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1 fear, faid too much to be forgiven — and yet much 
lefs than is in mj heart to fay upon the ovcr>meek 
fubjcA. 

Mr Hickman is expeAed from London this even* 
ing. I have defircd him to inquire after Lovelace's 
life and converfation in town. If he has not inquired. 
I ihail be very angry with him. Don't expcA a very 
good account of either. He is certainly an intriguing 
wretch, and full of inventions. 

Upon my word, I moft heartily defpife that Sex \ I 
wtfh they would let our Fathers and Mothers alone ; 
teazing them to teaze us with their golden promifcs, 
and proteftationsy and fettlements, and the reft of their 
oftentatious non(enfe* How charmingly might you 
and I live together^ and defpife them all I — But to be 
cajoled* wure-drawn, and enfnaredj^ like filly birds, into 
a ftate of boadage,^ or vile fubordination : To be 
courted as Frincenes for a few weeks, io order to be 
treated as Slaves for the reft of out lives — ^Indeed, my 
dear, as you lay of Solmes» I cannot endure them !r— 
But for your relations [J^runds no more will I call them, 
nnwortby as they are eveaof the other name [}. to take 
fucb a wretch's price as That ; and to the cutting ott 
all reverfions from his own family I — How muft^ a 
mind but commonly juft refift fuch a meafiure I 

Mr.. Hickman fliall found Lord M. upon the fubjeft 
'you recommend*. But beforehand, I can tell you what 
he and what his Sifters will fay, when they are founds 
ed. Who would not be proud of fuch a relation as 
Mifs Clariila Harlowe ? — Mrs. Fortefcue told jne, that 
they are all your very great admirers.. 

If I have not been clear enough in my advice about 
what you fhall do, let me fay, that I can give it in 
one word: It is only by by re-urging you to KfisuiL£«. 
If you do, all the reft will follow.. 

We are told here,. th<it Mrs. Norton,, as- well as 

your Aunt Hervey, hiis given her opinion, on the im." 

//u// Jidc of the <^ucflion. U (he can thinkj, chat the 
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part {he has had in your education, and your ovrn ad« 
mirable talents and acquirements, are to be thrown 
a.way upon fuch a worthlefs creature as Solmes, I 
could heartily quarrel with ber.^ You may think I 
fay this tu Icflcn your regard for. the |^ood . woman. . 
And perhaps not wholly without caufb^ if you do. 
For, to own the truth,. methinks, I don't love her 
£6 well as I ihould do^ did you love her lb apparently 
lefs, . that I could be out • of ^ doubt, that jou Jove^nCw 
better. 

Your Mother tells you, * That you will have • 

* great trials : That you are under your Father's Jif" 
^'cipUne* — The word is enough for me to defpife 
them who give occaiion for itsufe.-r— *- That it is out 

* of her- power to help you.l' And again : ' That 
'if you have any favour to hope for, it muft be by 

* * the mediation of your Uncles.'. I fuppofe you will ' 
write to the Oddities, iioce you are forbid to iee them •■ 
— But. can it be^.thatTuch a Lady, fuch. a Sifter, fuch 
a- Wife, fuch a Mother, hai no iafluence in her own 
family? Who, indeed,. as you.fay» if this be fo, would 
marry, that can live . fingle ? My choler is again 
beginning ta rife* Resume, my dear: — And that 
Hall. I will give myfelf time to fay further, left I : 
offend you wheA.I cannot ferve ypur—Only this, that.^ 
L^m. 

Tour. truly affeBionatt FrUnd and Servant, 

Aki^a Howe. . 

LETTER XXVIIi; 

Jlfj/i-CLARi&sA HA&L0WB9 Tq Mifs Howe, . 

Friday, March 10. 

YOU will permit me, ray dear, to- touch- upon a 
few pai&ges in your laflLetten that affe^ me^ 
TenfiWy^ . 

In the firft ' place, you muft allow me to fay, lavr^ 
u l4un^ui fpirits, that I am vtry atvwf mCCL ^w. ic^^ 

16 - ^'^^ 
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your refl-ftions od my relations^ particqiarly on my 
Father and Mother^ and on the memory of my Qrand- 
fathen Nor, my dear, docs your ovjn. Mother al- 
ways efcape the keen edge of your vivacity. One can- 
no' one's ^y forbear to write or fpeak freely of thbfe 
wt love and honour, when grief from imagined hard 
treatment wrings the heart : But it goes againft one 
to hear any-body ^{c take the fame liberties; Then 
you have fo very ftrong a manner of cxpreffion where 
you take a didade, that when paffion has fubfidedj^ 
and I come (upon reflection) to (<;e by ymr feverity 
what I have given occafion for, I cannot' help con«» 
demniog myielf. 

But leaft of all can I bear that you (hould rcfleft upoa 
my Mother. What, my dear, if her meeknefs (hould 
not be rewarded? Is the want of reward, or the 
want even of a grateful acknowledgment, a reaibo 
for us to difpenPe with what we think our duty ? They 
were my Father's lively fpirit^ that firft made ihim an 
iotereft in her gentle bofom.. They were the fame 
fpirits turned inward, as I have heretofore obferved 
(«}, that made hitn fo impatient when the cruel mala- 
dy f&ized him* He always loved my Mother : And 
would not Love and Pitt, excuJaUyy nay laudably^ 
make a good Wife (who was an hourly witnefs of 
bis pangs, when labouring under a paroxyfm, and 
his patoxyfms becoming more and more frequent,, as. 
well as more and more fevere) give up her own will, 
her own likings, to oblige a hufband, thus affltfted, 
whofe love for her was unqueflionable \ — And if fo,. 
was it not too natural [Human nature is not perfeA, 
my dear] that the Hufband thus humoured by the 
Wife, fhould be unable to bear controul from any- 
body elfe? much leis contradiAion from his chil* 
dreo ? 

If then you would avoid my higheft difpleaf\;u*«^ 
you muft fpare my Mother : And, furely, you will 

mow 
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allow me, with her» to pity, as well as to love and 
honour my Father. 

I have no friend but you to whom I can appeal, te 
whom I dare complain. Unhappily circumftanced as 
I am, it is but too probable that I /&a// complain, be--^ 
caufe it is but too probable thatl fhall have more and 
more caufe given me /or complaint. But be it your 
part, if I do^ to iboth my angry paffion3>, and to 
foften my refentments ; and this the rather, asyou 
know what an influence your advice has upon me ; 
and as you 0K4/? alfo know^ what the freedoms you 
take with my friends,, can have no other tendency^ 
but to weaken the fenfe of my duty to them^ without 
anfwering any good end to myfelf» 

I cannot help owning, however,, that I am p1eafed> 
to have you join with me in opinion of the contempt 
which Mr. Solmes deferves from me. Bur yet, per- 
mit me to fay, that he is nor quits^ fo horrible a crea- 
ture 9s you make him : As ro his Per/on^ I mean; for 
with regard to his Mind,, by all I have heard, you 
have done hitn but juftice : But you have Aich a ta- 
lent at an ugly likenefs, and fuch a vivacity, that they 
fometimes carry you out of verifimilitude. In (hoTty 
my dear, I have known you^ in more inftances than 
one^ fit down rcfelved to write all that wit, rather 
than flric^ juftice, could fuggeft upoa the given occa- 
fion.. Perhaps it may be thoughr, that I (hould fay 
the leis on this particular fubjed, becauie your diflike 
of him ri&s from love to me : But (hould it not be 
our aim to judge of ourfelves,.and of every-thing that 
affe£b us, as we may reafbnably imagine other people 
would judge of us, and of our anions ^ 

As to the advice you give^^ to refume my Eftate, 
I am determined not to litigate with my Father, let 
what will be the confequence to myf^lf. I may give 
jovLr at another tiin?, a more particular anfwer to 
your reafoaings on this fabje£b : Bur, at prefenf^^ will 
au^ oblerve^ that it is my opimou^ ti^ V^^cv^^^ 
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himfelf would hardly think me worth addrei£og» were 
he to know this to be mj refolution. Thefe Men, mj 
dear, with all their flatteries, look forward to the 
Permanent. Indeed, it is fit they fliould. For 
Love muft be a very foolifh thing to look back upon, 
when it has brought perfons born to aflSlueuce into 
indigence, and laid a generous mind under obligation 
and dependence. 

Tou very ingenioufly account for the Love we bear 
to one another, from the diferenet in our tempers. ■ 
I own, I (hould not have thought of That. . There 
may p«ffibly be fomething in it : But whether there 
be, or not, whenever I am cool, and give myftlf 
time to refleA, I. will love you the better for the cor- 
re£Uon you givemc, be as fevere as you will upon, 
me. Spare me not therefore, my -dear friend^ .when- 
ever you think me in the leaft faulty. 1. love your 
agreeable raillery : Tou know I always* did : Nor, 
however 6vrr-ferious you think nae,. did I ever think 
you flippanty as you hardily call it. One of the firft 
conditions of our mutual friendlhip was^ . that each 
fhould fay or write to the other whatever was upon 
her mind,.without any offence to be taken: A con-e- 
dition, that isindeed indifpenfible in friendihip*. 

I knew your Mother would be for implicit obe- 
dience in a child. I am forry my cafe is lo circum*- 
fianced, that I cannot comply.. It would be my 
duty to do fo,Jf I could. Tou are indeed very 
happy, that you have nothing bat your own agree- 
able,, yet whimfical, humours to contend with, la 
the choice (he invites you to make of Mr. Hickman. . 
How happy fhould I be, to be treated with fo much 
lenity ! — I (hould blufh to have my Mother fay„ that. 
file begged and prayed me, and all in vain, to cncoa* 
rage a man fo unexceptionable as Mr. Hickioaan. 

Indeed, my beloved Mifs Huwe, I am a(haffled to- 

bavc your Morher fa^,. wiih Me in her view, * What 

/ Grange effects have piei^Qc^oix %sA Love upoa 
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^ young creatures of our Sex !' This tooches me the 
more fenfibly^ becaufe jou yourfelf^ my dear^ arefo 
ready to perfuade me into it. 

I (hould be very bUmeable to endeavour to hide 
any the leaft bias upon my mind« from you : And I 
cannot but fay — that this man — this Lovelace— is a 
man that might be liked well enough, if he bore fuch 
a character as Mr^ Hickman bears : and even if there 
were hopes of reclaiming him. And further fiill I wilt 
acknowledge, that I believe it poffible that one might 
be driven^ by violent meafures, (lep by ftep» as it 
were, into fonMthing that might be called-*-! don't 
know what to call it—- A conAtienal kind of liking ^ 
or fo» But as to the word Lote — juftifiable and 
charming as it is in £bme cafi^s (that is to fay, in all 
the relative, in all the /oeialy-tLndy what is^^ ftill be- 
yond iotb, jn all our /uperior duties, in which it may- 
be properly called divine) ; it has, methinks, in the 
narrow,, ciscumfcribed,fe{fi(b, peculiar fenfe^ in whichr 
you apply it to me ((he man too fo little to-be approved 
o£ for his morals^ if all that report fays of him be-- 
true) no pretty found with it. Treat me as freely 
as you will in all other refpefts,. I w\\\ love you, as I 
have faid, the better for your friendly freedom ; Bu^ 
mcthinks,. I could he glad, that you would not lee 
this imputation pafs & glibly from your pen» or yaurt 
tips^ as attributable to one oi your ovmSex, whether / 
'jc the perfon or not : Since the other muft have » 
huUe triumph, when a perfon of your delicacy (armed 
rith fuch contempts of them all, as you would have 
ne think) can give up- a friend, with an exultation 
?cr her weaknefs, as a filly, love-fick creature !. 
I could make forac other obfervations upon the 
stents of your lall two letters ; b«i ^7 "?'^d is 
t free enough at prefent. The occafions for the 
iv« ftuck with me ^ and I could not help taking the 
licft notice of them. 

wruicn to the end o£ lai Vcwx^^ ^w^v X 
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will dofe this Letter, and in oiy n^t acquaint yoa 
with all that has happened here fince my laft. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Mifs Claerxssa Harlowe,.?!? Mifi Howe. 

Saturday^ March fi. 

T H A V E had fuch taunting meiTages^ and fuck 
^ repeated avowals of ill ofBcet» brought me from 
my brother and fifter,^ if I do not comply with their 
wills (delivered, too^ with provoking faucinefs by 
Betty Barnes) that I have thought it proper, before I 
entered upon my intended addreis to my Uncles, in 
purfuance of the hint given me in my Mother's Let* 
ter, to expoftulate a little with thinu But I have 
done it in fuch a manner^ as will give you (if you 
pleaie to take it a»you have done fome parts of mjF- 
former Lcturs) great advantage ovtr me.^ In fliorr^ 
jeu will have more caufe than ever, to declare me 
nr gone in Love, if my reafons for the change of 
my ftyk in thtfe Letters, with regard to Mr. Love- 
lace, do not engage your more favourable opinion.—- 
For I have thought proper to give them their own< 
way ; and,, iince they will have ic, that 1 have a pre* 
ferable regard for Mr. Lovelace, I give them caufe 
rather to confirm their opinion than doubt it.- 
. Thefe are my reafons in brief,^ for the alteration o£ 

In the firft place, they have grounded their prin« 
dpal argument for my compliance with their wil]>. 
upon my acknowledgment that my heart is free ; and 
fo, ftippofing 1 give up no preferable perfon,. my op- 
portion has the look of dos^^nright (obftinacy in their 
eyes ; and ihey argue, that, at worft, my averfion to 
Solmes is an averfion'thac may be ealily furmounred, 
and ought to be furmounred in diiiy to my Fatherj 
and for the promotion or iamily-views. 
Ncxr^ altho' they build upou \bSs ^I^^xml&ut tn order 
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to iilence me, they feem not to believe me, but treat 
me as difgracefully, as if I were in love with one of 
my Father's footmen : — So that my conditional will- 
ingnefs to give up Mr. Lovelace has procured me no 
favour. 

In the next place, I cannot but think, that my 
Brother's antipathy to Mr. Lovelace is far from being 
well-grounded: The man's inordinate paflion for the 
Sex is the crime that is always rung in my ears : And 
a vciy great one it is : But, does my Brother recrimi 
nate upon him thus in love to me ? — No — His whole 
behaviour (hews me» that That is not his principal 
motive, and that he thinks me rather in his way than 
otherwifc. . 

It is then the call of juftice, as I may fay. to fpeak 
a little in favour of a man, who* altho' provoked by 
my Brother, did not do him all the miichief he could 
have done him, and which my Brother had endea- 
voured to do him. It might not be amifs therefore^ I 
thought, to alarm them a little with an apprehenilon^ 
that the methods they are taking with me are the 
Tery reverfe of thofe they Jbouid take to anfwer the. 
end they defign by them. And after all, what is the 
compliment 1 make Mr. Lovelace, if I alUm it to be 
thought^ that I do really prefer him to fuch a man as 
him they terrify me with ? Then, my Mifs Howe 
[concluded I] accufes me of a tamcoefs which fubjeAs. 
me to iniults from my Brother : I will keep that 
dear frieod in my eye ; and for all thefe confidera- 
tions, try what \ litde of her fpirit will do — fit it ever 
fo aukwardly upon me. 

in this way of thinking, I wrote to my Brother and 
Sifter. This is my .Letter to hicn. 

nr Reatcd as I am treated, and, in a great meafure^ 
-^ if not wholly^ by your iniligations^ Brother, you 
Siu ft permit mc to txpoftuiate with you upon the ac- 
cafioo. It is not my intenti§n to diC^Xeale ^^u vcw nr\^x. 
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I am going to write : And yet I muft deal freely with^ 
you. The occafion calls for ir. 

And permit me, in the firft place, to remind you. 
That I am your Sifter ; and not your Servant ; and 
that, therefore, the bitter revilings and paffionate lan- 
guage brought me from you, upon an occafion in 
which you have no reafon to prefcribe to me, are nei- 
ther worthy of my character to bear, nor of yours to 
offer. 

Put the cafcj that I were to marry the man you 
diflike :' and that he were not to make a polite or un- 
der Hufband, Is that a reafon for you to be an unpo- 
lite and difobliging Brother ? — Why muft you^ Sir, 
anticipate my misfortunes, were fuch a cafe to hap- 
pen ? — Let me tell you plainly, that the man who 
could treat me a« a Wife^ worfe than you of late 
have treated me as a Sifter ^ muft be a barbarous num 
iiideed. 

Alk yourfelf, I pray you. Sir, If you would thus 
have treated your Sifter Bella, had /be thought fit to 
receive the addrefles of the man fo much hated by 
you ?— If not^. let me caution you, my Brother, not 
to take your meafures by what you think will be bomif 
knt rather by what ought to be offered. 

How ^ovXAyou take it, if you had a Brother, 
who, in a like cafe, were to ^St by you^ as you do 
by me ^ — Tou cannot but remember what a Laco- 
nic anfwer you gave even to my Father, who re- 
commended to you Mifs Nelly D'OWj'^Tou did not 
like her, were your words : And that was thought 
fufficient. 

You muft needs think, that I cannot but know to 
whom to attribute my difgraces, when i recollect my 
Father's indulgence to me, in permitting me to de- 
cline feveral offers; and to whom, that a common 
caufe is endeavoured to be made, in fav6ur of a man 
irhofeperfon and manners are more exceptionable than 
tbo/e of any of the geuiVtmcu\Yi».'st^^^ ^emitted 
io rcfufs. ' ^ ^'Stt 
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I offer not to compare the two men together : No^ 
IS there indeed the ieaft comparifon to bis made be- 
tween them. All the difference to the <me*s difad- 
vantage, if I did, is but in one point — Of the greateft 
Importance^ indeed — But to whom of mqft import- 
ance ? — To myfelf^ furely* were I to encourage his 
application : — Of the leaft to you. Ncverthelefs, if 
yoQ-do not, by your Arange politics, unite that man 
and me as joint-fufferers in one caufe, you (hall find 
me as much refolved to renounce him, as I am to 
refiife the other. I have made an overture to this 
purpofe : I hope you will not give me reafon to con- 
firm my apprehenfions, that it will be owing to you if 
it be not accepted. 

It is a fad thing to have it to fay, without being 
confcious of ever having giving you caufe of offence^ 
that I have in ym a Brother* but not a Friend. 
- Perhaps you will not condefcend to enter into the 
reafons of your late and prefent conduA with a foolifh 
Sifter. But if po/itene/s, tf civi/ity, be not due to 
that character, and to my Sex, juftice is. 

'Let me take the liberty further toobferve, that the 
principal end of a young Man's education at the Uai**' 
verfity, is, to learn him to reafon jtt^ly» and to fub* 
due the violence of his paffions. I hope, Brother* 
that you will not give room for any-body who knows 
us both, to conclude, that the Toilette has taught 
the one more of the latter doArine* than the Uni- 
verlity has taught the other, 1 am truW forry to have 
caufe to fay, that I have heard it ofccA remarked^ 
that 'your uncontrouled paffions are not a credit to 
your liberal education. 

I hope» Sip, that you will excufe the freedom I 
have taken with you : You have given nft too much 
reafon for it, and you have taken much greater with 
me* 'Without Itafon ^-*fo, if you arc ofiended, ought to 
look at the caufe, and not at the effe& -.-— ' VV^t.^ t?b^ 
amininy jourtel£g that caufe wiU cea£«« ^iSk^^'t't^ ^^ 
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not be any-where a more accompU(h;;:d gentleman 
than my Brother. 

Siftcrly affeftion, I do aflureyou, Sir, (unkindly as 
you have ufcd me)^ and not the pertnefs which of late 
you have been fo apt to impute to me, is my motive 
in this hint. Let mc invoke your returning kindnefs^ 
my (mly Brother I And give me caufe I btfeech you, 
to call you my campajftmating friend* For I am, 
and ever will be. 

Tour effe£lionate Sifter, 

Clarissa Harlowx* 

This is my Brother's Anfwer. 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

IKnow, there will be no end of your impertiaent 
fcribble, if I don't write to you. I write there* 
fore : But, without entering into argument with Aich 
a conceited and pert preacher and queftioner, it is, to 
forbid you to plague me with your quaint nonfenie* 
I. know not what Wit in a woman is good for, but to 
make her over* value herfelf, and dilpiie every other 
perion. Yours, Mifs Pert, has fet you above your 
duty, and above being taught or prefi.ribed to, either 
by Parents, or any-body elft — But go on, Mifs: 
your mortification will be the greater ; That's all, 
child. It JhaUf I aiTure you, if I can inake it fo, fo 
long as you prefdr that villainous Lovelace (who is 
juHly huted by all your family) to every-body. Wc 
fee by your Letter now (what we too jullly fufpe&cd 
before) mod evidently we fee, the hold he has got 
•f your forward heart. But the Wronger the hojd, 
the greater muft be the force (and you fhaU have 
enough of that) to tear fuch a mifcreant from it. In- 
|»c. notwithftandiug your fancy lefturitu, »nd your 
"ucj reflections before, you are fure of a Friend, as 
wcu as of a Brother^ iS U W n^ ^^^ wia. fault. 
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But if you will dill think of fuch a wretch as that 
Lovelace, never expe£l either Friend or Brother in 

Ja. Ha&lowe. 

I vriU now give you a copy of my Letter to my 
Sifter J with her Anfwer. 

TN what, my dear Sifter, have I offended you, that 
-■■ inftead of endeavouring to foften my Father's an- 
ger againft me (as 1 am fure I ihould have done for 
you, had my unhappy cafe been yours) you fliould, 
in fo hard-hearted a manner, join to aggravate not 
only his difpleafure, but my Mother's againft me» 
Make but my cafe your own, my dear Bella ; and 
fuppofe you were commanded to mairy Mr. Love- 
lace (to whom you are believed to have an antipathy) 
would you not think it a very grievous injunction? — 
Yet cannot your diflike to Mr. Lovelace be greater 
than mine is to Mr. Solmes. Nor are Love and Ha- 
tred voluntary paffions. 

My Brother may perhaps think it a proof of a 
nmnly fpirit, to (hew himfelf an utter ftranger to the 
gentle paflions. We, have both heard him boaft, that 
he never loved with diftin£tion ; and, having predo- 
minating paflions, and checked in his firft attempt^ 
perhaps he never wil). It is the lefs wonder then, 
raw from the College^ fo lately himfelf the tutored, 
that he (hould fet up for a tutor, a prefcriber to our 
gentler Sex, whofe taftes and manners are differently 
formed : For what, according to his account, are 
Colleges, but clafifes of Tyrants, from the Upper- 
fiudents over the Lower, and from them to the Tu- 
tor ?^^That he, with fuch mafcuUne pajQions, fhould 
endeavour to controul and bear down an unhappy 
Sifter« in a cafe where his antipathy, and, give me 
leave to f^jj^ his ambition [Once you would have 
allowed the latter to be his faulty C2iu Yi^ ^x-aLvAs-^Xs^ 
fo doin^ may not be quite fo mucVx xo \ic ^o^^«^^^ 
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at — Bur, that a Sifter fhould give up the caufe of a 
Sifter, and join with him to fet her Father and Mo- 
ther againft her^ in a cafe that might have been her 
own — Indeed, my Bella, that is not pretty in you* 

There luas a time that Mr. Lovelace was thought 
reclaimable, and when it was far from being deemed 
a cenfurable view to hope to bring back to the paths 
of virtue and honour, a man of his fenfe and uoder- 
flanding. I am far from wifliing to make the experi- 
ment : But neverthelefs will fay. That if I have not 
a regard for him, the difgraceful methods takeo to 
compel me to receive the add refles of fuch a man as 
Mr. Solmes, are enough to induce it. 

Do you> my Sifter, for one moment, lay aiide all 
prejudice, and compare the two men in their births, 
their educations, their perfons, their underftaodiogs, 
their manners, their air, and their whole deportments ; 
and in their fortunes too, taking in reverfions ; and 
then judge of both : Yet, as I have frequently 
offered, 1 will live iingie with all my heart, if that 
will do, 

I cannot thus live in difpleafure and dlfgrace. I 
would, if I could, oblige all my friends. But will it 
be juftf will it be honeft^ to marry a man I cannot 
endure ? If I have not been ufed to oppofe the will 
of my Father, but have always delighted to oblige 
and obey, judge of the ftrength of my antipathy, ^ 
the painful oppofition I am obliged to make, and can* 
not help it. 

Pity then, my deareft Bella, my Sifter, my Friend, 
my Companion, my Advifcr, as you u(ed to be wbei 
I was happy, and plead for 

Tour cver-affcBhnate 

Cl. . H^ELOWJE. 
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To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

T ET it be prettj or not pretty in your wife opi 
-^ nion, I fhall ipeak my miod, I will afTure you> 
both of jott and your conduA in relation to this de- 
cefted Lovelace. Tou are a fond fooliHi girl with all 
your wifdom; Your Letter fhews that enough in 
twenty places. And as to your cant of living fingle, 
nobody will believe you. This is one of ^oxxv fetches 
to avoid complying with your duty, and the will of 
the moft indulgent parents in the worlds as yours have 
been to you» I am fure — ^ThoV now they fee them- 
felves finely requited for it. 

We ally indeed, once thought your temper foftand 
amiable : But why was it ? You never was contradic- 
ted before. You had always your own way. But no _ 
fooner do you meet with oppoiition in your wiihes to 
throw yourfelf away upon a vile Rake, but you fbew 
what you are. You cannot love Mr. Solmes I that's 
the pretence: But SiAer> SiAer, let me tell you that 
is becaufe Lovelace has got into your fond heart :•— A 
wretch hated, juftly hated » by us all ; and who has 
dipped his hands in the blood of your Brother : Yet 
him you would make our relation, would you ! 

I have no patience with you, but for putting the 
cafe of my liking fuch a vile wretch as him. As to 
the encouragement you pretend he received formerly 
from all our family, it was before we knew him to be 
fo vile : And the proofs that had fuch force upon t/x, 
ought to have had fome upon you : — And would, had 
you not been a foolilh forward girl ; as on this occa- 
fion erery-body fees you are. 

O how you run out in favour of the wretch !— 
His birth^ his education, his perfoo, his underdand- 
ing, his manners, his air, his fortune — Reverfions too 
taken in to augment the furfeitiog catalogue ! What 
a fond firing of love-iick praifes is here ( AiA ^^x 
you would live fingle— Yes, 1 waoriwxxX — =v\k^vi to 
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many imagioary perfc£tIons dance before your dazled 
eye ? — But no more — I only defire that you will not, 
while you feem to have fuch an opinion of your wit, 
think every one clfe a fool ; and that you can at 
pleafure, by your whining Hourifhes, make us all 
dance after your lead. 

Write as often as you will, this (hall be the laft 
aufwer or notice you fhall have upon this fubjeA ^ 
from 

Arabella Harlowb. « 

I had in readinefs a Letter for each of my Uncles ; 
and meeting in the garden a (ervant of my Uncle 
Harlowe, I gave them to him to deliver'according to 
their refpedtive diredions. If 1 am to form a judg- 
ment by the Anfwers I have received from my Bro- 
ther and Sifter, as above, I muft not, I doubt, expedt 
any good from thok Letters. But when i have tried 
every expedient, I fhall have the lefs to blame myfelf 
for, if any thing unhappy {hould fall out* I will fend 
you copies of both, when I (bail fee what notice they 
will be thought worthy of, if of any. 

LETTER XXX. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Sunday nighty March I2, 

^TT HIS maw, this Lovelace, gives me great uneafi- 
-* nefs. He is extremely bold and raflh. He was 
this afternoon at our Church. — Li hopes to fee me, I 
fuppofc : and yet, if he had fuch hopes, his ufual 
intelligence muft have failed him. 

Shorey was at church; and a principal part of her 
oblcrvation was upon his haughty and proud beha- 
viour when he turned round in the pew wfacre he fat 
to our family- pew. My Father and both my Uncles 
were there ; fo were my Mother and Sifter. My 
Brother happily was uoi. — T\\^^ -M. caime home in 
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diforder. Nor did the congregation tnind any-body 
-but him ; it being hisfird appearance there, iince the 
unhappy Rencounter. 

What did the man come for, if he intended to look 
challenge and defiance, as Shorey fays he did, and as 
others, it feems, thought he did, as well as fhe ? Did 
he come for my fake ; and, by behaving in fuch a 
manner to thofe prcfent of my family, imagine he 
was doing me either fervice or pleafurs ?— ^He knows 
' bow they hate him 1 Nor will he take pains, would 
pains do, to obviate their hatred. 

You and I, my dear, have often taken notice of 
his f^ride ; and you have rallied him upon it ; and 
inftead of exculpating himfelf,he has owned it : And 
by owning it he has thought he has done enough. 

For my own part, I thought Pride in his cafe an 
improper fubjeft for railltry. — People of birth and 
fortune to be proud, is fo needlefs, fo mean a vice ! — 
If they deferve refpeft, they will have it, without re- 
cjuirlng it. In other words, for perfons to endeavour 
to gain refpe£t by a haughty behavour, is to give a 
proof that they miftruft their own merit : To make 
confc/Hon that they knovj that their a6fions will not 
attradl it. — DiflinOion or Quality may be prided in 
by thofe to whom diilinftion or quality is a ruw thing. 
. And then the reflcdUon and contempt which fuch 
biifig^upon themfelves by it, is a counter-balance. 

Such added advantages too, as this man has in his 
perfon and miea : Learned alfo, as they fay he is ; — 
Such2Lxmn to be haughty, to be imperious I — The 
lines of lis own face at the fame time condemning 
him — hqw wholly unexcufablc I — Proud of what ? 
Not . of doing well : The only juftifiable Pride. — 
Prx>ud of exterior advantages ! — Muft not one be led 
by fuch a^<>/yior/ prideaslroay call it, in him or 
her who has it, to miftruft the interior? Some pcoTjl^ 
may indeed be afraid, that if they d\d tiO\.^C\iTcwt»^^^ 
would be trampled upon. A "leiv ti^ixo^ i^^v>Vo^R- 
VoL. I. K ^"^^^ 
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^vcFj fince they trample upon themfelves who can 
fear this. But this man muft be fecure^ that humi- 
'lity would be aa ornament to him* 

He has talents indeed : But thc^e talents and bis 
perfonal advantages have been fnares to hun. It is 
plain they have. And this (hews, that, weighed in an 
equal balance, he would be found greatly wanting. 

Had my friends confided as rhey did at BrQ, hi 
that defcription which they do not accufe me of beioig 
defeAive in» I dare fay I fhould have found him out : 
And then fhould have been as refolute to difmifs Mm^ 
as I was to difmifs others, and 2lsI am never to have 
Mr, Solmes . O that the/ did not know my heart ! — 
It fhall fooner burft, than voluntary, uncompelledf 
undrlvcn, diAate a meafure that Qiail caft a flur either 
upon them, or upon my Sex. 

Excufe me, my dear frcind, for thcfc grave /S///ip- 
qvies^ as I may call them. How have I run from re- 
flcftion torefledlionl — Bot the occafion is recent-^ 
They are all in commotion below upon it, 

Shorey fays, that Mr. Lovelace watched my Mo- 
ther's eye and bowed to her: And (he returned the 
compliment. He always admired my Mother. She 
would not, I believe, have hated him, had ihe nbt 
been bid to hate him ; and had it not been for the 
Rencounter between him and h«r only fon- 

Dr. Lewen was at church ; and obferving, as every 
one elfe did, the diforder into which Mr Lovelace's 
appearance had put all our family, was fo good as to 
engage him in conveifation, when the Service was 
over, till they were all gone to their coaches^ 

My Uncles had my letters in the morning. They, 
fls well as my Father, are more and more incented 
rgainrt me*, it fecms. Their Anfwers, if they vouch- 
f.ife to anfwer me, will dcmonftrate^ I doubt not, the 
uiifcaionai;len?fi of ikis rafli man's prefence at our 
ihurch. 

Th^v arc ansry alfo, as I underftand, with my 

\ ^Toi' rr, 
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Mother, for returning his coropiioient. What aft 
enemy is hatred^ even to the common forms of civi« 
li:y ! which, however, more diilinguifh the payer of 
a compliment, than the receiver. But they all fee, 
they fay, that there is but one way to put an end to 
his infults. So I (hall fufier : And in what will the 
rafh man have beneiited himfelf, or mended his pro- 
fpei^ts ? 

I am extremely apprehenfive that this w orfe than 
ghod like appearance of hi^ bodes fome (till bolder 
ftep. If he come hither (and vcrf defirous he is of 
my leave to come) I am afraid there will be murder. 
To avoid That, if there were no other way, I would 
mod willingly be buried alive, 

Thcjr are all In confultatipn — Upon my Letters, I 
fuppofe — So they were in the morning ; which occa- 
fioned pfiy Uncles to be at our church. I will lend 

?ou the copies of ihofe Letters, as I promifed in my 
aft, when I fee whether lean give you their Aniwers 
• with t.hem. This Letter is all — I cannot tell what — 
the effedt of appreheiiiion and difplealure at the man 
who has occafioned my appreheniions. Six lines 
woultl have contained ail that is in it to the purpole 
of nay Story^ 

. • Cl. jlI, 

See ^.205, yj/- Mr Lovelace's account of his beha* 
viour and intentions in his appearance at thdr 
p church* 

h E T T E R XXXI. 

Mr. Lov£LACE, 7b John Belford, ^; 

Monday^ March i^. 

I M vain doft ihoo {a) and thy compeers prefs mc 

to go to town, while I am in luch an uncertainty 

as I am in at prtfcnt wijh this proud Beauty. All 

(«) Thefc gcmlcmtn affeifled what thty called the Roman flylc(to 
Wii, the tkee and the thou) in their Letters : And it 'W2t^isi2L^tt^'^\:^fe 
with thera, to takc.in jood part whatever freedoms \\ve^ vttAXt^^vi>cw 
ciher %ith, iftbcpwa^c* were wriitcH In \l\av ^.v\e. 
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the ground t have hitherto gained with her, is entirel/ 
owing to her concern for the fafety of people whom I 
iMtve reafon to hate. 

Write then, thou biddeft me, if I will not come. 
Thati indeed, I can do ; and as well without a fub- 
jeA, as with one. And what follows (hall be a proof 
Of it. 

The Ladj's malevolent Brother has now, as I told 
thee at M.'Hall« introduced another man ; the moft 
iinpromifing in his perfon and qualities, the moft for- 
inidaUe in his offers, that has yet appeared. 
• This man has by his propofals captivated every foul 
'ef die Harlowcft — Soul/ did Ifay — ^Therc is not a 
foul among them but my Charmer's : And (he, with- 
fianding them All, is aftually confined, and otherwife 
maltreated by a Father the mt)(ir gloomy and poficive : 
at the infligation of a Brother the moft arrogant and 
felfifli — But thou-knoweft their chara^ers ', and I will 
fiot therefore fully my paper with them. 

Bot is it not a confounded thing to be in Love with 
one, who is the Daughter, the Sifter, the Niece, of 
a family I muft eternally defpife ? And, the devil of 
it. That Love increaiing, with her — ^What ftiall I 
call it ?— 'Tis not fcorn : — 'Tis not pride: — 'Tisnot 
the infolcnce of an adored Beauty r-^-But 'tis to f7r- 
^ue, it feems, that my difficulties are owing ; and I 
pay for nm being a fly finner, an hypocrite ; for being 
regardlefs of my reputation ; for permitting flander 
to open its mouth again ft me. But is it neceftary for 
fuch a one as I, who have been ufcd to carfy all be- 
fore me,- upon my own terms — I, who nevtr infpired 
a Fear, that had not a difcernibly-predominant mix- 
ture of Love in it ; to be an hypocrite ? — rWell fays 
the poet : 

Be iihofecms virtuous does but aEl a part ; 
JndJJ:cws not his oun Nature ^ but his Art* 

Well but it feems I m\i& ^raaife fet Tti$ AsU 
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if I would Succeed with thi» truly admirable! creature! 
But wby praElifs for it ? — Cannot I indeed vtfovtn l-rr 
I have ])ut one vice ; — Havel, Jack?— -Thou kno weft 
my hearty if aay man living does. As far as I know 
it myfelfp thou knoweft it. But . 'tis a curfed deceiver; 
for it has many and many a time impofed upon ita 
mafter — Mafler^ did I fay ? That am I not now ; 
nor have I been from the mon^c I beheld this aogd 
fi£ a woman. Prepared indeed as I was by her cha- 
«a£ker before I faw her : For what; a mind rauft that 
bCy which tho' not vhrtuou» itfelf» admires not virtue 
JO another—- My vifit to A^rabella, owing to a mif- 
take of ibc. Sift €rS|. into, which, as thou haft heard 
mc iay,f I -was led.tqr the blunderiog Uncle ; who- was 
CO introduce me (but lately comeffom abroad) to the 
Divinitj^^ SiB I thought; but^ infiead of her> carried 
ae to z,mere mprtah And much- difficulty, had I^ fo 
fond and. £;> forward my Lady f to get off without 
ferfeitiag.AU with a family 'that I intended fliouldgive 
me a Goddefir. 

I haviD bpaftedi tbiat I was onee in Love, before :-^ 
And ind€;,ed I thought 1 was. It was iir my early 
manhood — with that quality-jilr, whofc infidelity X 
Ikave vowed to. revenge uponas- caanjr of the Sex as 
ihall cpme into my power. I believe, vt, different 
climes,. 1 ^ave already fiicrificed an Hecatomb to my 
Nemefis,^ in purfuance of this vow« But upon r&> 
foUeAij^g what I was iheny and comparing it wirh^ 
what I find in myielf n^xt// I cannot fay that I waa 
e^tx in Love before. 

What was it then,, doft thov aik me^ fince the di& 
appoiqtmeot had fuch effefts upon me^ when I found 
/nyfelf jilted, that I was hardly kept in my ftnfes ?— •- 
Why, ril tell thee what, as near as I can remember -; 
for it was a great wliile ago : — ^It was— £gad> Jack, 1> 
can hardly tell what it was — But a vehement ^Ipi- 
ratioa after a novelty, I thittk-^Thofe eoofoundcd 
7oct% with their terrenely-celeftial dcScn^^aj^n'l) ^^ «& 
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much with me as the Lady : l^hej fired my imagi« 
nanon, and fct me upon a dciire to become a goddefs- 
maker. I muft needs try my new-fledged pinions in 
Sonnet, Elogy, and Madrigal. I muft have a Cyn- 
thia, a Stella, a SacharifTa,- as well as the beft of 
them : D^irts, and flames, and the devil knows what^ 
muft I give to my Cupid. I muft create Beauty, and 
place it where nobody elfe could find it : And many 
a time have I been at a lofs for a fiibjeSi^ when my 
new created godJefshas been kinder than it was pro- 
per for my plaintive Sonnet that fhe fhould be. 

Then I lud a Vanity of another fort in my paflion : 
I found myfelf well received among the women in 
general ; and I thought it a pretty lady^like tyranny . 
[I was then very youngs and very vain Ij to fioglc 
out fome one of the Sex> to make half a /core jealous. 
And I can tell thee, it had its eife^ : For aiany an 
eye have I made to fparkle with rival indignation : 
Many a check glow ; and even many a fan have I 
cauicd to be ihapped at a Sifter-beauty ; accompanied 
with a rtfieAion perhaps at being feen alone with a 
wild yourg fellow who could not be in private with 
both at once. 

In fliort. Jack, it was more Pride than Love, as I 
now find it, that put me upon making fuch a' con- 
founded rout about lofing this noble varlef«4s. I thought 
ilie loved me at leaft as well as t btlkved I loved her i 
Nay, I had the vanity to fuppole ftie could not help 
it. My friends* were pieafed with my choice. They 
wanted me to be (hackled : For early d^d they doubt 
my morals, as to the Sex. They faw, that the dan- 
cin[r, the iinging, the mufical Ladies were all fond of 
my Company : For who [\ am in a humour to be vain» 
1 think ! — for who, danced, who fung, who touched 
the ftring, whatever the inftiument, with a bcttct 
grace than thy friend ? 

|I have no notion of playing the hypocrite fo egre- 
giou/Iy, as to ptcxeud \q be blind to qualified tio ns 

^hich 
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which every one fees and acknowledges. Such praife- 
begging hypocrify ! Such afie£bcdly dlfclaioied attri- 
butes ! Such contemptible praife^traps ! — But yer^. 
(hall my vanity only extend to perJbnaU^ fuch as the 
graeefulnefs or drefSf my debonnaire, and, my ajQTa- 
ranee— Sclf-taughv"felf-acqjLiired,. thefe I — 'For my 
P'ariSf 1 value not myfelf upon them. Thou wilt fay^. 
I have DO caufc>-*Ferhaps not : But if I had any* 
thing valuable as to intelleAuals, thofe are not my 
fWn ; and to be proud of what a man is anfwerablc 
for the abufe of* and has no merit in the right ufe ofj 
18 toftrut, like vhc jay,, in borrowed plumage. 

Buc to return to my fair jilt.-^I could not bear 
that a woman,^ who was the firft that had bound me 
ia iilken fetters [chey were not iron ones, like thofe I 
aow wear3 Hipuld prefer a coronet to me : And when 
tl^e. bird was flown, 1 fet more value upon it, than 
«dien I had it fafe in my cage, and could viHc it when 
I-pleafcdr* 

But now am T indted- in Love. I can think of- 
BDthing, of nobody, but the divine ClariSa H'ar-* 
iQwc.-^Harlowe ! — How that hated word flicks in 
my throat — But I fhail give her for it the name Qt 
Love {a)r 

Clarissa ! ther£*s mujtc in the namey- 
' That^ foffning me to infant tenitrnefs^ 
Makes my heart fpring like the firft leaps of life! 

. But couldft thou have believed that I, who think it 
poffible for me to favour as much as lean be favoured; . 
that I, who for this charming creature thiijk of fore 
gmng the life ^honour for the Hfe of ftiackles} could 
adopt thofe over- tender lines of Ocway ? 

I check myfelf, and leaving the three firft Lines of 
the fallowing of Dryden to the family of the wliioers, . 
fiad the working of the paffions in my ftorxny foui- 
beuer exprefied by the thcee laft : 

(a) Lovelace. 
£ 4 \-^'^^ 
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Love various minds does varkufly infpire : 
Heftirs in gentle Nature's gentUfire ; 
Like that ^incen/e on the altar laid. 

But raging flames tempejiueus fouls invaie : 

A jire^ which ev*ry iuindypajjionilows ; 

With Pride it mounts y and with Revenge it glows. 

And with RevbnCe it Jhall glow ! — Per, doft 
thou think, that if it were not from the hope, that 
this Aupid family, are aU combined to do mj work for* 
jse, I would bear their infults ? — Is it poffible to- 
imagine, that I would be braved -asf I am brsved^-i 
threatened as I am threatened, by thofe who arc afiraSd 
to fee me ; and by this brutal Brother too, to whom* 
I gave a life 4[A.lif«> indeed, not worth my taking}*' 
bad I not a greater pride in knowing, thieitby meaoar- 
of his very Spy upon me, I am playing him 6ff as^I* 
pleafe; cooling or ii^flaming . hit violent paffions ifes 
may beft fuit my purpoies ; permitting fo much to be 
reveafed of my life and actions, and intentions, as 
may give him fuch a confidence iti his double-faced' 
agent, as (hall enable me to dance hrs employer upon 
ray own wires i ■ 

This it is that makes my Pride mount abore my 
Refentment. l^y . thisi engine,- whofe- ^i^^Pg^ I ^ 
continually oiling, I play them all off. The buQy ml 
tarpaulin ;Uncle' I make bu^ my amba/rador to C^een 
Annabella Howe, to engage her ifoic eximplc-Takc 
to her Princefsli^ daughter) to join i;n their caofe, aiid 
to aflert an authority they are refolved, right or wrongi : 
(or I could- do nothiog)) to inaintain. 

And what my motive , dbft Vhou ask I No lefs tbai>.-. 
this. That my Beloved (hall find ho protection out of • 
my family ; for, if I know hers, fly (he mgft, or have 
the man fhe hated. This, therefore, if I take my 
meafures right, and my Fa<uiliar fail me not, will • 
fecure her mine, in fpite of them .all; in fpite ofj 
her own in/Jcxiblc heart: TAvut, m\.\ioviV condition ; 
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without refbrtnatioQ promifes* withoiit the neceffitjr 
of a fiege of years, perhaps ; and to be even then^ 
after wearing the guife of a merit-doubting hypocrifjj 
at anutKertainty, upon a probation unapproved of-— 
Th^9* &<»U I have all the rafcalf. aod rafcalc0cs of thd 
iamfiy cotne creeping to me : I prefcribitig to them s 
and brkiging that fordidly-imperious Brother to kneel 
at the fbotdool of my throne. 

Ail my fear arifes from the little hold I have in the 
heart of tlnr charming Froit-piece ; Such a conftant 

flow upon her lovely feajures : Eyes fo fparkling t 
limbs fo divinely turned: Health fo florid i Youth 
fo blooming i Air fo animated — To have an heart fo 
impenetrable : And /, the hitherto fucceftful Love- 
hce^.thfl addrefler — 'How can it be ? Yet there are 
peoplc»< and I have talked with fomq' of tbem, who 
remember, that fhe was hrn. Her nurfe Norton 
boafts of her matornal offices in her earlieft infancy ; 
and in her education gradaiim. So that there is full 
proof that {he came not from above all at once aa 
angd ! How can (he be fo impenetrable ^ 

But here's her miftake ; nor will the be Oured' of 
it^--Sh€ takes the man (he calls her Father [Her Mo* 
ther had been f^nltlefs, had (he not been her Father^s^ 
Wi£e} ; (he takes the men fhe calls her Uncles ; the 
fellow {he calls her Brother ; and the poor contempti- 
ble (he calls her Sifter ; to h her Fathef, to^^ her 
Uncles, her Brother, her Sifter ; and that, as fuch^ 
fhe owes to £6me of them revereoce, to others re- 
fpe£t, let them treat her ever fo cruelly ! — Sordid 
lies ! Mere cradle-prejudices ! -^For had they not 
been iippofed upon her by nature, when fhe was in 
g perverfe humour, or could fhe have chofen her 
relationSf Would any of tbffe have been among 
them ? 

How my heart rifes at her preference of them lo 
iBe» when (he is conTinccd of their injuftice to me ! 
Coovinccd, that the alliacce would do hLoout v^ vV\^\cv 
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•II — hcrfelf excepted ; to whom ev^ry one owes ho- 
nour; and from whom the moft princely family 
might receive it. But how much more will my heart 
rife with indignation againft her, if I find (he hefitates 
but one moment (however perfecated) about prefer-< 
ring me to the man (he avowedly bates I But {he can- 
not furely be fo mean as to purchafe her peace with 
them at fo dear a rate. She cannot give a fandlion to 
projeAs formed in malice, and founded in a felfifhnefs 
(and that at her own expence) which fhe has fpirit 
enough to defpife in others ; and ought to difavowj 
that we may not think her a H^rlowe. 

By this incoherent ramblcihou wilt gather, that I 
am not likely to come up in haf^e ; fince I muft en- 
deavour firft to obtain fome aiTurance from the Belo<* 
ved of my foul, that I (hall not be facrificed to fucfa 
a wretch as Solme^ ! Wo be to the Fair-one, if ever 
ihe be driven into my power (for I defpair of a volua-* 
tary impulfe in my favour) and I find a difficulty in 
.obiaioing this fecurity. 

That her indifference to me is not owing to the 

fuperior liking (he has for any other man, is what 

rivets my chains : But rake care. Fair-one ; take care» 

,'0 (bou moft exalted of female-^minds, and lovelieft of 

rfjerfon^, . h6w thou debafeil thyfelf, by encouraging 

-luch a competition as thy fordid relations have fet on 

rfoot in mere malice to me ! — ^Thou wilr fay I rave. 

And fo I do : 

Perdition catch my foul hut J do htk her. 

Elfey could I bear the perpetual revilings of her 
implacable family ? — Etfe could I bafely creep about— 
not her proud Father s houfe — but his paddock — and 
garden-walls ? — Yet (a quarter of a mile's diflance 
between us) not hoping to behold the lead^ glimpd! 
' of her fhadow.? — B{/e, Ihould I think my ft If repiiid, 
amply repaid, if the fourth, fifth, or fixth midnighl 
ftroll^ thro' unfrequented paths^ and ever briery in- 

cioiures 
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clofures, affords me a few cold lin^s; the even ex* . 
peElid purport only to let me know, that (he values ' 
the mo ft worthlefs perfon of her very worthlefs Itoily, 
more thau (he values me ; and that fhe would not 
write at all^ but to induce me to bear infults» which 
un-man me lo tjear : — My lodging in the intermediate 
way, at a wretched alehoufe ; difguifed like an inmate 
of it : Accommodations equally vile, as thofe I met 
with in my Weftphalian journey. *Tis well, that the 
ncccflity for all Thirarifes not fromfcorn and tyranny ! 
but is firft impofed upon herfelf !' 

But was ever hero in Romance (fighting witli giants 
and dragons excepted) called upon to harder trials ? — 
Fortune and Family, and reverfionary grandeur, = on 
jM,fide ! . Such a wretched fellow my* competitor 1— 
Kiufl I not be deplorably in Love, that can go thro' 
thefe difBcultidSy encounter thefe contempts f — By my 
fouUIam half-afhamed of myfelf: I, who am per- 
jured toojt by priority of obligation. • if I am faithful 
to any woman in the world! 

And yet, wh^y fay I, .. I am half-^(hamed ?— Is it - 
not a glory to love her whom every one who fees her, . 
either lpves> or reveres, or both ? Dry den fays, , 

7% Cau/e of Lovf can never be aJfigrCd : 
'7*i/ in no face ; — But in the Lover*smind. 

— *-And Cowley tb^s addr^flcs Beauty as a mere ima- - 
gmavji 

Beauty / thou iviljfantajiic ape, ■ 
Who dojiin ev*ry country change thy Jh ape : 
Htre black ; there brown ; here tawny ; and there ivjfite ; 
tb§u flatterer! who comply fi with ev'ry fight i 

Who haft no certain What, nor Where. 

But both thefe, had they been her contemporaries, and 
known her, would have conteffed themfelves mif. 
taken ; And, uking together pcrfon,ja\vxd^^tA\iO^T«^^- 
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j?iour, wootd have acknowledged thtjmflice of tbe uni- 
verfal voice in her favour. 

Full many a Lady 



Pvc ey^d with heft regards andnuny a time 
7*** harmony 9f their tongues hath into Bondage 
Brought my too diligent ear. For /cvVal virtues 
Have I liked fcY^rzl women. Never any 
Uith fo full foul ^ hutfome defeEt in ber^ 
Did quarrel with the nohleft grace fke ov/dy 
Jndput it to the foil. But She ! — She ! 
So perfeBl and peerlefs is created^ 
OfeVry creature's heft. Shakefp. 

Thou art curious to know, if I have not ftarted a 
new game ? — If it be poffible for faoiniveHal a Lofcr 
to be confined fo long to one objeQ ? Thou knoweft 
nothing of this charming creature^ that thoii cahft put 
fuch queftions to me ; or tbinkeft thou kncfweft me 
better than thou doft. All that's excelleiit in her Sex 
isthisLadyf — Until by MiTitllioNiAL or eqjjal 
intimacies, I have found her lefs than angel, it is im- 
poffible to think of any other. * Then there tire fo 
many ftimulatives to fuch a fpirit as mine in this 
affair, befides Love : Such a field for ftratagem and 
contrivance^ which thou knoweft to be the delight of 
xny heart. Then the re<var4ing end of all !*^To 
carry off fuch a girl as this, in fpite of all her watch* 
ful and implacable friends ; and in fpite of a pru- 
dence and referve that I never ifiet with in any of 
the Sex : — What a triumph ! — What a triumph over 
the whole Sex ! — And then fuch a Revenge to gra- 
tify ; which is only at preftnt politically reined-iot 
eventually to break forth with the gieaier fury— ^Is it 
poffible, thinkeft thou, that there can be room for 
A thought that isnot^her, and devoted /oher f 

. * 

^7 the advices I Vvavc iVu momtut receivedt I have 
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htrev ' Holdrhyfetf in refadioerr to come doitd upon 
the firft fummons. 

Let Belton, aod Mowbrrky, ' and Tourvillc, like- 
wife prepare themfelves. I haVe a great mind to con- 
trive a method to fend James Harl6we to tra^vel for ' 
improve^ient. Never was there Booby- 'Sqotre chat 
more wanted it.- Contr^e it; did I fay ? I have o/- 
re^idy contnved it ; could I but put it in execution 
without being fufpedled to have a hand in if. . This I 
am refolved upon ; if I have not his Sifiert I will have' 
Him. 

But be This as it ma/, there is a prefent likelihood 
of room for glorhus mifciiief. A confederacy had 
been (or fome time formed againfl me ; bu( the Uncles 
and the NepheW are now to be dooble-iervanted ^fin^ 
^i!?-fervanred they Were beforcj ; and thofcfervaurs are 
to be dbuiie-zcititiit when' they ktteod thei^ mafters 
abroad. This indicates their refolate enmity fo me, 
and as refblute favour to Solmes. 

The reinforced orders for this hoftile apparatus are 
owing, it feems, to. It vifit I made yefterdiy.to their- 
Church— -A good place I thought to begin a Recon- 
ciliation m ; fuppofing the heads of the family to be 
ChriftianSi and that they meant fometbiog by their 
prayers. My hopes were to have an invitation (or, 
at leaftj tb gai/if a pretence) t6 acc^mpariy- home- the 
gloomy Sire ;.'iind fo get an opportunity to fee my 
goddefs :^*For I believed they durft nott>ut be civif 
to me, at leaft. But they were filled with terror it 
feems at nay entrance; a terror they ' could not get 
oyer. I faw it indeed in their countenances ; and that. 
they all ezpedted fomething extraordinary to' follow.-— 
And fo it^^oi//^ have done^ ha4 l«be:m more fure than 
I am of their ^Taughter's favour. • Yet not a hair of 
any oHthSirlVupid heads do I intend to hurt.. 

You fhall all have your dircAions in Writing, if 
there be occafioh. But after all, I dare fay there will 
be QO need but to (hew jjrour faces in my company. 
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Such faces oever could four mcc flic w^— Mowbray's 
fo fierce and fo fighting : 6ehon*s fo pert and \o pimfH 
ly : TourvUle*s fo fair and fo foppifh : Thine fo rough 
aod fo refolure : And / your Leader ! — What hearts^ 
altho' meditating hoftility, muft thofe be which we 
{hall not appal ?— Each man occafionally attended by 
a fervant or twOf long ago chofec^ for.qualities reiem- 
bling thofe of his maAer. 

Thusj Jack, as (hou defireft, have I written. — 
Written upon Something ; upon Nothing; upon Re- 
VENGE, which I love; upon Love, which! hate, 
heartily hate, becaufe *tis my mafter^ And; upon the 
devil knows What befides : — For, .looking back, 1 am. 
amazed at the length of it. Tifou may'il read it : / 
would not for a King's ranfom — But fo as I do but 
write» thou fayeft thou wilt be pleafed. 

Be pleafed then. I command thee to be pleafed; If 
i)0t for the writer's or written 's fake, foi* thy word's 
fake. And fo in the royal ftyle (for am I tiot likely 
to be thy King and thy £tnperor in the great afiair be- 
fore us ?} I bid Thee very heartily 

FarcwclL 

A 

LETTER XXXil. 

Mi/s ClarissaJJarlow?, 7a Mifi Howb." 

Tuefday^ March 14. 
J Now fend you copies of my Letters to my Uncles : 
•* With their Anfwers. Be pleafed to return the lat- 
ter by the firft^^fit. I leave them for j^cii to make 
remarks upon, / (hall make none. 

To] )HN Harlowe, Efq* 

Sat. March 11. 
A LLOW me, my honoured Second Papa, as in 
. my happy flays ^ou taught me to call you, to 
implwre your intcreft with my Papa, to engage him 

to 
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to difpenfe with a command, which, if infifted u[k)n, 
will deprive me of my free-will, and make me mife* 
rable for my whole life. 

For my whole life ! let me repeat : Is that a fntall 
point, my dear Uncle, to give up ? Am not /to live 
with the man f Is any body elfe ? Shall I not therefore 
be allowed to judge for myfclf, whether I can^ or can- 
not ^ live happily with him ? 

Should it be ever fo unhappily ^ will it be prudence 
to complain, or appeal ? If it were, to whom could I 
appeal with efieEl againft a Huib.ind ? And would not 
the invincible and avowed didike I have for him at 
fefting out, feem to juftify any ill ufagefrom him, in 
that State, were I to be ever fo obfervant of him ? . 
And if I were to be at all obfervant of him, it muft be 
ft-om Fear, not Love, 

Once more let me repeat. That this is not a fmall 
point ta give up: And that it h for life. Why, I. 
pray you, good Sir, -fliould I be made miferable for 
tife? Why {hould I be deprived of all comfort, but' 
that which the hope that it would be a very fhort one, 
would afford me ? 

- Marriage Is a very folemn engagement, enough to 
make a young creature's heart akc, with the bej} pro- 
fpefts, when (he thinks ferioufly of it !— To be given 
up to a Orange man; To be engrafted ihtp a ftrangc 
family ; To give up her very Name, as a niark of her 
becoming his abfolute and dependent property ; To be 
Obliged to prefer this ftrange man to Father, Mo- 
ther, — to evcry-body : — Atid his humours to all her 
oWn^ — Or to contend perhaps, in breach pf a vowed 
duty, for every innocent inftance of free-will — To go 
BO whither ; To make acqu^ntance ; To give up 
acquaintance; To renounce even the ftrifteft friend- 
Ihips perhaps ; all at his pleafure, whether fhe think 
it reafonable to do fo or not : Surely, Sir, a young 
creature ought not to be obliged to make all thefe 
facrifices bat for fuch a man as ibe caa IqhCic— \i^^ 
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be, how fad muft be the cafe !— -How mifcrable the 
life, if ic be called ii/ef ^ 

I wi(h I could obef yon all. What a pleafure. 
would it be to me, if I could ! — Marry fit ft ^ and Love 
Vfilicam.y after ^ was faid by ooe of my deareft friendf :- 
But this is a (hocking afTertioo. A thoufaod things 
may happen to make that ftate but barely tolerable,, 
where it is entered into with mutual afe6ti9H : What , 
mull it then be, where the Hufband can have no cop- 
fidcnce in the Love of his wife ; but has reafon rather^ 
to queftion ic» from the preference he himfelf be- 
lieves (he would have grv^n to fomebody elfe,;had- 
ihe had her own option ? What doubrs, what jealou- 
iks, what want of tendernefs, what unfavouraMe pre«-. 
poilelfiuns, will there be, in a Matrimony thus cir* 
cumftancedl How will every look, every adlion, even 
the moll innocent, be liable to mifconftruAion !*— 
While, on the other band, an indifference, a care-^. 
lefTnefs to 6biigc» may take place \ and. Fear only can 
conftrain even an appearance of what ought to be the 
effcd of undifguifed Love ! . . . 

Think fetioudy of thefe things* dear good Sir; and 
reprefent them to my Father in that (irong light 
which the fubje£l will bear ; but^.in which my SeZy 
and my tender years and inexperience, will not permit 
me to paint it ; and ufe your powerful intereft, that 
your poor Niece may not be configned to a mifery fo 
durable. 

I have offered to engage not to marry at all, if that 
condition may be accepted. What a difgrace is it tO: 
me to be thus fequeftred from company, thus ba- 
nifhed my Papa*s and Mamma's prefcnce ;. thus flighted 
and deferted by you. Sir, and my other kind Uncle ( 
And to be hindered from attending at that Pub}ic 
"Worfliip, which, were I^wf of the way of my duty^ 
would be moft likely, to reduce me intQ the right path 
again \ — Is this the way ; Sir, can this be thought to 
be the wuy^ to be taken with a free and open ^irit ( 

May 
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May not this ftraoge lAethod rather harden than con* 
vince ? I cannot bear to. live in difgrace thus : The ve- 
ry {ervants, £q lately permitted to be under my own. 
direAioti^ haidly daring to fpeak to m;:; , my own fer* 
Tant difcarded with high marks of undefervedfufpicioa. 
and difpleafuret and my Sifter's maid fet over me. 

The master may be too far pu(hed*^- Indeed it.. 
may.— -And then, perhaps, every one will be forry for 
iheir parts in ir. 

May I be permitted to mention an expedient ? — 
' If I am to be.watched» banifhed» and confined ; Sup-] 
' pofci SiVf it were co be at^our hou£s ?'*»Then the- 
neighbouring gentry will the lefs wonder, that thc; 
perfon of yhom they ufed to think fo favourably, s^p- 
peared not at church here ; and that fhe received not^ 
their vifits, 

I hope^. there .oln be no objeAion torthis.. . .Ypu 
vied to love to: have me with' you, Sir^ when pil. wenll 
b^ppify with me t. Add will you hot now permit me^ 
in my troubles, the favour of your. houfe, till all ahk/ 
difpleafure be' overblown' ?— Upon my werdy Sir^ li 
will not ftic ojit of doors, if you require the contrary: 
of me : Nor wilt I fee any-body, but whom. yauL wiUi 
allow me- to fee ^ provided Mr Solmcs be jiQt brought 
to perfecme me there. 

Procure, then, this favour for me ; if you cJ^tonot, 
procure the fiill greater, that of a happy ReconciligtiQikr 
(which neverthelefs 1 prefume tohopefor^if j^w will 
beib good as to plead for me).; .and you wiU t!ieif. 
add to tliofe favours, and to.that indulgence, . w^hick- 
have bound me, and will ever bind me, to be 

Tour dutiful and obliged Niece, 

Clarissa Haelowe» 



I 



. The A K s w E R. 
My dear Niece, Sunday Night. 

T ^ietes m€ to be forced to deny you any-thing 
you aik. Tet it mui be fo *, {ot ^twVt^^ ^^\i ^tl 
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bring your mind to oblige us in this one pointy in 
which our promtfet and honour were engaged before 
we beiicTed there could be fo flurdy an oppofition, 
jou muil never expert to be* what you have been to 
vt all. 

Inftiort, Niece, we are an enAatt led phalanx. Your 
reading makes you a firanger to nothing, but what 
you fliould be moA acquainted with— ^So you will fee 
Dy that exprefQon, that we are not to be pierced b^ 
your perfuaiionsy and invincible perfif^ence* We have 
agreed all to be moved, or ncm \ and not to comply 
without one another. So you know your defiiny ; 
and have nothing to do but to yield to if. 
- Let me tell you, the virtue of obedience lies not' in 
obliging when yo« can be obliged again — But give up 
an inclination, and there Is fome merit in That. 

As to your expedient ; you fhatt not come to my 
houfCf Mifs Clary ; tho* this is a prayer I little thought 
I ever (hould have denied youi For were you to kcep^ 
your word as to feeing nobody but whom ¥^ pleafis,- 
yet can you nuhte ta fo|i»^>ody eUr, and receive Let^ 
ttrs from him : This we too well know you can* and 
have done— More is the (hame and the pity ! - 

Tou offer to liveiiDgle^ Mir$.--^y^ wi(h you mar* 
rjed: But becaufe, you may* not have the man your 
heart is fet upon, why, truly, you will have, nobody 
we (hall recommend : and as we know, ,that fome- 
how or other you correfpond with him, or at leaft 
did, as long as you could ; and as he defies us all^.aad 
would not daix to do fo, if .he were not fure of you 
in fpite of us all (which is not a little vexatious to us^. 
you muft think) ; we are refolved (o fruilrate him, 
and triumph oyer him, rather than that he (hould 
triumph over us : That's one woi d for all. So ex- 
pe^ not any advocateihip from me: I will not plead 
for you ; and that's enough. From 

Tour difpUafed Uncle^, 

, John Ha&j.owb^ 

. P, S, for the reft, I rckr vo vu^j ^t^\iufc\ KxiWixs^, 
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To Antony Harlowe, Efq\ 

Honoured Sir ^ Saturday ^ March \i. 

A S you have thought fit co favour Mr.sSol:ncs whh 
^^ your particular recommendation, and wjs very 
earneft m his behalf, raDking hrm (as you told me, 
upon introducing him tome) among your iele A friends; 
and expefting my regards to him accordingly ; I beg. 
your patience, while I offer a few things, out of many. 
that I could ofier, to your ferious confideratioo, oa 
6ccafion of bts addrefs to me, if I.amtau£;tthat word. 

I am charged with prepoflefEon in another peribn's 
favour. You will be pleafld. Sir, to remember, tha& 
till my Brother returned trom Scotland, that other 
perfon was not abfolutelf difcourag^, nor was I for- 
-Kd to receive his vifits. I believe it- will liot be pre* 
tended, that in birth, education, or perfonal endow- 
ments, a comparifon can be made between the two 
And only let me aik you, Sir,, if the one would have 
been thought of for me, had he not made fuch offers, 
as upon my word, I think, I ought not in judice to 
accept of, nor he to propjf<; : Offers which if he had. 
not made, I dare fay, my Pcft^a would not have tc* 
quired of him. 

But the one, it feema, has many faults: — Is the 
6t\itT faultlefs .^— The principal thing objefted to Mr. 
Lovelace (and a very inexcuiable one) is, that he is 
immoral in his Loves-^Is not the other in his Hatreds? 
—Nay, as I may lay, in his Loves too (the objcdt only 
differing) if the love (^ money be the root of all evil 
• But, Sir, if I am prepoffdfed, what has Mr. Solmes 
to hope for ?— Why (hould hepcrfevere? What muft 
I think of the man who would wifh me to be his Wife 
againll: my inclination f-^Aod is it not a very harfh 
thing for my friends to dclire to fee me married to one 
I cannoi love, when they will not be perfuaded but 
that there is one whom 1 d9 love! 
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Treated as I am, now it the time for me' to fpeak 
trot, or ocTcr. — ^Let me rericw what it ir.Mr. Solmes 
dcpcndi vfosi on this occafioo. Does he believe, that 
the difgrace which I fulFer oa his accoant, wUI gr«e 
him a merit with me i Doct he think (o m'la wf 
efteem, thro* mj Uncles Acrnoeft to me ; by mj Brfr*- 
tter'fl contcmptuoos Ufage ; by my Siftert unkiod-, 
tiefs ; by being denied to TJfir, or b^ vilitedj. and. ta 
corrcfpond wiih my chofeii friend, aliho' a perToo.Oi^ 
unexceptionable hoouur and prudence, and ofibjowa 
Sex ; my fervani to be lorn from oie, and anotber (c^ 
»ani fet over me ; to be confined, like a pri^i^, ta^ 
narrow and (lifgraceful limits, in order avfrft^itQ 
mortify me, and lo break my fpirit ; to be luriieifwk 
of ihaE facnlly-managemenc wbicb I loved, ;)tn^ h«l 
the greater pleafure in it, becaufe it was aaf^fiftW 
I thought^ to my Mamma, and what my Silitr ch^fl 
not; and yet, iho' time haoRs heavy upon my haBd% 
to be fo put out of my courfe, that 1 have as h'tleiop, 
-cltnation as iiberty to ptirfue any of my ch<HCC;d6t 
lights ? — Are thcfc fleps ncceflary to reduce the lo-i| 
I^ellblbv, at to to make me a£^t;'Wifefbr this.jua|^ 
^Yet thcfe are ajl he' can tiare to truft, tb— A^ if . 
lS5i rdiaace^ ■■ qd tbcfe mnfures, f would ^an t^ai;M^ 
ItHsw't that he mjftakes metlmeft taA geatbiitff. ^ di£> 
pofition for. firvility aad k^t^eft of hcarti 

I belcech' ydq, Sir> to let'ihe natural turn at^.bea( 
4if i^' DbUd ftiid My mirid'tK «oiifi^dcred: '\&niu,arf. 
t'o qtialittes; by wb^ch ^e weiUd hope i« |<ri^,mj! 
efieem f li— petr> dear Siri if t wm to be cofapelkd^leL 
it be tn favour of a mqu that caa rc£d ajia- wricttr^r 
Th^t cin ifocj me fomctiiiag : For whaf'ii '(tuftupd. 
null that' man make, who can do nothing, bat conn 
diafkd ; and needs himfelf the ioftru^Qoahe iboiild bt 
(qualified to give ? ~ 

I may be conceited. Sir; I maybe vaiq oCa^liqfl 
l'*^^°S,l -of my wriiipg I U of Jwc 1 ha^fa^ore'tjt^ 
iUIcC bCeb' toU I aim— Bi)t» Sir, the. nocf imej^liyl 1^ 
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propofed match, if fo : The better opinion I have of 
myfelf, the worfe I mud have of him ; and the more 
unfit are we for each other. 

Indeed J Sir, I miift fay, I thought my friends had 
put a higher value upon me. My Brother pretended 
once^ that it was owing to fach value, that Mr. Love- 
lace's addreis was prohibited.^ — Can this be ; and fuch 
a man as Mr. Sohnes be intended (ot me i 
' As to hiis ' propofed Settlements^ . I hope I (hall not 
incur your greater difpleafure, if I fay^ what all who 
know mie have reafoh to think (and fome have upbraid- 
ed me for) that I ik/pifi thofe* motives. Dear, dear 
-Sir^ vwhat are Settlemehts to one who has as much of 
•her own as (he wifhes for ? — Who has more in her 
own power^ as a (ingle perfon, than it is probable (he 
would be permitted to have at her difpofal, as a Wife ? 
— Whofe expences and ambition are naoderate ; and 
who, if (he had fuperfluities, would rather difpefnfe them 
to the neceffitousi than lay them by her ufeleis ? If then 
luch narrow motives have fo little weight with me for 
my 0ti;n benefit^ (hall the remote and uncertain view 
of family-aggrandizement, and that in the perfon of 
my Brother and his defccndents^ be thought fuiGcient 
to influence me ? 

Has the behaviour of that Brother tome of late, or 
kis confideration for the family (which had fo litde 
weight with him, that he could chufe to hazard a life 
fo juilly^precious as an only Son's, rather than not 
gratify padions which he is above attempting to fub- 
due, and give me leave to fay, has been too much in- 
dulged in, either with regard to his own good, or the 
peace of any-body related to him : Has his behaviour^ 
(I fay) deferved of me in particular, that I fhouid make 
a facrifice of my temporal (and, who knows ? of my 
eternal) happinefs, to promote a plan formed upon 
chimericalj at led upon unlikely contingencies ; as I 
will undertake to demonftrate, if 1 may be ^ercoi^^&'l 
to examine ir ? 
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vpon Mn.'MnK^Inf the light he b ofiered to me. .Naf» 
lirtrtf yA cor be proved ten times bettpr than I ^ have . ren 
jDftfented JliiDi, and fincerely think him:; jret wciuld 
fflft.bb ftiU ten times mdre difagreeidile to m^ than anj^ 
xifher^-Aian L know in the nforid. . Let ipe.therefote 
^biie^yoOf ^,^.to becpnk an ^dvocate. ipr youc 
f^fcce, chatt6eii|av.^ot beipade atif^'to'a^^]^ 
fi) Uglilj 4ifgtfftfi}l u> her. 

^ ' Too ahd mj other IXncVs can do a great 4cd ^ 
toe, if JOB pleafe^ with my Papa. Be perfuaded, jSr^ 
ihatl BinWt governed Jby obftinacy in *tlris'^;)fc; but 
WarrjerG6n; .te.avvrfioo: I cannot ovjcrcooie i For,, if 
Jflltve \»xx .tn^avmrfi. to reafon with myfelf (out of 
Ictgtrd to'thedu^ff owe to my father *awiU} mj he^ 
.has re^oiled» and Lbave b^en ^^verfe to tnywlf^ ftrf; 
xiffering.bm to arrae.with myfelf^^in bejialf of ,^ man! 
%h6y in' the light ne appears to me^ has bo one n^rit ;. 
aOD^whoi kno^ix^ this avefrfioh, could not pexfe^fre 
^ '^doesg^lf hehad tbefpirit ofa maAi* . 
' ';lf^' Sir; you can: tjiiok the coatenta of this Letti;r 
'red*onable, t befeccb you tofapport th^m with your 
'intcrcft: If not— rl ihall be mem unhappy ?—I^cyer« 
ithelefs^ it is but jtift in ine fo to write^ as that'l^r. 
tSolmes may know wjiat he has to triift to. 
\ ^ iForgive^ dear Sir, this tedious Lettei* ; and fufierk 
jt6 haVe weight with you ; and you will for ever oblige 

r«ar dutiful and affectionate Nieee^ 

Cl. Habjlowe. 
. Mr. A^iTONY Harlow E, To Mifs.Qh. Ha&lowv« 
Niece C'LA-BiYt 

Y ^^ ^^^ better not write fe us, or to any of us, 

^ To me, particularly^ you had better never to 

have fct pen to paper, on the fubjeA whereupon vou 

have written. He that is frjl in his twn caufe^ (aith 

the wife man, feemeth juft : But his neighbour cometb, 

' ^andfearcheth him. And fo, in ibis rcfpcft. will I be 

jrour ?2(ighbcur \ for I \^iU itaich ^our heart to the 

5 Xy^VuMi^N 
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bottom ; that is to fajc, if your Letter be written from 
your heart. Yet do I know what a ta(k I have under* 
taken, becaufe of the knack you are noted for at 
writing : But in defence of a Father's authority, ie' 
behalf of the good| and honour, and profperity of a 
family one comes of, what a hard thing would it be, 
if one could not beat down all the arguments a ReM 
child (How loth I am to write down that word of 
Mifs Clary Harlowe i) can bring, in behsdf of her 
obOinacy 1 

In the firft place, Don*t you declare (and^hat con- 
trary to your declarations to your Mother ; remember 
that, girl !) that you prefer the mati we all bate, and 
who hates us as bad! — Then what a charadter have 

Jrou given of a worthy man ! I wonder you dare write 
b freely of one we all refpefl — BiK poffibly it may be • 
for tliat very reafon. 

How you begin your Letter !— Betiaufe I value Mr. 
Splmes as my friend, you treat him the worfe — That's 
the plain Dunftable of the Matter, Mifs ! — I am not 
fuch a fool but 1 can fee That. — And fo a noted whore- 
monger is to be chof^n before a man who is a money- 
lover ! — Let me tell you, Niece, this little becomes fo 
nice a one as you have been always reckoned. Who, 
think you, does mod injuAice, a prodigal man or a 
faving man ? — ^The one lives his own money ; the 
other fpends other peoples. But your favourite is a 
finner in ^rain, and upon record. 

The devips in your Sex ! God forgive me for faying 
fo — ^Thc niceft of them will prefer a vile Rake and 

Wh I fuppcfe 1 muft not repeat the word :— 

The tVord will offend, when the Viiious denominated 
by that word will be chofen \ — >I had not been a Ba- 
chelor to this time, if I had not fccn fuch a mafi of 
contradiAions in you all- — Such gnaUftrainers and 
caniel'/wal lowers^ as venerable Holy Writ has it. . 

What names will pcrverfcncfs call thing^^^^ — ^^Is. 
prudent man^ who intends to b^ j\:ift.\.o v?^^"^-^^'^^^-> 

Vox. /. L "^^ 
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is a covetous man ! — While a vile, profligate Rake is 
Chriftened with the appellation of a gallant man ; and 
a polite man, 1*11 warrant you f 

It is my firm opioion, Lovelace would not have fo 
much regard for you as he ' profefies ; bur for two 
Teafons. And what are thefe ?-^Why, out of fpite to 
all of us— one of them : The other^ becaufe of your 
'independent fortune. I wi/h your good Grandfather 
had not left what he did fo much in your own power,, 
as I may. fay. But little did he imagine his beloved 
Grapd-daughter would have turned upon all her friends 
as fhe has done ! 

What has Mr* Solmes to hope for ^ if you are preptf- 
feffed! Hey-day! Isthis>'02/} Coufin Clary! — Hais he 
then nothing to hope for from your Father's, an(d 
Mother's, and Our recommendations ^ — No, nothing 
at all| h fcems !— O brave ! — I ftiould think that thu^ 
with a dutiful child, as we (ook you to be, was enough* 
Depending on this your duty, we proceeded : And 
now there is no help for it : For we will not be bjilk- 
<d : Neither (hall our friend Mn Solmes, I can tell 
you that. 

If your Eftate is convenient for hinij what then ? 

'Does that (pert Couiin) make it out that he does not 

]ove you ? He had need to expeA fome good v>ith 

•you> that has fo 4ittle good to hope for from yoi/; 

tnind that. But pray, is not this Eftate our Eftate, as 

ve may fay ? Have we not all an inrereft in it, and a 

prior right, if right were to have taken place ? And 

was it more than a good old man's dotage, Gk>d reft 

his ibul ! that gave it you before us all ?— --Well then, 

ought we not to have a choice who (hall have it iQ 

marriage with you ? And would you have the con- 

fcience to wifti us to let a vile fellow who hates us all» 

run away with it ? — You bid me weigh what you 

-write : Do you weigh this, girl : And it will appear 

we have more to fay for ourfeives than you was aware 

3 ^« 
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As to your bard treatmentf as you call it, thank 
yourfelf tor that It may be over when you will • 
So I reckon nothing upon that. You was noi^ banifhed 
and confined till all entreaty and fair fpeeches were 
tried with you : Mind that. And Mr. Solmes can't 
help your obftinacy. — Let that be obfervcd too. 

j^s to being vijitedy andvifiting; you never was 
. fond of either : So that's a grievance put Into the 
icale^o make weight — As to difgrace, that's as bad 
to us as to you : So fine a young creature ! So much 
as wc uftd to brag of you ! — And tOQ*befides, this is 
all in your ^vwer, as the reiK 

But your bean rcrrils, when you would perfr.ade 
yourfeU* to obey your Parens — Finely dcfcribcd, is it 
not 1— Too truly defcribcd, I own, as you go on. I 
know, that you n.^iy love him if you wiil. I had a 
good mind to bid yon hate him ; then, perhaps, you 
would like him the better : For I have always found 
a moft h<"'rrid romantic perverfcncfs in your Sex. — 
To do and to love what you (hould not, is meat, drink, 
and vcfture, to you all. 

I am ablolutcly of your Brother's mind, Thdt read-' 
ing and writings rho* not too much for the wits of you 
young girlsy are too much for your judgments. — 
Ton Jay, you may be conceited, Coufin ; you w^j be 
vain ! — And fo you are^ to defpiie tlus gentleman as 
you do. He can read and write as well as moji gentle- 
mcv.y I can tell you that. Who told you Mr. Solmes 
cannot read and write f But you muji have a Hujband 
Vfbo can Larn you fomething ! — 1 wifli you kuev but 

Smr duty as well as yo\i do your ialents= — That, 
iece, you have of late days to learn ; and Mr. 
Solmes will therefore find fomething to inflrudt you 
in. I will not (hew him him this Letter of yoi le, 
tho' you feem to defirc it, left it Ihould provoke him 
to be too fevere a fchoolmafter, when you are hu n 

But now 1 think of it, liippofc you are \,^v^\^\ iX 
your pen than Jic^^lTou will mvike v\\^ \xvo^^ vU^v\V 
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Wife to him ; won't you ? For who fo good an oeco- 
nomifl as you ? — And you may ktep all his accounts, 
and fave yourfclves a Steward — And, let me cell yoU| 
this is a fine advantage in a family : For thofb Stewards 
are often fad dogs, and creep into a. man's Eftate be- 
fore he knows where he is ; and not fekiodi it he 
forced to pay them intcreft for his own money. 

I know not why a goed wife (houkl be abote chtfe 
things. It is better thaft lying abed half the day, and 
junketing and card-playing all the night, and n«kirig 
yourfelves wholly ufelefs for eVery good purpofe ib 
your own families, as is now the fafliion among ye-*^ 
The duce take you all that do fo, fay I ! — Only thif) 
thank my Stars, I am a Bachelor. 

Then this is a province you are admirably Teffed 
in : You grieve that it is taken from you bere^ yba 
know. So here, Mifs, with Mr. Solmes you will have 
fomething to keep account of, for the fake of you ind 
your children : With the other, perhaps yOu will have 
an account to keep, too — But an account of what will 
go over the left fhoulder : Only of what he fquandeH, 
what he borrows, and what be owes, and never will 
pay. Come, come, Coufin, you know nothing of the 
world ; a man*s a man ; and you may hate many 
partners in a handfome man, and coRly ones too, who 
may lavi(h away all you fave. Mr. Solmes thereford 
for my money, and 1 hope for yours. 

But Mr. Solmes is a coarfe man. He is not delicate 
enough for your nicenefs; becaufe I fuppofe he drcffi^s 
not like a fop and a coxcomb, and becaufe be lays not 
himfclf out in complimental nonfenfe, the poifoa of 
female minds. He is a man of fenfe^ I can tell yoik 
No man talks more to the purpofe to us x But ydt 
ily hitn fo, that he has no opportunity given hin\ t6 
cxpfv^is n to you : And a man who loves, if he ha^ 
ever \o much fenfe, looks like a fool ; efpecially wKea 
he is dcfpifcd, and treated as you treated him the laft 
time he was in your com'^n^* 



Let. 3^. ClarilTa Harlowe* 22 h 

As to his Sifter ; fhc threw hcrfelf away (as yo»i 
want to do) agaiad bis full warning : For he told he«* 
what ihe had to truft to>.if ihe married where fhe did 
marry. And \xt was as good as his word ; and fo aa 
honeft man ought : Offonces agalnft warning ought 
to be fmaitcdfor. Take care this be 00c your cafe.^ 
Mind that. 

His Unck deferves no favo)ir from him ; for he 
would have circumvented Mr Solmes, and got Sir 
Oliver to> kave him&lf the Eftate be had always 
dcfiffoed for hhn bis Nephew ; and brought him up 
ia hope of it. Too ready /orgivene/s mes but enr 
courage offences \ That's your good Father's maxim : 
Aod there would not befo many headftrong daughters: 
as there are^ if this maxim were kept In mind.— ^Pu- 
oUhngients are of feriKlce to ofl^nders ; Rewards ftiould : 
be only ro the meriting ; And I thick the former are . 
to be deah outrigoroufly, in wilful caies. 

Js to his Lfive ; he fhews it but too much for your 
dcferringSy as they have been of late ; let me tell you 
That : And This is his misfortune ; and may in time. 
perhaps be yours. 

yfi to his parfimony, which you wickedly call diabo- 
lical [a very free word in your mouthy let me tell yej 
Xiictle reaibn hz,v^ you of all people for this, on whom 
be propofes» of his own accord, to fettle all he has in 
the world : A proof, let him love Richa as he will, 
that he loves you better. But that you may be without 
CTCufe on^this fcore,. we will lie him up to your own. 
trrms> and oblige him by the marriage-articles to allow 
jou a very handibme quarterly fum to do what you 

r'eafe with. And this has been told you before ; and> 
have faid it to Mrs. Howe (that good and worthy 
l^ady) bt£pre her proud daughcci:, that you might hear 
of it again. 

To coutradiA the charge of prepoHeffion to Love^ 
bcCy you offer never to have him without our cocl- 
fcma : And what is Thisfaying, buit\»LX.^Q\XHi>^\>CLO^ 

L3 ^ 
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on for our confents, and to wheedle and tire us out ? 
Then he will always be in expeAation while you are 
iiiigle : And we are to li^e on at this rate (are wc I) 
Yexed by you, and continually watchful about you ; 
and as continually expofed to his infolence and threats. 
Remember lafk Sunday, girl ! — What migl^t have hap- 
pened, had your Brother and he met I — Moreover, 
you cannot do with fuch a fpirit as his, as you can 
with worthy Mr. Solmes : The one you make trem- 
ble ; the other will make you quake — Mind that— 
And you will not be able to hjlp yourfelf. And re- 
member, that if there ihouid be any mifuuderfianding 
between one of them and you, we ihouid all interpolc; 
and with effcft, no doubt : But with ihe other, it 
would be /itf'dof filf' have ; and who would either care 
or dare to put in a word for you ? Nor let the fuppo* 
fition of matrimonial differences frighten you: Ho- 
ney-moon lafts not now a-days above a fortnight ; and 
Dunmow Flitch, as 1 have been informed, was never 
claimed ; tho' fome fay once it was. Marriage b a 
quetr State, child, whether paired by the parties or by 
their friends. Out of three Brothers of us, you knovr, 
there was but one had courage to marry. And why 
was if, do you think ? Wc were wife by other peoples 
experience. 

Don'c dtfpife money fo much : You may come to 
know the value of it : That is a piece of mfiniSlien 
that you are to learn ; and which, according to yobr 
own notion*, Mr. Solmes will be ahie to teach you, 

I do indeed condemn your warmth. I will not altn 
for difgraces you bring upon yourfelf. If I thought 
them unmerited I would be your advocate. But it was 
always my notion, that Children ihouid not dil'pute 
their Parents authority. When your Grandfather left 
his Ellaie to you, tho' his three Sous, and a Grand- 
fon, and your elder Sifter, were in beings wc all tc- 
quitfced : And why ? Becaufe it was our Father's do- 
mg. Do jQu imitate that example : I£ you ivill not* 

chofc 
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diofe who fet it you have the morereafoo to bold yot 
ioexcufable. Mind that, Coufin. 

You mention your Brother too fcomfuUy : And 
in your Letter to him, are very difrefpedlful ; and fc 
mdeed you are to your Sifter^ in the Letter you wrote 
to hen Your Brother, Madam, it your Brother ; a 
third older than yourfelf ;. and a ^an : And pray be 
{q good as not to forget what is due to a Brother, who 
(next to us three Brothers) i&che head of the family.; 
' and ouvwhom the name diepends — As upon your duti- 
ful compliance depends; the iuccefs of the noblefl plan 
l^t ever was laid down for the honour of the family 
|!bu are come of. . And pray now^let me aik you, If 
tlie honour of That will not be an honour to you P — 
tf you don't think fo, the more unworthy you. You 
(halt iecjthe. plan, if you promife not to be prejudiced * 
againft it right or, wrong. . IF you are not befotted to 
that man, I^amfure you will like it. If you are, were 
Mr* Solmes an angel, it would fignify nothing : For 
the devil is Love, and Love is the devil,, when it gets 
iiuQ any .of /your, heads*. Many examples have I I'ecn 
of that. J 

* If there were no fuch man as Lovelace in the worlJ, 

yiu would not have Mr. Solmes. — You would not^ 

Mifs I— Very pretty, truly I — We fee how your fpirit 

ts embittered indecd.-r- bonder not, .fince it is come 

oyoor will not* St that thofe who have authority over 

t>u, fay, Tou fhall have the other. And I am one. 

lind chat. And if it behoves You to Jpeak out, hVf^^ ^ 

behoves US not to /peak in. What's Jaute j r 
tgoofe is Jduce for the gander : Take That in yuur . 
ought too.. 

I hambly apprehcfid, {hat Mr. Solmes has the fpirit 

(^ maih and a gentUinan. L would admouiih you 

Tetore not to piovoke it. He pities you as much 

lie loves you. Ht^ lays. He will, convince you of 

JLove by deeds, fincc he is not' perailut^d ^^ ^^>^ 

tiprcfs it by words. And aM ^v^ 4c^vidx^^«- "^^ 

L 4 ' "^^"^^ 
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upon your gencrofitj hereafter. We bdpe he may 
depend upon That : We encourage hiqn to thiqk he 
may. And this heartens him up. So that you «ay 
lay his conftancy at your Parents and jour Uncles 
doors ; and This wlU be aopth^r marl; oi, your duty* 
you know. 

Tou mud be fenfible, that ypu reflet upon your 
Parents, and all of us, when you tell me you cannot 
in juflice accept of the Settlements propofi^d to you. 
This Fcfleftion we (hould have wondered at from jrou 
once ; but now wc don't. 

There are many other ^rcry cenfurable paflages. ia 
this free Letter of yogrs ; but we muft place them CQ 
the account of your embittered fpirit. I am glad you 
mentioned that word, becaufe we fhould have been al 
a. loO what to have called it. — I Ihould mU^di xaihtf 
aeverthekfi have had reafon to give it a bqctcr «HfVf, 

I love you dearly ftill, Mifs. I thint: you, tbo* 
my Niece, one of the fineft young genilewomen I 
ever faw. But, upon my confcience, L think, you 
ought to obey your Parents, and oblige mc, and mf 
Brother John : For you know very well, tl^t we 
have nothing but }rour good at heart : ConfiilejQtly in* 
deed with the good and honour of a^ of UiS. What 
mud we think of any one of ir, who would not grc|* 
naote the good of the whole ? and who would fet qvu^ 
part of it againft another ?-^Which God fotbid* 
fay I— Tou fee I am for the good of all. What 
fhaJl /get by it, let things go as tHey \%ill ? Do 1 want 
any-thing of any-body for my own fake ?«— ^Does my 
Brother .John ? — Well, then, Coufiq Cl^ry, Whai 
would yoii be at, as I may fay ? 

O but You can't love Mr. Solmes! — Bu,t, I fay, 
you know not uuhat you can do. You encourage youp- 
felf in your diflike. You permit your heart (little did 
i think it was luch a froward one) to recoil. Take it 
to tafk,^ Niece ; drive it on as faft as it recoils t Wc do 
foin a7i our Ska^gtus, and L^fid.figh^ tOQ» byoiir 

aailoa 
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Sailors and Soldiers, or we (hould not conquer] ; and 
we are Aire you will overcome ir,. And why ? Ba 
caufe you ought. So ive thiak, whatever j/^zi chink i 
And whcfe thoughts are to be preferred ? You may 
be wittier than we ; buf, if you are wfir^ we have 
lived fome of us, let me tell you, to very little pur- 
pofe thirty or forty vears longer than you. ^ 

I have written as long a Letter as yours. I may not 
write in fo lively, or fo polite a ftyle as my Niece : 
But I think I have all the argument on my fide : And 
you will vaftly oblige me,, if you will ftiew me by 
your compliance with all our dcfires^ that you think 
ib too. If you do not^ you muft not cxpt6t.an Ad- 
vdcate, or even a Friend, in me, dearly as I love you. 
For then Ifhall be forry to be called 

Tour UncU^ . 
Tkifddyi TiMoin Antony H^rlowe. . 

the Morning, 

PiSiftfcripK . 
Tbu muft fend me no more Letters: But a complU- 
abFe one you may fend. But I need not have for* 
"bid you; for I am fure, thi?, by fair argument, is 
uoanfwerable. — I know it is. I: have written day 
and nighty I may fliy, ever fince Sunday Morning, . 
only church-time, or the like of that : But this 15 
tfae laii^ I can tell you» from . 

LETTER XXXIIL 

M'tfsm Clarissa Harlow b^ To Mifs Howe.. 
• Thurfday^ March 1 6. . 

H;A V I N G met with fuch bad fuccefs in my ap- 
plication to my Relations, I have taken a flep 
that will furpriie you. It is no other than waiting a 
Lfctter to Mr. Solmes himfelf. I (ent it ; and have his^ . 
Aofwer. He had tertainly help in it. For I have 
fcfio.a Letter of his \ as »ndifFerently worded'^ a& \^csv^\^ 

L. 5 ^S5^^ 



226 32»^ History 0^ VoLu 

fpclr. Yet the fupcrfcription is of his diftating,. 1 dare 
fay; Tor h* is a formal wretch. Whh thcCe I fhall io? 
c\ff. rn^ from my brother to mc, on occadon pf mine 
to Mr Solmes. I did think that it was pddible to dS^ 
coor.rge the man from proceeding ; and if I could 
have done *hat, it would have an(wercd all my wi(hc& 
It wa? worth the trial. But you'll fee nothing will 
do. My. Brother has taken his meafures toa fecurcly. 

TV Roger Sol mes, EJqi 

S R, Widnefddy y. March i^ii ^ 

yjO U will wonder to receive^a Letter from me; and- 
•*• more ftill at the uncommon fubjeft-of it. But 
thc.ncceffity of the, cafe will juftify me, at lead in my 
own apprehc-Ddon ; and I fh4lLtherefore make no o- 
ther apology for it. 

When vou firft came acqijainted witli our family, 
you found the writer of This ooe of the happieft crea- 
tures in the world, btioved by the bed and mod ia- 
dn1{^eiH of parents; and rejoicing in the kind favour 
of two affcAionate Uncles, and in the eftecm of every . 
one. 

But how is this happy fcenCLUOw changed! — ^You 
w)s piiMfcd to caA a favourable eye upon me. Tqq 
aildrc.redyourftlf to my friends: Your propofafs were 
approved of by them— approved t)t without confult- 
ir.j; ine; a* if my choice and happinefs- were of the 
U\ui t^'!;n: lieu ion. Thofe who had. a rigly to all rea- 
tV :ahi(. cbedi<.ncc from me^ infixed upon it without 
1 . .c r^ :\ 1 had uot the felicity ta think as they did ; 
.»\*-».*:: ih* riiit lime my fcntiments dilFered from 
\.\.:.<. i b.tou$i\t them to. indulge me in.a. point fi) 
i 1 j^.''u;v, to r'ty tuiurc happineis: But, alas, in vain ! 
A vi ihc;i ^tor I iho.gh! it was but honed) I xoMl you 
»«»x u.i'^xl : and c\en thui my atfcAions were engaged. 

**;-% o .vr nu^rtlikitioa and furprifr, you pcrfilVed, 

« f ' » ^ 

Tic 
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' * The conlcqucncc of all is too grievous for me to- 
repeat : You, who have fuch free accefs to the reft of 
tbe family* know it too wcll-rtoo well you kaow it, 
either for the credit of your owh gencrofity, or for my 
reputation. I iim bfed, on your account,, as 1 never * 
before was ufed, and never before was ihdught to dej 
fctve to be ufed ; and this was^the hard, the impoffiblc 
condrtSon of their retumimg favour, that I muft prefer 
a man /I? *all others, that ^ all others I cannot prefer^ . 

Thus diftrcffed, and made unhippy,and all for your 
fake, and thro* your cruel perfevcrance,. J write, Sir, , 
tO' demand of you thcf peace of mind you have robbed • 
me of: To demand of you the Love of fo many dear 
friends, of which you ha^ve deprived me ; and, if you - 
have the gencrofity that ihould diftinguifb a man, and • 
a gentleman, to adjure younot to continue an addrefs • 
that has been attended wiih fuch cruel efiedts to the. . 
creature you prpfefs to efteeou i. 

If you really value me, ^s-my fnends "would makr 
me believe, and as, you4^ave declared you do, muft it 
not b^ a meaaand felfifh value ? A value that can have 
no merit with the unhappy objeft of it, becaufc it is 
attended with efFefts fo grievous to her ? It muft be ■: 
iotyour cwn fake only ^ not for mine. And even in this 
point you muft be miftaken ; for, would a prudet^t 
man wi(h to marry one who has, not a heart to give ? ' 
Who cannot eftcem him ? Who therefore muft prove ' 
a bad Wife !— ^And how cruel would it be to make a 
poor creature a bad Wife, whofe pride it .would be to • 
OiJ^e a good one ? 

If I am cJvpable of judging, our teinpera and incli- 
Bations are vaftiy differenr. Any other of my Sex will. 
make you happier than I can. .The treatment I laeec 
vrith, and the obftinacy, as it is called, with which £ 
fupport myfelf und.cr ic, ought to convince yoj of 
this ; were I not able to give fo good a realon for this 
my fuppofed perverfcneis, as that I cannot coiilent lo • 
murry a man whom I cannot value* 
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But if, Sir, you havc^ not fo much gcaerQjS<y in four 
Talue for me, as to dcfift fotT «fy ^tvn iakcy, let me 
coojure you,. by the regard due XQyour/cl/l. and'aot yguf 
own future happinefsj to difqa^tiaue your fuiCy and 
place your affe£Uoas oa a worthier obj«£t : For why 
ihould' you make me miierablr,, and ymirJjpVf BOt 
happy ^ By this means ypu wHl dp ^11 that is i¥>w ia 
your power to reftore to. me. the a0edtioi^ of of 
friends ; and, if That can be^ it will lea,vo me in M- 
happy a (late as you foand me ixr* Tou need only 
to fay. That you fee there are no Hqpes^ as you wiH 
perhaps comp!ai£incIy call it« of fucceeding with ma 
I And indeed, Sir, there c^nnoi be a greater truU^] ; 
and that you will therefore no more think of me ;.bul 
turn your thoughts another way.. 

Your compliance with this requeft will lay me urn 
drrthe higheXtobligatton to your generofity,,aad make 
me ever 

Tour WtiUnuiJhH'^ and htmbk Servant, 

Clarissa Harlowji. 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowbi. 

T^fe mojl humkly prefent'. 
DeareJ} Mtfi^ 

\j OUR Letter has hn.d a very contrary effcfk' upo^ 
* me, to what you fccm to have expe^ed from i^ 
It has doubly convinced me of the excellency of yoor 
mi nd> and of the honour of your difpofition* CallU 
f^'^fifky or what you ple2if<, I muft perfift in my fuit; 
an J happy (hall I be, if by pstience and perfevcranccr 
and a 4eady and unalterable devoir, I may ax laft OW- 
eonie the difficulty laid in my way* 

As your good Parents, your Uncles, and other 
friends, arc abfolutely determined you fliall never have 
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up CO bun mf £ftat«» a« aa inftAace of my generofitf,. 
hiKaafe ie coukl. not be happy without ir,, than I 
wooid aviniich Hiore- Talaable treafure^. to. promote the 
frikicy of aaocher» aod make his way cafier to- cif«*> 
esuBveoc myfelf. 

Pardoame; dear Mifs ; bat I muft^perTevere,. tho^ 
Sani-ibity you fufl^r oa. my account, as yon are plea- 
UkL-io ckiob; for I never be&re iaw the woman t 
tou)d' hyve !; A,nd while there is any hope, and^that you 
remain luidifpoftd of, to fome^ happier man, i. muft 
aodrwiU b» 

XourfaiPhfuJandplfeqtuous Admirer ^ 

Mmtht^ Roger SoLMfis. 

flfr^jAuus ITarcow^,. To Mifs Cl. Harlowb. 

March id, 
Vj^HATa fine whim you took* into your head; 
^ to write a Letter to Mr*. Solmes, to perfuade 
him to give up his preteniions to you ! — Of all the 
pretty romantic flights you have delighted in» this was 
certainly one of the moft^ extraordinary. But to fay 
nothing of what fire» us all with; indignation^ againil 
you (your owning. your prepofleffion in a villain's fa- 
TOur, and your impertinence to Me, and your Sifter^ 
and your Uncles ; one of which has given it you home, 
child)'.; how can you lay at Mr Solmes's door the 
lifage you fo bitterly complain of? — You know, littla 
fool as. you are» that it is your fondncfs for Lovelace 
that ha3 brought upon you all thefe things; and which 
w>uld. have happened whether Mr. Solmes had ho* 
soured you with his addrefles or not. 

As y/)U: muA needs know This to be true, confider^ 
^^FCtty witty MSfs,. if your fond love-fick heart can let 
^ou confider, what a fine figure alt your expoftvlations 
'" f ^ Us, and charges upon Mr. Solmes, make ! — 
"'^ whai propriety do you demand of Irim to reftore 
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to you yoiir - former htppinefs (as yon call it, and ' 
mertly cull it; for if- you thought our favour fo, 70U'' 
wouid rillore it'toyouHVJf) iince it is yet in yourowa • 
power to do fo ? Therefore,- Mifs Pert, none of your 
puibctucjt, . except in the rigbt pla'ce. Depend upon 
it, whether you have Mr Solmes or not, you flialt*- 
never hiive your hearths delight, the vile R&ke LoVe- 
Uce, if f)ur Parents, if ourUncleSj if 1/ can hinder 
in. No! you tallen angel, you (hall not give your- 
Father and Mother fuch a Son not me fnch a Brother^*. 
\Vk giving youFfelf iliat proflijiate wpetch for a HicJhandC 
And fu let your heart ai reO, and lay afide all thoughts^ 
of hicn, if ever you czpe£t fargweocfsj reconciliation^ 
or a kind opinion, from any of your own family ; bur-, 
eijpecially from hitp, who, at prefcnr, ftyles himfelf . 

Tour^ Brother^ 

James Haelows. . 

ft" 5. I know your kt^ack ^t Letter-writihg. If you ^ 
fend me an anfwer to this, I will return it unopen- 
cd ; for I will not argue with, yoiir pervericnefs in 
fo- plain a cafe — Only once for all, I was willing; 
to put you right as 10 Mr. Solaies ; whom I think^; 
to blame to trouble, his head about you. 

L E T T E R XXXIV; 

Mt. LOVEIACJS, Tb Jo.KN BeLEORD, £>^; , 

Friiayy March 17. 
1 ^Receive, with great pleafure, the^ early and chear-- 
ful afTu ranees of your Ix)yalty and Love* And let 
OuF principal and mcft trufty fricnd$ named in my 
laft know th»t I do. 

I would have thee. Jack,, come down, as foon as 
thou canft.. I believe 1 fhdll not want the others fo 
foon. Yci ihey may come down to Lord M's. I 
will be there, if not to leceive. them, to fatisfy my 
Lord that there is no neyv mii chief in hand, which' 
wilJ recjuire hi&fecond intervcmion^ FoY 
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-For tbyfelf, thou. muft be conftanrly wich-me: -Nbfr 
£br my Secunty i The faduly dare do nothiog but* 
bully : They bark only at a dUtance : Btit for my 
Entertainment .* Thu- thou mayft, .from the Latio : 
and the Eugliih ClaiScs, keep^my lo.ve-fick.Soulirom.'. 
drooping.. 

Thou hadft beH come. to mehere^.tn thy*old corpo^- 
ral's coat : Thy fervantout of livery ; and to be upon 
a familiar foot with me* as a di&anc reladou^ to be* 

Sovided for by thy iutereft. abo^-— <I. mean not in 
eaveor thou mayft be luce. Tbpu wilt find me at m 
little Alehoufe ; they call it an Idn : The White Hart; 
moft -terribly woundtd. (but by the weather: only) the 
Sign :— ^la a furry .vilUge ; within five mile^firom Har- 
lOwe- Place. . Every-body knows Harlowe-Place; for, 
like Verfailles, it is Tprung up fronn a dui»ghill| withla 
eyery elderly perfon's remembrance. Every p(>or body, 
particularly, knows it : But that only for a few years 
paft> fiuce a certain, angel haa appeared therQ among 
the fQn& and daughters of men. 

The people here at the Hart are-poor^ but- honed ; 
and have gotten it into. their heads » that I am a man 
of quality in difguife ; and there is no reining-in tneir 
officious • refpeA. Here is a. pretty little fmirking 
Daughter; Seventeen fix days ago. . I : call her my 
Rofe-bud. Her Grandmother (for there is, no Mother) 
a good neat old woman, as ever filled a wicker-chair 
in. a chimney-corner« has befought me to be merciful 
to her. 

This is ]the right way with me. . Many and many 
a pretty rogue had I fpared, whom I .did not fpare, 
b^d my power beci^ acknowledged, and my mercy in 
time implored, But the Debdlare, fuperh^i fhould be 
my motto, were I to havx^ a new one. 

This-fimple chit (for there is a fimplicity in her 
thou wouldft behighly pleafed with : All humble; all 
officious; all innocent — 1 love her for her humility, 
kcr officioulnefs, and even for her innocence) will be 
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preity amufcmem to thcc ; while I tombat with ihe 
wvaiher, and dod^e anil treep about ih« walk an J pur- 
lieus of Harlowc- Place. Thou wilt fee in her mind, all 
thai her ruperiors ha»e been taught to conceal in or- 
dtr lo render ihemfelves left niitur*!, and of conl'e- 
qiiencelefs pleaCng. 

Biit I charge ihet, tfcat thou do not {what ^ xrouM 
not permit tnyftlf to do for the world — I chargt 
ihce, tbarrhou db hot) crop my Rore-batf. Shcij 
the only flower of frjgrance, that has blowti in ihii 
■yicin.ige for fen ye^-j paft ; or will for ten years » 
come : Fur I have looted backward lo the A.ipc-itwn'^ 
aiKi forward to ihc witZ-te'/ ; having btit too muc$' 
kifure npon my Mjnds in my prefent waiting. 

1 iicBcr was fii honeft for l\> long together Cnce nif 
tnatnciitiition. Ii hthav.s nic Co to be — Soinc way of j 
ether, my rccefs at this little Inn may be found out; i 
and it will then be thought that my Rofe-bud has at- I 
trafttd me. A report in my fjvtmr, from Umplicitie* 
fo amiable, may eftabii(b me; for the Graodmothcrl 
relation to my Rofe-bud may be fworn to : And 'he I 
Father is an honeft poor man : Has no joy, but in hS' ' 
Rfife buil. — O J^ck: ! fparc thou ihcttforc (for l.fhill ) 
lease tbce often alone with her, . (pare thou) iry Kotl'-- j 
btui ! — Let rhe rule ( never departed from, bucit col! 
me a long regret, be obfirved to my Rofe-bud ! Nc j 
»er to ruin a poor gh 1, whofe firaplidty and innocence 
were all Ihe had to truft to ; and whofc fonuncswere i 
too low to Cave hi--r frora the rude contempts of woii^ 
minds than Irerown, and from an indigence cxtrtiMf ' 
Such a one will only pine in fecret j and at laft, per^ I 
hups, inordertortfnge htrl'elf from nttnderoostcngod 
and ?i»ulence, be indurcdto icmpt fotrx guilty Qreaai| 
or feck her end in the knee encircling garter, thar,.pe]4 ■ 
adventure, was the fii ft atiempt of abandoned Love,— ^ I 
No defiances will my Rofe-bud breathe ; no >^-de»- ' 
pendent, (A«-doubtful waichfulDcf) (Jndireftly cha* I 
knglng iby inventive mfichioaiioos to (Iff .ibdrworM' I 
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vill (he afTunic. Unfufpicious of her d^oger^ tho 
Lamb's throat will hardly fliun thj knife I — be no^ 
thou the Butcher of my Lambkia 1 

The lefs be thou {o% for the reaibn I am going to 

five thee — The gentle heart is touched by Love : 
[er foft bofom heaves wiih a pailion (he h^s not yet 
found a name for. I once caught her eye following 
a young carpenter, a widow neighbour's foo^ living 
Qo fpeak in her diakA] at the lilt levj hit c houfe ovtr 
the way. A gentle youth he alfo feems to )>e» aboQt 
three years older than herfelf: Play- mates from in- 
fancy, till his Eighteenth and her Fifteenth year 
furniflied a reafon Tor a greater diilance in (hew, while 
their hearts gave a better for their being nearer than 
«ver-**For I Toon percieved the Love reciprocal. A 
fcrape and a bow at firft feeing hi», pretty miftrefs ; 
turning often to falute her following eye ; and, when 
a windmg lane was to deprive him of her (ight, his 
whole body ti|rnc;d round, his hat more revccentljp 
d*offed than before. This anfwered (foft unifeen, I 
was b<*hind her) by a low courteiy^. and a (igh, that 
jobaoy was too far off to hear 1 — Happy Whelp I 
l^d. H to myfelfl I withdrew : and in tript my Ro(e- 
btid| as if laiisfied with, the dumb ihew, and wiihiog 
nothing beyond ir. 

( have examined the little heart* She has mads me 
htx confident. She owns» (he could love Johnny 
Barton very well : And Johnny Barton has to\d her^ 
He could love her better than any maiden he ^ver 
Ciw — But, alas ! it muA not be thought of. Why npi 
be thought of ! — She don't know ! — And then (he 
fighed : But Johnny has an Aunr, who will give him 
an hundred pounds, when his time is out \ and her 
Father cannot give her but a few things, or fo, to fet 
her out with : And tho' Johnny's Mother fays, (he 
knows not where Johnny would have a prettier^ or 
notabler wife, yet — And then (he fighcd again— 
Wh4l fig,nifics talking ? — I would UQV Uvifc ^>mx«^ 
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be unhappy and poor for me \ — For what good would 
that do mey you know^ Sir ! 

AVhat would I give [By my Soul^ my angel will 
indeed reform me, if her friends implacable folly ruin 
us not both ! — What would I give] to have fo inno- 
cent and fo good a heartj as either my Rofc-bud's^ oi 
Johnny*s ! 

I have a confounded mifchievous one — ^by nature' 
too, 1 think ! — A good motion nbw-and-then rifes 
from it: But it dies away prcfently — A love of in- — 
trigue — An invention for mifchief — A triumph in fub— *■ 
duing — Fortune encouraging and fupporting — And 
conftitution — What fignifies palliating ? But I beru 
I had been a rogue, had I been a plough-boy. 

But the devirs in this Sex ! Eternal mifguiders t 
Who, that has once trefpailed with them, ever reco* 
vered his virtue ? And yet where there is not virtue^, 
which nevcrthelcfs we free-livers are continually plot- 
ting to deftroy, what is there even in the ultimate of 
our wifhes with them ? — Preparation and ExpeBattoi^g- 
are in a manner every-thing : ReJlt;5iion indeed maj^- 
be fomething, if the mind be hardened above feeling- 
the guilt of a pad trefpafs : But the Fruition^ what ii 
there in that ? And. yet That being the end, nature .. 
will not be fatisfied without ir. . 

See what grave reflexions an innocent fubjeft will 
produce ! Ir gives me fome plcafure to think, that it 
is not out of my power to reform : But then, Jack, 
i am afraid I mul^ keep better company than I do at. 
prcfent— For we certainly harden one another. But 
be not caft d<>iiKn, my boy ; there will be tiitie enough'^ 
to give the whole fraternity warning to chufe another, 
leader : And I fancy thou wilt be the man. 

Mean time, as I make it my rule, whenever I have 
committed a very capital enormity, to do fome good 
by way ot.a.onement ; and as I .bclure I am a pretty 
deal ind».b"^'d on thai (core: I intend, before 1 leave 
thiic |>art$ (lucct^isfully (hall I leave them I hope, or 
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I (hall be tempted to double the mifchief by way of 
revenge, tho' not to my Rofc-bud any) to join aa 
hundred pounds to Johnny's Aunt's hundred pounds, 
to make one innocent couple happy. — I repeat there- 
fore, and for half-a-dozen more there/ores^ Spare thou 
my Rofe-bud. 

An interruption — Another Letter anon ; and botk 
(hall go together. 

LETTER XXXV. 

Mr. Lovelace, To Joh(n BelforDi Efq\ 

1H AVE found out by my watchful Spy almoft as 
many of my charmer's motions, as of thofe of the 
reft of her Relations. It delights me to think how 
the rafcal is carefTed by the Uncles and Nephew ; and 
let into their fecrets; yet proceeds all the time by my 
line of dire£lion. I have charged him, however, on 
forfeiture of his prefent weekly ftipend, and my fu- 
ture favour, to take care, that neither my Beloved, 
nor any of the family, fufpeft him : 1 have told him^ 
chat he may indeed watch her egrefles and regrefles ; 
but that only keep off other fervantsfrom her paths ; 
yet not to be feen by her himfelf. 

The dear creature has tempted him, he told themp 
with a Bribe [which Jhe never offered] to convey ft 
Letter [which Jhe never wrotc\ to Miffi Howe ; he he- 
BeveSf with one inclofed {perhaps tome): But he de- 
dined it : And he begged they would take no notice 
of it to her. This brought him a ftingy {billing ; 
great applaufe; and an injunction followed it to all 
the fervants, for the ftridteft look-out, left the Qiould 
contrive fome way to fend it — And, about an hour 
after, an order was given him to throw hiuifelf ia 
her way; and (cxprcffing his concern for denying her 
requeft) (o tender bibfcrvice to her, and to bring them 
her Letter : Which it will be proper /or bhn to report 
that ike has rctufed to give him. 
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Now feed thou not^ how many good ends this 
contrivance anfwers ? 

- In the firft place, the Lady is fecured by it, againft 
her owo knowledge, in the liberty allowed her of tar 
king her private walks in the garden : For this attempt 
has confirmed them in their belief, that now they have 
fumed off her maid, (he has no way to fend a Letteic 
out of the houfe : If (he had, Ihe would notiiave run 
the rifk of tempting a fellow who had not been in 
her fecret — So that fhe can profecute unfufpe^diy 
her correfpondence with me, and Mift Howe;. 

In the next place, it will perhaps afford me aa 
opportunity of a private interview with her,, which t 
am meditating, let her take it as ihe will; having 
found out by my Spy (who can keep off evecy*body 
elfe) that fhq goes every morning and evening to a^ 
Woodhoufe remote from the dwelling-houfe, under 
pretence of vifiting and feeding a let of Bantam- 

Eoultry, which were produced from a Breed that wa9 
er Grandfather's, and of which for that reafon.fhe^ 
it very fond ; as alfb of feme other curious fowb 
brought from the fame place. I have an account of 
all her motions here. — And as fhe has owned ro ma 
in one of her Letters that fhe correfponds privately 
with Mif^ Howe, t prefume it is by this way*. 

The Interview I am meditating, will produce her 
confent, I hopif,, to other favours of the liKe kind.i 
For, fhould fhe not chufe the place in which I am. 
ezpeAing to fee her,, I can attend her any-where in 
the rambling, Dutch tade garden, whenever (he will 
permit me chat honour : For my implement, bight 
Jofepb Lemariy has procured me the opportunity of 
getting two keys made to* the garden-door (one of 
which L have given him, for reafons good); which, 
door opens to the haunted Coppice, as tradition has- 
made the fervants think it ; a man having been found 
banging in it about twenty years ago : And Jofeph, 
upon proper noiicci will leave it unbolted* 

Biit 
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But I was obliged previoufly to give hicn my ho- 
nour, that no mifchief fhall happeo to any of mf 
adverfaries froth ihis libertv: For the fellow tellf 
me, that he loves all his mauers : And^ only that he 
knows I ama m^n of honour; and that my alliance 
will do credit to the family ; and after prejudices are 
ovefcome, evcry-body will think fo ; or he would 
not for the world aA the part he does 

There never was a rogue, who had not a falvo to 
himfelf for being fo.-^-What a praife to Honefty^ that 
every man pretends to it, even at the inftant that 
he knows he is purfuing the methods that wilt perhaps 
prove him a knave to the whole world, as well as to 
bis own confcicnce ! 
; But what this flupid family can mean^ to make all 
this tiecefiary> I cannot imagine. My Revenge and 
my Love are uppcrmoft by turns. If the latter fuc- 
cced ^SOf, the gratifying of the former will be my 
only confolation : And, by All that*s good, (hey (hall 
f^el ir ; ahho' forit I become an exile from my native 
cJDtafry for ever. 

1 will throw rnyfclf into my Charmer's prefence. I 
hate twice already attempted it in vain. 1 fhall then 
iet what I may depend upon from her favour. If I 
rhoughtl had no profpe£l of chat, I ihould be tempted 
it>>«hf^ her off — That would be a rape worthy of a 
Jujjlter ! 

But all jgetitle (h^llbe fny movements: All refpeft- 
ftfl, cv^n to reverence, my addrefs to her-— Her hand 
(ball be the only witnefs to the preflure of. my lip— 
tBtf treihbling tip : I hiov>\\ will tremble, if I do not 
bm It tremble. As foft my fighs as the fighs of my 
gthtle Rofi-bud. By iny humility will I invite her 
cotifidence : The lonelinefs of the place fliall give me 
no advantage : To difiipaie her fears, and engage her 
reliance upon ipy honour for the future, Ihali be my 
whole endeavour— But little will I complain of ^ \Na\ 
at all will I ihrcateb, thoft who ^tc coIvutL\v*^'^^^'«^'^• 
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tcning me : But yet with a view to aft the part of 
Dryden*s Lion : To fecure my Love> or to let looie 
my vengeance upon my hunters. 

Uhat tho* his mighty foul his grief contains ? 
He meditates revenge who lea ft complains :. 
And like a lion flumb* ring in his luay, 
OrJleef> fifemblingf while he tvaits his prey , 
His fearlefs foes within his tbfianct draws ; 
Con ft rains his roaring, and confraCis his paws .•' 
Till at the laft^ his time for fury found, 
He /hoots withfudden vengeance from the ground i 
The proftrate vuli»ar paf/es o^er^ and f pares ; 
Mut^ with a lordly rage^ his hunters tears* 

LETTER XXXVL 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowb, To Mifs Howe. 

Saturday^ March i8. 
T have been frighted out of my wiis — Still am ia • 
•*- manner out of breath — Thusoccaiioncd — I went 
down> under the ufual pretence, in hopes to find iome* 
thing from you. Concerned at my dilappoinimenti 
I was returning 6rom the Woodhoufe^ \ihcQ I heard 
a ruftling as of fomebody bc-hind a ftack of ^ood, I 
wascxucmely furprilld : But ftill more, to behold a 
man coming from behind the furthermoft ftack. O, 
thought I> at that moment, the lin of a prohibiied 
correspondence ! 

In the fame point of time that I faw him, be be- 
fought me not to be frighted : And, ilill nearer ap- 
proaching me, threw open a horfeman's coat : i^nd 
who ihould it be but Mr. Lovelace I — I could not 
fcieani out (yet attempted to fcream, the moment I 
fa\v a man ; and again, when I faw who it was) ; for 
I had no voice : And had I not caught hold of a 

prop which fupported the old roof^ I ihould have 

iunk» 
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I had hitherto^ as you know, kept him at a diftance: 
And now, as I recovered myfelf, judge of my firft 
emotions, when I recolieifled his ch9raSer from every 
mouth of tny family ; his enterpriOng temper ; and 
found myfelf alone with him, in a place fo near ft 
bye-lane, and fo remote from the houfe. 

But his refpeflful behaviour foon diilipated thefe 
fears, and gave me others ; Ie(l we 0iould be fren to- 
gether, and information of it given to my Brother : 
The confcquences ot which, 1 could readily think, 
would be, if not further mifchief, an imputed ailigna- 
tion, a ftriAer confinemenr,a forfeited corrcfpondence 
with you, my beloved friend, and a pretence for the 
moft violent compulfions : And neither the one fct of 
refleftions, nor the other, acquitted him to me for 
his bold incrutlon. 

As foon therefore as I could fpeak, I exprelTed with 
the greatcA warmth my difpleaiure ; and told him, 
that he cared not how much he expoied me to the 
refentment of all my friends, provided he could gra- 
tify his own impetuous humour. I then commanded 
him to leave the place that moment ; and was hurry- 
ing from him, when he threw himfelf in the way at 
my feet, befeeching my* ftay for one moment ; de- 
claring, that he funered himfelf lo be guilty of this 
fafhnefs, as I thought it, to avoid one much greater :— 
For> in fhort, he could not bear the hourly infults he 
received from my ^aanly, with the thoughts of having 
fo little interefl in my favour, that he could not pro- 
mife himfelf thai his patience and forbearance would 
be attended with any other ifTue than to lofe me for 
ever, and be triumphed oyer and infultcd upon it. 

This man* you koow, has very ready knees. You 
have faid, that he ought, in fmall points, frequently 
to offend, on purpofe to ihcw what au addreis he is 
mailer of. 

He ran on, expreffing his apprehenfions that a iwss!^ 
jpcr fo gentle aad.obljgingi »slic Kv'i uCvi^ nr-ja, ^s^ 
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evciy-body but him (and a dutiRilnefs fo exrmplarf 
incltned me to do my part to others, whether thtf 
did theirs or not by me) would be wrou|(ht upon hi 
favour of a man fct up in part to be revenged upoti 
myfclf, for my Grandfather's envied difiinAioti of 
me ; and in part to be revenged upon hitn, for hav)tig 
given lift to one, who would have taken his ; and 
now fought to deprive him of hopes deareir to hiffl 
than life. 

J told him, be might be aflured, that the Icvethy 
and ill-ufage I met with would be far from etfefitisg 
the propoied end : That altho* I could, with great fid* 
cerity, declare for a Single Life (which had always 
been my choice) ; and particukrly, that if ever 1 
married, if they would not infift upon the man I had 
an adverfion to^ it fhould not be with the tnati theV 
diniked— 

He interrupted me here : He hoped I would forgive 
him for it ; but he could not help expreffing hh great 
concern, that, after fo many inftances of his paffionate 
and oblcquious devotion — 

And pray, Sir, faid I, let me interrupt you in nij^ 
turn ; — Why don't yoU aflcrt, in {lill plainer Words, 
the obligation you have kid me un^der by this .yoo'r 
boafted devotion ? Why don't yob let liie ktiow, ib 
terms as high as your implication, that a perfevertnce 
I have not wi(hed for, which has fet all my reUtioifi 
at variance with me, is a merit that throws upon xxSt 
the guitt of ingratitude for not anfwering it as yoti 
feem to expeift \ 

I muft forgive him, he faid, if he, who pretended 
only to a comparative merit (and other wife thotiglft 
no man living could dderve me) bad prefulmfed to 
hope for a greater (hare in my fevdul*, tban he had 
hitherto met with, when fuch Men as Mr. Symtbe^, 
Mr. Wyerley, and now, laAIy, fo vile a reptile as 
this Solmes, however difcouraged by myfetf, were 
made bis compcvLiQt%. A.% xt> ih^ i^titverHnGc I men- 
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tioned, it was impoffiblc for him not to perfevere : 
But 1 mud needs know, that were he not in being, 
the terms Splmes had propofed were fuch, as would 
have involved me in the fame difficulties with xoj 
relations that I now laboured under^ He therefore 
look the liberty to faf, that my favour to him, far 
from encreafing ihofe difficulties, would be the rca- 
dieft way to extricate mc from them. 'They had 
made it impoilible [he told me, with too much truth] 
to oblige them any way. but by facrificing myfelf to 
Solmes. They were well appriftd befides of the dif- 
ference between the two ; one, whom they hoped to 
manage as they pleafed ; the other, who could and 
^ould proteft me from every infult ; and who had 
natural \>ioi^tCts much fuperior to my Brother's yd/o/j/S 
views of a Title. 

How comes this man to know fo well all our foi- 
bles ? But I more wonder how he came to have a 
notion of meeting me in this p'lce ? 

. I was very uncafy to be gone ; and the more as the 
night came on apace. But there was no getting from 
him, till I had heard a great deal more of what he 
bad to fay. 

As he hoped, that I would one day make him the 
bappiefl man in the world, he airui;ed me that he 
had fo much regard for my fame, that he would be 
as far from adviiing any flep that was likely to caft a 
(hade upon my reputation (altho' that ftep was to be 
ever fo much in his own favour) as I would be to 
follow fuch advice. But fince I was not to be per- 
mitted to live fingic, he would fubmit it to my confi- 
deration, whether I had any way but one to avoid the 
intended violence to my inclinations — My Father {o 
jealou<; of his authoruy : Both my Uncles in my . 
Fathrr's way cf thinking : My Coufin Mordtn at a 
dillance : My Uncle and Aunt Hervcy awed into 
injignifcance^ was his word : My Brother ^tw^ "^iv^^^ 
inflaming every cnc : Selmts^s ViCtv^ t^mvs'^vvcv^,* 

• Vol. [. M ^^^ 
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Mifs Howe's Mother rather of party with them, for 
motives reipe&ing example to her own Daughter. 

And then he afked me, If I would receive a Letter 
from Lady Betty Lawrance« on this occafion : For 
Lady Sarah .Sadleir^ he faid, having lately loft her 
only childj' hardly looked into the worldj or thought 
of it farther than to wi0i him married^ and preferably 
to all the women in the world, with me. 

To be fure, my. dear, there is a great deal in what 
the man faid — I may be allowed to fay This, wiih- 
. out an imputed ^^Ti; or /^ro^.-*^But I told him never- 
thelefs, that altho*! had great honour for iheXiadies 
he was related to, yet I fhould not chufe to receive a 
Letter on a fubjeA that had a tendency to promote an 
end I was far from intending to promote: That it 
became me, ill as 'I was treated at prefcnt^ to boja 
every-thifig, to bear every thing, and to try cvtry- 
tfaing : When my Father faw my ftedfaftnefs, and 
that I would die rather than have Mr. Solmes, he 
would perhaps recede— 

Interrupting me, he reprefented the unlikelihood 
there was of that, from the courfes they had entered 
upon; which he thus enumerated : — ^Their engaging 
Mrs. Howe againft me, in the firil place, as a peifon 
I might have thought to fly tOi if puihed to defpe- 
ration : — -My Brother continually buzzing in my Fa- 
ther's ears, that itiy Coufm Morden would foon arrive, 
and then would infift upon giving me poiTeflion of my 
Grandfather's £ftate,in purluance of the Will ; which 
would render me: independent of my Father :— Their 
difgractful confinement ot me -.—Their difmiflUng fo 
fuddenly my iervant, and letting my Sifter's over me: 
\ — Their engaging my Mother, contrary to her own 
judgment, againft me : Thefc, he faid, were all fo 
many flagrant proofs that they would ftick at nothing 
to carry their point ; and were what made him inex- 
Preffibly uneafy. 

He appealed \q me, whcUier ever J knew my Fa- 
ther 
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thcr recede from any refoluiion he had once fixed ; 
rfpecialljr, if he thought either his Prerogative, or his 
Authority, concerned In thequeftion. His acquaint- 
ance with our Family, he faid, enabled him to give 
feveral inftances (but they would be too grating to 
me) of ^n arbitrarineis that had few examples cvea 
ifQ the Families of Princes : An arbitrarinefs, which 
the moft excellent of women, my Mother^ too fe- 
irerely experienced. 

He was proceeding, as I ttouglit, witli refleftions 
of this fort ; and I an|;ril7 told him, I would not 
permit my Father to be reflefted upon ; adding. That 
fars ieverity to me, however unmerited^ was not a 
warrant for me to difpenfe with my duty to him 

He had no pleafure, he faid, in urging any-thing 
that could be Jo conftrued ; for, however well war- 
i:anited h€ was to make fuch refleftions from the pro* 
v^catiom they were continually giving him, he knew 
how ofienfive to me any liberties of this fort would 
be. — And yet he mult own» that it was painful to 
hm^ who had youth atid paffions to l3e allowed for» 
as well as others ; and who had always valued him- 
felf upon fpeaking his mind; to curb himfelf, under 
fuch treatment. Neverthelefs, his confideration forme 
iirould make him confine himfelf, in his obfervations^ 
to fafjbs chat were tooilagrant, and too openly avowed, 
to be difput'.d. It could not th&vefore ju/iiy difpleafe, 
he would venture to fay, if he made this natural in- 
ference from the premifes^ That if fuch were my Fa- 
ther's behaviour to a fVi/e who dHputed i^t the ima- 
ginary Prerogative he was fo unprecedently fond of 
afierting» what room had a Daught^ to hope^ that 
ire would depart from an Authority he was fo earneft, 
and fo much more concerned, to maintain f — Family- 
interefts at the fame time engaging ; an averfion, how- 
ever caufeletly conceived, Simulating ; my Brother*^ 
and Sifter's refentments and feUllh Vvcivis csi^o^^t^^ 
ting; and mf bimiihment from their wttcxi^^ "^^^^'^ 

M a ^*^^^ 
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ing mc of tHA. perfonal plea or entreaty in my own fa- 
Your. 

How unhappy^ my dear, that there b but too 
niuch reafon for thefc obfervatioi3s» and for this infe- 
rence ; made, likcwife, with more coolnefs and refpeft 
to my family than one would have apprehended from 
a man fo much provoked, and of pailions fo high^ 
and generally thought uncontroulable ! 

"Will you not qucftion me about throbs and gk-ws^ 
' i[, from fuch inflances of a command over his fiery 
temper, for my fake^ I am ready to infer, that were 
my friends capable of a Recontiliation with him, he 
might be affedted by arguments apparently calculated 
for his prtfent and future good ? Nor is it a very bad 
indication, that he has fuch moderate notions of that 
▼ery high Prerogative in Hulbands, of which we in 
our family have been accuftomed to hear fo much. 

He reprefented to mc, that my prefent difgraceful 
confinemetit was known to all the world : That nei- 
ther my Sifter nor Brother fcrupled to reprefent me as 
an obliged and favoured child in a ftate of a£hial re- 
bellion : — ^Thaf, ncvenhekfs, every-body who knew 
roe was ready to juftiiy me for an averfion to a man 
vjrhom every body thought utterly unworthy of m^, 
and more fit for my Si/Ur : That unhappy as he was, 
in not having been able lo make any greater imprcf- 
ilon upon me in his favour, all the world gave me to 
him: — Nor was there but one objcftioa made to 
him, by his very enemies (his birth, his fortunes, his 
profpeasall unexceptionable, and ihc latter fplendid) ; 
and that objtaion, he thanked God, and my exam- 
pie, wasm a fair way of bdng removed forever: 
bince he had ieen his error, and was heariily fick of 
the courfes he had fallowed ; which, however, were 
far lefs enor„,ous than malice and envy hdVpre- 

.actions, than by th^ IUO& .^^^^^^xi ^^^^^^^^^^3 %nd 
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promifes. And then complitnenting my perfan^ he 
aflurtd me (for that he always loved virtue^ ..^^ho' he 
had not followed its rules as he ought) Ukat he. was 
ftill more captivated with the graces of my minds 
And would frankly own, that till he had the honour 
to know mcy he had never met with an inducement 
fufficient to enable him to overcome an unhappy kind 
of prejudice to Matrimony ; which had made him 
before impenetrable to the wifhes and recommenda- 
tions of all his relations, . 

You fee, my dear, he fcruples not to fpeak of him- 
fclf, as his enemies fpeak of him. I can't fay, but bis 
opennefs in thefe particulars gives a credit to his other 
profcfGons. I ihould eafily,* I think, deteft an hypo- <]^ 
critc : And this man particularly, who is faid to have 
pillowed himfelf m great liberties, were he to pretend 
to inflantaneous lights and convi^ions — at this time of 
life too — Habits, I am fenfible,. arc not fo eafily 
changed. You have always joined with me in re- 
marking> that he wilK fpeak hid mind in freedom^ 
even to a degree of unpolitenefs fometimes ; and that 
his very treatment of my family is a proof that he 
cannot make a mean court to any-body for intereft- 
fake — What pity, where there are fuch laudable trace?, 
that they (hould have been fo mired, and choaked up» 
as I may fay! — We have heard, that the man's head 
is better than his heart: But db you really think 
Mr. Lovelace can have a very bad heart I Why (hould 
not there be fomeching in Bhod in the| human crea- 
ture, as well as in the ignobler animals ? None of 
his family arc exceptionable — but himfelf, indeed. 
The charaAers of the Ladies are admirable — But I 
fliall incur the iniputation I wifh to avoid. Yet what 
a look of ccnforioufoefsdoes itcarry in an unfpnring 
friend, to take one to tafk for doing that juftice, and 
making thofe charitable inferences in favour of a par- 
tiGular perfon, which one ought without Cci:\x^\^\x^ 
do, and to make, in the btViaYi ot ^w^ o^^c& \st'*x^ 
YiviPQ .' M 3 "^^^ 
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H^JJW fl again prefTed me to receive & Letter of 
" aioa from Lady Betif. He laid, thii 

ih flood a Utile too much npon punctilio ; 
l^nue atfo did (But inden! Births vor 
_||^ was vinue : Virtue> Birth ; the 
tents to^^eni puuAilio the lame ; the origin 
, one) [Hm^ame this notion from htm !] — : 
Wi'"Lndy Betty would write to itu s But &e would 
Bit?Wil!ing to be firft apprifed, that her offer would be 
well received — as it would have the a|q>earaDce of 
being made againft the liking of one part of my fa- 
niily ; and which nothing would induce her to make, 
bat the degree of unworthy perfetution which I aftu- 
oDy labourcid ander, and had reafon farther to apprt* 
head. 

I told him, that, however greatly I thought myfclf 
obliged n^Lady Betty Lawrance, if this offer came 
' ''fitoin hcrf^S«Jct it was eafy to fee to what it led. It 
might Itxifc likeSi^nity in mc. perhaps, to fay. TTist 
this urgency in him»vOn this occ^jjon, wore the face 
of art, in order to engage me iuRKmeafures from 
which I might not ealily extricate myld!^! faid, tbal 
I Ihould not be aficAed by the fplcndor of evea a 
Royal Title. Gosdntfi, I thought, was Greatntfs t 
That the excetleot characters of the Ladies of bis 
famQy weighed more with me, than the cottfidcration 
that they were half-Sifters to Lord M. and Daughters 
of an Earl ; That he would not, have found encou- 
ragement from mc, had my friends been con/cnling V> 
his addrefs, if he had ouly a mert relative merit to 
ihofe Ladies : Since, in that cafe, the very reafons thai 
made mc admire thtm. would have betn fo many ob- 
jeflions to their kin/man. 

I then alTurcd him, that it was with infinite con- 
Wv' r ^^^ ^"'^"'^ myfelf drawn into an epifto. 

co/rtfnn!^ 1''°"^°" *'"'' ^''"' • flp«ially fince that 
a«r«aC'ir'".' ^""^ ^"^ P^obibi.ed !~ And the only 
agreeable ufe I could think of making of this unei- 
(cAed 
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pe£led and undeiired Interview, was, to let liim know, 
that I (hould from henceforth think myfelf obliged to 
difcontinue it. And I hoped» that he would not have 
the thought of engaging me to carry it on by menacing 
my relations. 

There was light enough to diftinguifh, that he 
looked very grave upon this. He fo much valued 
my free choice, he faid, and my unbiafed favour 
(fcorning to fee himfelf upon a foot with Soimesin the 
campuifory methods ufed in^that man's behalf) that 
he (hould hate himfelf, were he capable of a view of 
intimidating me by fo very poor a method. But, ne- 
▼erthelefs, there were two things to be confidered : 
Firft, That the continual outrages he was treated 
with ; the fpies fet over him,' one of Which he had 
detected ; the indignities all his faoiiTy ' were likewife 
treated with; as alfo, myfelf; avowedly in malice to 
him, or he (hould not prefume to take upon himfelf 
to refent for me, without my leaveXThe artful wretch 
- law he would have lain open here, had he not thus 
guarded] — All thefe condderations caHed upon him to 
uiew a proper refentment :^And^he would leave it to 
me to judge, whether it would be reafonable for him, 
as a man of fpirit, to bear fuch infults, if it were not 
for my fake. I would be pleafed to confider, in the 
next place, whether the fituation I was in (a prifoner 
in my Father's houfe, and my whole family deter- 
mined to compel me to marry a man unworihy of 
me; and that f'peediiy, and whether I^confented or 
not) admitted of delay in the preventive meafures he 
wae defirous to put me upon, *in the loft re/brt only. 
Nor was there a nece(fity, he (aid,* if I were aftually 
i6 Lady Betty's protedtion, that I fhould be his, it, 
afterwards, I (hould fee any thing objedtible in his 
conduA. 

But what would the world conclude would be the 
end, I demanded, were I, in the laft refort^ ^& kA. 
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propofcd, to throw myfelf into the protection of Air 
iriendsy but that it was with fuch a view ? 

And what lefs did the world think nc7i, he afked, 
than that I was confined that I might not ? You are to 
confider, Madam, you have not nCw an option ; and 
to whom ii it owing that you have not ; and that you 
arc in the power of thofe (Parents why fhould 1 call 
them ?} who are determined, that you (hould not have 
an option. All \ propofe is, that you will embrace 
fuch a proteAion ; — but not till you have tried every 
way, to avoid the neceffity for it. 

And give me leave to fay, proceeded he, that if a 
correfpondence on which I have founded all my hopes, 
is, at this critical conjuncture, to be broken off; and 
if you arc refolved not to he provided againft the worft ; 
it muft be plain to me, that you will at laft yield t;o 
That word— Worft to mc only — It cannot be to you^ 
And then! [and he put his hand clenched to his fore- 
bead] how fhall I bear the fuppofition ? — Then will 
you be That Solmes*s I — But, by all that's Sacred, nei- 
ther He, nor your Brother, nor your Uncles, (hall en- 
joy their triumph— Perdition feizemy SouI,if they fliall! 
The man's vehemence frightened me x Ycr, in re- 
fentment, I would have left him ; but, throwing him- 
fclf at my feet again. Leave me not thus — I befeeqh 
you, diearcA Madam, leave me not thus, in defpair. 
I kneel not, repenting of what I have vowed infach 
a cafe as That I have fuppofcd. I re-vow it, at your 
feet I — /^ndjo he did. But think nor it is by way of 
menace, or to intimidate you to favour me. If your 
heart inclines you [«nd then he arofc] to obey your 
Father (your Brother rather) and to have Soloies ; 
altho* 1 Ihall avenge myfelf on thofe who have infultcd 
me, for their infulrs to myfelf and family ; yet will I 
tear out my heart from This bofom (if poflible with 
my own hands) were it to fcruple to give up its ar- 
dors to a woman capable of fuch a preference. 
I told him> that he talked to mc in very high lan- 

%\iag^e 5 
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guage ; buth#might afTure himfelf^ that I never would 
have Mr. Solmes .(Yet that this I faid not in favour to 
him) and I had declared as much to my relations, 
were therf not fuch a man as himfelf in the world. 

Would I declare, that I would dill honour him wifh 
my cdrrcfpondence ? — He could not bear^ that, ho- 
ping to obtain greater \nR2inces of my favour, he fhould 
forfeit tlic only one he had to boaft of. 

i bid him fv)rbear lafhncfs or refentment to any of 
my family, and I would, for fome time at Icaft, tiJI 
I faw what ifflie my prefcnt trials were likely to have, 
proceed with a corrtfpondence, which, neverthelcfs, 
xny heart condmned — 

And his fpirit him, the impatient creature faid, in- 
terrupting me, for bearing what he did; when hecon- 
fidered, that the necelEty of it was impofed upon him, 
■ot by 7ny will (for then he Would bear it chcarfuHy, 
and a thoufand times more) but by creatures — And 
there he ftopt. 

I toki him plainly, that he might thank himfelf 
(whofe indifferent charaifter, as to morals, had given 
fuch a handle agninft hire) for all. It was but juft:, 
that a man fhould be fpoken evil of, who fet no value 
upon his reputation. 

He offered to vindicate himfelf : But I told him, I 
would judge hrm by his own rule — by his anions, not - 
by hSsprofefions. 

Were not his enemie?, he faid, fo powerful, and 
fo determined; and had they not already fliewn their 
intentions- in fuch high afts of even cruet ct mpul- 
fions ; but would leave me to my choice, or to my 
defii e of living iingle ; he would have been content 
to undergo a twelvemonth's probation, or more : But 
he was confident, that one month would cither com- 
* plcte all their purpofes,pr render them abortive: And 
I bt;ft knew what hopes I had of my Fdfherh rece- 
ding — He did not know hi.n, if I had an^. 

I fiid, ( wculd try every method^ thciX. ^\\\v'^x tsx-^ 
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duty or my influence upon any of them (hould fog- 
gefky before I would put myfclf into any other pro- 
tection : And, if nothing elfe would do, would refigo 
the envied Eftate ; and that I dared co fay would. 
* He was contented^ he faid» to abide that iflue. He 
jQioald be far from wifhing me to embrace any other 
protection, but, as he had frequently faid, in the laft 
neceffity. But, deareA creature, faid he, catching my 
hand with ardor, and pre/Eng it to his lips, if the 
yielding up that Eftate will do — Refign it ; — and be 
mine — And I will corroborate, with all my foul, your 
refignation! 

This was not ungeneroufly faid : But what will not 
thefe men fay to obtain belief, and a power over one ? 

I made many efforts to go ; and now it was fo 
dark, that I began to have great apprehenfions. I 
cannot fay from his behavour : Indeed, he has a good 
deal raifed himfelf in my opinion by the peribnal 
refpeA, even to reverence, which he paid me during 
the whole conference : For altho* he flamed out once 
upon a fuppofition that Solmes migbt. fucceed, it was 
upon a fuppofition that would excufe paffion, if any- 
thing could, you know, in a man pretending to love 
with fervor; altho' it was fo levelled* that I could not 
avoid relenting it. 

He recommended himfelf to my favour at parting, 
with great earneftnefs, yet with as great fubmiffion ; 
not offering to condition any- thing with me ; altho' 
he hinted his wifhes for another meeting : Which I 
forbade him ever attempting again in the iame place. — 
And I will own to you, from whom I ihould be really 
61ameable to conceal any-thing, that his arguments 
(drawn from the difgraceful treatment I meet with) 
of what I am to expeft, make n^ begin to apprehend, 
that I ihall be under an obligation to be either the one 
»ian's or the other's — And if fo, 1 fancy I ihall not 
^ncur your blame, were I to fay, which of the two it 
■auft be. You have faid, which it muft not be. But 

O 
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O my dear, .the Single Life is by far the mod eligible 
to me : Indeed it is. And I hope yet to be permitted 
to make that option. 

I got back without obfervation : Bat the apprehen- 
fion that I ihould not, gave me great uneafiners ; and 
made me begin my Letter in a greater flutter than he 
gave me caufe to be in,^ except at the firft feeing him ; 
for then indeed my fpirits ' failed me ; and it was a 
particular felicity, that,,vin fuch a placCf' in fuch-^a 
fright, 4Qd alone with him, I*fainted noraway. 

I {hou)d add. That having reproached him with 
his behaviour the laft Sunday at church, he folemnly 
aflbred me. That it was not what had been repre- 
fentod to me : That he did not expe6l to fee me there: 
But hoped to have an opportunity to addrefs himfelf 
to my Father, and to be permitted to attend him 
home. But that the good Dr. Lewen had perfuaded 
him not to attempt fpeaking to any of the family, at 
that time ; obferving to him the emotions into which 
bis prefence had put every-body. He intended no 
pride, or haughtinefs of behaviour, he afTured me ; 
and that the attributing fuch to him was the cSeA of 
that ill-will which he had the mortification to find in- 
fuperable : Adding, That when he bowed to my 
Mother, it was a compliment he intended generally 
^ to every one in the pew, as well as to her, whom he 
fiocerely venerated. 

If he may be believed (and I {hould think he would 
not have come purpofely to defy my family, yet expeft 
favour from me) one mav fee, my dear, the force of 
hatred, which mifrcprefents all things ; — Yet why 
{hould Shorey (except officioufly to pleafe her princi- 
pals) make a report in his disfavour ! He told me^ 
That he would appeal to Dr. Lewen for his juftifica- 
tion on this head ; adding. That the whole codver- 
fation between the Doctor and him turned upon his 
-^efire to attempt to reconcile himfelf to us all, in the 
/ace (fthi church > and upon the Doctor's cci^k.'v^^'^^- 
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ing to dilTuade him from making fuch a public over- 
ture, till he knew how it would be accepted. But to 
^hac purpofe his appeal, when I am debarred froAi 
feeing that good man, or any one who would advife 
me what to do in my prcfent difficult fituation 1 

I fancy, my dear, however, that there would hardly 
be a guilty pcrfon in the world, were czch /u//>edfed or 
accufed perfon to tell his or her own Story, and be 
allowed any degree of credit. 

I have written a very long Letter. 

To be fo particular as you require in fubjcfts of 
converfation, it is impofiible to be (hort. 

I will add to it only the a/Turance, That I am, and 
ever will be, • 

Tcur affeSlionate and faithful 
Friend and Servant^ 

Clarissa Harlowb. 

YouMl be fo good, my dear, as to remember, that 
the date of your laft Letter to me, was the ptb. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

il/i/JHowE, Tb ^i/i Clarissa Harlowe. 

Sunday^ March 19. 
T ^^S your pardon, my dcarcft friend, for having 
given you occafion to remind me of the date of 
my laft. I was willing to have before me as much 
of the workings of your luife relations as poflible ; 
being verily pcifuaded, that one fide or the other 
would have yielded by this liaic : And then I fhould 
Jiavc had fome degree of certainty to found my ob- 
J"rvAi5ons upon. And indeed what can I write tliat 
I have not already wrinen : — You know, that I can 
go nothing hut rave at your ilupid peif.cutors : And 
2JJJ^^ you doii\ like, I have advifed ycu to rtfumc 
jJJl^ti Eftaie : Thai y:)u won't do. You cannot 
*« Noughts of taxbg their Scliacs : And Lote- 

lacc 



Let. 37. Clariffa Harlowe. 2/3 

lace is rcfolvcd you (hail be his, let who will fay t6 
the contrary. I think you muft be either the one 
man's or the other's. Let us fee what their next Hep 
will be. 

As to Lovelace, while he tells his own flory (ha- 
ving alfo behaved fo handfomely on his intrufion in the 
Woodhoufe ; and intended {o well at Church) who 
can fay. That the man is in the /eafi blameworthy ?— 
Wicked people ! to combine againft fo innocent a man ! 
— But, as I faid, Let us fee what their next ftep will 
be» and what courfe you will take upon it ; and then 
we may be the more enlightened. 

As to your change of ftyle to your Uncles, and 
Brother and Sifter, fince they were fo fond of attri- 
buting to you a regard for Lovelace,, and would not 
be perfuaded to the contrary ; and fince you only 
ftrengthened their arguments againft yourfelf by deny- 
ing it ; you did but juft as I would have done, in 
giving way to their fuTpicions, and trying what That 
would do — But if — But if — Pray, my dear, indulge 
me a little — ^You yourfelf think it was nefceflary to 
apologize to me for that change of ftyle to them — And 
till you will fpeak out like a friend to her unquefiionable 
friend, I muft teaze you a little— Let it run there- 
fore ; for it will run — 

If, then, there be not a reafon for this change of 
'ftyle, which you have nbt thought fit to give me, be 
fo good as to watch, as I once before advifcd you*, 
how the caufc for it will come on — Why fliould it be 
permitted to fteal upon you, and you know nothing 
of the matter? 

When we get a great cold, we are apt to puzzle 
ourfclves to find out when it began, or how wc got 
it ; and when that is accounted for, down we fit con- 
tented, and let it have its ct}urfe; or, if it be very 
troublefome, take a fweat, or ufe other means to get 
rid of it — So my dear, before the malady you wot 
of| yet wot not of, grows fo importunate^ a& v\\3X^^>^ 
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mud be obliged to fweat it out, let me advife you to 
mind how it comes on. For I am perfuaded, as 
furely as that I am oow writing to you^ that the in- 
difcreet violence of your friends on one hand, and the 
infinuating addrefs of Lovelace on the other, (if the 
man be not a greater fool than any- body thinks him] 
will effe£tually bring it to This, and do all his work 
for him. 

But let it — If it muft be Lovelace or Solmes, the 
choice cannot admit of debate. Tet if all be true 
that is reported, I fhould prefer almoin any of your 
other Lovers to either ; unworthy as they alfo ait 
But who can be worthy of a Clarilfa I 

I wiih you are not indeed angry with me for harp- 
ing fo much on one (Iring. I muft own^ that I (hould 
think myfelf inexcufable To to do (the rather, as I am 
bold enough to imagine it a point out ok all doubc 
from fifty places in your Letters, were I to labour die 
proof) if you would ingenuouily own- 
Own what ? you'll fay. Why, my Anna Howe, 
I hope, you don*t think, that I am already in 
Love ! — 

No, to be fure ! How can your Anna Howe have 
fuch a thought ? — What then (hall we call it ? Tott 
have helped me to a phrafe.— 'A conditional kind tf 
liking ! — that's it. — O my friend I Did I not know 
how much you defpife Prudery ; and that you are too 
young, and too lovely, to be a Prude — 

But, avoiding fuch hard names, let me tell you one 
thing, my dear (which neverthelcfs I have told you 
before); and that is This \ That I (hall think I have 
realbn to be highly difpleafed with you, if, when you 
write to me, you endeavour to keep from me any 
fecret of your heart. 

Let me add. That if you would clearly and ex- 
plicitly icli me, how far Lovelace has^ or has ««/, i 
fn°H '"^ Z^^*" affeftions, I could better advife you what 
w ao, ihan at prcfent I can. You, who arc fo famed 

for 
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for prefcience^ as I may call it ; and than whom no 
young Lady ever had ftronger pretenfions to a ihare 
of it ; have had, no doubt, reaionings in your heart 
about him, fuppofing you were to be one day his ;. No 
doubt but you have had the fame in Solmes^s cafe : 
Whence the ground for the hatred of the one ; and 
for the conditional liking of the other] : Will you tell 
mcy my dear, what you have thought of Lovelace's 
beft and of his ivorfl ? — How far eligible for xkcfirfl ; 
how far reje£tible for the laft .^— Then weighing both 
parts in oppofite fcales, we ihall fee which is likely 
to preponderate; or rather which does preponderate* 
Nothing lefs than the knowledge of the inmoll recefTes 
of your heart, can fatisf^ my Love and my Friend* 
fhip. Surely, you are not afraid to trufl: your/el/ with 
a fj^cret of this nature : if you are, then you may the 
more allowably doubt me. But I dare fay, you will 
not own either-— Nor is there, I hope, caufe for 
either. 

Be pleaied to obferve one thing, my dear, that 
whenever I have given myfelf any of thofe airs of 
raillery, which have feemed to make you look about 
you (when, likewife, your cafe may call fur a more 
. lerious turn from a fympathizing friend) ib has not 
been upon thofe paflages which are written^ tho* per* 
baps not intendedy with fuch explicitnefs (.Don't be 
alarmei^ my dear 1 j as leaves' little caufe of doubt : 
But only when you afie£t rcferve; when you give 
. new words for common things; when you come with 
your curioJitieSi with your conditional likings, and with 
your PRt7DE-encies [Mind how I fpell the word3 in 
a cafe that with every other perfon defies all pru- 
dence—Overt adts of treafon all thefe, againft the 
fovercign friendOiip we have vowed to each other ! 

Remember, that you found me out in a moment. 

. You challenged me. I owned direAly, that there was 

only iny pride between the man and me ; for I could 

ao( endure, I told you> to think it in the power of 
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any fellow living to give me a moment's uneafinefs.. 
And then my man, as I have elfewhere laid, was not 
fuch a one as yours : So I had reafon to impute full 
as much to my own confideration, as lo his power y 
over me I Nay, wor^. But ftill more to yours. For 
you reafoned me out of the curioftty firll ; and when 
the liking was brought to be conditional — why then, 
you know, I throbbed v\o more about him. 

O ! pray now, as you fay, now I have mentioned 
that my fellow was not fuch a charnh'ng fellow as 
yours, let Mifs Biddulph, Mils Lloyd, Mits Campion, 
and me, have your opinion, how far Figure ougtit to 
engage us : With a view to your own cafe, how- 
ever — Mind that — as Mr. 1 ony fays — And whether 
tit ally if the man be vain of it j (ince, as you obfervc 
in a former, that vanity is a fiop'^Jloort pride in fuch a 
one, that would make one juHly doubt the worthinefs 
ef his interior^ You, our pattern, fo lovely in feature, 
fo graceful in perfon, have none of it ; and have there- 
fore with the btft grace always held, that it is not cx- 
cufable even in a u^oman. 

You mufl know, that this fubje<3: was warmly de- 
bated among us in our lad convnfation : And Mifs 
Lloyd wi(hed me to write ro you upon it for your opi- . 
nion ; to which, in every debated cafe, we always paid 
the greatcft deference. I hope you will not be fo 
much engroflbd by your more weighty cares, as not 
•to have freedom of fpiiits enough to enter upon the 
tafk. — You know how much wc all admire your opi- 
nion on fuch topics ; which ever prodiices fomcthiag 
new and inftru^ive, as you handle the fubjcfts. And 
pray tell us, to what you think it owing, that your 
maofecms io careful to adorn that felf-adomed perfon 
oFhis?yet fo manages, that one cannot for one*s heart 
•think hktxi a coxcomb ?— Let tbrs quottion-, and the 
above tafks, divert, and not difplcafe you, my dear. — 
One lubject, tho* ever fo impofttmi, could never yet 
engrofs your capacious mind.. If lhcy/I?ould difpleaTe 

you, 
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you, you muft rccollcft the many inftances of my im- 
pertinence which you have forgiven, and then fay, 

* This is a mad girl : — But yet I love her — x\od Che 

* is my own' 

Anna Howe. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

Mlfs Clarrissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Monday^ March 20. 

Y OUR laft fo fenfibly affefts me,. that I rouft 
^ poftpone every other confideratibn, however 
weighty, to reply, to it : And this I will do very d'l- 
fiin£tiy, and with all the opcnnefs of heart which ouc* 
mutual friendfliip demands. 

But let me obferve, in the firft place, gratefully 
obfcrve. That if I have m fifty pajfages pi my Letters 
given you fuch undoubted proofs of my value for Mr. 
Lovelace, that you have fpared me for the fake of 
my explicitnefs^ it is a£ling by me with a generofity 
worthy of yourfelf. 

But lives the man, think you, who is fo very bad, 
that he does not give even a doubting mind reafon at 
one time, to be better pleafed with him than at an^ 
other ? And wh^n that reafon offers, is it not juft tjo 
exprefs one's felf accordingly f I would do the man 
who addrefles me as taxxzh jujiice^ as if he did not 
addrefs me : It has fuch a look of tyranny, it appears 
fo ungenerous, methink^fin our Sex, to ufe a man 
worfe for his refpcft to us (no other caufe to dif- 
repeA occurring) chat I would not by any means be 
that perfon who fhould do. fo. 

But, altho* I may intend oo more than juftice, it 
will perhaps be difRcult to hinder thofe who know the 
man^s views, from conftruing it as a partial favour : 
And efpecialiy if the eager-eyed obferver has b^en 
formerly touched herleif, and would triumph that 
her friend had been no more abk 10 ^tc^^^ \iia.tv ^^- 
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Noble miodsf emulative of perfe^on (and yet the 
paflioo properly directed. I do not take to be ao im* 
pitfe^ion neitber) may be allowed a little generous 
envy, I think. 

It i meant by this a refleAion, by way of revengCi 
it is but a rerenge, my dear, in they^if fenfe of the 
word. I love, as I have told you, your pleafancry. 
Altho' at the time your reproof may pain me a little ; 
yet on recolleflion, when I find in it more of the 
cautioning friend, than of the fatirizing obfervcr, I 
iball be all gratitude upon ir» All the bufinefs will be 
This ; I (hall be fenfible of the pain ia the prefent 
Letter perhaps ; but I (hall thank you in the next, 
and ever after. 

In this way, I hope, my dear* you will account for 
a little of that fenfibility, which you will find above, 
and perhapc (Ull more as I proceed. — You frequently 
remind me, by an excelUm exampk^ your own to 
»^, that I muft nor fparejoK / 

I am not confcious, that I have: written any«thinjp; 
of this man, that has not been more in his difpraife 
than in his favour. Such is the man, that I think I 
muft have been faulty, and ought to take myfelf to 
account, if I had not ; But if you think otherwife,! 
will not put you upon labouring the pmof^ as you call 
it. My conduct muft then have a faulty appearance 
at leaft, and I will endeavour to redify it. But of 
this 1 a/Ture you, That whatever interpretation my 
words were capable of^ I intended not any referve to 
you. I wrote my heart, at the tiii^c : — If I had had 
thoughts of difguifing it, or been confcious, that there 
was reajon for doing fo, perhaps I had not given you 
the opportunity of remarking upon my curiojity after . 
bis relations efteem for me ; nor apon my concDtionai 
liking, and fuch-like. All I intended by the firft, I 
believe, I honeftly told you at the time : To that 
Letter I therefore refer, whether it make for me, or 
a^aiaft mc : And by the other, that I might bear in 

TCAnd% 
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mind* what it became a perfon of my Sex and Cha- 
raAer to ie and to do, in fuch an unhappy fituation, 
vrhere the imputed Love is thought an undutifult and 
therefore a criminal paffion; and where the fup- 
pofed objeA of it is a man of fauhy morals too» And 
I am fuje you will excufe my defire of appearing at 
thofe times the perfon I ought to be ; had I no other 
view in it but to merit the continuance of your good 
opinion. 

Bqt that I may acquit myfelf of having referves— 
Of my dear^ I muft here break off ! — 

LETTER XXXIX, 

Mifi Clarissa Harlowe^ To Mifs Howe. 

Monday f March ^o. 

nr HIS Letter will account to you^ my dear, for 
. tny abrupt breaking off" in the anfwer I was 
writing to jo\xy% of yeftcrday ; and which, poffibly, I 
fhaii not be able to finifh, and fend you till to morrow 
or next day ; having a great deal to fay to the fub- 
je£ts you put to me in it. What I am now to give 
jou are the particulars of another effort made by my 
friends, thro* the good Mrs. Norton. 

It feems they had fent to her yefterday, to be here 
this davy to take their inflru£lions, and to try whaty^^ 
could do with me» Ft would, at leaft, I fuppofe they 
thought, have this effe6l ; to render me inexcufable 
with her ; or to let her fee, that there was no room for 
the expoftulations (he had often wanted to make in 
my favour to my Mother. 

The dedaration, that my heart was free^ afforded 
them an argument to prove obflinacy and perverfenefs 
upon me ; fince it could be nothing elfe that governed 
me in my oppofition to their wills, if I had no parti- 
cular efteem for another man ; And now, that 1 have 
given them reafon, (in order to obviate this argument) 
to fuppofe that I have SL preference to another ^ t^x^'^ 
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are refolved to carry their fchemcs into ezecDtioa as 
foon as poffiblc. And in order to this, they feat for 
This good woman^ for whom they know I have even 
a filial regard. 

She found aflembled my Father and Mother, my 
Brother and Siller, my two Uncles, and my Aunt 
Hervey. 

My Brother acquainted her with all that had pafled 
fince fhe was lad permitted to fee me ; with the coo- 
tents of my Letters avowing my regard for Mr. Love- 
lace (as they all interpreted them) : with the fubftance 
of their anfwers to them ; and with their Refolutions. 
My Mother fpoke next ; and delivered herfelf to 
this cfTedl, as the good woman told me.. 

After reciting how many times I had been indulged 
in my refufals of different men, and the pains fhe had 
taken with me, to induce me to oblige my whole fa- 
mily in one indance ou{ of five or fix, and my obfti- 
nacy upon it ; « O my good Mrs. Norton, faid the 
dear Lady, could you have thought, that my Cla- 
rifTa and your ClariiFa was capable of fo determined 
an oppofition to the will of parents fo indulgent to 
her ? But fee wh^tyou can do with her. The matter 
is gone too far (o be receded from on our parts. 
Her Father had concluded evcry-thing with Mr, 
Solmes, not doubting her compliance. Such noble 
Settlements, Mrs. Norton, and fuch advantages to 
the whole family ! — in ihort, £he has it in her power 
to lay an obligation upon us ail. Mr. Solmes, know- 
ing Ihe has good principles, and hoping by his pa- 
tience noii'f and good treatment hereafter^ to engage 
her Gratitude, and by degrees her Love, is willing 
to overlook Alll'^ — 
\pverlook All, my dear ! Mr. Solmes to overlook 
All ! There's a word !] 

* So, Mrs. Norton, if you are convinced, that it is 

* a Chiid*s du\y to lubmit to her Parents authority. 

* jn the moft important point as well as in the leafl, I 
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< beg you ivill try your infiaence over her : / have 

* none : Her Father has none : Her Uncles neither : 

* Altho' it is her apparent intereft to oblige us All ; 
^ for, on that condition her Grandfather's Eftate is 

* hot half of what, living and dying, is purpofed to 

* be done' for her. If any- body can prevail with her 
' it IS you ; and I hope you will heartily enter upon 
« this tafk.' 

The good woman afked Whether fhe was per- 
mitted to expoftulate with them upon the occafion, 
before fhe came up to me ? 

My arrogant Srother told her, fhe was feni for to 
cxpoflulate with his Sijler^ and not with them. And 
nis Goody Norton [(he is always Goody with hitnlj 
you may tell her. That the treaty with Mr. Solmes is 
concluded : That nothing but her compliance with 
her duty is wanting ; of conftjquence, that there is no 
room for your cxpoftulation, or her's either. 

Be aflured of This Mrs. Norton, faid my Father, 
jp an angry tone, that we will not be bafflid by her. 
Wc will not appear like fools in This matter, and as 
if wc had no authority over our own Daughter. Wc 
will not, in fliort, be bullied out of our child by a 
curfed Rake, who had like to have killed our only 
Son ! — And fo fhe had better make a merit of her 
obedience : For comply (he fhall, if I live ; inde- 
peddent as fl\c thinks my Father's indifcreet bounty 
has made her of mc her Father. Indeed, fince That, 
£he has never been what fhe was before. An unjuil 
bequeA ! — And it is likely to profper accordingly ! — 
But if fhe marry that vile Lovelace, I will litigate 
every fhiliing with her : Tell her fo ; and that the 
Will may be let afide, 2LndJhall. 

My Uncles joined, with equal heat. 

My Brother was violent in his declarations. 

My Siller put in with vehemence, on the fame 
fide. 

My Aunt Hcrvcy was pleafed to \^!i , TYxwt. ^"^^ 
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no article fo proper for Parents to govern id, as This 
of Mairiage : And it was very fit, mine fliouid be 
obliged. 

Thus inftrufled, the good woman came up to me. 
She told me all that had paiTcd, and was very earneft 
with me to comply ; and fo much juftic« did file to 
the tafk impolcd upon her, that i more than once 
thought, that her own opinion went with theirs»-^Bat 
when (he faw what an immoveable averfion I had to 
the man, ihe lamented with mc their determined ce* 
folution : And then examined into the (incerity of my 
declaration, that I would gladly compound with them 
by living iingie. Of this being fatisned, (he was ib 
convinced that this o^r, which, carried into execu- 
tion, would exclude Lovelace efFeAually. ought to be 
accepted, that (he would go down (altho* I told her, 
it was what I tendered over-and-over to no pup* 
poft) and undertake to be guarantee for me on that 
Icore. 

She went accordingly 1 "butfooiiTeiumcdln tears^ 
bting ufcd harflily for urgrng this alternative :— They 
had a right to my obedience upon their own terms, 
they faid : My propoial was an artifice, only to gaia 
time ; Nothing bui marrying Mr. Solmes Jhould do i 
They had told me io before : They ihould n^t beat 
reft till it was done ; for they knew what an intercft 
Lovelace had in my heart : I had as good as owned it 
in my Letters to my Uncles, and Brother and Sifter, 
altho' I had moft difingenuorifly declared other wife te 
my Mother. I depended, they faid, upon their in- 
dulgence, and my oiun power over them : They would 
noi have banished mc from -heir prcfeiKC, if they had 
noi known thut their confideraiioi' for me was greater 
than mine for them. And they nvoult^hc obey*d, or I 
ntvdr fliould be rtftorcd to their favour, let tbe con- 
fequcncv: be whut it would. 

My Brother thou jht fit to tell the good woman, 
fhdt her whiolng nonfeofe d\d Yra\ Vicactdcn mc There 
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was a perverfenefs, be (aid, in female mindsj a Tra- 
gedy-pride, that would make a romantic young crea* 
ture, (uch a one as me, riik any-thing to obtain pity. 
I was of an age, and a turn [the infolent laid] to be 
fond of a Lover-like diflrefs : And my grief (which 
ihe pleaded) would never break my heart : I (hould 
fooner break That of the bed and moft indulgent of 
Mothers. He added, that fhe might once more go 
up to me: But that, if (he prevailed not, he (hould 
fufpef^ that the man they all hated had found a way 
to attach her to his intcreil. 

Every-body blamed him for this unworthy reflec- 
tion ; ii^hich greatly affcdted the good woman. But 
neverthekfs he laid, and no body contradicted hitn, 
that if Ihc could not prevail upon her /wset child i^as 
it feems Ihe bad fondly called mej (he had btd with- 
draw to her owu home, and there tarry till Qic was 
fent for ; and lb leave hcrjwat child to her Father's 
nianagemenu 

Sure no-body never'had fo itsfolent, foliard-liearted 
aJBrother) as I have i So much refignation to be rx- 
pc^ed from me J So much arrogance, and to fo good 
a woman, and of fo fine an underftandlng, to be 
allowed in him ! 

She nevi rthti^.fs told him, that however (he might 
be ridiculed for fpeaicing ot ihe fweetncfs of my diipo- 
fiitoh, fh; maif rake upon her to lay, that there never 
was a (wetter in '.he bcx . J\nd that ihe had tv*ir found^ 
that by mild jrethods, and geiiiiencis, I might at any 
timii.bepi;evaU(d up'm, even in points agalnft iny owa 
Judgment and opinion. 

.Mv Aunt Herycy hereup >n laid. It was wortli while 
;toconiider what Mrs. Nortoo faid : And that ihe had 
fometimes allowed her/elf to doubt, whether i had 
been begun with by fuch metuods as generous tern* 
pers aie only to be influenced b), in cales where their 
hearts are iiippofed to be oppoiite to the will of their 
4ricodf. 
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She ]i2(I both my Brother and SiHer upon her for 
This : Who referred to my Mother, whether flic had 
not treated roe with an indulgence that had hardly any 
ex imple ? 

My Mother f;Md, She mud own, that no indul- 
gence h.id be-n wanting from her : But /he muft 
neecj< fay, and had cften Hiid ir, that the reception I 
mei wlch on my return froai Mifs Howe, and the 
manner in which the propofal of Mr.SoImes was made 
to nic (which was iuch as left nothing to my choice) 
ano before I had h.id an opportunity toconverfe \^ith 
hiif , Were net what (he had by any means approved of. 

Sht was li!encc(-, you will gue^s by whom, — with| 
My dtar ! — my dear ' — You have ever fomethiog to 
fay, fomcrhing to palliate, for this rebel of a girl !— 
RciT. ember her treatment of you, of nie ! Remedi- 
ber, that the wretch, whom we fo juAly hate, would 
not dare to peifill in his purpofes, but for her encoo* 
rag^fmcnt of hmiy and obftioacy to us. — Mrs. Nor^ 
ton [angrily to hcrj go up to her once more — And if 
you thliik geDtlcQcis will do — you have a commiflioa 
to be gcnile. — If it will not, never make ufe of that 
plea again. 

Ay, my good woman, faid my Mother, try your 
force with her. My Sifter fiervcy and 1 will go up 
to her, ai:d bring her down in our hands, to receite 
her Fatlier's Bkfling, and aflli ranees of every-body'i 
Love, if (he will be prevailed upon : And, in that cafe, 
we will all love you the better for your good offices. 

She came up to me, and repeated all thefe pafTagcs 
with tears : But I told her, that after what had paiTed 
bet we: n us. Qie could not hope to prevail upon me to 
con-jply with measures fo wholly my Brother's ; and 
fo much iv» my averlion. — And then folding me to 
her n aicrnai lolom, I lenve you, my dearcil Mifsi 
faid llu^ — 1 le;ive jou, b'jcaufe I mufj 1 — But let n'.c 
befccch )' u to do nothing raihly; nothing ucbtco- 
m'w^ ;Our character. It aU be true that is laid, Mr. 
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Lovelace cannot deferve you. If 70a can complf^ 
remember it is your duty to comply. They take nor^ 
I owD^ the right method with fo generous a fpirit. 
But remember, that there would not be any merit in 
your compliance, if it were not to be againft your 
own liking. Remember alfo, what is expefted from 
a charaAer fo extraordinary as yours : Remember, it 
is in your power to unite or difunite your whole 
£umiy for ever. Altho' it (hould at prefent be dif- 
agreeable to you to be thus compelled, your pinidence, 
I dare fay, when you confider the matter ferioufly, 
will enable you to get over all prejudices againft the 
"One, and all prepoficffions in favour of the other : 
And then the obligation you will lay all your family 
tinder, will be not only meritorious in you, with re- 
^rd to them^ but in a few months, very probably, 
highly factisfadtory, as well as reputable, to yourfilf. 

Confider, my dear Mrs. Norton, faid I, only con- 
fider, that it is not a fmall thing that is inlifted upon ; 
oor for a fhort duration : It is for my Life : Confider 
too, that all This is owing to an over-bearing Brother, 
who governs every-body. Confider how deurous 1 am 
to oblige them, if 2l Jingle Life^ and hreaking all cor- 
reipondence with the man they hate becaufe my Bro- 
ther bates him, will do it. 

I conilder every-thing, my deareft Mifs 5 And, add- 
ed CO what [ have faid, do you only confider, that if, 
by purfuing your own will, and rejefling theirsj you 
(hould be unhappy, you will be deprived of all chat 
confolation which thofe have, who have been diredted 
by thciv Parents, altho' the event prove not anlwei- 
ble to tbtir wifiies. 

I mu/f go, repeated ftie: — Your Brother will fay 
[and (he wepij that I harden you by my whining non- 
^n/e. *Tis indeed hard, that (6 much regard fliould 
)e paid to the humours of one child ; and fo little to 
:he inclination of another. But let me repeat, tlv^v \\. 
is your duty to acquicfce, if you can accv\iu^<;LC ^v^>i^ 

Vol. L K ^ -^^-"^ 
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Father has given your Brother's fchcmes his TandioQ ; 
and they are now his» Mr. Lovelace^ I doubt^ is not 
a man that will }uttif j your choice fo much as he will 
iieir diilike. It is eafy to fee that your Brother hai i 
view in difcrediting you with all your friends, with 
your Uncles in particular i But for that very reafooj 
you Qiould comply, if pbflible, in order to difconcert 
his ungenerous meafures. 1 will pray for you ; and 
that is all I -can do for you. I mUft now go dawoi 
and make a report, that you are refolved never to have 
Mr. Solmes — MuA I ?— Confider» my dear hHS 
Chrj—Mvft I ? ■ . r 

Indeed you muft ! — But of This I do aflure yooj 
that I will do nothing to drfgrace the part you has* 
had in my education. I will bear every thing that Audi 
be fhort of forcing my hand into his who never eni 
have any (hare in my heart. I will try by patient d^ityi 
by humility, to overcome them, but death wiili 
Chufe, in any (hape^ rather than That man. :; 1} 

I dread to go down, faid ihe, with fo determineda^ 
anfwer : They will have no patience with me.— -BilC 
let me leave you with one obfervadon^ which I beg of 
you always to bear in mind : — ^'.. 

' That perfons of prudence, and diftinguiftied tai^ 

* lents^ like yours, feem to be fprinklcd through the 
' world, to give credit, by their example, to Religion 

* and Virtue. When fuch perfons ivilfulfy err, how 
' great mud be the fault I How ungrateful to thrt 

* God, who blefTed ihem with fuch talents What i 
^ lofb like wife to »he worla ! What a wound to Vif» 

* tue ! — Bui this, I hope, will never be to^e faid'af 
« Mils Clariflk Harlowe !* 

I could give her no anfwer, but by my tearJ! AvA 
I thought, when (he went away, the better half of my 
heart went with her. 

I liflrned to hear what reception (he would meet 
with below ; ana found it was JuA fuch a one as (he 
had apprehended. 

J ■ mn 
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! m/lQic, or will (he notf 'be Mrs. Solmes ? None 
3ff . your whiniag circumlocurioiiSy Mrs. Norton!-— 
[Tou may guefs who faid this3 '^Hl Hie, or vtrill £bte 
fl9tf comply with her Parents will ? 
•This cut ihort all (he was going to fay« 
If I muft i^ak fo briefly, Mifi will fooner die, thai 
ha*c-r 

ABy-body but Lovelace ! iaternipted my Brothel^ 
'M.This, Madam, This, Sir* is your meek Daughter ! 
Thh is Mrf4 NortOa's /wet child f^^VIeW, iSoody, 
you may return to ydbr own habitation. I am em* 
powered to forbid you to have any corrofpondencc 
inch this perverfe girl for a month to come^ as yon 
ibhie *he favour of our whole family, or of any indi^ 
■idual of it. 

(t7 And faying this, uncontradiAed by any-body, he 
biaaielf ihewed her to the door^— No doubt, with aH 
ihat air of cruel infult, which the haughty Rich caa 
pat on to the unhap|>y Low, who have not pleafed 
dbetn. 

'I So here, my dear Mifs Howe, am I deprived of the 
advice of one of the mod prudent and cOnfcientious 
women in the world, were I to have ever fo much oc- 
cafion for it. 

: I might indeed write (as T prefume, under your 
•over) and receive her anfwers to what I ihould write. 
But fhould fuch a correfpondence be charged upon her, 
Iknow'fhe would not be 'guilty of a falfliood for the 
lioHd ; nor even of an equivocation : and fliould (he 
wo it afcer this prohibition, (he would forfeit my 
Mother's favour for ever. And in my dangerous fever, 
Ibme time ago, I engaged my Mother to promife me^ 
that, if I died before I could do any thing for the good 
woman, (he would fct her above want for the reft of 
kcr life, fhould her eyes fail her, or ficknefs befal 
her, and (he%ould not provide forherfcif, aslhenow 
fo jMTcttily does by her fine oeedlewotks. 
■ What menfures will they fiW \xwuu^7LX.\ — -^'^ 
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they not recede when they find that it muft be a 
rooted antipathy, and nothing elfe, that could make 
a temper not naturally inflexible, fo fturdy? 

Adieu, my dear. Be you happy ! — To know tbat 
it 18 in your power to be foi is all chat feems wanting i 

to make you fo. 

Cl. Haelowe. 

LETTER XL. 

Mifi Clarrissa Harlowb, To Mi/i Howe« 
f/rt continuation ofthefubjtSl in Letter xxxviii.} 

TWILL now, cho' midnight (for I have no ileep 
•*• in my eyes) rcfumc the fubjcdt I was forced fo ab- 
ruptly to quit ; and will obey yours, Mifs Lloyd'Sy 
Mifs Campion's, and Mifs Biddulph's call, with ai 
much temper as my divided thoughts will admit. The 
dead ftilnefs of this folemn hour will I hope coatri* 
hute to calm my difturbed mind. 

In order to acquit myfelf of fo heavy a charge ai 
that of having referves to fo dear a friend, I will ac- 
knowledge (and I thought I bad over and over) that 
it is owing to my particular iituation, if Mr. Love* 
lace appears to me in a tolerable light : And I take up- 
on me to fay, that had ihey oppofed to him a man of 
fenfe, of virtue, of generoiity ; one who enjoyed his 
fortune with credit ; who had a tendemefs in hia na* 
ture for the calan:>ities of others, which would have 
given a moral alTurance, that he would have been ffitt 
lefs wanting in grateful returns to an obiigiag fpirit : 
— Had they oppofed fuch a man as this to Mr. Love- 
Hce, and been as earned to have me married, asnov 
they are, I do not know myfelf, if they would have 
Jiad reafon to tax me with that invincible obftinacy 
which they lay to my charge : And this whatever had 
been the Figure of the man ; fince the Heart is what 
mc women ihould jadge by in the choice wc make^ as 
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ic bcft fccurity for the party's good behaviour ii 
rery retattOD of life. 

But, (ituated as I am, thus perfecuted and driven; 
own to yoii, that I have novr-and-then had a little 
lore difSculty than I wiflied for, in paffing by Mr. 
ovelace's tolerable qualities^ to keep up my diQike ta 
im for his others. 

You fay, I muft have argued with myfelf in his fa* 
our, and in his disfavour, on a fuppofition, that I 
light poffibly be one dayliis;^ I. own chat I have: 
Lnd thus called upon by my deareft friend^ ,1 will fe^ 
efore you both parts of the arguments 

And firft, 'what occurred t$ me in his favour^ . 

At his introduAion into our family, his negative 
Irtues were iniifted upon : — He was no gamefler ;- 
o horfc-racer; no fox-hunter; no drinker; My 
ioor Aunt Hervey h^id,. in confidence, given us tO 
pprehend much dii^greeable evil (efpecially to a 'Wi£e. 
if die leaft delicacy) from a wioe-lover : And com- . 
non fenfe intruded us, that Sobriety in a man is no 
mall point to be fecured, when fo many mifchiefs 
iappen daily from excefa? Iremember, that my ^iOer 
Dade the moft of thb favourable circumftance in his 
ibarafber while (he had aoy hopes of him. 

He was never thought to be a niggard : Not even 
ingenerous: Nor, when his conduct came to be in- 

E* red into, an extravagant, a iquanderer. : His pride 
Ht was it a laudable pride] fecuredfaim fromthar«- 
;n he was ever ready to own his errors. He was 
lo jefter upon facred things ; Poor Mr. Wycrlcy's 
Ault ; who feemed to think, that there was wit in 
kying bold things, which^would fhock a ferious mind. 
3is converfation with us was always- unexceptionable ; 
r^en chafltly fo ; which,^ be his aftions what they 
ppQuld,. (hewed him capable of being influenced by 
iecent company ; and that he might probably there- 
tore be a led man, rather than a leader^ \n other ^^ts^* 
piny. And one late inftance, lb Vaxc a& X^^'^xm^^'^I 
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evening, has raifed him not a little in mj opinioDt. 
i%lth regard to this point of good (and at the fame; 
time, ofiDa[>Iy) beh^Tiour. 

As to the advantage of Binh» that is o( his fide» 
above any Man who has been found out for me. ff 
we may judge by that expreffion of his» which yoq. 
were pleafed with at the time ; ' That upon true qua- 
' lity, and hereditary diAinAion, if good fenie wcra 
' not wanting, honour fat as eaj^ as his ghve ; ' That 
with as familiar an air, was his familiar expreffion;, 
' wh ilc none but the profperous upftart.M 17 s h r o o if *» 
' into rank (another of his peculiars) was arrogandy. 
' proud of it' — if, I fay, we may judge of him l^ 
this, we (hall conclude in his favour, that he knows 
what fort of behaviour is to be expeAed from perfons 
of Birth, whether he aft up to it or not. CooviAioa 
is half way to amendment. 

His fortunes iu poflefSon are handfome ; in expeAa-^ 
tion, rplendid : So nothing need be faid on that fubje&. 

But it is impofnUe, fay fome, that he fliould make 
a tender or kind Hufband. Thofe who are for im*^ 
poCng upon me fuch a man. as Mr. Solmes, and bf 
methods To violent, are not imitled to make this oth 
jc£tion. But now, on this iubjeft, let me tell yoa 
how i have argued with myfelf — For fiill you muft 
remember, that I am upoa the extenuaiiog part of hii 
charafter. 

A great deal of the treatment a Wife may expe& 
from him, may poflibly depend upon herfelf. Perhaps 
flic muft praDife as well as promife obedience* to l 
man fo little ufed to controul ; and muft be careful ta 
oblige. And what Huftjand expefts not this ?— -The 
viore perhaps if he had not realon to aflure himfelf of 
the preferable love of his Wife before fhc became 
fuch. And how much eafier and pleafanter to obey 
the man of her choice, if he fliould be even unreafon- 
able fomedmes, than one fhc would not have had| 
couid flic have avoided it I Then, I. think, as the men 
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were the framers of the Matrimonial Office, and made 
thetSenCi a part of the woman's vow, {he ought not, 
even in policy^ to fliew him, that (he can break thro' 
her part of the contrad (however hghtly fbe may 
think of the inftance) left he (bould take it into his 
head (himfelf is judge) to think as lightly of other 
points, which (he may hold more important — But in* 
deed no point fo folemnly vowed can be flight. 

Thus principled, and a^ing, accordingly} what a 
wretch mud that Hufl^and be, who could treat fuch a 
Wife brutally !-^Will Lovelace's Wrfe be the only 
perfbn» to whom he will not pay the grateful debt of 
civility and good manners ? He b. allowed to be brave : 
Who ever knew a brave man, if a. man of fen fe^ an 
txmverfally bafe man ? And how much the genilenefs 
of our SeXy and the manner of our training up and 
^ucation, make us need the proteAion of the Brave, 
and the countenance of the Generous^ let the general 
approbation which we are all fo naturally inclined to 
pve to men ofthat charader, teflify. 

At worft, will he confine me prifoner to my cham- 
ber \ Will he deny me the vifirs of my deareli friend,, 
and forbid me to correfpondi with her ? Will he cake. 
from me the Miftreily management, which I had not 
liaultily difcharged ? Will he let a fervant over me, 
with licence to infult me ? Will he, as he has not a 
Sifter^ perdnit his Coufins Montague, or would either 
of thofe Ladies accept ot a permiffion, to infult and ty- 
rannize over me ? — U cannot be. — Why then, think 
I often, do you^ tempt me^ O my cruel friends, to 
try the difference ? 

And then has thefccret pleaftirc intruded itfclf, to 
be able to reclaim fuch a man to the paths ot virtue; and 
honour : To be sl /econdary mc2LnSt if 1 were 10 oc iiii., 
of laving him, and preventing the mifchiefs lb enur- 
priling a creature might otherwife be guilty of, it he be 
fuch a one. 

When I, have thought of him \u\\\tfe\\^v^V>^^ 
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that as a man of fcnre he will fooner fee his errors, thaa 
iinother) I own to you» that 1 have had feme difficulty 
to avoid taking the path they fo violently endeavour 
to make me fhun : And all that command of my paf* 
fions which has been attributed to me as my greateft 
praife, and, in fo young a creature, as my diftioclioDi 
has hardly been fufficient for me» 

Avx'l let me add, that the favour of his relations (all 
but himfelf unexceptionable) has made a good deal of 
siddi'.ional weight, thrown into the fame fcalc. 

But nciv, in hisJis/avcur, When I have nflcflcd 
upon the prohibition of niy parents: The giddy ap- 
pearance, difgracefuho our Sex, thatfuch a preference 
would have : That there is no manner of likelihood,, 
ciiflamed by the Rencounter, and upheld by art and 
ambition on my Brother's fide, that ever the animofity 
will be got over : That I mud therefore be at perpe- 
tual variance with all my own. fomily : That 1 muft 
go to Mm, and to hiSs as an obliged and half-fortuned 
perfon : That his averfion to them all is as (Iroog as 
theirs to him : That his whole family are hated forhii 
lake ; they hating ours in return : That he has a very 
immoral charaAcr as to women : That knowing this, 
it is a high degree of impurity to think of joining la 
Wedlock with fuch a man : That he is young, un^ 
broken j his paflions unfubdued ; That he is violent IQ 
Lis temper, yet artful ; lam afraid vindi&ive too : 
1 hat fuch an Hufband might unfettle me in all my 
own principles, and hazard my future hopes ; That his 
own relations, two excellent Aunts, and an Uncle, 
from whom he has fuch large expectations, have n^ 
influence upon him : That what tolerable qualities 
he ha?9 are founded more in pride than in virtue: 
That allowing, as he does, the excellency of Moral 
P;-cceptSj and believing the dofbrine of future Rewards 
and Funifliments, he can live as if he defpifed the bne,, 
and dthed the other : The probability that the taiot 
anJjDg from fuch free princi|;leS| may go down into 
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the manners of pofteriiy: Thatl knowing thcfc things, 
and the importance of them* fhould be more inexcu- 
fable than one. who knows them not ; fince an error 
ogaxTi^ judgment is worfe ; infinitely worfe, thanan 
error i« judgment : — Reflefting upon thefe things, I 
cannot help conjuring you, my dear, to pray with me, 
and to przj/or me, that I may npt be pufhed upon 
fuch indifcreet meafures, as will render me inexcufable 
to myfelf: For that is the tcft, after all. The world*s 
opinion ought to be but a fecondary condderation. 

I have faid in his pratfe, that he is extremely ready 
to own ^s. errors : But I have fometimes made a great 
drawback upon this article^ in his disfavour ; having 
been ready to apprehend, that this ingeQuoufnefs may 
po/fibly be attributable to two caufes, neither of them, 
by any means, creditable to him* The one, that his 
Tices are fo much his makers, that he attempts not to 
Conquer them ; the other, that he may think it policy, 
to give up one half o{ his character, to five the other » 
when the whole may be blameable : By this means, 
filencing by acknowledgment theobjeAions he cannot 
Jiofwer; which may give him the praiie of ingenuoufnefs, 
vhen he can obtain no other ; and when the challenged 
proof might bring out,, upon difcuflTon, other evils* 
Thefe, you will allow,, are fevcre conftru^ions ; but 
et^ery-thing his enemies fay of bim cannot be falfe. 

I will proceed by-and-by. 

SeiiETiMEs we have both thought him one of the 
xnoft undcfigoing merely witty men we ever knew ; at 
other times one of the deepefl creatures we ever con« 
verfed with. So that when in one vifit we have ima* 
gined we fathomed him, in the next he has made us 
ready to give him up as impenetrable. This In^pene- 
trablenefa, my dear, is to be put among the fhadcs in 
his charadter. — Yet, upon the whole, you have btcii 
fo far of his party, that you have conteftcd, that his 
principal fault is ovcr-Trankncfs, and toom>xOci^«.'^^<^- 
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lefnefsof appearances^ and that he is too giddy to be 
very artful : You would have it, that at the time he 
fays any thing good, he means what he fpeak» ; That 
his variablenefs and levity are conftitutional, owing te 
found health, and to a foul and body [that was youi 
obfervation] fitted for and pleafed with each other, 
and hence you concluded, that could this confenta^ 
ncoufnefs [as you call it] of corporal and animal fa- 
culties be pointed by difcretion ; that is to fay, could 
})is vivacity be confined within the pale of hit. monl 
obligations ; he would be far from being rejc^blegf 
a companion for life. 

Bux I ufed then to. fay, and I Aill am of opinicm, 
that he wants a heart : And if he does> he wants every- 
thing.. A wrong head may be convinced, noay have 
a right turn given it : But who is able to give a hearty 
if a heart be wanting ? Divine Grace^ world og a mi- 
racle^ or next to a miracle^ can only change 4 had 
heart. Should not one fly the man who is huxfu/pedei 
of fuch a one ? What, O what,4o Parents do, when 
they endeavour to force a child's inclination^ but 
make her think better than othcrwife fbe would rhiok 
of a man obnoxious to thcmrdvesi and perhaps whoij; 
cliarafter will not (land examination ? 

I have faid, that I think Mr.. Level ace a TindiAivc 
man : Upon my word, I have fometimes doubted* 
whether his perlcverance in his addrcfics to me hai 
not been the more obftinate, fince he has found himleli 
fo difagreeable to my friends. From that time I veri^ 
think he has been the more fervent in them; yet court 
them not ; but lets them at defiance. Por this indeed 
he pleads dinntere{lednef^[I am fure he cannot polite- 
xiefs]; and the more plaufiljly, as he is apprifcd of the 
abillt) th'jy have to make it worth his while to courts 
them. 'Tis true he has declared, and with too much 
leafjn (or there would be no enduring him) that the 
lowed fubmiflions on his part would not be accepted; 
and to oblige me, has olfcrcd to feek a rccoiicih'atioa 
w/ih ihtm, if I would %\Nt Vvwsl VkQ^ of fucccfs. As 
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As to his behaviour at church, the Sunday before 
laft, I lay no Arefs upon that, becaufe I doubt there 
Was too much culward pride in his intentional humility^ . 
or Shorey, ,who is not his enemy^ .could .not have mif- 
taken it. 

I do not think him £6 deeply learned in human Na« 

.lure; or itr Ethics, as ibme have thought him. Do;i'c 

you remember- how he ftared at the. following trite 

obTervatioQS, which every moralift could have fup- 

i&ifhed htm with ? CompUining, ^s he did, in a half- 

'menacing fthiin,3of the obloquies railed againft him 

*' That if. he were innocent, he (hould difpife the ob- 

* loquy : If not, revenge would not wipe off his guilt.* 
•' That no-body ever thought of turning a fword io- 

* to a fponge !^ 'That it was in his own power by 
^'reformation of an error laid to his charge by an ene- 
' myi , to make that- enemy one of his beft friends ; 
'*■ and (which was the nobleft revengeMn the world) 
** dgainft his -will ; fincc an enemy, would not wijb^ 
^'h\in to be without the faults he taxed Ixiin with.'. 

But the intention^ he faid,; was the wound. 
^"Howfo,.! aikcd him, when 7%3/. cannot wound 
Withdut the appiicationF * That the the advcrfary only 
'^ held rhe fword : he himfelf pointed it to his bread : 

• —-'And why ihould. he mortally refent that malicc> 
*- which he might be the better for as long as he 

• Hved?*-^What could be the reading he has been faid 
to be matter. of,, to wonder, as he did, at thefe obfer- 
yations ? 

1 Bar, indeed, he muft take pleafure in Revenge.; 
lind yet holds others to be inexcufable for the fame 
fault. He is not, however, the only one who can fee 
bow truly blameable thoie errors are in another, 
\pbi<zh they hardly think fuch in themfelves. 

From thefe confiderations ; from ihefc over-ba' 
lances ; it was, .that I faid in a former, that I would 
DOt be in Love with this man for the world : And it 
was going further than prudence would vi^wjccyx^^V^xv 
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I was for compounding with you, by the words cm- 
ditional liking ; which you fo humoroufly rally. 

Well but, methinks you fay» what is all th'is to the 
purpofe \ This is ftill but reafoning : But, if you <in 
in Love, you are i And Love* like the vapours, i! 
the deeper rooted for having no fufficient «aufe afOgo- 
able for its hold. And fo you call upon zne agsuo. to 
have no refervcs, and fo-forth. 

Why then, my deai% if you will have it, I think, 
th:%r, with all his preponderating fauhs> I like him bet- 
ter than I ever thought I ihould like him : and, tho& 
faults confidered, better perhaps than I ought to lib 
him. And I believe, it is pofBble for the perieciiOBi 
1 labour under, to induce me to like him ftiU morfr- 
Eipecially while I can recolleA to his advantage ou 
lafl Interview, and as every day produces ftronger ia* 
ftances of tyranny y I will call it, on the other fide— 
In a word, I will frankly own (fince you cannot thiol 
any-thing I fay too explicit) that were he ncrjn but \ 
moral man, 1 would prefer him to all the men I eve 
fiw. 

So that this is but conditional liking Hill, you*ll faj 
— Nor, I hope, is it more. I never was in Love as ii 
is called ; and whether This be f7, or nor^ I muft fub 
Hilt CO ycu. But will venture to think it^ if it be, ih 
fuch mighty monarch/ no fuch unconquerable power 
as I have heard it reprefcnted ; and it muft have me 
with greater encouragement than 1 think 1 have givci 
ir, to be abfolutely unconquerable — Since I am pet 
fuiid^d, that I could yet, without a throh^ moft wil 
lingly give up the one man to get rid of the other* 

liui now to be a liitk more ferious with you : I 
njy dear, my particularly unhappy fituation /^^J drive 
(or led me, if you plcafc) into a Ltking of the mao 
^^•d if that Liking hady in your opinion, inclined n 
to love him ; (hould youy whi fc mind is fufceptib 
^'^ 'he mof> fritndly iropreflions ; who have fuch hi^ 
'Motions of the delicacy which ought to be obfwrvtdl 
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oar Sex iarthefe matters ; and who aAually do enter 
fo deeply into the dJUrcfe of one you love — ihould 
you have puflied To far that unhappy friend on fo very 
uicc a fubjcfl ? — Efpecially, when i aimed not (as you 
could prove hy^ffty inAances, it feems) to guard againfl 
keing found out. Had yoo rallied me by word of 
mouth in the manner you doj, it might have been more 
in charader ; efpeciaily, if your friend's diftreffes had 
been furmounted ; and if (he had affected Prudifh airs 
in revolving the fubjedk : But to fit down to write it, 
at methinks I fee you, with a gladdened eye, and with 
all the archnefs of exultation — ^Indeed,. my dear (and I 
take notice of it^ rather for the itake of your own gene- 
rofity, than for my fake ; for, as I have faid, I love 
your raillery) it is not fo very pHtty ; the delicacy of 
the fubjedji and the delicacy of your own mind, con- 
fidered» 

I lay down my pen here^ that you may confider of 
it a little, if you pleafe. 

I RESUME, to give you my opinion of the force 
yfhich^gure or perfon ought to have upon our Sex s 
And this I fhall do both generally as to the other SeX| 
^fid particularly as to this man : Whence you will be 
able to colled how far my friends are in the right, or 
10 the wroog, when they attribute a good deal of pre- 
judice in favour of one man, and in disfavour of the 
Other, on the fcore of 6gure. 3utj firft, let me ob^ 
ferve^ That they fee abundant rcaion, on comparing 
Mr. Lovelace and Mr. Solmes tqgether, to believe 
that this may be a conlidcration with me ; and there^ 
fore they believe it is. 

There is certainly fomething very plauHble and ;it« 
iriilivc, as well as creditable to a woman^s choice, io 
figure. It gives a favourable impreffion at firrt fight, 
in which we wifh to be confirmed : And if, upon fur* 
ther acquaintance, we find reafon fo to be, we are 
pleaTed with our judgment, and like the perfon the 
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better, for having given us caufe to compliment oUf 
own fagacity, in our flrft'^lighted impreffions. Butj. 
nevertheless, ir has been generally a rule with me, to* 
fuTpeA a fine figure, both 'in man and woman ; and. 
I'have had a good deal of reafan to approve my ruieV 
— With regard to Men efpecially ; who ought to value 
themfelves rather upon their intellefhial than perfdoal 
qualities. For, as to our Sex,, if a fine woman (hoald! 
be led by the opinion of the world,^ to be vain add 
conceited -upon her form and features; and that to focfa. 
a degree, as to have negleAed the more material and^ 
more durabte recommendations; the world will be 
ready to excufe her ; fince a pretty fool, in all (Be 
fays, and in all fhe does, will plcafe, we know not why. 

But who would grudge this pretty fool her (hoit 
<fay ! Since, her pretty fommer's fun, whe n -her butter-- 
fly flutters are over,^ and the winter of age and f urr 
rows arrives,, (he will feel the jofl efleAs of having 
negleAed to cultivate her better faculties-: For then,', 
like another Helen,, (he will be unable to bear the re* - 
flexion even of' our own glafs ; and being funk intO 
the infignificance of a mere old womany^ (he wiU be in- 
titled to the contempts which follow that character. 
While the ciijcrest ntdtro*?, whox:arries .up [[we will 
not, in fuch a one's cift^, f^y dov/n^ into advanced 
life, the ever amiable chara«Ster of virtuous prudence^ 
and ufeful experience, finds folid veneration take place- 
erf' airy admiration^ and more than ixipply the want. 
Of it. 

But for a man to be vain of bis peifdn, how cfij?-- 
tninate ! If fuch a one happens to have genius, it fel^ 
dom flrikes deep into iotelleftual fubjefts. His out- 
fide ufually runs away with him.. To adorn and p^ 
haps, intending to adorn^.to render ridkrulous, that 
perfon, takes up all his attention, All he does is- 
per/onal; that is to ray,/^r himfclf : All he admires^. 
is himfelf : And in fpite of the correflion of the Stage, 
which fo often and fo juAly expofes a coxcomb, ha 
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uAially dwindles down, and (Inks into that charaA^r^ 
and, of confcqu^nce, becomes the fcorn of one Sex», 
and the jeft o£ rhe other. 

This is generally tlir ca£e of your fine figures ot 
Men,, and of thofe who value themfelves ondrefsand 
outward appearance: Whence it is,, that JF: repeat, 
that mere perfin in a man,,, is a defpicable coofidera-^ 
tion» But if a man, ^r/7^^i figure^ has learning, and 
Aich talents,, as vjouid have diflinguifhed faim,^ what* 
ever were his fortxk^ ; then indeed perfon is an addi- 
tion : And i£he has not run too egregioufly into lelf- 
admiration, and if he has prefexved his morale, he i» 
trolly a valuable being. . 

Idr.Xovelaee has> certainly taAc ; and,, as far as I* 
am able to determine, he has judgment in moft of 
the politer arts. But altho' he has a humorous way. 
of carrying it off,. yet one may fee, that he values him* • 
£elf not a Tittle,, both, on his perfon and his parts, and 
even upon his dr€/s ; and yet has f ) happy an eafe 
in the latter>,that it feem^to be the lead part of his 
fludy. Ajnd as to the former,, 1 Qiould hold myielf 
inexjcufablc, if I were to add to his vanity by (hewing 
the Uaft r£gard for what is too evidently fo much his^. 

And now, my dear, let me afk you : Have I'comc 
up to. your expedtation-? If I. have nor,, when my 
mind is more at eafe, 1 will endeavour to pleafe you 
better*, For,.methinks,.my fentencesdrag-; my Uyle. 
cneeps } my imagination is funk; my fpirits ferve me- 
Dot ; only, to tell you,. That whether I have more or 
lefs,. I am whoUy.devoted.to the cununands of my dear 
K^ifs Howe. 

P. $. The infolent Betty Barnes has juft now fired 
me anew, by reporting to me the following expreilions 
of he hideous creature, Solmes-*— ' That he \%Jure of 

* the coy girl; and that %vitb little labour to him/elf* 

* That be I ever fo averfe to him beforehand, he caQ. 
'- depend upon my principles ; and it will be a pieafure 

* to him ta lee by what pretty degrees I ihail come to.' 
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C— Horrid wretch !] ^That it was Sir Olircr's obfcr- 

* vation, who knew the world perfectly well, that 

* Ffuf was a better fecurity than Love,, -for a -wo«'- 

* man's good behaviour to her hufband ; altho', for 

* his part, to fuch a fine creature [truly] he would 

* try what Love would do ; for a few weeks at Icaft : 
^ Bring unwilling to believe what the old Knightufed: 

* to aver. That fondnefs fpoils more wives than it 

* makes good.! 

U hat think, you, my dearj.offuch a wretch as thk!' 
tutored, too, by that old furly Mijogyntft^ as be waa 
ieeoied. Sir, Oliver i — 

LETTER XLI; 

Mifs CLARIS6A Harlowe,. To Mifs HoWEi 

Tuefdayy. March 21., 
tl O W willingly would my dear Mother fhew kind* 

* ^ nefs to me, were flie permitted ! None of this 
peifccution fhould I labour under,^ I am Aire, if that 
regard were paid to her prudence and fine underftand* 
ing, which they io well deierve. Whether owing to 
her, or to niy Aunt^ or to both, that a new trial was 
to be made upon me, I cannot tell ; but this morniog, 
her Shorey delivered into my hand the following con- 
deicending Letter. 

My dear girl^ 
TJ OR fo 1 niurt ft ill call you ; fince dear you may 
^ he to me, in every fcn/e of the word — We have 
taken into particular confideration, fome hints that fell 
yefterday from youx good Nurion, as if wc had nor^ 
at Mr. 8olmes's fii it application, treated you vrith 
that condefcenfion, \^heiewith we have in all other 
infUnccs treated you. If it even had been Jo ^ my dtar^ 
you were not excufablc lo be wanting in ygur parr^ 
and to fct yourlelf to oppofv your Father's will in a 
point into which be had entered too far^ to recede 

with 
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with honour. But all yet may be well. On your 
fingle wiily my child, depends all oqc happinefs. 

Your Father permits me to cell you, chat if you 
now at laft comply with his expeAations, all paft di{^ 
obligations fhall be buried in oblivion, as if they had 
never been : But withal, that this is the laft time that 
that grace will be offered you. 

I hinted to you> you. muft remember (a)^ that pat- 
Icrns of the richeft ^!ks were fent for. They are come* 
And as they are come, your Father, to fhow how 
much he b decepmiDcdt will have me fend them up to 
you» I could have wifhed they might not have ac- 
companied this Letter^— But there is no great matter 
in that» I mu(l tell you, that your delicacy is not ta 
be quite fo much regarded, gs I had once thought it 
deferved to be. 

Thefe are the neweA, as well as richeA, that wc 
ix>uld procure ; anfwcrable to our Aation in the world ; 
ftnfwerable to the fortune, additional to your Grand- ^ 
6uhcr*s Eftate, deligncd you; and to the noble Settle-^ 
ments agreed upon. 

Your Father intends you fix Suits (three of theca 
dreffed Suits) at his own eiqience. ¥cu have an en- 
^rc new Suit; and one befides,, which I think you 
never'wore but twice, ^s the new Suit is rich, if you 
chufe to make That one of the fix,, your Father will 
preikit you with an hundred guineas in lieu. 

Mr. oolmes intends to prefent you with a fet of 
jewels. As you have your Grandmother's and your 
Qwn,. if you chuie to have the former new fet, and 
to make them ierve, his^ prefent will he made iii 
fiaoney ; a very round fum-*«which will be given in 
foil property to yourfelf ; befidcs a fine annual allow- 
ance for pin-money, as it is called. So that your ob«^ 
JeAioo againfi the fpirit of a man you think worie oi 
than it deferves, will have no weight; but you wiU 
be more ibdepend^ot than, a Wiie of lets difcrecioa 
<?i Seep 131, 
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than we attribute to you, perhaps ought to be. Too 
know full veil, that I, who firft and laft brought a 
(Kll larger fortune into the family than you will carry 
to Mr. Solmety had not a provifion made me of near 
This that we have made for you.— Where people mar- 
ry to their likingi terms are the leaft things flood up- 
on.— Yet (hould I be forry if you cannot (co^oblige ui 
all) overcome a diflike. 

Wonder not. Clary, that I write to you thut|rfahily 
and freely upon this lubjeA. Your behaviour hitherto 
has been fuch^ that we have had no opportunity of 
entering minutely into the fubjeA with you. Yet, af- 
ter all that has pailed between you and me in conver* 
fation, and between you and your Uncles by Letter, 
you have no room to doubt whai it to be the con* 
iequence. — Either, child, we muft give up,of/r autbo*- 
rity, or you your humour. You cannot- eiqpeA the 
one. We have all the reafon in the world to ezpeft 
the other. You know I have told you more than 
once, that you muft rcfolve to have Mr* Solmesi or 
never no be looked upon as our child. 

The draught of the Settlements you may fee when- 
ever you will; We think. therecan be no room for 
objeAion to any of the articles. There is ftill mort 
in them in our family's favour> than was dipulated at 
firft, when your Aunt talked of them to you. More 
fo, indeed, thanwe could have aflced. If> upon perufal 
of them, you think any alteration neceflary, it Uiall be 
made. — Do,, my dear girl^fend tome within this day 
or two, or rather ajk me, for the perufal of them. 

As a certain perfon's appearance at church fo late- 
ly* and what he gives out every where, make us ex- 
tremely unt^afy, and as that uneafincfs will continue 
while you arc fingle, you muft not wonder that a (hort 
^ay is intended. 1 bisday fortnight we deiign it to 
to bcj if yo^ iiayc no objeftion lo make that I fliall 
approve of. But if you dctcrminc«as we would have 
y^"* and ri5nifv it to us, wc thajl not ftand with you. 
'^^ a week. or to. Xa>tt. 
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Your fightlioefs o£ perfon ma^perh;^ make fome 
think this alliance difiaragiag. But I hope you will 
not put fuch a perfonal value upon .yourfelf : If you 
do. It will indeed be the lefi; wooder tfavat.^^r^ fhould 
weigh with you (howevec wea]^;th£ confideration I) in 
another man.. 

Thus we Parents, injuftice, ought to judge : That 
our two Daughters are equally dear and .valuable to us : 
If (Of, why ihould Clarijja think that a drfparagementt 
^hich Arabella would not (nor we for her) have 
thought any, had the addrefs been made to her? — 
You will know what I mean by this, without my ex- 
plaining myfelf further. 

Signify to us, now, therefore, your compliance with 
our wifhes. And then there is an end or your con* 
£nement. An a£t of oblivion, as I may call it, fhall 
pafs upon all your former refraftorinefs t And you 
vill once more make us happy in you, and in one 
i^iotber. You may, in this cafe, directly come down 
to your Father and me, in his Study ; where we will 
give you our opinions of the patterns, with our hearty 
torgivenefs and blei&ngs. 

. Come, be a good child, as you ufed to be, my 
Clariila. I have (notwithftanding your paft behaviour, 
and the hopelefnefs which fome have expreiTed of your 
compliance) undertaken this one time more for you* 
Difcredit not my hopes, my dear girl. I have pro* 
mifed never more to interfere between your Father 
and you^ if this my moft earneft application fucceed 
not. I expeA you down. Love. Your Father ex<^ 
pe£ls you down. But be fure don't let him fee any- 
thing uochearful in your compliance. If you come^ 
I will dafp you to my fond heart, with as much plea* 
fure as ever I prefled you to it in my whole lite. You 
don't know what I have fuffered within thefe few 
weeks paft ; nor ever will be able to guefs, till you 
come to be in my fituation ; which is that of a fond 
and.ind.ulgQut Mother, praying ni^h^ Siwd. ^^v^^ ^^^ 
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firuggling to preferTc, agaiaft the attempts of more 
ungovernable fpirits^ the peace and union of her fa- 
mily. 

But you know the terms* Come not near us, ii 
you rcfolve to be undutiful : Bat this, after what 1 
have written » I hope you cannot be.. 

If you come diredtly, and, as I fkid, ciearfulfy, Zi 
if your heart were in your duty (and you told me ii 
w^sjreef you know) I (hall then> as I faid» give yen 
the moft tender proofs, how much I am 

Tour truly affettionate Methtr. 

Think for me, my deareft friend, how I mud b 
affeded by this Letter ; the contents of it is fo furpri 
fingly terrifying, yet fo fwcctly urged \* — O why, cri« 
I to myfelf, am I obliged to undergo this fevere eon 
{liA between a command that I cannot obey, and Ian 
guage fo condefcendingly moving ! — Could I bar 
been fure of being fti uck dead at the altar before tb 
ceremony had given the man 1 hate a title to or 
vowsy I chink I could have fubmitted to have been lo 

to it. Cut to think of living ^i'ffi^-and living ydri 

man one abhors, what a fad thing is tbat I 

And then, how tu)uld the glare of habit and orna 
ment be Tuppofed any inducement to one, who ha 
always held, that the principal view of a good Wii 
in the adorning of her perfon, ought to be, lo preferv 
the affeAion of her hufband, and to do credit to hi 
choice ; and that (he fhouidbeeven fearful of attra£ 
Jng the eyes of others ^-— In this view, muft not tk 
very richnefs of tbe patterns add to my dtfgufts N 
Great encouragement indeed, to think of adorniD 
one's feif lo be the Wife of Mr. Solmes / 

Upon .the whole,, it was not pofiible for me to { 
down upon the prefcribed condition. Do you thin 
it was : — Ar.d to 'write^ if my Letter would have bet 
^ead^ what could 1 wiite that would be admitted, at 
^tcr what I had v<r'\Utu'Ai\d (ivd to (o little effect ^ 
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I walked backward axid forward. I threw down 
with difdain the paitcnw. Now to my clofct retired 
I ; then quitting k, threw myfelf upon the Settee ; 
then upon this chair ^ then upon that ; then into one 
window^ then into another — ^I know not what to do 1 
——And while I was in this fufpenfey having again taken 
tip the Letter to re-perufe it, Betty came in» remind- 
ing me, by order. That my Papa and Mamma waited 
for me in my Father's (ludy. 

Tell my Mamma, faid I, that I beg the favour of 
ieeing her here for one moment; or to permit me to 
attend her any-where by herfelf, 

I lifiened at the ftairs-head— You fee, my dear, 
how it is, cried my Father, very angrily ; All your 
cOndefceniion (as your indulgence heretofore is 
thrown away. Tou blame your Son's vioknce^ as you 
call it [^I had fome pleq/ure in hearing this'] r but no» 
thing elfe will do with her. You fhall not fee her 
alone. Is my prefencc aa exception to the bold crea- 
ture ? 

Tell her, faid my Mother to Betty, (he knows 
•upon what terms (he may come down to us. Nor 
will I fee her upon any other. 

The maid brought me this Anfwer. I had re- 

'tourfe to my pen and ink : but I trembled fo, that I 

Could not write, nor knew I what to fay, had I had 

Readier fingers. At la(l Betty brought me tkcfe lines 

fiom my Father. 

Undutiful and perverfe Clarijfa^ 

NO condefcenfion. I fee, wiU move you. Your 
Mother (hall not fee you ; nor will I. Prepare 
however to obey. You kqow our pleafure. Your 
Uncle Antony, your Brother, and your SKlcr, and 
jrour favourite Mrs. Norton, (hall fee the ceremony 
performed privately at your Uncle's chapel. And 
when Mr. Solmes can introduce you to us, in the 
•temper we wi(h to behold yoa m^ \9t. tcvac^ '^t.t^*^^^ 
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forghre hit Wife, altho* we never cao^ in any otk^ 
chara^^er^ our perverfe Daughter. As it will bcilj 
priTately perforcued, clothes and equipage maybeprfi^ 
vided afterwards. So prepare to go to your Unck'i 
for an early day in next week. We will not fee yoo 
till all is over: And we will have it over the fooner^ 
in order to ihorten the time of your deferved confine* 
ment, and our own trouble in contending witb'fuchj| 
rebel, as you have been of late. 1 will hear no pleaSi 
I will receive no Letter^ nor Expoft.ulation. Norihj^' 
you hear from me any more till you have chaB|g( 
jour name to my liking. This from 

Tour incenfe4 Father * rj. 

If this refolntion be adhered to, then will iny Fi^. 
ther never f: e me more ! — For I will never bi; t^ 
Wife of that Solmcs— I will die firft ! — 

I 

I 

Tuefday Evening, j 

H E, this Solmes, came hither foon after I had t> 
eeived my Father's Lctier. He fent up to beg lcay({ 
to wait upon me — ^I wonder at his aflurancel — 

I <aid to Bettf^ who brought, me his mejQ[age^ I4X 
kim rc:Aorc an unhappy creature to her Father go4 
Mother, and then I m;i y hear what he has to fay. S^t^ 
if my friends will not fee me on bis account^ I wiH 
Dot fee him upon his own. '' 

I hope, Mifs, faid Betty, you will not lend me 
down with this Anfwer. He is with your Papa and 
Mamma. 

I am driven to dtfpair, faid L I cannot he ufcd 
wo'-fe. I will not fee him. 

D 'wn ilic went with my Anfwer. She pretended) 
it feems, to be loih to repeat it % So was cofthmanded out 
of her affeded rcfervcs, and gave it in its full forces 

O bow I heard my Father ftorm ! 

They were all together, it feems, in his ftiidy. 
itj/ iBroriier was for havingmt t^ttAdoutof thehuufe 
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that moment, to Lovelaccj and my evil deftiny. Mf 
Mother was pleafcd to put in a gentle word for me t 
I know not what it was : But thus (he was anfwered — 
My dear, this is the moft provoking thing in the world 
in a woman of your good fenfe | — To love a rebel, 
as well as if (he were dutiful. What encouragement 
for duty is this ?— Have I not loved her as well as ever 
yon did ? And why am I changed! Would to the 
Lord, your Sex knew how to difringufli I It is plain, 
chat (he relies upon her power over you. The fond 
Mother ever made a hardened child ! 
^ She was pleafed, however, to blame Betty, as the 
wench owned, for giving n\y Anfwcr its full force, 
Sut my Father praifed her for it. 

The wench fays. That he would have come up in 
%fU wrath, at my refufing to fee Mr. Solmes, had not 
fby Brother and Sifter prevailed upon him to the con- 
trary. 

I wifli be had ! — And, were it not for his own fake^ 
that he had'killcd me I 

'«Mr.Solme$con(lefcended [I am mightily obliged to 
Kim, truly {] to plead for 'me. 

They are all in tumults 1 How it will end, I know 
^^0^— I am quite weary o£ my life — So happy, liH 
Wlrhin thefc tew weeks I— So miferable now ! 
'Well, indeed, might my Mother fay, That I (hould 
Kave fevcrc trials {a). 

-P. S, The Idiot [fuch a one ami treated like !] is 

" hggedf as 1 may fay, by aty Brother and Sifter. 

They have defired, that I may be configned over 

* xttiirtly to their management. If it be granted [it 

If granted, on my Father's part, I undcrftand, but 

not yet on my Mother's] what cruelty may I not 

cxpeft from their envy, jealouf/, and ill- will ! — I 

(hall foon fee, by its effcds, if I am to be fo con- 

■iigacd — This is a. written intimation^privatcly dropt 
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in n)3r Woodhoufe walk, by my Covfia Dollf 
Hcrvcy. The dear girl longs to fee me, (he telb 
me : But is forbidden till fliefce me as Mrs. Solmm, 
or as cor.fentiog to be his. I will take example 1^ 
their ptrfevcrence ! — Indeed I will !•— 

LETTER XLII. 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs HowR, 

AN angry dialogue, a fcolding-bout rather, hu 
paired between my Sifter and me. Did yoo think 
I could fcoldy my dear ? 

She was fent up to me, upon my rcfufal to fee 
Mr. Solmes — Let loofc upon me, 1 think ! — No in- 
tention on their parts, to conciliate ! It feems eldest 
that I am given up to my Brother and her^ by gene* 
ral confent. 

I will do juftice to erery-thing ilie faid againft me 
which carried any force with it. As I a(k for your 
approbation or difapprobation of my condud, upod 
the fa£ts I lay before you, I (hould think it the fign 
of a very bad caufe, if I endeavoured to miflead my 
judge. 

She began with rcprefcnting to me the danger I 
had been in, had roy father come up, as he would 
have done had he not been hindered — by Mr. Sobms 
among the refl. She reflected upon my Norton, as 
if (he encouraged me in my pcrverfencfs. She ridi* 



word] ClarilTa Harlowe, Ihould be fo flrangely fond 
of a profligate man, that her parents were torced to 
Jock her up, in order to hinder her from ruoniog into 
his arms. « Let me aik you, my dear, faid ftie, how 
^ you now keep your account of the d^fpoiiiion of 
your time ? How many hours in the tiventy-fcur do 
I^BU devote to 'sout^^^^X^X ^\wt xea^y to your 
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• Prayers ? How many to Letter-writing ? And how: 

• many to Love? — I doubt, I doubt, my little dear, 

• was her arch expreffion^ The' latter article is like 

• Aaron's rod, and fwallows up all the reft ! — ^TcU 

• me ; is it not fo ?' 

To thefe I anfwered, That it was a double mortifi- 
cation to me to owe my fifety from the cfFcdls of my 
Father's indignation to a man I could never thank for 
any-thing. I vindicated the good Mrs. i^orton with 
a warmch that was due to her merit. — With equal 
warmth I refented her reflections upon me on Mr, 
Lovelace's account. As to the difpofition of my time 
ID the twenty- four hours, I told her it would better 
have become her to pity a Sifter in diflrefs, than to 
exult over her — Efpecially, when I could too juflly 
attribute to the difpoiltioo of fome of her wakeful 
hours no fmall part of that diftrc fs. 

She raved extremely at ^his laft hint : But reminded 
ime of the gentle treatment of all my friends, my 
Mother's in particular, before it came to This : She 
iaid, that I had discovered a fpirit they never had ex- 
peAc:d : That, if they had thought me fuch a cham- 
pionefs, they would hardly have v.-ntured to engage 
with me: But that now, the (hort and the long 
vas, that the matter had gone too far to be given 
up : That it was become a contention between duty 
and ivilfuinefs ; Whether a Parent's authority were 
to yield to a Daughter's obftinacy, or the contrary : 
That I muil therefore bend or break, that was all^ 
chUd. 

I told her, that I wiflied the fubjedl were of fuch 
a nature, that I could return her pleafantry with equal 
lightnefs of heart : But that, if Mr. Solmes had fuch 
•merit ui evcry-body's eyes, in hers particularly, why 
might he not be a Brothtr to me, rather than a 
Hujhand? 

O child, fays fhe, methinks you are as pleafant to 
the full as I am : I begin to have (omt^ao^s cj?l^^>3^ 

Vol. I. O vvR.^ 
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now. But do you think I will rob my Sifter of her 

humble fervant ? Had he firft addreflcd himfelf to me, 

proceeded (he, fomething might have heeo faid : But 

to take my youoger Sifter's rcfuf^l .* Noj no, child; 

it is not come that neiiher ! Befidcs, That would 

|)e to leave the door open in your heart for you knot 

vvho, child ; and we would fain bar him out, if polB* 

ble. In (hort [and then (he changed both her tooci 

and her looks] had I been as forward as fomebodj} 

to throw myfelf into the arms of one of the greata 

profligates in England^ who had endeavoured to (\f 

port his claim to me thro' the blood of my Broths, 

then might all my family join together to fave me froa 

fuch a wretch, and to marry me as faft as they couUi 

to fome worthy man, who might apporturufy ofe 

himfelf. And noWj Clary, alPs out^ and make die 

moft of it. 

Did not thb deferve a fevere return ? Do, faj it 
did, to juftify my reply. — Alas ! for my poor Sifter I 
fdid I — The man was not always fo great a profligate. 
IIow true is the obfcrvation. Thai unrequited Lavi 
turns to deepeft Hate! 

I thought fhe would have beat me. But I prO" 

ceeded — I have heard often of my Brother's danger. 

and my Brother's murderer. When fb little cere 

mony is made with me, why fhould I not fpeak ouc 

— Did he not fcek to kill the othert if he could hav 

clone it ? Would my Brother have given Liovclaceij 

life, had it been in hb power ? — ^The aggrej/or (houl 

not complain^ — And, as to opportune otters, would i 

Heaven fome one had oShvcdopportunefy to fomebodj 

Ic is not my fault, Bella, the opportune gentlema 

don't come 1 

Could ^out my dear, have ihewn more fpirit? 
exptaed to feel the weight of her hand. She d 
come up to me, with it held up : Then, fpccchk 
^ith paiiion, ran down half way of the flairs, ai 
came up again. ^ 

Whc 
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When (he could fpeak — God give me patience 
with you ! 

Amen^ faid I : But you fee Bella, how ill you bear 
the retort you provoke. Will you forgive me ; and 
let me find a Sifter \ny9u» as /am forry, if you have 
reafon to think me unfifterly in what I have faid ? 

Then did fhe pour upon me, with greater vio- 
lence; confidering my gentlenels as a triumph of 
temper over hen She was refolved, (he faid^ to let. 
-cvery-body know how I took the wicked Lovelace's 
part againft my Brother. 

I wi'ihed, 1 told her, I could make the plea for 
mjf/ef/i which (he might for 1ierfelf\ to wit, That 
my anger was more 4nexcuf.ible than my judgment. 
But I prefumed (he had fpme other view in coming to 
me, than (be had hitherto acquainted me with. Let 
me, faid I, but know (after all that has pa(red) if you 
have any-thing to propofe that 1 can comply with ; 
sny-thing that can make my only Sifter once more my 
friend ? 

I had befote, upon her ridiculing me on my fup- 
poied character of meeknefs^ (aid, that, altho' I wiihcd 
to be thought meek^ I would not be aijeEi \ ahho' 
humble^ not mean : A nd here, in a fneering way> flie 
cautioned me un that head. 

I replied, that her pleafantry was much more agree- 
able than her an^er. But 1 wi(hed fhe wouM let me 
know the end of a vifit that had hitherto {between us) 
beeafo unfifterly. 

She dtfired to be informed, in the name of every} 
bodjf^ was her word, what I was determined upon I 
And whether to comply or not ?■•— One word for all r 
My friends were not to have patience with fo pci- 
verfe a creature for ever. 

This then I tuld htr I wouFd do : Abfolutdy break 
with the man they were all fo determined againft: 
Upon condition, however, that neither Mr. Solmcs« 
xkot way other, were urged to me v<*\\.\x vVi^ l^v^^ ^V j^ 
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And what was this, more than I had offered be- 
fore ? What, but riDging my changes' upon the fame 
bells, and neither receding nor advancing one title ? 

If I knew what other propofals I could make, I 
told her, that wouM be acceptable (o them all, and 
free me from the addrefs of a man (o difagreeable to 
me, 1 would make them. I had indeed before otfered, 
never to marrj without my Father's confent — 

She interrupted me, That was becaufe I depended 
upon my whining tricks to bring my Father and Mo- 
ther to what I pleafed. 

A poor dependence ! I faid : — She knew xhofc who 
would make th?t dependence vain — 
* And I Jbould have brought them to my own beck, 
very probably, and my Uncle Harlowe too, as alio 
my Aunt Hervey, had I not been forbidden their 
iight, and thereby hindered fiom playing my pug*s 
tricks before them. 

At leaft, Bella, faid 1, you have hinted to me /9 
whom I am obliged, that my Father and Mother, and 
every- body elfe, treat me thus hardily. But furely 
you make them all very weak. Indifferent perfons, 
judging of us two from what you fay, would either 
think T/z^ a very artful creature, ox you a very fpiteful 
one — 

You are indeed a very artful one, for that matter, 
interrupted (he in a paflion : One of the artfulleft I 
ever knew J And then followed an accufation fo low I 
fo unfiftcrly ! — That I half bewitched people by my 
infinuHting addrefs : That nobody could be valued or 
refpedted, but muff ftand like cyphers wherever I 
came. How often, faid (he, have I and my Brother 
been talking upon a fubjeA, and had every-body*s 
attention, till you came in, with your bewitching m^ci 
pride, and humble (ignificance ? And then have we 
cither been flopped by references to Mifs Clary's opi- 
nion, for loo th ; 01 been forced to (lop ourfelves. or 
mull have talked on unattended to by eveiy-body. 

She 
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She pan fed. Dear Bella, proceed 

She indeed feemed only gathering breath. 

Atid fo 1 'willy faid (he— Did you not bewitch my 
Grandfather ^ Could any thing be pleafing to him, 
that you did not fay or do ^ ' How did he ufe to hang, 
till h.e flabbcred again, poor doting old man ! on your 
ftlvcr tongue ! Yet what ^\d you fay, .that lue could 
not have faid ? What did you do that we did not c 
c<ideavoQr ro do ? — And what was all this for ? Why, 
truly» his Laft Will fhewed what e£Fe£t yout finooth 
obligations had up9n him !r->To leave the acquired 
part of his Eilate from the next heirs, his own Sons 
to a grandchild ; to his ^oe/n^^^ grandchild ! a Daugh- 
ter too I — ^To leave the family-pictures from his Soni 
to you, becaufe you could tiddle about them, and, . 
tlio* you now negleA their examples, could wipe and 
dean them with your dainty hands I The family- 
plate too* in fuch quantities, of two or three genera- 
tions Aandiug, muftnot be changed, becaufe his pre" 
cious chHd (a), humouring his old fallal tade, ad- 
mired it, to make it all her own. 

This.- wasr-too . low., to move m&: O my poor 
Sifter I faid I : Not to be able, or at leaft willing, to 
difiiagui(h between Art and Nature .' If I <Ud oblige, 
I was happy in it: I looked for no further reward : 
My mind it above slrt, from the dirty motives you 
iqention. I wi(h with all my heart my Grandfather 
|iad not thus dlftinguiihed me.: He faw my Brother 
likely to be amply provided for out of the family, as 
well as in it : He defired that ysu might have the 
greater ihare of my Father's favour for it ; and no 
doubt but you both will. You know, Bella, that the 
Eftatc my Grandfather bequeathed me was not half 
the real Eftate he left. . 

What's alLthat to an eftate in poffeffion, and left ^ 

*- (a) Alluding to his words in the prjcamble tothc-cUufes in oasl ^ 
"Will.. Seep. »p. . • 

0. 3 ^^> 
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you wich fQch diminutions, as gave 70a a reputation 
of greater value than the Eftate itfelf .^ 

Hence my misfortune, Bella, in your Envy, I 
doubt ! — But have 1 noi given up that pofTeffion in 
the bell manner I could — 

Yes, interrupting mr, fhe hated me for that hejt 
manner. Specious little witch ! (he called me : Your 
heft manner^ fo full of art and deiign, had never been 
fcen thro'y if you, with your blandiOiiog ways, had 
not been put out of fight, and reduced to pofiiive 
declarations ! — Hindered from ,^-aying your little^ 
whiningj tiicks; curling, like a ferpent, about yoor 
M.imma ; and making her cry to deny ?ou any-thing 
your Utile oblVinate heart was fet upon ! — 

Obltinarc heart Bella ! 

Ye>', obiHnate heart ! For did you ever give up 
any-ihing ? Had you not the art to make them thiok 
a. I was right you aiked, tho* my Brother and I were 
frequently refbfcd favours of no greater import \ 

I know not, Bell<», that I ever skikfd any thing uo6t 
to be granted, I feldom aikcd favours for ^yjfjft but 
tor v'^fj-, 

1 «^^ a rcdefting creature for this. 

All ^ci: r^ak of, Bellj, was a long time ago. 1 
c'srr.o: fv^ :o far ba^k into our chiUilh toliies. Little 
vi \i I !h::.k cf how ,6rg jisKibng this your iate^Jhiw^ 
Ar. 'fahy is. 

I uAsa redect^r ag.v.n ! Such % fau(y*m£eknefs ; fuch 
& >.■ ; fK'^wc* ; Ar*i l.ch venom in words \—Q Clary! 
C srv . Tftou ^en always a tu^p^actd girl ! 

N« bix;v thcight 1 had two fjces, wbea I gave up 
Ai. irto try FaiLcr i maca^^ment ; taking from hii 
bounty, as before, all roy li.tle pocket-money, with- 
Out a u:ui:;>c a*iv i:Jon to iry ftipcnd, or defiricg i.— 

Veti cur.ning creature < — And that was another of ' 
^iKUr^rvt4AiJ ■' — Foi cki it cot engage my food Father 
W M aoubt you tho^i^ht i: wouid} to tell joo, that. 
Met i^M 4i4id doae 10 (raiaol acd dusiful a iking, he 
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Let. 4^. Clarifla Harlowe. 295 

would keep entire, for your ufe, all the produce of 
the £ftace left yon, and be but your See ward in it ; 
and that you mould be intitled to rhe fame allowances 
as before i Another of your hoohin^s^ Clary I — So 
that all your extravagancies have been fupponed 
gratis. 

My extravagancies, Bella ! — But did my Father 
ever give me any- thing he did not give you ? 

Yes, indeed ; I got more by that mtans. than I 
ftiould have had the confcience to aik. But I have 
fiili the greater part to (hew ! But you ! What have 
jfou to (hew ! — I dare fay^ not fifty pieces ia the 
world I 

Indeed I have not f 

I believe you ! — Your Mamma Norton, Ifuppofc-^ 
But mum for that ! — 

Unworthy Bella ! — ^The good woman, altho' low 
in circumftance^ is great in xnind ! Much greater than 
tbofe who would impute meannefs to a foul incapable 
of it. 

What then have you done with the fums given you 
£rom infancy to fquander ? — ^Let me a(k you f afTcAing 
aichnefs] nas» has, has Lovelace, has your Rake, put 
it out at intereft for you I 

O that my Sifter would not make me blufli for 
her 1 It iSf however, out at intereft l«— And I hope it 
will bring me intereft upon intereft I— Better than to 
lie ufelefs in my cabinet* 

She underftood me, (he faid. Were I a man, (he 
fhould luppo(e I was aiming to carry the County — 
Popularity I A croud to follow me with their bleftings 
as 1 went to and from churchy and nobody elfe to be 
regarded, were agreeable things. Houfe-top procla* 
niations 1 1 bid not my light under 4 bujbel^ fhe would 
fay that for me. But was it uot a little hard upon 
me, to be kept from blazing on aJSunday ?— And to 
be hindered from my charitable oftentations ? 

This^ indeed* Bella, is cruel in jfou, ^>as>\a.^^ ^'^ 

O 4 \kk^^ 
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Urgclj contributed to my confinements — But go on. 
You'll he out of breath by-and-by. I cannot wifti to 
1)C ahUio return this ufage. — Poor Bella ! And I be- 
liere I fmiled a little too cootemptuoufly for a Sifter 
to a Sifter, 

None of your faucy contempts [^riiingin her voice]: 
None of your foor Bflla\ with that air ot fuperiority 
in a younger Sifter ! 

Well then, rich Bella ! courtefying — that will picafc 
you better — And it is due likewifc to the hoards yea 
boaft of. 

Look-ye, Clary, holding up ber.hand, if you arc 
not a little more afj^Sl in your meeknefs^ a little more 
mean in your humility^ and treat me with the reijpe^b 
due to^n elder Sifter — you ihall find < — 

Not that you will treat me worfe. than you bave 
dsntj Bella! — That cannot be ; unlefs you were to 
let fall your uplifted hand upon me — And that would 
leSi become you to ifo, than me to bear., 

GooJ, meek creature : — But you were upon. your 
overtures juft now 1— ^I ftiall furprifc cvcry-body by 
tarrying fo long. They will think feme good may 
be done with you— r And Tapper will be ready. 




have 

\eifa ^ 

ihtir hofpitable. board \ 
I meet only with infult for this — Bella has not a 
f idling heart. The higheft joy in this life fhe is not 
capable of : But then lUe fdves hcrfelf many griefs, by 
bcr impenetrablencfs— Yet, for ten times the pain 
that inch a fenfibility is attended with, would 1 not 
part with the pleafuic it brings with it. 

fho,^d fa/f °'^'. "P""? my turning from her. If Oic 
wo^u^d^ Zl tV a?l^ LT^* ^t% -^T-thing they 

This 
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This is all you defirc at prcfcnt, creeper on I inftnua* 
tor! [What words fhe has! J But will not t'other 
ihan flame out, and roar moft horribly, upon the 
fnatching from his paws a prey he thought himfelf 
fure of ? 

I muft let you talk in your own way, or we (hall • 
never come to a point. . I fliall not matter his roarings , 
as you call it. , I will promife him, that, if I ever 
marry any other man, jt ^^11 not be till ^^is mar 
ried. i And if he be not fatisfied with f jch a conxie- - 
fceniiOn, I fliall think \!Lt ought : And I will give any - 
afTurances, that I.will neither correfpond with him, , 
Dor fee hiai. . Surely this will do» . 

But I Aippofe then you will have no objedion to 

fee and converfe, on a civil foot, with Mr. holmes 

as your Father's friend,. qr fo 7 

No i 1 muft be permitted to retire to my apartment ' 
whenever, be comes. • . I would no more converfe with \ 
the.one^ than correipond- with the .other. That would 
be to make Mr. Lovclaee guilty of fome raflinefs, on 
a belief, that I^broke with him,.tp liave Mr. Solmes. . 

And fo« that.wicked wrietcltis to be allowed fucha 
con troul oyer you, that you are not to be civil to your 
Faiher'sfrtends^ at his own houfe, for fear of incenfing 
iWi»/— When this comes to be reprefented, be fogood 
as to tell me, what is it you expeA from it^ 

Every things X fa id, or nothings as (hfttiWas pleafed < 
to reprcfent it. — Be fo good as to give* it your in 
teicft, JBella :. And fay, further, * That I will by any 
^ means lean, 4n the Law or otherwjfc^! makeover ; 

* to my Father, to my Uncles, or even to my Bro- 

* thcr, all I ^m intitled to by my Grandfdihcr's Will, , 

* as a fecurity for the performance of ipay promifes, 
^ And as.l fliall have no realan to cxpeA aay favour 
' from my Fajthcr, , if 1 break them, . \ fliall not be 
' worth any^-body's having. .And further ftill, un- 
' kindly as my Brother has ufed me« 1 will go down 

* to .Scjj;tiand privately, as his houfekccpcr [I nowfe^ 
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-.9 yc ^u'tii here] if he will promife to treac 
• -. V re :n i:\ he would do an hired oqc— Or 

«. . ^ » r^orence, to mj Coufia Morden, if 
;. J. t% :t I ^.v «r'.. ii:uic of ir. la either cafe, \t 

^% X »t«;.'T Ait. :h4: I am gone to the other ; or 
«• .%. «vn -u f .Tivi. I cire noc whicher it is fiidi 

^. ?v ik *vu. cxiii, if vou will give your pretty 

^ m • 4- »* lean And I ftcpc to my clofcr, 
. . ..^ '.* ac -ur.xa: 1 have meotiooeci ; and, 
^ , ,•%.• ^3. -v^wiijsf 0321 10 my Brother. 

•••* fuuCL iici STi'ip.iuls to my Sifter, as 

. ^ . ^n<.u. an lurt j^ will^ if you pkafe 

^ M v«a 4i:Cnnr. L:.: me heg ot you for 

4^ Mu wu vil. '. a»uik zn\ici£ very ua- 

.. ^ *».n«»r>. tiui" iiiipiitfurc. No Sifter 

4v .wu; scfw: mar- irrz rou. Pray do 

«. 'VLM^ au: tilt hcl «:iiur:r^ctions upon 

. ^ <» watfc you Jtiiivt thctr -r:>irtcd to you. 

^ .4 :k deft J havt m f^scerfuges, do 

.i.-fituiA', ^ut to keep to ilu L.nsr of them* 

... 4iAi.-*c.^ drdw up tven-chin£ w:o writiog> 

.^ c. '.u CjO ; and I wiii ii*;c i: And w&at 

. ••-. joi Jo to enforce ii, my A •:^fifiB and 

. . a*- So Lhj: I (hall be worth n: body's ad- 

. « ^i.. a.^ ZQ. :r.y Pipa*s confcnt : Nor iJhall aof 

...y .%.! <^" r9<'"ticcraciofl, induce me to refoke 

-J 'L,o^z J}ad any botiy to reconcile my 

w ...c ;.? ' .7 i;'.c. Lci mc aive this dvliraoie 

\juk ^.j.^ii-^j ii^Ki rpcHtiOD, and you ftitt 



^ ^ %* 
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And how do you think Bella employed hrrfcif while 
I was writing? — Why, playing gently upon my harp- 
ficord ; And humming to it^ to (hew her* unconcern- 
ednefs. 

When I approached her with what I had writteOy 
flie arofe with an air of levity — ^Why, Love, you have 
not written already ! — You have> I proteft !— O what 
a ready penwoman \ — And may I read it ? 

If you pleaftr. And let me befeech you, my dear 
Bella, to back thefe propofals with your good offices ; 
And [folding my uplifted hands; tears, I belieVe, 
ftanding in my eyes] I will love you at never Si iter 
loved another. 

Thou art a flrange creature,, faid (he ; there is no 
wlthdanding thee. 

She took the propofals and Letter; and having 
read them, burfl into an affected L^augh : How wife- 
ones may be taken in f — ^Then you did not know, that 
I was i&fting with you all this time I — And fo you 
would have me carry down this pretty piece of non- 
fenfe ? 

Don't let me be (urprifed at your iteming unfifter* 
Knefs,. Bella» I hope it is hut feeming» There can 
be no wit in fueh jeding as this. 

The folly of the creature ! — How natural is it for 
. people,, when they fct their hearts upoi> any-thing, to 
think cvery-body muft fee with thekr eyes ? — P^ay,, 
dear child, what becomes of your Father's authoriry 
ttrer — ^' ho /loops here,, the Parent ^ or the ChiLif — 
How does this iquare with the engagements actually 
agreed upon between your Father and Mr Solmes ^ 
What fecurity,. that your Rake will not follow you to 
the worU*s end ? — Neverthelcf*', that you may not 
think that i (land in the way of a Reconcili.irion on 
fuch fine terms as ihele, I will be your meiFengcr tbis 
ence,^ and hear what my Papa will fay to h ; ahhu*^ 
beforehand I can tell you, thefe propofals will not 
anfwer the principal end. 

O 6 '^'^ 
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So down (he went. But, it ieeiDS, my Aunt Her- 
vey and vnj Cncle Harlowe were doc gone away : And 
as chcy bane all engaged to a A in concert, mefleogers 
were difpatched to my Uncle and Aunt to dcfirethem 
to be there to breakfaft in the morning* 

Monday Night. 1 1 o^Ckck. 
I AM afraid I (hall not be thought worthy — 
J 11 ft as I began not to fear I fhouM be thought 
xrorthy of an Anfwer, Betty rapped at my door,, and 
(aid. If I were not in bed, (he had a Letter for me. 
I had but juf^ done writing .the above dialogue, and 
Acpt to the door, with the pen in my hand — Alwrap 
writing, Mifs I faid the bold wench : It is admirable 
how you can get away what you write — *But the Fai- 
ries, they fay, are always at hand to help Lovers.— 
She retisxd in fo much haile, that had 1 been difpo- 
fed, I could not take the notice of this infolea 
vluch it dcfervt'd, 

I ioclcfe my Brother's Letter. He was refolved to 
1(1 me fee, that I (houldhave nothing to expert from 
his kindue&. But furely he will not be permitted to 
carry every point. The afTembling of my friends to- 
nnorrow is a good (Ign : AihI I will hope fomethiiig 
from that, and from propofals fo reafonable. AihI 
now I will try if any repole will fall to my lot for the 
icmainder of this night. 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

[^Inclo/ed in the preceding."] 
"V OUR propofals will be confidered by your 
-^ Father and Mother, and all your Friends, to- 
morrow morning. What trouble does your fhamc- 
ful forwardiiefs give us all ! I wonder you have the 
cot:r:igc to write to me> upon whom you are fo con- 
tinualiy emptying your ivhcle f,'niale quiver. I hate 
lio prtiiencc wiih yoi», for reflcfting upon me as chc 

aggi'clIUr 
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aggrefibr in a quarrel which owed it^beginnidg to tn^ 
coniiderations tor you, . 

Tou have madefuch. coafeffi()ns in a villia^n's fa- 
vour, asooght to caufe all your relations to renounce 
you for ever. ^ For my. part, I will not believe any wo- 
man in the world; who promifes againd her avowed 
inclination. .To put it* out oi your power to ruin your- 
fiilf is the only way left' to prevent your rnin. . I did 
not intend to write ; but. your too-kind Sifter has pre- 
"vailed upon me.- As to your going into Scotland,, 
that day of. grace is over.— 'Nor would I^dvife, that ~ 
you Qiould goto ^ra/ji^flM^-tt/i your Coufin Morden. . 
Befides, that worthy gentleman might be involved in . 
'feme fatal difpute, upon your, account,; ,and ithen be. 
called the agg rej/htr, . 

A fine (ituation you hav€ brought yourfelf to, to , 
propofe to hide yourfelf from your Rake, and to have 
fal(hooda told*, to conceal you I — ^Y0ur confinemcnr, 
at this rate, is the happied^hing that could befal you. . 
YourBravoV behaviour at church, looking out for 
you, is a fufficient indication of hFs power over you, . 
had you. not fo (hamelefly acknowledged it. 

One word for all-r-Your Parents and Uocles may 
do as they will : But if, for the honour of the family, 
I' cannot carry this point, I will retire -to Scotland, 
and never fee the face of any one.of ir more. 

Jj&. Harlowe. 

Hiere's a brother I ^-^There*s flaming duty to a Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and Uncles ! — But he fees himfclf 
valued,' and made of confequence ; and he gives him- 
•felf airs accordingly !— Neverthclcfs, as I faid above, 
I will hope better things from thcfi;; who have not the 
intc refl my Brother has to keep open tbefe unhappy 
differences. 



LET. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Mifs Clareissa Harlowb, To Mtfs Hows. 

Tuefdiy^ March ai. 

WOULD you not have thought^ my dear Mifs 
Howe^ as well as I, that my propofal m\x^ 
have been accepted : And that my Brocher, by the lail 
article of bis unbrotberly Let:cr (where he threatens 
to go to Scotland if it (hould be hearkened to) was of 
opinion that it wouidf 

For my part^ aftei I had read the unkind Letter 
over and over» I concluded^ upon the whole, thit'a 
Reconciliation upon terms fo difadvantagcous to my- 
ielf, as hardly any otber perfbn in my cafe, 1 dare faji 
would have propofed, muft be the refuk of this mor- 
ning's conference. And in that belief i had begun ta 
give myfelf new trouble in thinking (this difficulty a- 
ver) bow 1 {houki be able to pacify Lovelace on that 
part of my engagement, by which 1 undertook to 
break off all coriefpondence with him, unlefs my 
friends fhould be brought by the interpofition of hb 
powerful friend*-, and any offers they might make 
(which it was rather his part to iuggeft* than nuae to 
iuiimate) to change their oiinds. 

Tiius was 1 employed, not very agreea^ly^, you may 
believe, becauic o\ the vehemence of the tempers i had 
to conflict with ; when brcakfaf^ing time approached^ 
and my judges began to arrive^ 

And oh ! how my heart fluttered oa hearing the 
chari« t ut the one» and then of the other, rattle thro* 
the court-yard, and t lie hollow foundiug fbotflepgi^ 
ving notice of each perfon's ftepping out, to take his 
place on the awful bench which my fancy had toroted 
for them and my other judges i 

That, thought I, is my Aunt Hcrvey's T That my 
Uacic Harlowe's ! Now Lomes my Uncle Antony I 
And my imagination made a iomih chariot lor the 

odious 
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odious Solmes, altho* it happeoed that he was not 
there. 

And now» thought I^ are they all afTembled : And 
now my Brother calls upon my Sifter to make Inr 
report f Now the hard-hearted Bella interlards her 
fpeech with inve£live f Now has (he concluded her 
report ! Now they debate upon it ! — Now does nay 
Brother flame ! Now threaten to go to Scotland ! Now 
is he chidden^ and now foothed J 

And then I ran thro' the whole conference in my 
imagination^ forming fpeeches for this perfon and 
that, pro and con, till all concluded^ as I flattered my- 
felf, in an acceptance of my conditions, and in gi- 
'ving directions to have an inftrument drawn to tie me 
up to my good behaviour : While I fuppofed all agreed 
to give Solcnes a Wife every way QK>re worthy of 
him, and with her the promifc of my Grandfather*^ 
Eftace^ ill cafe of my forfeiture^ and dying unmarried^ 
on the righteous condition be propofes to imitle him- 
felf to it wi»h me. 

And now, thought I, am I to be ordered down 
to recognize my own propofals. And how fliall I 
look upon my awful judges ? How fliall I (land the 
quelVions of fome, the fct furlinefs of others^ the re- 
turning love of one or two i How greatly fluil I be 
affeded I 

Then I wept : Then I dried iny eyes : Then I 
pra^ifed at my glafs for a look more chearful than 
my heart. 

And now [as any-thing ftirrcd] is my Sifter 

coming to declare the ifTue of all ! Tears gufhiog 

again^ my heart fluttering as a bird againft its 

.wires ) drying my eyes again and again to no pur- 

pcfc. 

And thus, my Nancy [Excufc the fanciful pro- 
lixity] was 1 employed, and fuch were my ihi.ugats 
and imagination, when I found a very dideient reiult 
from ihe hopeful confercjice. 
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For about Ten o'clock, up came my -Sifter, with 
an air of cruel iriuiupb> waving her hand with a light : 
flourifli— 

Obi:dicnce without referve is required of you^ . 
Clary. My Papa is juftly incenfed* that you.fhould . 
frejume to clifpute hii» will, and to make conditions • 
With him. . He know& what is be(^ for you ; And 
as you own matters ^re gone a great way .between . 
this haied Lpvciace and you, they will believe nothing 
you lay ; except you will give the one oni^ inftance, , 
that will put chcni.out ot doubt of ihc.iuiceuty of. 
your proQiiies. . 

What, chiid, arc you furprifed ?— Cannot you. 
fpcalc ? — Then, it iecms^, you had expe^ed a didVr- 
cnt iilue, had you : — i^irauge that )ou could !-rWith 
all your acknowlcdgmccnts and conte/Iions, fo credit-* 
able to your noted prtidtncc f-r^ - 

I was iudted f^.eechleu for fome time t My eyes - 
were even hxcd, and cealed to flow, . But, upon the 
hard-lieartcd Bella's proceeding with her airs of in- - 
fult, indeed I was miiUken, laid I; Indeed I was ; 
For in von, Bella, . 1 cxpeftcd, I hoped for, 
a Silkr— 

What ! interrupted ihe, with all your mannerly , 
flings, and your dclpifing airs, cid you .expe£t, that 
I was capable of telling Itories for you ? — Did you 
think, that when I .^i>s~alked my own opini<>n of 
the linceriiy of your decimations, ( could not .tell . 
them, hew far matters had ganff betvicen you, and > 
your Fellow : — » W Len the intention is to bend that 
ftubborn will of yours to your duty, do you think 
1 would deceive them :' — Do you think 1 would en- 
courage them to call ycu down, to contradict all that 
1 fhould ha\e invented in your favour ? 

Well, well, Bella ; i am the Icfs obliged to you ; 
that's all. 1 was willing lo think, that I had Aill a 
Brother and Siiler. But I iind I am miftakep. 

PrWy Mopja-e^cd Jbuli was her ^xprcflioD !— 
*- ^ And 
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And was it willing to think it had ftill a Brother and 
Sifter? And why don't you go on. Clary? [mock- 
ing my half- weeping accent] I thought too I had a 
father^ ^nd Mother, two Uncles y and an Aunt: But 
J am frnf—taken^ thaVs all — Come, Clary, fay this, 
and it will in part be true, bccaufe you have thrown 
ofF their authority, and becaufe you relpe£k one vile 
wretch ^more than them all. 

How have I deferved this at your hands. Sifter ? — 
But I will only fay, I pity you. 

And with that difdainful sir too, Clary ! — None of 
that bridled neck ! None oF your fcornful pity. Girl ! 
—I bcfcech you I 

This fort of behaviour is natural to you, furely, 

Bella ! — What new talents does it difcovcr in you !— 

But proceed — If it it be a pleafure to you, proceed, 

Bella. And (ince I muft not pity^o!/, I will pity my- 

felfx For nobody elfe will. 

Becaufe you don't, faid ihc— 

Hufh, Bella, interrupting her, Becaufe I don't de- 
fcrve it — I know you were going to lay io* I will fay 
^9 you fay in every thing ; aod that's the way to pleale 
you. ^* 

Then f^y, Lovelace is a villain. 
' So I wilt, when I think him fo. 

Then you don't think him lo I 

Indeed I don't. Tou did not always, Bella, 
t And what. Clary, mean you by that ? [briftliog 
up to me]~Tell me what you mean by that reflec- 
tion ? 

Tell me why you call it a refleftion ? — What did 
Ifay? 

Thou art a provoking creature-r— But what fay you 
to two or three duels ot rhat wretches ? 

I can't tell what to fay, unlefs I knew the occa- 
sions. 

Do you juftify duelling at all ? 

Xdo not ; Neither ^au i help his dutlLlvN^i, 
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Will you go down, and humble that ftubborn fpi* 
rit of yours to your Mamma ? 

I faid nothing. 

Shall I conduft your Lady(hip down ? [oSering to 
take my declined hand]» 

What ! not vouchfale to anfwer me ? 

I turned from her in filence* 

What! turn your back upon me tool — Shall I 
bring up your Mamma to you. Love ! [following me, 
and cakmg my ftruggling handj What ! not fpeatLyetl 
Come, my Allien, iiiem dear, fpeak one word to me 
—You muft fay two very foon to Mr. Sohnes, I can 
tell you that. 

Then [guihing out into tears, which I could not 
hold in longer] they ihall be the iaft words I will ever 
ijpeak. 

W<11, well, [infultiogly wiping my averted hct 
with her handkerchief, while her other hand held 
aune, in a ridiculing tone] I am glad any-thing will 
make thee fpeak : Then you think you may be brought 
lo fpeak the tiuo words— Only they are to be the hit ! 
-—How like a gende Lovy^r from its tender bleeding 
heart was that ! 

Ridiculous Bella I 

Saucy Clary ! [changing h^ fneeriog tooe to an 
imperious one] But do you think you can humUe 
yourfelf to go down to your Mamma i 

I am tired with fuch ftuiTas this. Tell me,, fielbft 
if my Mamma will condefcend to lee me I 

Yes, if you can be dutiful at laft. 

I can. 1 will. 

But what call you dutiful f 

To, give up my own inclinations — ^That's fome* 
thing more for you to telh of — in obedience to ray 
Parents commands ; and to beg I may not be made 
miterable with a man that is fitter for any-body than 
for me. 

for mey do you mean, Clary ? ^ 

Why 
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Why not i fince 70U have put the queftion. Tou 
have a better opinion of him than I have. My friends^ 
I hope, would not think him too good for mr^ and 
not good enough for j^ou. But cannot you teil me, 
Bella, what is to become of me, without iniulting 
over me thus ? — If I muft be thus treated, remember^ 
that if I am guilty of any rafhnefs, the ufage I meet 
^ith will juftify it. 

So, Clary, you are contriving an excufe^ I find, 
for fomewhat that we have not doubted has been in 
your bead a great while. 

If it were fo, you feem rcfolved for your part, and 
fo does my Brother for his^ that I Ihali not want one, 
•^But indeed, Bella, 1 can bear no longer this repe- 
tition of the worft part of yederday's converfation t 
t defire I may throw myfelf at my Father's and Mo- 
ther's feet, and hear from them what their fentence 
b. I fball at leaft avoid, by that means, the uniiAcrly 
infults I meet with from you. 

Hey day ! What, is this you i Is it you my meek 
Sifter Clary ? 

Yes, it is I, Bella ; and I will claim the prote^ioa 
due to a child of the family, or to Icnow why I am 
to be thus treated, when I offer only to preserve to 
myfelf the liberty of refujal^ which belongs to my 
Sex; and, to pleafe my Parents, would give up my 
choice* I have contented myfelf till now to take fi* 
cond^hand meffengers, and firfi^hand infults : You 
are but my Sifter: My Brother is not my Sovereign. 
And while i have a Father and Mother living, I will 
not be thus treated by a Brother and Sifter » and their 
fervants, all fetting upon me, as it ftiould fcem, to 
make me defperate« and to do a rafli things— I will 
know, in ihort. Sifter Bella, 'why I am to be con* 
ftrained thus ?-^What is intended by it ? — And whe* 
ther I am to be confidered as a child or 2iflavel 

She ftood aghaft all this time, partly with real, 
panly with affected furprife. 
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And u It ytm? Is ii indeed you ? — Well, Oarji 
you amaze mc ! But fince you are (b defirous to re* 
f'cr yourfelf to your Father and Morhery I will go 
down» and tell you what they fay. Your friends ait 
not yet gone, I believe : They Ihall a/Iemblc agaia *, 
and then you may come down» and plead your owa 
cabfe in perfon. 

Let me then. But let my Brother and^cu be ab- 
fcnr. You have made youiTclves too much farM 
agaicft me, to fit as my judges. And I deiire to have 
none of yours or bis intcrpoGitons. I am fure you 
could not have reprtfented what I propoicd fairly : I 
^mfure you could nor. Nor is it pomble you (hoold. 
be i ommi ffioned Ko trear me thus. 

Well, well, 1*11 call up my Brother so you. — ^I wiU 
indeed — He fhall juftify himfc!f» as well as me. 

I deiire not to fee my Brother, except he will come 
ai a Brother, laying afide the authority he has unjufilj 
afTumed over me. 

And fo. Clary, it is nothing to himy^ or tame, i* 
it ? that oar Siflcr (hall difgracc the whole family \ 

As how, Bella, difgrace iti-^The^maxi,whpm yoiL. 
thus freely treat, is a man of birth and fortune : He 
is a man of parts, and nobly allied. — He was once 
thought worthy of you ; and I wi£h to Heaven you 
had had him. I am fure it was not my fault you had 
not, altho* you treat mc thus ! 

This fet her into a flame ; I with I had forborne it. 
O how the poor Bella raved I I thought (be would 
have beat me once or twice : And Ihc vowed, her 
fingers itched to do ib. — But Lwas not. worth hertf^i- 
ger : Yet (be flamed on. - 

We were heard to be high.-^And. Betty came up 
From my Mother to command my Si(>er to attend hcf, 
— She went down accordingly, threatening me with 
Idling every one know what a violent creature I had 
lliewn mylclf to htr. 

tMc0ay 
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Tw^fday Noon J March 21. 

I HAVE as yet heard no more of my Sifter : And 
have not courage enough to indd upon throwing 
myfclf at the feet of my Father and Mother, as I 
thought in my heat of temper I fhould be able to do.i 
And I am now grown as calm as ever ; add were 
Bdla to come up again, as St to be played upon as 
before. 

I am indeed forry that I fent her from me in fuch. 
diforder. But my Papa's Letter threatening me wich 
my '^ncle Antony's houfe and chapel, terrifies me. 
flrangely ; and by their filence I am iifraii fome neW: 
ftorm is gathering. 

But what (hall I do with this Lovelace? I have 
juft now, by the unfufpefted hole in the wall {that I 
told you of in my Letter by Hannqh) got a Letter from 
him — So uneafy is he for fear I- (hould be prevailed. 
upon in Solmes*s favour ; fo full of menaces, if L 
am ; fo refenting the ufage I receive [for, how I can- 
not tell : but he has undoubtedly intelligence of all 
that is done in the family] ; fuch protfftations of in- 
violable faith andh )nour ; fuch vows of reformation ; 
fuch prcffing arguments to efcape from this difgr^iccFul 
confinement — O my Nancy, what ihall I do with this 
Lovelace ? — 

LETTER XLIV. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Wednefdiy Mornings 9 o*clock. 

TV/I Y Aunt Hervey lay here laft night, and is but 
juft gone fron me. She came up to roc with 
my Sifter. They would not truft my Aunt without 
this ill-natured witnefs. When flie entered my cham- 
ber, I told her. That this vifit was a high favour to 
a poor prifoner in her hard confinement. I kifiTed her 
hand. She, kindly f iluting me, did. Why this diftancc 
to your Aunt, my dear, who oves you Co ^^\ 
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She owned, That (he came to expoftulate with oie^ 
for the peace-fike of the family * For that {he could 
not believe it poflible. if I did not conceive myielf un- 
kindly treated^ that I, who had ever (hewn fuch a 
fwectnefs of temper, as well as manners, ihould be 
thus rcfolute, in a point fo very near to my Father, 
and all my friends. My Mother and (he were both 
willing to impute my refolution to the manner I had 
been begun with ; and to my fuppofing, that my Bro- 
ther had originally more of a hand in the propofals 
made by Mr« Solmcs/ than my Father or other friends. 
In (horr, fain would my Aunt have furniflied me with 
an excufe to come off my oppoiicion ; Bella all the 
while humming a tune, and opening this book, and 
that, without meaning ; but faying nothing. 

After having (hewed me, that my oppofition could 
not be of figniScation, my Father's honour being en- 
gaged, my Aunt concluded with enforcing wpon me 
my duty, in ftronger terms than 1 believe (he would 
have done (the circumilances of the cafe coniidered} 
had nor my SiAer been prefenr. 

It would but be repeating what I have fo often men* 
tioned, to give you the arguments that pa(Ied on both 
fides,— So I will only recite what (he was pleafed to 
fay, that carried with it a new face. 

When (he found me inflexible, as (he was peafed 
to call it, (he faid, For her part, (he could not but 
fay, that if I were not to have either Mr^ Solmes or 
Mr. Lovelace, and yer, to make my friends eafy, muft 
marry, (he (hould not think amiis of Mr. Wyerley. 
What did I think of Mr Wyerley ? 

Ay, Clary, put in my Sifter, what fay you to Mr. 
Wyerley ? 

I faw thro' this immediately. It was faid on pur- 

pofe, I doubted not, to have an argument againft me 

of.abfolute prepo(rciIion in Mr. Lovelace's favour: 

Since Mr. Wyerley every-where avows his value, 

even to veneration^for mc*, ^Xid U fax: fefs exceptionable, 



Let. 44. Clariffa Harlo we. 3 1 1 

bothinperfon and mind, than Mr. Solmes: And I 
was willing to cum the tables, by trying how far Mr, 
Solmes's terms might be difpenfed with ; fiuce the 
fame terms could not be exptfted from Mr. Wyerlcy. 
I therefore dcfired to know, Whether my anfwer, 
if it ihould be in favour of Mr. Wyerley, would rcileafe 
me from Mr. Solmes ^ — For 1 owned, that 1 had not 
the averiion to him, that 1 had to the other. 

Nay, (he had no commiffion topropofe fuch a thing. 
She only knew, that my Father and Mother would 
not be eafy till Mr. Lovelace's hopes were entirely 
defeated. 

Cunning creature ! faid my Sifter. 
And this, and her joining in the queftion before, 
convinced me, that it was adefigned fnare for aie. 

Don't You, dear Madam, faid I, put queftions 
that can anfwer no end, but to fupport my Brother's 
fchemes againft me. — But are there any hopes of an 
end to my i'ufferings and difgrace, without having this 
bated man impofed upon me I Will not what I have 
offered be accepted ? I am fure it ought — I will ven- 
ture to iiay That. 

Why, Niece, if there be not any fuch hopes, I pre- 
fume you don't think yourfelf abfolved from the duty 
due from a child to her parents ? 

Yes, faid my Sifter, I do not doubt but it is Mifs 
Clary's aim, if fhe does not fly to her Lovelace, to 
get her eftate into her own hands, and go to live at 
The Crovcj in that independence upon which (he 
builds all her perverfeneis. And, dear heart ! my little 
Xove, how will you then blaze away I Your Mamma 
Norton, your oracle^ with your Poor at your gates, 
mingling ib.prcf/^i^ and fo meanly with the ragged 
herd J Reflecting, by your oftentation, upon all the Lad- 
dies Hk the county, who do not as you do. Thb is 
known to be your fcheme! And the Poor without^ 
doors, and Lovelace within, with one hand building 
vp a Daine, pulling it down witk xVw^ <yODLt.\\— ^ 



312 The History of Vol. i. 

what a charming fchemets this ! — But let me tell yoU) 
mv pretty little flighty one, that your Father's living 
Will {hall conrroul your Grandfather's dead out ; and 
I'hat EiUte will be difpofed of as your fond Grand- 
father uould have difpofed of it, had he lived to fee 
fuch a change in his favourite. In a word,^ifs, it will 
be kept out of your haods^ till my Father fees yon dif* 
cieet enough to have the management of it^ or till yott 
can dutifully^ by Law, tear it iioni him. 

Fie, Anifs Harlowe ! faid my Aunt : This is not 
pretty to your Sifter. 

O Madam, lei her go on.< This is nothing to 
what I have borne from Mifs Harlowe. She is either 
commiiHooed to treat me ill by her Envy^ or by an 
higher authority, to which I muft fubmit. — As to re- 
voking the EOate, what hinders, if I pleafed ? I know 
my power ; but have not the leaft thought of exerting 
it. Be pleafed to let my Father know, that, what- 
ever be the confequence to myfelf . were he to turn 
me out of doors, (which I (hould rather he would do, 
than to be confined and infuhed as I am), and were I 
to be reduced to indigence and want, I would feck no 
relief that fhould be contrary lo his will. 

For that matter, child, faid my Aunt, were you to 
marry, you muft do as your Hujhand will have yon. 
Jf that Huft)and be Mr. Lovelace, he will be glad of 
any opportunity of further embroiling the families. 
And, let me tell you, Niece, if he had the refpefl for 
you which he pretends to have, he would not throw 
out defiances as he does. He is known to be a very 
revengeful man ; and were I you, Mifs Clary, I ftiould 
be afraid he would wreak upon me that vengeance, 
though I had not offended him, which he b conti- 
nually threatening to pour upon the family. 

Mr. Lovelace's threatened vengeance is in return 
for threatened vengeance. It is not evei^y-body will 
bear iniult, as, of late, 1 have been forced to bear it. 

O how my Siftec'^ ivix (hovxc wkh paflioD ! 

But 
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But Mr. Lovelaccy proceeded I» as I have faict 
tv^enty and twenty tlmes» would be quite out of the 
qdeftion with me, were I to be generouQf treated 

My Sifter faid fomethtng with great vehemence : 
But only raifing my voice, to be heard, without mind* 
ing her, Fray, Madam (provokingly interrogated I) 
WBs he not known to have been as wild a man^ when 
be was atfirft introduced into our family, as he nov9 
IS faid to be \ Yet then^ the common phrafes of xitUi 
oafSf and black oxen^ and fuch-like» were qualifiers ; 
and Marriage, and the Wife's difcretioo, were ta per- 
form wonders — But (turning to my Sifter) I find J 
have faid too much. 

thou wicked refiefter \ — And what made me ab<»' 
hor him, think you, but the proof of thofe villainous 
Freedoms that ought to have had the fame efieft upoa 
you, were you but half fo good a creature as you 
pretended to be ? 

Proofs did you fay, Bella ! I thought that you had 
not pmf? — But you know beji. 

Was not this very fpitefiil, my dear ? 

Now, Clary, faid ftie, would I give a thoufand 
pounds to know all that is in thy little rancorous and 
reflecting heart, at this moment. 

1 might let you know for a much left fum, and noc 
3e afraid of being worfe treated than I have been.. 

Well, young Indies, I am forry to fee paffion ruu 
Po high between you. You know. Niece (to me) you 
bad not been confined thus to your apartment, could 
foMT Mother by conde(cenfion» or your Father by au» 
:hority, have been able to move you. But hoir 
:an you ezpeft, when there muft be a concei&on o-u 
tnc fide, that it Ihould be on theirs ? If my Dolly» 
nho has not the hundredth part of your unckrftand* 
ng, were thus to fet herJcUF up in abfolote contra : 
ji^ion to my will, in a point y^ material, I flxould not 
lake it well of her — Indeed I ihould not. 

I believe nor, Madam : And if Mils Hervev ha<i\uS. 
Vol. I. P wean 
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ftich a Brother, and juft fuch a Sifler [You may look, . 
B^tlalj and if both were to aggravate her ParentSi 
as my Brother and Sifter do mine — ^Then, perhapS| 
y^u might ufe her as I am ufed :. And if {he hated the 
man you propofed to herj^ and with as- much reafoQ 
SIS I'do Mr. Solmes— 

And loved a.Rike and Libertine, Mifs, as you do 
J-jDveUce, faid my Sifter — 

Then might fhe [continued I, not minding her] 
beg to be excufed from ob^jrng. Bat yet if (he did| 
and would give you the moft (olemoafluraoces, aod 
fecarity befidcs, that fhe never would have the man 
you difliked, againft yoor confent-^— I dare fay, Mi& 
Hervey*s Father and Mother would fit down fitisfied». 
and not endeavour to force her liTidination^^ 

So! — [faid my Sifter, with uplifted hands^ Fatber 
and Mother now come in for their ftiare I 

But if, child, replied my Aunt, I knew (he hvid: 
a HakefS^nd fulpe^ed that fhe. fought only to gafn 
time, in order to wire-draw me into a confc'nt — 

I beg pardon, Madam, for interrupting you j but 
if Mifs Hervfy could obtain jfour conicnt, . what fur- 
ther would be to be faid ? 

True, child ; but {he never fhould. . 
Then, Madam, it never would be. 
That I doubt. Niece. 

If you do, Madam, can you. think confinement and 
ill ufage is the way to preveut the apprehended rafh* 
Dcfs ? 

My dear, this fort of intimation would make one 
but coo appreheu(ive that there is no trufting to your- 
felf, when one knows your indiuation. 

That apprehenfion. Madam,, feems to have been 
conceived before this intimation, or the leaft caufc for 
ir, was given. Why elfe the difgraceful confinement 
1 have Seen laid under ? — Let me venture to fay, that 
my fuftcrings feem to be rather owing to a concerted 
dcGgn to intimidate me {Bc((a held up her. Handset 
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ing there were too good grounds for my oppo-- 
than to a doubt of my conduft ; for^ whea^ 
'ere inflicted firftj I had given no cau/e of doubt i 
loald there nove be room for any, if my difcrej 
light be trufted to. - 

Aunty after a little hefitatioQy faid. But, coa- 
tny dear, what confufion will be perpetuateia 
amily, if you marry this hated Lovelace ? 
d let it be confidered,, what mifery to me» Ma- 
if I marry thai hated Solmes-'^ ' 
ly a -young creature has thought fhe could not 
maoy wicb^whomihe has afterwards been very 
» Eew women^ .child^ marry their firft Love;.. 
It may be the reafon there ^ arc fo few happy 
iges* 
ihei-e arc icw firft impreffions j^t-to be encou^ - 

ci afraid (b too. Madam. I have a very indif- 
opinion of light and firft impreifions. • But, as I 
»ften faid,> all I wiih for^ is'* to have leave to 

:ed you muft not. Mils. Tour Father and Mo- 
il! be unhappy till they fee you married, ^nd out . 
relace's reach. — Lam told ^ that you^propofe to 
ion with him (fa far are mattcrs'gocie betweea 
levep-tohave any man, if you have not^'m. 
low- DO better way. to preveot mifchief on all^^ 
I freely^ own it — And there b not^, if ^he out, 
queftioO) another man in the world,.! can think 
ably of, — Neverthelefs,.I^would^ive all I have- 
world, that he were married toiome other pcr- 
udeed I would, Bella» for all ypu put on 4hat. 
f iocreduticy... 

be fo, Clary : But I will fmile for aU that-: 

be out of the queftion ! repeated my Aunt — 

[ifs Clary, I fee how it is — ^I will go down — 

Harlowe, fhill I follow you ?— 3 And L witt 

our to ptrfuade your Father to let my SiCbcx 



\ 
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herfelf come op : And a happier event may theo re- 
fult. 

Depend upon it. Madam, faid my Sifter, This will 
be the cafe : My Mother and /he will be both in tears^ 
but with this different effe(5V : My Mother will come 
down foftened, and cut to the heart ^ but wiil leave 
her favourite hardened, from the advantages {he will 
think (he has over my Mother*s tenJernefe — Whv, 
Madam, it is for this vciy reafoo the girl ia not ad- 
mitted into her prcfcoce. . 

Thus ihe ran on, as ihe went down ftairs. 

LETTER XLV. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, 7o Mifs Howie. 

X4 Y heart fluttered with the hope and the fear of 
'^ '-^ feeing my Mother, and wiih the (hame and the 
grFcf of having given her fo much uneaCnefs. Bur it 
needed not : She was not permitted to come. But 
my Aunt was fo good as to return ; yet not without 
my Sifter: And, taking my hand, made aie fit down 
by her. 

She came, fhe muft own, officioufly, fhc faid, this 
evce more ; tho' againft the opinion of my Father : But 
knowing and dreadmg the confequence of my oppo- 
iition, ftie could not but come. 

She then fet forth to me my friends expeAationt 
from me ; Mr. Solmes's riches (three times at rich he 
came out to be, as any-body had thought him) *, the 
fettlements propofed; Mr. Lovelace's bad charaAer; 
their averiion to him ; all in a very ftrong light ; but 
not in a ftronger than my Mother had before placed 
them in. My Mother, lurely, could not have given 
the particulars of what had pafTed between herlelf aod 
me : If fhe had, my Aunt would not have repeated 
many of the fame fentiments, as you will find fhe did, 
that had been ftlll more ftrongly urged, without effe£k» 
by her venerabk Sifter. 

She 
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She faid it would break the heart of mj Father to 
have it imagined, that he had nor a power over his 
child '9 and that, as bd thought, for my own good : 
A child too, whom they had always doated upon !— 
Dearefty deareft Mifs, concluded (he, clafping her 
fingers, with the mod condefceodingearneftoefs, let 
me beg of you, for my fake, for your own fake, for a 
bum/red fakes, to get over this averfenefs, to give up 
your prejudices, and make every one happy and eafy 
once more. — I would kneel to you, my dearcft Niece 
-^Nay, I lifili kneel to you ! — 

And down ihe dropt, and I with her, kneeling 
to her, and befeeching her not to kneel ; clafping my 
arms about her, and bathing her worthy bofom with 
sny tears. 

O rife i rife ! my beloved Aunt, faid I : You cut 
me to the heart with thb condefcending goodnefs. 

Say then, my deareft Niece, fay then, that you will 
oblige all your friends !— If you love us, I be/eecA you 



How can I promife what I can fooner chufe to die 
than to perform ! — 

Say then, my dear, you will c^njtder of it. Say you 
will but reafon with yourfelf. Gives us but hopes. 
Don*t let me entreat, and thus entreat, in vain. For 
ftill (he kneeled, and I by her. 

What a hard cafe is mine l-*-Could I but doubt^ I 
know I could ro/2jrf/#r.-— That which is an inducement 
to my friends, is none at all to me«-How often, my 
deareft Aunt, muft I repeat the fame thing ? — Let 
me but be fingle — Cannot I live fingle ? Let me be 
feot, as I have propofed, to Scodand, to Florence ; 
any-whither : Let me be fent a flave to the Indies ; 
any- whither-— Any of thefe» I will confent to. But I 
cannot, cannot think of giving my vows to a man I 
cannot endure ! 

Well then, riling (Bella filently, with uplifted 

P 3 hands^ 
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htnds, reproachiQg tnf Aippofed perTerfcaers) I fec- 
DOthiog can prevail with you to oblige us. 

Wfiac eon Tdo, my deareft Aunt Heryey ? What 
rtf/t I do ? Were I capable of giving a hope I meanc 
DOt to enlarge^, then could I fay^ I would confickr of 
your kind advice. . But 1 would rather be thought per^ 
verfi than infiticere* Is there, however, no medium ? 
Can nothing Ix thought of? Will nothing. do^ . but to 
have a man who is the vure difguflful to me^ becaufc 
he is onjud in the very articles he offv^rs ? 

Whom now. Clary, faid my Sifter> do you reflcft- 
vpon ? Coofider That.* 

Make not invidious applications of twhat I fay^. 
Bella. It may no€ be looked upon in the fame light - 
by every one. The giiM^r and the accepter are pcin* . 
cipally anftverablcj in an uojuft donation. While I 
think of it in this lights I- fhould' be inexcufabie to 
be the latter. But why do I enter upon ^/ufipc/ltion 
of this nature ? — My heart, as-1 have often, ^en fald, 
recoils at the thoughts of the man, in every light.^ — 
Whofe Father, bat mine, agrees upon articles^ where 
there is no profpeA of a liking ? Where- the direAj 
contrary is avowed, all along . avowed, . without the 
lead variation, ovjbadovj of a diange of fentlment !-— - 
But it is not my Father's doing, originally.. O my 
cruel, cruel Brother, to caufe a meafure to be forced' 
upon me, which he would not behave^ tolerably under^ 
were the like to be oficred to him ! 

The girl is got into her altitudes^. Aunt Hervey, 
faid my Sifter. You fee, Madam, fhe fpares nobody. 
Be pleafed to let her know what (he has. to truft to. 
Nothing is. to be done with her. Pi ay. Madam, pro- 
nounce her doom. 

My Aunt retired to the window, weeping, with mv 
Sifter in her hand : I cannot. Indeed I cannot^; Miu 
liarlowe, faid ftie, fufily (but yet I heard every word 
fii&fiud): There is great hard£hjp in her cufe. Qhe 

i& 
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IS a noble child after all. What pity things are gone 
la far J — But Mr. Solmes ought to be told to defift. 

O madams faid my Sifler, in a kind of loud whif- 
pcr, zrc you caught too by the little Siren ?-— My Mo- 
ther did well not to come up l-^— L qaeftion whether 
my Father bimfelf, after his fij*fl indignation^ would 
not be turned round by her. Nobody but my Brothe 
can do any-thing with her, lam fure. 

Don't think of your Brother's corning up» fdid my- 
Aunt, ftili in a low voice — He is too ffarious* I' fee 
no obftinacy, no perverfenefs, in her manner 1 If your 
Brother comes, I will not be anfwerable for the con- 
fequences :. For I thought twice or thrice (he would 
have gone into fit?. 

O Madim, flie has a ftroog heart! And 'you fee. 
there is no prevailing with her, tho* you were upon 
your knees to her. 

My Sifter left my Aunt mufing at the window, 
vkh her back cowards usr ^nd took that opportu- 
nity to infult me dill more barbaroufly : For, ftep- 
ping to my clofet, ihe took up the patterns which 
my Mother had fent me up, and bringing them to 
me, ihe fpread them upon the c&air by me ; . and, of- 
fering one,, and then another, upon her fleeve and 
ihoulder, thus (he ran on, with great (eeming tran- 
quillity, but whifperingly, that my Anint might not 
hear her. 7his, Ciarjr* is a pretty pattern enough : 
But This is quite charming, f I would, advife you to 
make your appearance in ir. And This^ were I youj . 
(hould be my wedding night-gown — And This my 
fccond drefifed tuit ! ' Won't you give orders. Love, 
to have* your Grandmother's jewels new-ict ? — Or 
will you think to fhew- away in the new ones Mr. 
Solcnes intends toprefent to you ? He talks of laying 
out two or three thoufand pounds in prefents, ..child V 
Dear heart I— How gorgeoufly will you be arrayed ! — 
What ! filentj my dear ! Mamma Norton's yii/^^f dear ! 
What ! filcnt ftill ? — But, Clary, woa't ^ci>a. Vvvi^'^ 

4 , ^^"^^ 
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Velvet Sdic ? It would cut a great figure i n a countr 
church, you know : And the weather may bear it 
for a month yet to come. Crimfon Velyet» fuppofe ! 
Such a finecomplexion as yours> how k would be fet 
off by it ! What an agreeable blu(h would itgive youl 
—Heigh-ho ! (mocking me ; for I fighed to be thus 
fooled wich) And do you figh. Love ? — Well theoi 
as it will be a folemn wedding, what think you of 
black Velvet, child ?— Silent ftill. Clary !— Black 
Velver, fo fair as you are, with thofe charming eyes, 

f learning thro' a wintry cloud, like an April Sun 1-^ 
)oes not Lovelace tell you they are charoung eyesl-r 
How lovely will you appear to every-one 1 — Wbati 
filent dill. Love I — But about your Laces, Clary I— 

She would have gone on itill further^ had not my 
Aunt advanced|towards us, wiping her eyes — Whiti 
whifpering. Ladies ! Tou feem fo eafy and fo pleafcd, 
Mifs Harlowe, with your private conference, that I 
hope I fhall carry' down good news* 

I am only giving her my opinion of her patterns, 
i^^.-*-Una(k'd indeed ^ but fhefeems, by her filence, 
to approve of my judgment. 

O Bella I faid I> that Mr. Lovelace had not taken 
you at your word I — You had before now been exer- 
cifing your judgment on your own account : And / 
had been happy,as well as youl Was it my faulty I pray 
you, that it was not fo \ — 

O how (he raved ! 

To be fo ready to ^ve^ Bella, and fo loth to iah^ 
is not fair in you. 

The poor Bella defcended to call names. 

Why, ^iflcr, fald I, you are as angry as if there 
were more in the hint than poffibly might be defign- 
ed. My wifh is iincere, for both our fakes 1 — for the 
whole family's fake ! — And what (good now) is there 
in it ? — Do not, do not, dear Bella, give me caufe to 
fufpefV, that I have found a reafon for your behaviour 
to me ; and which till now was wholly unaccountable 
'^'"TJ bitttt to Sifter— Fie, 
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Fie, fic» Mifs Qary f faid my AunU 
My Sifter was more and more outrageous* 
O how muctv fitter, faid I, to be a jefl, than a 
Je/ier' ! — Bur, now Bella, turn the glafs to you^ and 
iee how poorly fits the robe upon your own ihoulders^ 
which you have been fo unmercifully fixin g upoa 
Dune ! 

Fie, fie, Mifs Clary ! repeated my Aunt* 
And fie, fie, likewife, good Madam» to Mifs Har-» 
lowe, you would fay,^ were you to have heard her 
barbarous infults I ' 

Let us go. Madam, faid my Sifter, with great yia j 
lence^; let us leave the creature to fwell till ihe burfts 
with her own poifon. — ^The laft time i will ever come 
near her, in the mind I am in ! 

It is fb eafy a thing, returned I,^ were I to be meaa 
enough to follow an example that is fo cenfureable ia 
the fetter of it, to vanquiih fuch a teasing fpirit as 
yours with its own blunt weapons,, that I am aimazed 
you will provoke me !— Yet, Bella, fincc you v>ill 
go (for (he had hurried to the door) forgive me. I 
forgive you. And you have a double reafon to do fo,. 
both from elderfhip, and from the offence fo ftudi- 
oufly given to one in affliction. — But may you be 
happy, tho^ /never (hall ! Hhij you never have half 
Ihe trials /have had ! Be this your comfort, that you^ 
cannot have a Sifter to ivtzx youy as you have treated 
me ! — And fo God Wefs you ! 

O thou art a — And dowa (he flung without faying. 
VKhjar. 

Permit me, Madam^ faid I to my Aunt, finking 
down, and cla(|>ing her knees with my arms, to detain 
you one moment — ^Not to fay anything about my 
poor Sifter — She is her own^punifher — Only to thank: 
yoa for all youi^ condefcending goodnefs to me. I 
only beg of you, not to impute to obftinacy the inv- 
moveableoefs I have fliown to io tender a friend \ and 
10 forgive me cvcry-ihing I have faid or done a*^ 
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in four prefence ; for it has not proceeded from in 
ward rancour to the poor Bella. . But I will be bald 
to fay, that neither She, nor my Brother^ noreven 
my Father himfelf^ Jcnows what a heart they have foC 
a bleeding. 

I faw, to my comfort, , what eflift . my SifterV ab- 
fence wrought for mc. — Rife, my noble-minded Niece ! 
•—charming, creature !— [Thofc were her kind wordsj 
kneel not to me !— Keep to yourfelf what I>now fay 
to you. — ^I admire you more than I can expfefa — Aud 
if you can forbear claiming yoar £{late>,^and can re* 
iolve to avoid Lovelace, you will continue to be the 
greateft miracle I^ ever knew at your years — BjtL 
mud. haften downafter -your Sifter.' — Thefc. are my 
laft words ta you : -' Conform to your Father's will, 
' if' you poffibly can; How. meritorious will it be in 

• you to do fo ! Pray to God .to enable you. to coq- 

* -form. You don't know what may be done.'. 

Only, my dear .Aunt, one word, one word more 
(for fhe was going) — ^Speak . all you can for my dear- 
STrs. Norton. . She is but low in the world : ShoulJ 
ill-hcalth ovjertake hdr, (he may not know how to 
live without my Mamma's favour.. I- (hall have no 
iDcans to help her ; for I will want necefTaries before 
I will aiTcrt my right: Aud I do afTure.you, £he has 
.i.ild io many things- to me ^in. behalf of my fubmitting. 
*v> my,Father'3 will, that her arguments have not a. 
]!tile coiiiributedto make me refolve to avoid ihe ex- 
lien^itcs,: which, nosrenhdefs I pray to God they do 
xiot ar Jaft fofce me upon. And yet they deprive mt. 
Oi her Advice, aud think, nujuftly of out; of ihe moll 
txccilcni of women. . 

1 am glad to hear you fay This : And. take This^ 
7^v\(\Tf.ls, aud T/vJ, . my . clianning Niece (for fo flic 
cr.lbU. me almoft at. every word; .kiffi/ig.me ear- 
Tit (1.1 y., and chdping her arms about my neck) : And 
Cxi pretext you, anddireftyou ! !Bat you mu/i fub- 
<]i:t ; Irdrcd you. w/(/?. Some cne day in a momli- 
hjj. Wj, is all the choiu that ii left ypa. 
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Aad this, I ruppofe, was the doom my Sifter called 
for; yet not worfe than what had been pronounced'^ 
upon me before. ^ 

She repeated thefe laft fehrences louder than the for« - 
mer. * And remembier. Mifi,' added (he,.* it is your- 
* duty to compIy'-^And down (he went, leaving mc 
with my heart full, and my eyes running over. 

The very repetition of this fills me with alnioft equal 
concern, to that which I felt at the time, 

I muft lay downmy pen. Miftinefles which give- 
to my deluged eye the appearance of all the colours ia 
the rainbow^ .wilhnot permit me. to write^n* 

Wednefdiy^ Five o^clock. 

I'wiLL now^add a few lines — My Aunr, as (her 
-went down from me, was met at the foot of the ftairr 
by my Sifter, whb fi^emed to think (he had ftaid a 
good while after her : And he:iring her laft wordr 
pref<^ribing to me implicit duty, prailed her for it, and 
exclaimed againft my obftinacy. Did yon ever hear 
of fuch perverfenefs, Madam \ faid (he : <k)uld you 
have thought, , that your Clariftk; and every bocfy*! 
ClariflTa, was fuch'a girl ?— -And Vfho, as you (iiidf is 
to fubmir, her Father or Jhe ? 

My Aunt faid fomething in anfwer lo her, com- 
pliffionating me, . as I-^hought,.. by her accent : But I 
birard not ri.e words. 

Such a ftrange perfeverancc io a meafure fo unrea- 
fonable !-^But my Brother and Sifter are continually 
mifreprefenting all 1 fay .andxio ; ■ and 1 am <deprived 
of the opportunity of defending myfelf ! — My Sifte 
fays {a), that had th^y thought me fuch a chamv 
pjonefs, they would not have engaged with me : And 
now, not knowing how to reconcile my fuppofed 
obftinacy with my general cbaraAer, and natural 
temper,, ibey ieem to hope to tire me out, and refolvc 
to vary their meafures accordingly.. My Bi;other» you 
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fee (m)% is determiDed to carry this point, or to iban* 
don Harlowe-place, and never to fee it more^ — So 
they are to lofe a Son, or conquer a Daughter — the 
per?erfeft and moft ungrateful that ever parents had !— 
This if the light he places things in : And has under- 
takeoi it feems, to fubdue me, if hu advice be fol- 
lowed. It will ^further tried \ of that I am con- 
vinced ; and what will be their next meafure, who can 
divine \ 

I Ihaii difpatch, with this^ mv Anfwer to yours of 
Sunday laft, begun on Monday (b) \ but which is not 
yet ouite fioiflied. It is toa long to copy i I have 
DO tunc for it. In it I have been very free with you, 
my dear, in more places than oae. I cannot fay^ that 
I am pleafed with all I have written — ^Tet will not 
BOW alter it.-— Mv mind is not at eafe enough for the 
iiil>icft. — Don't be angry with roe. Tet« if- you can 
f xcufe one or two pauages, it will be, becau& they 
were written by 

Tw9 CLAatssA HARLaws. 

(a) Ia his IiCttcr» p. 30x» 0} See Letter xl.. 
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of tnin (lie could have preferred to Mr. Lovelace. Argumenti 
flichai uicd to hcrfcif in bis/'i^jfr, and in hit di if avotir. Frank- 
ly owns, that were he novf a moral man, Hie would prefer bim tt 
till the men fife ever fuv. Yet » perfiiaded, that fhe could freclj 
give up the one man to get rid of t!ie other, at /be had offered it 
ier frieicds. Her dJicacy aiF^ Acd by Aliis Howe's raillery: And 
why. Gives her opinion of the force which Figure or Pcr/oa 
iii.iy 1^ allowed to hive upon her Sex. 

XLI. From the f,m\ A Letter fiom her Mother (with pattern! 
cf rich ulks) ill which Oie intreats her to comply with all their 
wilhes. IVh't ought to he the priucip^l virw of a good TFife jaa- 
U9rui\^ her Per/on. Her di(lre£s« Begs leave to wait upon her 
Idothcr alone. Her Father's ajigry Letrer, ordering her to pre- 
|)arc for her Wedding-Jjy. Solmes leqncfls to fee her. Slie 
icfufe . All in tumults below upon it. Her Brother and Sifter 
oe^irc that {he may be left to t!uir management. 

^\LIL From the f^ne. A veiy warm dialogue between her Sifler 
and her. Her SiAcr's envy, unnatural behaviour, and violence. 
vJlariOa fends dowo propufals in writing to her Friends, and a 
J^ttir to her Brother, ilis iofolent Anfwer; in which he tcih 
her, that her propofals will be coolidered in full afTembly, next 
moroing; but that, if they {ball he complied with, he will re- 
tire to Scotland, and never more return to Harlo we- Place. 

XLIII. From ttefinfc. Hardly doubts but her propofaU will be 
accepted. I'aiuts to herfclf, as her relations arrive one by one, 
what their deliberations, and the refult of them, will he, when 
tiiey are all ailc-inbird. Her propofals rejected. Her SiHer's 
cruel iufults on the occafion produce another warm dialogue 
Itetwecn them. Her SiHcr leaves her in a fury. Slie is greatly 
diftuibed at the contents of a Letter from Lovelace. 

XLIV. FiOT. tle/anie* Htr Aunt Hervty, accompanied bv her 
Sirz:;r. nukes her a vi(it. Further infuits from her Siilcr. ' Her 
Aunt's fruitlcfs pleas in Solnies's favour. 

XLV. From the fume. Another vifit from her Aunt and Sifter. 
The latter fpitefuJIy iofults her with the patterns. A tender 
U'cnc between her Aunt and her in Aral>ella's abfence. She en* 
dcavours to acccuat for the infiexibility oj ker Parents and Uncles % 
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